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TT iiaiomawhat remaikabla fact tliat with the ezoepiion of Allaa 
Bamaay, Fexgnnon, and Boms, none of our Sooiiiali Teniaoolar 
poets has been.ao oontinaoualy kept 'in print' aa Alktawdbe 
WiLSOK. Sinoe the pablioation by himself of the thin Tolmne of 
1700, and its re-issoe in 1791, there noTor has been a time when 
his Poems .were not obtainable through the ordinaiy channela. 
This is more than can be said of DmraiBy HmniTBOiri Oatzv 
DovoLAB, MoHTdomET, Alexaxtdkb Soot, or DmuMMONDy earlier; 
or of Mmov, Boss. SxnrmB, Maonxil, Beuob, or TjonxAinLLf 
later, or eren mc»e reoentlj of Wiluak TxNirAiiTy or Bobibt 
NiooLL. One must attribute this Titalitj of interest in Poetij thai 
is not in itself of the highest, or the greatest woric or workmanship 
of its Author, to the erer-widening and deepening fame of the 
«' Ornithology," and to the multiplied liTes of him. As noted in 
the Memorial-Introdnotion (page zriL) there hare been ssTen full * 
liTss, besides as maaj mote, and indeed twice as maaj more, lesser 
iiotiees,s.^.;— 

1. Aoooont of Life and Writings, ptefixed to "Poems'* : Fms- 
1^, 1816 : pp. iz.-lzzxii. 12mo. (Ohieflj bj Thomas 
Griohton.) V^^^vXAwJrO^^VX' 

L^Biographieal Sketches of the lato Alexander Wilson. . . . 
Oommonioated in * Seriee'of Letters to a Young Mend: 
Pais^fi 1819 : pp. 88. Sroti (Bj Thomas Oridrtoa. 



hr. TEMWAOM, 

Origiiially pabluhed in tha Wtatmif Magaxihe and 
LiUrary Oompaniim, YoL IL, Paiilaj, 1819 : pp. 97-107; 
146-ieO; 193-218; 241-73; 286-7.) 

t. Sketch of the life of AlazMider Wilaon, Author of the 
''Amerioan Ornithology.** By Oeoige Ord, F.L.S.y &c : 
PhiladelphiA, 1828. 8to. Fkige ezeix. (Preceded by a 
Memoir In the doaing Tdame of the *' Ornithology/' by 
Old.) 

8. life by Sir William Jardine, Bart, in VoL L of hia and 
Prince Charles L. Bonaparte's edition of the " Americsn 
Ornithdogy " (3 rols., 8Ta, 1829-36), pp. zUL-UxxtL 

%«1kk«llllottef the ''OnttlMlogy*' hM JostboennpxdiioodbjClia^ 
inadhML Tho kife paper eoplee are eoperb booke. 

4. life by the Rot. Dr. William M. Hetherington in YoL L 
of Professor Jamieson's edition of the ''American 
Ornithology" (4 toIs., 12mo., 1831), pp. xiiL-lxzxyi 

fk Ptefixed to the " Poetical Works of Alexander Wilson ; 
also, his Mitcellaneoua Prose Writings, Joumab, Letters, 
Essays, etc., now first collected : illustrated by Critical 
and Explanatory Notes," where it is described aa " An 
Extended Memoir of hia Life and Writing." Belfast, 
1846 ; cr. 8to. ; pp. xxxriiL (Anonymous.) 

6L The libraiy of American Biography. Conducted by Jared 
Sparka. YoL U. New York (Harpers), 186L Life of 
Aleramler Wilson, by W. B. 0. Peabody, pp. 169. 

7. Difficnltiea Oreroome : Scenea in the life of Alexander 
Wilson, the Ornithologist By C. haey BrightweU, 
anther of ''Heroea of the Laboratoty.** London, 1861. 
ISmo. Pp. It. and 160l 




f4 hmmB wMmm hf Mr. 

TfoM tow tlM 
im Utn low. 4«p<»b 





ilaMifoIlov]MTO>- 

"0BthtMfiiii«aCthtS8l]iaf ]fttdk[1808l Itook inmtte 
liSfw of A kmoatrae m Mc. Bninm's ^iiiIib a ipwiaB of JUarii^ 
▼«%M^ cdlad Loi« Lw, Gnadadj, 4e., Acl, tte bodf of 

1| to S iMh« IB ki«tk,-«Mii l«fiii« tvo joiBto Mv its 1 

]«i(l) i to f«c^ «p«t 

bod|f of tht ianei aad hidi^Qa paper ibai 

Wv ^^A^^B. fl^d VMd^B& ^MIIm^H. M kjjk tSk^m i«^^J 1^^^ fv«^B a- 

r. Md 1^7 coidmwd IB ttH jatki^ or pilpiiali^ MiU lor 

fnaaqBtftvof a 




lo Tnotions, if they m^j bo io called , teemad to origioils 

|int« ; and wh^t ii Tet7 dngtiliLr, each li^, before it* final 

Aoemed to tuffer expirmg agofueft^-^tarting about mora 

jiAn erier for a »econd or ao, after wbioh, no attempta with 

could reatore it. To loine of iheoe le^ a email 

of the bodj adherod ; otbera had toapt ahorL Hm 

to otitliTe tho former, oofainof to what might hav^ 

Whether thia «Ktiiaordma^ phenomena waa 

Id by gfdTnniBm, electrieify, or wera the mera oonTiilam 

of the tionrea, matt be left to the practical Entomolpgiat 

ler and determino. Th« aame «xperimeiiti I haTe tiied 

foro with thia inaaot with the like effeota. Mr* Williaa 

i hia niece, liias Ann Bartram, witnesaed the aingular 



k 2Sth, 160B. 



'A. WILSON." 



Ith the prooodingj thore camo oopiea of poema hj Wiuoit 

korican newapapen* They are-— {!). **Mj Xjandlady'a 

Song,— Timej "The Bon me Muir Hon j" (3). "Th« 

(d). ^' Prayer addreaaed to Jore, the God of Thunder, 

fie late Hot Weatlier/^^nlj the la«t ofiTenng anything 

6B comp&rod with our texts. After line 36, " Sweep, 

kre oomei thia hitherto anppreaaod ooapLet ;^— ' 

\* Bleat by Thee — Thee our bonnteouB Par«nt^ 
Oura'd, laid waste by Pitt the lyrmni," 

jCmltnel, Sep. 22, 180L" In the *' €Mm#{ of A^ 94^ 
which " My landlady V Nose ** appeared, there ii the 
adreriLsomeni i — ** If the Penon who found a Pocket-^ 

d^h w»i dropped, last Saturday weeh^ Bomewb«r« on the 
i Newarh to Orange Pale and Bloomfield, and in whidi. 



ymL . nan 



oUmt ptftn, was a Kamuoripi Copy of the abo?*! will 
ratam ii to Mr. CkvdiMr, llairJriMiWy in Newa^ ihall be ihaak- 
hStf rawttded.— A. W ^ir."* 

I httfv ^wyeoidiaUy to thank Tariooa oonoipondente in Paialqr 
Mid Banfrewihiva for willing halp rendered. I mnai name Es- 
FhmMt Bnowy and P. 0. lCioomiooB» Eeq.^ for loan of ''The 
Spoater" and the original editioo of the ''Omithologj^^andlCr. 
Twxxjui Caionov and Mr. Allah Pabx PAiony Chceenock, and 
Mr. D. SsMPLiy F.8.A.9 for the nae of Letten and other raritiea. 
I hare alao ^eiy q^eotaUlj to aolmowledge eameat and eager 
leaaardi on the part of a ''Brither Soot" in Amerioa,— Mr. 
Jammm Oeabt ef Fhiladelphiay— to idioee enthnBiaam I am mainly 
indeMed lor the new Ameriflan materialBi 

I indolge the hope that thia eomplete and tmatworthj eoUeotaon 
eC the Poetiy and Miaoellaneoiia Ftoae of Wnaoir will be weloome. 
Anything worth doing ai all, howerer hnmble, ought to be done 
well ; and I haTO atriTon to do thia aa well aa poaaible. For a 
etitioal eatimale of Albxahdib Wilboh, the Reader la referred to 
r in YoL IL And ao I aend out the Book. 

ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 



POSTSORIPT. 

Aa I finiahed the preceding Pref aoe, Scribner'a MaiUhly for the 
nth (Maioh) airired ; and, glancing throogh it, I waa 
by an illnttrated PH^r entitled 

"WlUOir, THB OBHITHOLOOm;'* 

by aa Ameriean writer named ''Doaair Gabdhib." It ii well- 
maani; bnl ita biographical detaila being akviahly taken from 
Ofedli LUi^ eontiniie hia bfamden of all kinda, and refleot hia 







on ^ Foemi of WnMiL H k mmntiif 

inteimktod oarroctiina) Me. GviiNor'i ooadndiiig 

Wuaoor^a gfost wnk^— 4ii« iooib ao tlui noonl 

fteetu to be taiiievlbBl gradgi^g m lUr 

I of wbftt tlie PkxDeer Amiriwtf> *'Qni]Jiboleg«l'' did :^ 

uoAod » life," wumM lap Mr. QixdiMr, *'uid m 

uo exaggonti^i to uj, m vH^ost ft pnsDiL 

leprirKtianii ■£« baa» im rainil, flirt I 

dt aiid oo(fit«mptifc^ [ft isnUke, aft ^nemn in (9«r 

atroductionX — tluA^ «■ a bcj, ht wh pot at ■■ 

ooeap^ion, lAifih to«*d Ui mmmm «f Imlihood 

rlj bftlf hift dft^i, — Huki ^ mu a 1ilfr4oag atmgipb 

% wbkfa cmlf the fthenr uvdomitable trBoliitioB of « 

erM 0r AMtgiun^ eiublod limlom»aitttit [ftaeooaid 

i wa« pre-^mmGOitlj 'ftatiguiiw/ altlkoogli daahed wit^ 

liespondencyJj^^Jiat he waa thirtj |ie«ri of age irfamk, 

lAnd, lie efieotod lua inra «diiiQatk)e tif bMOdu^ ilia 

If Dibcn,— that ha wai thutf-lKt^Mi wkea hit begwn iha 

lrmthol<>g7 [ft Uiird miito^e ; titun hia bo^hood^ th» 

I hifi aaaocifttea ftud delight] «itli aQwat^ aa^ rMomvai 

owQ pow^n of obaamliou, and ll|« pcftotio* of 

ithout anj preTioiu]7-Mup«ot«d uptttttda [4 fourth 

ekg Utai in th« Fkial«f UiaMin th«n an ^mwu^ 

ho loft BootUnd],— that hi «a« fot^ 7«aim old 

[>pportiiiut7 diftdoMd itntf for th« oovku«i»a«a«at of 

Ifoitr-two when bo fini Moovtptialiid pubtkKln [«f 

hologr"]; and onlj lor^-MVMi «h«A hta Ufi «m 

^ be admittod thai f»w «min tci biM hav« hMtt 

duotivo. Hii lahoii won noi nwMr in « iald a 

to open i Qflw pitht btxt tImiv lh« 




to tirii t»toBl-tliit> being coipalhd topnUkliM nfidijmhb 
coold ptocvFB wit<fMUi| Imvm fovocd io piolw hii birds wilhovl 
TCgudiotetelifiedaMifieBftkiB, topvl la JBxUp o Ai ua tht aoit 
, and cvMi to wptnle the mU Mid laante of tbt 
Bttt tte iMRUgemaot wlikk W wooU, if aprnd, 
UmmH baTt tffMtod, baa bwa mada bj bk Mmd Old, wbo 
pablkbtd bk matoriab In pnitbn m mit rohammf and bj mhmpmA 
•dltlofM I and iba work wm mada mnplala bj tba Umt aaiipla- 
Mantar/ tolnmaa o( IMnoa Obarkit IjndMi Ilnnaparta, napbaw a( 
Mapolaofi. Tba ea«iial ImparfMlona In bU htmI wurb^-almati 
mlmoalmiAljr ili^bl, If wa aMMbW Iba «maof ibam^ln nowbia 
laMon iba axani|ila af bamla anduranaa btqnaaibad Io «• bf 
Auuuiman Wiiaoii," 

InoUtnUil/i Mr. Oaidnar Ihrowi liffhl onlbal ••aofatnaraf 
Htw Torki** af wbom Wimon wrolai— ha " lumad ovar a faw 
PNFi,Iaokadala|»lal<ifforlwo|aikadniamjpriaap and, whila 
tailht aol of iIqiIh Um booki adda4-<I imU Bol giTt i buBdiad 



rminos. 



\ the birds 7011 tatond to 4eBorib«^ 9ieu ImA I i 

orou-ki — *^WiiAOir's biogrftphets hmre esetGiMd »& 

IbAftranoft in supprawiiig th« nuntt ol thit enlightaned 

\aM BAmmL D. Toxfuhs." I oonfesa I Iuto m 

luro m oantdbuiiitg k^ th» dialiomnir of tkii iftpieul 



[itioiu of Mr GudiMT*! pftper u«-^) A portnit^-- 
bed dftub ooj-lf tniiintiMl in America, ftod lelf* 

I (3) Biirtrniii'i HaoM Id BoUni^ Gudoni, netr 
chArmt]]^ Hi; (S) WitaoK*! Sahool-HoUM ftt 
similar to our own ( <4) "Glottft IH"" Old Swidiih 
dolphin,— WuAiir'i Btiriii-Fl i oi, t o teUn m Io 

^Tombtkisti 

A* B. a 



^^^^^9_L ^Hi 
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XZL-OCttoBoim8wdlow,^ ^ ^ ^ 80 
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t bettor begin to tell the stoty— « [mt1i«tio and beautiful^ 
|it rebuking one— of thp life of 

IcsUftig a notice^bte fact concerning him^ ti£, , that ox- 
^horter nottoc* in the nstiftl biogrnphicaJ dictionorioa and 

Hm, and the acientific joumaU of Great Britain and 
I France and Germany, tbere have boen no fewer 
more or less ooneiderable Livea of him by tnon of 
\i — certain of them i^mong the for&moet^^froni good 
|iB CsiCBTOK of hk native PftiAloy, to Gjtoaaa Onn 
elphia, and the Amoncan Biographle» of Jarsd 

Boaton* Maiaachulwetaj and later, from Sir Willum 
I in aaaociation witli the Prince CItarloi Lucion 

to the Rrv. Dit, WiLtUM M. HcTB£RiKOTo?r, and 
kiELET in '^L'Oscaa/^ and Mna. BitiOHTwaLi.*8 ohnrmmg 

I Overcome : Scene* in the life of Alexander Wileon/' 

ord them in the Pipefaoe; and of very few men can 
[ung bo told, Correaponding with Uui ii the kindred 

i memory ia as green to-di^ in and around Faialey and 
Atlantic as ever : a ttatue in hia " ain toon *' and bia 
' auld kirkyard " m PhUadelphia, a pilgrim-apot for 
I by year, bearing witneai to tbia. More broad ly« it k 

accepted that ALWUJfPiB WiLSOir mtiat "for aU 
\ hit own in the illuitrioaf roll ol thoae who haTe in- 
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flC tht Fab flC GM»tteMVMlY«7oia 
■■tie fifcr of tht tovB, ofvr aad ofvr crickaM n Ui 
ILBttoiL H«fadbflradlo*«diiilDafMaHivit«nte«Uv 

rdi^lM MOBB to ksiTv bacB ■■XBd wp wiA ■nv-' 

A dttdiMr of olacarity liflB ofvrtha BBnliTaiy omI tkn ksi« b«B 
coDladielaoiMadrMMrtaoM. I aa afraid thababMa^fcvidoM 
ii ttal old Wibos— 11m, €l eooaa, joa«— ^itf iBtnaeUb vitk 
iDiGii wUkqr-aakiii^. Tkaft ha ipeadilj diwuta^^iiiil fciaiiiTf 
froai it aeoM Boai pnlMbla ; a^d ttaft «hiMtalf ba atood kigk 
iBtliaopiiiiooolkk UOawAommmm m m wum «f 

Hk aoClMr «aa a Mast M <Kab, wko had eoM to 
whilaagiilfroBfihflr Bativa plaea af tiia " Rov," im DvatortoB- 

ilijooacf SeoClaod'a 



M«idtnMto«rtk7X«i< fto -lifeMd Wrllli«i of i 
Jfc i i » rtiw JCiyaiM far Apvfl, ISir. ft. Ml: dw fto 
•dllloaaf fto''BB0ltalWof1u.-*e., (Utf)ffLSSi.flL Dr. 

; Ugk^ mpMM %, aO «to kacv Mb 
U^«7 loaf VK'OtaMir.li SIM.) H««t««ttoMhflf iMt^Uli^ 
aUto fH i lMttol frf t%hiyiiliityi%tofiti»Hfi l h iiB rt i m to»« 




\ 
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al cotitt^ireriiei; whcr&in the now vendmblo namo of 
IxMrBiLt was sbu»ed. All ac^imtt «groo thai iho wU 
l>er»on, ploiu after tho Aticiont type of feirid godlineM, 
Wy, (in & giood ioiiie) a supcHor pcrw>n. Ujiforttitiatolyp 
ho disoatrous beauty of cotuiiimption, and aho died while 
I was a very litUe lad, of only ton y^ar^f \<»wmg bor dU- 
JitiBbaiid with J at lenaip three children.^ The authentic 
Ition is that hiB parentii oapociAlly hU mother, intended 
I *' Alio *' ( AleximdoT) — according to the fine ambition of 
bttiah ''common people/ '-n^hould ** wag hia head i' th# 
llpit) yet," that is, booomo a mtniator of the Qoipd. 
Itemombored by Wilson in hia "Solitaiy Tutor," «« 

Ilia parents law with partial food delight, 
Uijfoldlng genini crown their fostering care ; 
Led tzilkod with tettrt, of tbat enrapturing «ight^ 
] Wbcn, clad in lable gown, with Holenui air — 
9 waila of Gofi> own Hons^ ihould echo back hii prayer. " 

I wii the Grammar School of Paiiley ; but from after- 

■ that his attendanee must have been limited and 

d, and the whob result imperfect, Ho came to write 

lent hand/ and, as a whole, his English style is ■implo^ 

lid idiomatiOj but there are traces to the last of defective 

Jin Grammar, Orthography, Sec., <f^. Hia indomitAblo 

I CO subae^Qontly enabled him to nir,stor very many things, 

r greater advantages, he xnight hare itarted with i but 

^ even ao late aa in America he is fonnd atriving to 

ound in Arithmetie and the like, oar condoaion u 

I have used the word ' intorrapted ' because, like hii 

Ing contemporary, Miobakl Bntrom, qI Kinneawood, tha 

r ** of the " Ode to the Oiiokoo,** and of tho well- 

aphrssc— " Where high tho heavenly tomple atands,** 

[ of equal worth— ho was cnrly aont to bo A *' herd '* at 

Bokerfield, not very far from Paisley, There havo 

i-aceretiona to thia period of hia Uf« whiob th« 



' AH U» Lin* frMn Crldit«Dp (Svnu) (nwwL 
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IktOM p«l^ nd Akmdcr IfHInB. mm «f Akn. ^ 
is 8eadkilb«f Fnkj. oi Iks oUbcr p«i^ m ■■■imr foll0vii^--TWii 
ii lo i^, tk» aid Akzr. Wilna, jur, wilk tks ipeaJ adTiea nd 
■Bimt «f Ui aid fifthcr. hflnbj Bnn—w Boud Huawiim aad 
HrmllotksnidWafiMiDaMHi m ka art nd cdlii« m a wm w, 
aad Ikal for tka ipaee of Aim jaan eospkaft froM ftH Eatiy tbMdo^ 
wUek » hflrabj I>eclarad lo rnwaiMiiu al Iko date komi, 
Ikoaaid ijnawlko ao priMipalp a^ Iko aaid 

wilk aad for kin. Bnd 



Jf^«u^«befoi«.pLSM. ▲ilte«lifarWllHadldBoi go*toi«iid««tAiMkfai. 
teUiitiiMI altar hfc wall 1Hiii lli« ri il | > i ortvy «f b^4iM «f o mi ty Uto 
•mad wlfB^ bMteff data Itik Ja^j. ITH^-tt laoHdMl tkH Ite wrttar la Tic 
rmidijt U 99 m^m \m\mmm M w i \\tm \i^ cm fla w i —d drtw; tart tte ctMta ia tte 
B4fuiMiUim1m um m mtmaU Ufym9m%t.9..l^maUm9Vk^VimtmwmmK^ gmA tmfhm 
J|y lnl MfiitoAtan a ditT BH» 1fflltefa ri i fci weo 
ItjUta'tevd,' 



«f lift to Bol wllkoal a iw^H-TCidy wll> Md Ml odd Mi: 

HhlBff«fNd|Mltofflft 

f rfe«M Ite OTflgtoMi Ha la tiM rirfdcj Mamni. 
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wakXy and •ereraUj tb«i he the sud AJoxr, Wilton^ ja&r., 

r Mid licmevtlf sarvci aad abido with hu said muter in 

, Jind mhaXl not «ba«n( or dcsart bin lAid Mnrioa witboat 

od given, t^thorwiHe bo ■UaU pciy biJf a merk SeioU far 

«b<fiDt« or deflorts hm raid wrTicfl, or *erw two daj< 

m!i4t«r'i optioDf and wbkb absent days iliaU bo aacer 

J master's faoncst word or ottth if roquircMlf or signed necoiif 

lib, and tbat initfuid of oU otfaor proof ] and tbst bo abim 

aaid torrkoi, and obey bia said master, in all LawfiUl 

nd do everytbJng in bia power for bii aaid master'a 

iBonoOte; For whicb oaiiads, and mi tho otber part, tbo 

I Duncan, maabor, as princtpalf and John Finlayaon, veavor 

of Patslcy* ai Cautioner witb and for btm, Bind and 

[tiutly and soverally Tliab he tbo ssid William Doncui sbalt 

L and tnttmot bii laid approntieo in bii ssid trad« of a 

t do erarytbing in his power to makfl bim tkilled and 

breiii, ao f ar oa bia own Jadgemcnt and tb« apprenttoe'i 

I admit of^ and for tbat and sball keop tbo apprcntioo at 

nd furntab bim witb all nocosssry Xnfttmmonta of tradd 

and sball furtbcr fttrnisb and oiitortaia the aaid 

Bodf Boards Waablag, and Clo^tbing, snttAbb to bia 

: tbo spa«o of tbU Indenture i and Lastly ^ Botb FaHyB 

tbcm to perform tbvir rcapcctJTo parts of tbo promisoa 

Jty of fivG pouuiU vtorg., to bo paid by tbo party fulECing 

larty attonr perform anco, Consunting to tbo Rogiflbratioo 

Books of Council and Session, or any other Jnd^ve' 

oat, That Lfottcra of homing on aix days Charga, and 

^tion nooo»aary« may pasa horob and Oonatitntoi 

I wboreof wo snbaoribo those presents wrote upon Stampod 

pea Oibsonf writer in Paisley, at Paiidoy, the thirty ^flnl 

flrouteon hnndrod and sevonty nine year^ 

Witneaaoa tha uid Jamot Giboon and Alex, Wiot; 

IWIEB, Ftlaeia 
iGIBaOK, WiinfMi. 

" WILLIAM DUNCAN, 

" ALEXANDER WILSON, Junior, 

*' ALEXb. WILSON. 

"JOHN FINLAYSON/* 




il ii to W ffiijl, to m rmj 
stofiirai inlcMliillM 

iimdntlf pranSgOBd vitkaMM* of 
I wT Um kiMl ofl " orllM iHdMud, ■ < 

» wUb in UmImmm of Uil»4kHw 
Mm pmmni h mmj U 

ftoMktefeu&iiMMpermtndMMof UilKNMMd^^wy kkni 
n-BHnied cue GtlheriiM Biowiiy a widow, witk a Cuaify of Wr 
nodi M it has beoi lep t g o m ied tbat bis itep- 
io him, and 'drora' him frooi bis fallMr^ 
koossy be il noted tbat bj tbo neeesnties of tba Indanima joimg 
WOson bad to rerida and be *boaided' wtlbbiB master, and tbal 
In bis Letters be baa nothing but gratitnde and kindlj remem- 
branoes to bis second-mother^ addressing both as " My dear father 



* QsoM« Oso la to bloM m tiM origfamtar «f the mknfttmnUMam ofWIkoo^ 
step^Mythor.Mid tt to boI to bo wondorod at tlmt Dr. Hctbarfastaa wrltoa ^017 
tantMj in rofatKHoo,— «. #., "Hm ABMriam btognphor sIbIm, tiMt the obUimI 
VMfB «f Wfleon't etcpiDothflr dtovo him to foiMke hto ptteraal nwf, and to took 
■la^jfamlBthalof htobcoth«r4»-bw,WUll«mDaiian. Thto to altocotber la- 
comet Thoee who had the mcMMofkiiowlBS the tnith.i«roo thai ehoohrayo 
liorted him with kfadnaai and attenthm ; and Wlhoo hteMelf unifonBly epoke of 
Igntltado. That he did iwlde IB the hooee of WilUam 
itotmeibnittwaedarliif thetermof htoa|i|ii«itloeahip; when. If not a 
BMtter of afaaohito aaeat d ty, It wae at loaat eM of nrntnal eo a te iil etteet. The 
ihaUteof htoeariier yean hate atoo been atMhoted to the hanhtteai. 
1 a* hoHM: but whfle theee aajr be eoAetontlj Meowited for 
I win appear In the eoone of our ■anaUveyit to doe to the moBMrj 
of adaaarftaff wea«ilofMeiieh«fhNBeofro«idkn«i taqphitloa.'* (P. it., 
Mbita«») aethtoLettcraato^pilTe. ^ 
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but Ufo tho Loom waa a l»)ut)A|^ to Wilson. Ho pijiod 
jiror BrAOA " Olid tho ' (jToonwoodj* for ' datiDdering * 
It, the CfiUkrj arid tbo Gari^ivl and tlio Kame ' bam * 
I liatoninj^ to itie eitiging of birds ; and iiiIiGriiing from 
lotlier A nutHrjilly f^oblq oonatitutioiip tho stoop oror 
I 111 nut Unvo boon trying phjaicollj, and othen^iflo irk- 
|tlirvt it it not at all to be wondorud *t thiit, karing 
H^l^pronticoship in 1782, ho oontinnod a woATor ' bjr 
J not willmgly/ TJio Huksb oven thwa early wort" 
Im, aTid in 1760 thero camo out that thin octaro wbieh. 
Id and l^ottisli LiterfvtnrOf holda tho plaoo of ih€ foUo 
In Li tori^ttire— entittod, ** Poomi, ohio6j in the Scottiali 
lly IlasERT BuRiTR. Kilmarnock : Printod bj Joint 
rcLxjjvi." Itwaaaave mal < war m th and inepi ration to 
Joft^er-lad ; for» like nearly ail tho weavera of PaiflJoy, 
I pi ration was hii actual^ and more : 

|l werti a weaver, and I ooold iing pialmi or anytlung.^' 

Ibt that with Kilmarnock so rolattTol j near, ALEUi.in>iK 
fodily fonnd out the inspired ** Ayrthiro Ploughman ;" 
It proof remains in our recovered poem by himj on soo- 
1 pf>rtmit in an American edition of the Poemi. It im 
)rt ftud involuntary cry of a poreonal friend ^ reeognii^ 
Lr-to-bo-foigotton^ that tlio Uttloj humblo bat trua 
Ins, e. g. :— 

I M ho I the haplMs. wett^kntH^ i?«™^ ^ 

fook; hU air, hit vfiy «>«^ ^^prfst ; 

jti'tanght Bard, whom weeping Oenioa motLmi^— 
loia in (larth hii iileut relics rwt. 
(a t^fxr*, i!i^ tiue ike anguifh o/ jny Aeart, 

p the /(uthfut imnfft of myfrknd ; 
Lnly wish, dear Laween, that thy art 

I life oDoe mora to thwo lot'd f«atorei lead, "f 



* Potmi hltlwrto unwflected, « tm fib* Jfrt Ubm pHalvi^- 



i lim —wJ, Wamm wm MfikHug Qm i 
I of 1790 ; wmd w i 
I iif TMHiMlina " n-rrtht ■iili t if tht Tlmffc 
■nandllMWMw; UMionMriBluiSrtk^tiMkllviBUiSliI 
yiK. Ufar, WmowwMtotof IW— iwlghiinMi cf fcMii^ 
Ui MMM7MM « Wsllj and Mflg ** Mfibod to Bob«t BoH^ mA 
BolMrt Bw oranv UhI te dMNdd ksvt bMB ^ad to 1a^ bMB 
ili asthor ; Md altacatkv H k a Mti^TOK ttii« to kaov tbat tvo 
BM^k MB Ml, and HhI Um i 
bnlhaf'a wakoM for bis ^ 

Aoai 17n to 1786 be 
vaatar; dmam whkb yean ka landad partfy n Pi^ky, Md 
paHly IB LochwiBBOcb, and fiDaOy in Qamaafwij (tha QMan ba> 
lif]lai7QManof8eo«a)naarSdinkns)i. In Piuriay and Lock. 
wiModi be waa voder bk klbar^a roof ; in Q ii cu miffii y witb bk 
brodur-tn-kw and former 'maaler.' Tbe **(hoana from tba 
Loom** and kindred f eri e c omiJamk iooddngly reveal bow ax- 
treoMly HBCongenkl waa bk afoeation. Bk deacr^ve Poema 
abnflarly refeal thai be waa oooatantly eerapiwg from tha 
mephitk abnoqihere of tbe weaTing-room into tbe Selda and biDn 
Aa ekewbere shown (in oor Emaj in YoL ILX be waa all nneon- 
adooaly 'feeling after ' thai aindy thai waa to give bim bk worid- 
lenowned name of ' Tbe Omitbologiat ;* and it k aa tlwa^ n 

• Dr. HellMriDttaa, cm the antibortlj of P. A. BaB«j. of P^iklfj, tkw wrftw 
of thli^-«*8hora7 altar the pnbUaitloD of Bnraili poeaM, Wlhte «««ie tehtai: 
ob|ecttig to oertata cf them. <■ aceeant cf their Improper twiliatj. Atthlitlm* 
the two poete were qalte imeeqiiafaited. Bnnie retanMd am eioie, ttet he wee 
eo moch eeoHteeMd to eommimieettoiM of thet deeeriptloe. ttet he prid BO attm- 
tioM to them : hot thet» ae WIleoB wee evldentlj Bo onliBBry maa. midakoatrae 
poet, he «o«M. la thai faMtaaee, dqMoi fkom the rale ; and he thw oBlBrad talo • 
t t w lh athm of himeelf and hto poema. Shortly altervarde^ WUeoa weat fkom 
FtaMtojtelynhlretoTWtBafae. Oa hie reton he deeofbed Uto telvHev with 
Bmwe la the moat laptmuai t ame * T iiimi l glTii a i IMI mi I ir iiiia irf tht 
faMldoBt, aad attrfboAea the tenalaatloB of an latoreoone helwooa the tw* peeto 
la WOmali eavy of Boraa. Ihla holaf dwva to WOma by eae of hie Ammfm 
fatwda,he l e batl ed thetajqWoa l«|Mla ll u a to the mn e l li e i ididtenaa." (Jtp, 
jnv.-H, aa brfofiu) Oar f eeat aad pel oa T 
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lingnle wcro given articulate spocch to \ititm to tlio plain U 
liona of this finely itning nntiiro^ To mruiy, * wQQTinj^/ 
lilondid wn^ea (then), wna ovoi^Uiing ; to one liku 
{Witson it wju thraldom Mid tneonneM i for montli hf 
[■ivi mdiilging hii bookiih likinga, Atid the bard ro«JUm 
rUy life, ooiiJd not bat bo tharp-edged againat hi* 
i< leal —Ml be teaA snd pondered hi« Sh&ko«pe&re and 
and Ooldamith, Robert Bkir and Beattie, all tho 
liis name woa appouing now and again in tbe Foots' ' 
al newapapera.* 

mentioned that his brotber<in-biw^ Wiluam 

romovad from Paialey to Qiioonsforry, and that 

Uowed him thither. By-and-byo Duncan re&oWed ta 

trough the eastern districts of Scotland as a Pedlar ; 

mvited him bmiher-in-Iaw to A^ompanjr him^ h# 

ho loom, and gl&dlji and fnU of radiiuit hope, went 

k ndw, untried capacity. Words wonTB baa been ridi- 

laking tba central Bgiire of the immortal ** Eicuraiun" 

I langhterf indeed, extinguiabod the originid title of 

r't^but be knew wliat he waa about. For multi- 

le proofa ttiat, with the inyariablc exceptions of never^ 

^at will forco themaolvca into every omployraent— thfl 

s^ or packmon, wore peculiarly remarkable for braini 

I capacity, and in Scotland atid tbe border-counties ol 

[1, Westmoreland, and LancaBhire, notable for tboir 



"Aplicn fOrd. t^\ Hatq nULttd thai WilMn rgntributfld FrOM uad T«n» 

9 Mtt(^iint. 6f tha klndncsi of A« B, M'Qrtigor, Enq.^ of OUqpifr^ t 

latiflfHtlDQ of niMltnf VfA. L dF Uio Gla*ffOiff Xaffoiinf.'-** Ptisted faj 

LT, n^C^" pjK £S7— and tbla l» tM thnl uwr iru pubUabad i mkI no 

pr«ciHl«d tt It WK« hdltod bj WLllImm KMnhal, Ym^., wrltnv 

blod kbout ;ai(^. At tli« dqU WUmh wju Id Am«rlt)L Tbi ^Alj butlo^ 

I Uili DOW «]t«Mtf«ly ftfioree bMk rt4 BuTtmX " h. mui't t, nuui (or &* 

noQuilj) pL lis, ind " O wut j« wbft'i In r<m towia,'* boftdod " Bf 

\, (nofor bofon ptiblLdiodX'* P- l^A- Tbo Utter li Lnttreitlng, ii 1m 

t Mkobntfia Uio Toat'n own *'b<nnl* J«wi>'' wMki Ifi U» asniit libit 

ntfomd to ftiioibflr. 

UtIoD of ll» r»M Wotlu ol Wonkwortfa, • Totiv, tvoi 



IXfL MmOEIAL-IKTRODUCnON. 

■hrowd eommon-aonao, and Abnndnnt rcioarooi of moihor-wii. 
SnIBce ii to muuo Uio ' pedlar/ biogrnphon of Donidd Cnrgill, And 
Poden^ and tho rest— Poter Walkor, and ' Sandy ' Laing oarlior, 
editor of the Eccentrie Moffazifte, and tho btor Alexander Laing 
of Brechin, known as one of tlie awcotoat as well aa the raciest of 
minor Scottish minstrels, and John Mngoo, author of TraveU 
in North and South ; and that large olaaa of stablo capitalists, 
who, from generation to generation until now, huve borne the 
name of Scotch Drapers, and than whom to-day, I know not of a 
more sterling race of hard-working men. Nor is this other than 
we might well anticipate ; for from Wilson's period onward, while 
communication between the great commercial centres was slow 
and dilBcalt, and these centres themsolTcs diminutive compared 
with their present gigantic extent, the ' pedlar ' or packman, or 
ehapman— for they were sometimes dosignated by the one and 
sometimes by the other — wore all-important to the inland districts. 
True, much of the clothing and otlior nccossarios that Uie moat of 
families require in country places wore Mioino' made. Still 
many things were needed which could only be had from a town 
if not brought to their doors. The Pedlar did bring thoni. Then 
the Proas was hot that mighty * fourth estate * it boosts itself now ; 
when The Timt* was an insignificant small folio for long, and high- 
priced, so that the Pedlar was welcome with his budget of news, 
national and family. Neither, once more, was the Post-ofllee the 
Briarens-handed, Argus-eyed, almost ubiquitious agency it is in 
1875 ; and thus the Pedlar was often called on to carry ' hidling ' 
(fnrtiTely), all manner of Terbal and written communications be- 
tween sundered hearts. A very little reflection will make it plain 
that the Pedlar then occupied no ordinary vantage-ground. 

There were several orders of Pedlars. The first was that of tho 
'horse ' padonen, that is those who travelled the country with 
their ' packs ' carried by a horse. These were the aristocracy of 
the elass. The next was the ' foot ' packmen, or those who bore 
their packs on their own shoulders. Both of these usually dealt 
in what was called ' saft ware ;* in other words, in clothes of 
variorn kinds. The dealers in < hard ware ' were the travelling 
Jtwdlen— a sort of 'gentle* tribe, at least they pretended to be 

\ 
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Icnlcrtt in cuilor;. All eiirric<l ihoir wniui in m eU«i4 

\ or Idwwt, divitleil into n groat nmny nopju^to drawon, 

, tlioro WAS n niimoroufl And lot* roa^^^Uibto clivw of 

Tho«o trftvonod out-o^tho-wAy pliteo* with ft 

Ivor tlioir ■hnulJon, containing nootllos nnd pini Mid 

|and A stock of ponny hiBtorios, bollodAp Jto., nud m 

ir nrm, fitlod witK ipooiia, oonibi, Upoi, * pinift/ 

and rvU m^innor of oddi and onds. Tho \an% doM 

' ocoonntod iutorlopoTB, ftnd oft«n broiiglii disgrooo 

ccDption to the ^ respoGtablci ' from thoir miBoondael 

^nd drinking proponiitiee, 

Alcxandi^r Wlbon bo Ion god to tho ' foot ' Pedlon, 

ItTial, a« a Pe^llor," of ITSQ-OO la a graph io oontribu- 

InwHtton cbaptor of our national HLvtorj ; whik hi« 

lo Tflckp' ' Apollo and tho Podlor/ 'Tho Lom of tho 

lid to A BrotboT rotllar/ And tlio * Ininltoil Pwllar/ 

lor Lottorfl| givo oinnjiing innighi Into tho HghU Mid 

Ion til res and ujisadvonturo^ joys and surrowi of 11 di 

Tlip ' Joiinial and Lottors/ too, sliow tliat whorovcr 

* famont historioiil coatlo, or othor niin, or birth- pliwo 

liont Worthy of tho Pait, or— chardotoristically— any 

|idour and boanty, * potUar ' Wilton u found turning 

Tluit ho cQinbinod tUo solicLlatian of iubsoriptioni 

hI volume of Poonis wiili his podlnry, in ali likolihood 

tho * wallet * ckst j and [lerchanco lod to thftt 

hiBulting ' troatmont wliich ho mot with* Be this oi 

|d too much native independence and unaccommoda- 

I foU in readily irith tho humiliationa to which very 

ofofttod Podlor hod to snbmit ; and it ■oomi protty 

o than at tho Looni wan Wilion m a Fodlar in a 

bupation, mavd in ao far as it bor« him out into tho 



[is Into day the Eooder may got a roalismg glimpia 

Wilson ofl ho followed his employment as a Podiar, 

Irmitted ma to giT« ft ikotoh of the Packman of from 

^undred years sgo — drawn from aiithoriUtivo sonrcei 

reminiflcencM of thoio who had boon ' in the line * 




kaflnibililyof 

M mo aMrbit(atiMflid«fliv* 
look of 
of 

durp, wmd 
Hj, ba hao to 

with an lorto of choncienL Ha 
cool^ntlior biood (whi^ » w calkd ' Ml 
not) in tho ikirtiy bat Bfii lanf— is iao, a « kaf 
tbo woffd MibolaiiCiTdfy aoi adjocsirdijX Ha 
onokBy aio of diab oovdarny^ asd aufuljf 
baoncheo ; bat tbia » amply cw a mfna i twi by tb* 
8waa-^b>wB waiatcoal, wbicb oomcb don Be0l7to bii 
atatdy limbo aio BiicaiH bb a pair of baam 
wbidibawoanapairof *ooo<arrna/ wbicb rmeb baSf-vi^ipbm 
legi. Sodi m oar Podbv or Piilmia ai a tjpo of tbo vViWL 
Od bk bade » a gioai balo of gDoda» aqomo, aad acacly mn99i»i m 
apadc.dieet,atnpped aad ctoaa^tnppod vitib Watbiir bosu mul 
bo^lea ; and aboro tbia apyn, and iimlj rtii|<pai Avotb U* t*o 
oibor, m a madTamaDor balo of gooda^ of a kini bmoI m wmfwm ; 
and to tbk bk 'dwan ' m mada fat In Ui right baad m a 
aCroog waDdng-alide, vitb a dmip «pibo* inmrtid Mtbabwtr 
end; and witb tbii ka not on(f aoppirti bimiilf m vaSbi^ U« 
fbnda 'aff' tbo dnp • for ofrmj dog, aoambov or ^Abor, 
1 a gioat antipalkj to padnmn, aa W&M 
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*' It firojp «t bcjili my ror* hUM, 
And sn^catfl mo nt ilk iforc, 
To iUink bow hit Vm puiicn wuitp 

Wiieu drairing n«ar * tloor ; 
Out apnnga Uto tmulifF Ibraitj^U tlio muti, 

Wi' fcU Corboroftu ro*r^ 
And growling, oa he i-ually mottUt 
Mo luitaQtly devour ,. 

AUtc» thiitiliiy*" 

pfT, toOf ho cAn oAso hiA ahouldorv, by liickiiig it in IIlo 
i]d him^ itoadying it with bta hand, ftnd than ftllowiitg 
est on tlio top of it. In bi» fob — bao woo bit* o* wniat- 
la Uion, no tlio »t»o w' tlio mw>tU o' ft cuttio-wtftn'a iioit 
I J brood wdtcli — iimio o* yor ogg*aboU liikhi' wbigmn- 
laiicht wally auo, thrtt Gllod tlio UiHT (tlto iiAlm) an* that 
r tlio frwo o* ftuld carlo Thno wf aay. Tin wntchin' yo— 
Iwbich la a atrong atocl cbain, aitd to tbat igain aro ap- 
1 or throo brAaa boaIi, ono or two atnall koya^ a a!ioU— a 
I no Btrippit biickto—and ftn old et>in, ixU which hftng, 
llworTO, balf way down to his knoo, whoro tlioy danglo 
l> tido, M ho wondi altjwlj *' owr<* muir, an* dalo, an* 
luia equipped f you havo a voty plain man bofori) ymi, 
Jiwct, no pretence about anything ; but you muat fcol 
ladcr, that he ia a nifui of iomo means and aubatanoo^ 
In ono whom it would bo aofo to prat wi', or ti^ oon^ 
111 in any wny^ by a novice. 

lar, thcn^ ia intfoducod ; and Iiaving thus, *o to lay, 
lis with him, wo must naxt try to got at tho fabric of 
Itnn, and ao must follow him in tho O5tor«iao of hia 
lavocation. Bearing in mind, accordingly^ what*liko 
Podlar waa, capocially tiie capabilitioi of hia facial 
i also what waa aaid oa to tho changoi in hia miuinor 
ording to thooo ho chanced to bo dealing with, or 
I with him I whether »oUmg ont of the pack, or wliilly- 
lt*t shelter and ft cog o* bro*0; an* aomething tiU't, or 
ry or singiu' a aang. 
Iheso distinoUre chuTActoristica of th« erder in miod^ 
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"VmmhBUkiMm ha 

tiMdbyr nmkkHRlmJ 

■ tlttlwrfiyjw^tliBiliiil iMoommjm{ 

Mn^tkafa^^toMl W««hoAI««kttdliaftj«a*l 

Mkm^f cfteaqrvMlfm. I tei jirt bsM ^Acni* «■, fadblii' 

1hkI» dndDa' tee door to door, »* daoB' a* I caa lo sv tiM t«s 
€B*bMokoltiM«Hlo*tiM joor, vhflk, liliMiiilW HiiBaM(tek- 
tngoffluilKMnwi)Ika3ajo1naioBibieilodo jH, tlM* I caim 
ki^« ''WhaawMTomiCaMeo, 8aaBden?'*nHinreithe; 
ma, ««TImj tdl. ma, tliat ttio Freack m canms ovre to 1 
aiootyilkk and stow. Wlni aiv tho Gkno* bodiei to tbat I 
an' wliai ither aewa hao joa ia joar tisTda I ** *' Anlb, gado- 
maa," latania oar Pedlar (aad let Ha polkj be aotodX "tUe 
ia oaly waj first c at a et aia' I waa at 61aaeo\ for I kea je Uke to 
aee what's m mj pack alors its shown to a* the wail' ; bat sa I waa 
gaan to saj, I wis at Glaaco* kit oak (week), aad tkere'a aaethiiv 
bat waia and raflsoais o* wafs there, jist aa tiM Halj Beak o* 
God foreiella. The hals tooali ia anas ; naethiof bat! 
an' dnuamia* free momia* till aichf* (Tear mall, J 
and Saanden daly haada his ewe-horn ' maD,* or saaff-boz, to 
the laiidy who, erideallj deeplj interested, takes aa wimiaiias 
pinch of his fafonrite saaC) *' Aweel, Sir, jiat as I waa sajiag ; 
at the Terra time I waa iaTweedlednm aad MTwistcr^ wanhoase 
^70 kea I aye get mj godes free the beet hoaae in a* GlMoo^—ia 
cam twa o* their waiehoaee bit callana, in Uietr regiaMatals : a€ 
gaed the red coat aa' oa went the bhid^ dona gade the gaa aa' 
apgsed theelwaa; aad yet they tell aw a' this sodgeria* ■ im 

I kintia mean rin m a Biardi (ra BMHse) thqr i^."* 

\ 
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lueji, nwfu* tiuiDi. Tlio LfrnVi luin*a heavy np^' tho 
lidcr^/' iiitcmipteU the gudqman* And Eninulors 
I If to bo interrupted, dcxtornnsly iliifting ^oynd. 
Ird) tao Aforo I got thii lan^h^ Sir, th^t tho Roveront 
Itanjip-imo, o' Monthoolio, has gr^ton > en' (tho* Aomo 
o't to bo Biia niunedj bntotily apr<!eio»Uti«n) to the 
'alonun, whfvro Tin jAloiuin tho itoopond 1 no bo 
I nnist be «uppc>flod tJint tho Lnird of Powdrakoi wm a 
■ With tlio Erakino folk or niUoapio], "An\ Sir, lu 
^oatcm'i mom in' Bomobodj or ithcr tAuld me — oo 

I Laird o' Uaa]oy«hAw'i ftultlcat son gudo frioiii 

k-jikoH, na 1 bclH fin' in tbo liftmo-gain * " (Another 

crvation ; for, notice, tho Lftird i» lUi older in tho 
the giidojimn o' Powdrttkca An if lit boclit fmo 
[would not do to sen* him enipty-hauded fme Pow- 
\o pnt it in bis poviror to toll lic a tiling ; «11 of wliioh 

I littlo ftdyonturor know* full well) " tAuM mo, Sir^ 

Irriftgo Atwc<!n llAb RonghoAd o' Windy Waa*, mid 
l-tho-Dcnt o* Blackduba, is broken ikfT. Diit they 
] «p ftgAin, for thing* o' tliii tort, ye ken, ru-o iimo 

|n hnil." " But Pm forgettin' myftoF ^(now conic« 

' I tiiAtin lot yon see «ome thing yon hinnri «ocn the 

I twal month, Pni thinking, ony wAy.** *' Yo ncHiduA 

mutUf pnck, Peter, At onyrAtOj** somewhat gruffly, 

Iter o' the home ; for ho ia touched le^ehuw in the 

lib RougbcAd, if we mi^dit tAny to inquire : " Ye 

] out the mucklo ane for I dinna think we atnrn in 

Ithing fnw it tho dny/* "Hoot, gudcman,'* quite 

Vesponda Saundora, " aay ye*ro no atirc, an' that a i^ 

oakin*; wait tiil ye aeo. I ken your blaek coat U a 

1, an' yell hae to be ftfonr yonr bottera, yo kon, or^ 

|if a' hand richt (glancing at tho miatrota), an* the 

our) to her f— (a baptiam in tho dietaneo. ) Sae when 

I warohouae, 1 laid my han'a on a bit bhick cUith— it 

^aa left o' the wab— the Provoat'a wab as thoy cai*d it, 

J luit aflf the foro en* o't by way o' hanaolp I wa* 

1 1 to myiel'p y« Jnaun gang wi* mo, ony way ; ye'ro 



Um TCfim tluDg for a gmdm ffieo' o' sdae." 
toM been «MlnpiNi«— «« Then. k«k alUat; bkv j« •'« a liii 
diiUi wTaMpon*! lolw compmt'd wf tinlf m*aea1iodj«>' 
diiUi tee, m aill ib' mpI7 m a ano ■ (aov'a) 1^ ; mom o' jo«r 
ahOpit wont wal« UhI j« coiiU blaw own tiM nggiB* wi' the wis* 
o' josr iKMi (eoos^) ; thm Tcnm baaea o1 will vmt i«s«n twa saw 
eoate o' aona daHk Ooom wks tnat joand' wT a eoal at Um 
IVofost'i wab— oalj haod it apaiwaaa 70a m*tiM lidrt ; tiM betl 
8azon Waii o* Ea^', ajed V tiM woo*, aa* auida o' tiM Yory betl 
o' ilafil CoaM Boo^ aev«i qaaitaia laaid, Iwa dla ib' tluaa naib 
0% wffl Biak' ja baith a coat aa' waateoai aa* a pair o' eootikaaa 
foibje— lhat*b to a^, if 7a gai aa bonM* tailor; bat, wae*8 ma, 
wbaiaaia 7a to gaiaahofiaai tailor f WbatmjTatiirtyLoirdl'' 
"Tb aa waatia* il kw% auua, Baandan," icpKoa tha worthj 
farmer, 'adimiawaiit it; btttbacbith'awaolcMBdbo'iiakiBd; 
a tbochi taa nny thiakin' diai i' tbo gripi Forbja, if I waatad a 
coat at a'y I wad nuther haa a boa (Uoe) ana. MTbat priee aiajTa 
ba patten on tba like o' that, aa?" Befora answering the ({nertioo, 
Saanden goee on to my — " Noo, gndcman, je ken wed a bbck 
eoat is an artide o* dress that aae Christian man sod want->je eaa 
gang to kiriL or nuukct wi*t, bridal or boriaL Only hand it np to 
the lidit, an' look at the eokmr, as blade an' glossy as the wing o* 
a craw. Tha minister himsel, honest man, ne'er had the like o't 
on his back. Tell (eel) no gnidgo me fire-aa'-twenty shillin's for 
the ell o't, an' yo'so got the odd nail to the baigntn." • • • . 
" Aofl^teen shillin's ! ang^teen shillin's, the deU that I sod ban— 
tha Chide foigie me for doin' sse— anghteen shillin's ne'er bodit 
tha staff it's made o' ; bat as I hae said mony a time ahint yoor 
back, ye'rs a Incky man to trsde wi', see I redcon I mean let ye 
haet at twa^aa'-twenty an* sszpenoe, bat oot o' that I winna mak 
it a hair o' my baird tae the faither that begat me." [He wea 
long dead, bat it wea Baanders' phrsse.] '< Twentjt MadJe 
oUeeged to ye ; na, na, [folding ap the doth slowly.] I see wa 
eanaa ded the day ; bat if ee winna, anither walL There noo, 
amk it aaither shillin* an* agroat, an' yell get it, for, as I ssid afqfs^ 
I qra Kka ea to haaedl my peck. Wed— wwl, there it is, keep 
affthegroat. B«tnisBDebaapairmao,if Igugonatthkiata." 
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[btrcas : ** Aforo 1 jmt up my packp I ntftun bi ee «#« 
huena acen the peop o* ; it*i « »ort tiyrtod^ tho' (not© 
again) by «nq eo tn^y h^j heard o'. There's % ili&w), 
the maioh o^t in thb pairt o' the paruh ony way | 
ink^t than a ihawl for uze^made o* tho Tory Wt 
'^anew pattern that onJy eain^ oot the ither day. 

Ihat'B no the way it*s worn. AUoo mo. Ther« noo, 
■eun' an' leu k yertel i' the glow. DLa it no luit her 
dem&n I (Half naida : ' What need I say that — & weel- 
koti onythtng wool/) Yo ken, tnem^ Tin no tell-tala ; 
aay^ if ye lik^f that it's fur the lady o* Gowan^leea ; 
getfl it, it will &Mi them twa-thrcQ pund notet an' * 
way ; but I canna pairt wi't on ony terma, m I nood 
the AooT a* Go wan — eonfoond my lang tongue \ Did 
\m fringcB, mem, theyVe made o' the Wt lilk." . , . 
na tak that for't ; I kon wharo 111 get m&lr. Som9 
richt TAunty wi' this about their ahouthen at the kirk 

\j ; an' aoe they may, fi>r iiller canna aye buy the lik^ 
' Oh dear I but ye're aoir on me the day ; ye ken 
implo body, an' itan' in yor skaith for mony mi»ltit}iB 
many a nieht'a lodgin' i soe if I gie yo't for twa puniU 
ina, yo raaun promiie me yell no aay boo ye cam by't, 
need I darken the door o' Oowonylooa," 

Iho bargain la ooncludod. Two aaloa, and a denty 

purae, no mucklo leas than glide aughtoon ihilUn'i ob' 

i>|lt ; nud iH) Sauivdtni» ti'iulgc* on in hia roiinda, 

nnot lento him yot. Wo have only aeon one aide, §0 

_ iofoTO we part, let na next luppoM Saundora to enter 

ite the family it partly grown up, and whore titers ii 

Mtraint than at Powdrokoa. The uaual aahitationa 

^ho nowa diacuiaod, one of tbo 'dochtera' (Jenny, 

n) accoata him with-" But, Saundora, whare'a Uie 

omUed to bring me fme Gli«<;^' » / »«« 5^ i^en'a V 

™miMra, bat iH performer. Ribbon I ye daft 

brooht oe aomothing worth tw^ nbbona, for (in jetr 

kiaa to carry « frae»ne yekenopon^'m Uunkin' 

wna loit in my keepin' ony way. Boeatye." . . , 




'^biita'tlMl'aavmfraemeMW. At for Jeimj n' ow, ii*i bo for 
nMthing tlie g|ed wkistki (aaoUicr old prorerb luBtof oft tho ' 
letter bo hod doljdolmiod during tho <to«do' froo jooic6ody; 
OBd whi^ on tho while the gadowile joloooed.) 

''iroothmcBeodedmyvmy^thedqr^bodMor . . . <<Ko; 
woel BOO ill dime, oaither day will do oo wooL Bot I*b gnoi to 
ooiiop m7poa[owoothing; ooe, eo eoa toko leak: iiwilleooi 
JO Boethiog. (AguB policj.) . . . «< Boy o woiotcooft pieee, 
lod f Thero'o a owoadowo for ilko^y woor ; theio*o o Comper- 
dowBfforjoaBtin'wi*; thero'o a Moaiol f or a IdA waioteoot Bat 
whaor% my wiDigoloorio t Ay, oomo in owxo, my bonny doo, an' 
boy a fowapioeo. 800 there'o a gingham, a brent new potteiB, 
foit eokmn, H wadi wool, tho boot o' Turiioy rod— fifteonponeo 
to ither folk, but fimitcoB OB* o bawbee to yov." . . . '•0«de- 
wiio, yoVo daft tho dqr, oleoa rod-wod. Tbnponeol Thon^tho 
moB that mode il had boith otoloB tho yon an* cheoted the 
weaver, I eooldaa ooU it al thoipriee; botifyo^ for a chooiT 
«rtMle,IeoBiiye,oltho*ldidBathtBkoowaro'tho kiad thot 
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pit ch&Ap thingfl. Soe thera*! m glide pnnt ftl 

' there's nnithor at Ihe saTne ; lhore*i & genty Uttog 
k wn* therc*a ftnitlier no mucklo wntir ftt aught an' » 
I That Bilk neopkin, Willi ^^ cost iOTon an' sfupence m 
Lt Tso gto 0e*t for the »jut ftn* iai ; it'« «ilkf real Ingj 
I cof t « dison o* them ttae a lailor lad on iho Aprao — 
I ken t — that's tbe hinmost o' ihcnn, an' it*ll n6 be Ijing 
way," . . . ''Thjink jro^ btit I cwina Uk it." 
tng to tho * goon * — ** Hoot^ it comei nM to muckle 
Ither ^ fourtoon *n' a bawbee, did I aay ? Let nie neo, 
j tho goon, &nd a qnartor for mondin\'* (Intorrnpted.) 
I^el niAH, wool, ye*Be ^et it for the iilx, but Vm miicktd 
(Resuming,) ** Whare va* I at I Ay ; AUght eUa 
tn'a ; an' atight iippenccs is inxteenpcnoe ; that mak't 
pat ; an' then there's — but I rock on I maun fling awa' 
an* mann gie owro-an'-abune twa-throe hanks o' 
it wi' ; but then the quarter —say nine an' aaxpenee 
Wiare's my elwon 1 (To iittle Willie— Thank ee^ 
low, ye'U be a man afore yer mither yet) » , . 
Iht will buy it in ony shop ? Ill niak ye a protent o*i 
It aucht an' twa, an' a shillin' to tell't wi\ Po I tio 
lo on my ain shanks-naig, an^ walo my gudot wi' my 
|pny them on the nail ? Hae I a heavy shop-rent aw' 
I my he id ? Bae ye see I can undersell the best o^ 
I ; bit ril mak it the nine, an' frae that IH no steer 
in'L" . , . '^Na, na, I canna, I roatly canna 
, *'Wecl, there it'i tae yej an' I wush (wish) ee 
\X Bit min'p I maun get a new pair o' glovea at tho 
riage). . * . And thna Satinderii the Pedkri 
r day by day, 
^hos in homely faahion — and not disdainlBg our Doric 
as required— may aid in Tivifying the life of 
jilson as a Pedlar, and add new meaning and colour- 
to hii 'Joumali,' Lotten, and related Poemi. 
\\jf one has a ourioua feeling in reading the rebuSa 
lipplicancy of the * Journals/ in the knowledge that 
Iflteod of the tun that wat thnt yoked to a dnng-cari, 
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httoi 
m liSa te ito 
,1 ipMk critieally IB oar Emyoa A* life] 
Writoigi. A Meoiid editioi^ witk iM i Uiw aad OTfMww, w 
vpof vnaoldeopinof thafinly foDowediii 179L ItvMt 
in Um w o f iug -ihopt aad eonMn o* Um i tiujU of Benliwikxre, 
and IB a fauaible kiad of wmj tho Aothar boeuBo knovB. IW 
chief additioB IB 1791 VM «<TlM ImrI DnpMed,* «]ud^ M 
beeo origiBaDj md ib Um PlMitbeoB, JSdSahmg^ aad pmbUMd 
■epiiilely ahwg with a ▼wy poor c oin|i i nw B pof by PkJpeB, wm 
iB thoBKNiUHof tho IHenrydrcleiof Beolbad. Thocrmiof 
hii work M a Pbel^ hk iBiButiOilo «« Watty aad Meg,** thaB wfckh 
Ortado or Toaifln hv bow paiBled low-fife with awn csBBiig 
haBd, wai itill to cobm. It wai pmUnbod oariy ia 1793 aa a 
poBBy di^Hbook withoot hia Baaw, aad, aa already stated, waa 
aaeribed to Bona. He had giToa up hk ' pack ' aad retoniad to 
LochwiBBodi aad the Loom ; aad he ia foimd bow there aad bow 
ia Plydey iB a hooM adled <The Domhd,' 'weaviag' hot chafiiv 
aguBit tha yoka. Nerer Twy atraig phyMdly, it would eecm 
that ha gaira wi^ to aielaadtoly, eiva deep de a pnndefy . Hii 
Ltttm are ■(fcfling Ha wai ia aid pofar^ and 
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Idoop laelwieholy brooded otot him. He wnit *ill ftt 

ItimwU, RTid for hia dnwn-trodflen fellow -cotintrymen. 

flflflhi^i of dry humour und biting uutmam. In hi* 

r could GTon make a jwt of hii poverty, Thu* ftmoog 

MuBe\im unpubliflhed I^ISS., Uvcre is thia mock- 



lumblo petition of A, W, humblj tb<^weth that your 

lie, nnd has been for iome itnia pjut, gnorjotiily tiflHict^d 

ht of pecunm ; the want of which hns brought him to 

pircumstances that no person ever experienced but htm- 

|thereforf} flAttera himaetf that the chari table diaposition 

ayt i>howi itself in you, on like oecnsionfl, will alto 

itielf in the relief of your poor petitioner, and your 

leholl ever ptTij. "A, W/" 

I He of ihni gift of satire whicli belonged to him involvod 

niblos that all nnconaeiotiflty wore to ihape hii appointed 

I In "The Shark; or Lang UiUa Detected/' "The 

or Light Weight/* wid •* High's Door ; or the Temple 

l*^ there remaiTt «pc<^imenB of It is drastic poriTaHure of 

Importances and petty tyrant*, who locally wielded a 

ef authority " hariUy and pitilosaly. Technically, if not 

Heae, and it U believed othort, were adjudged libelloni ; 

Ireault waa that Wilaon, who manfully avowed their 

T>j WRB fined heavily, eondomned to hxim the poem* at 

a, being unable to pay, sent to jatl. In thoa© daya 

political atmoaphero waa aurchnrgcd with electricity, and 

eak what are now truisnvs of civil and religious freedom 

^ be treason againat the monarchy^ and treiwoa to the 

n possibility, such biting sarcasms were perilous. From 

reault through raaoarchea into tlie character of the 

(tten nobodies (or bodiea only) concerned, I am not 

ono line of the poems was unwarranted, Tlie one 

\\g thing ii that, according to his accusers, Wilson in 

iary straits had oflered to suppress the satires for a 

ium of money. That I, for one, disorodii His 

"Paialey Jwl, ^vt May, 1703" (Vol I., pp, 58-0) 

^ tittlfl of lopport to thft aUegaiion ; yet, ia it to 



zzxviiL MBXOBiAirumoDUcnoir. 

kb eodariiig honour thit, when jtuu After in Ameriem his hrothar 
bfooi^ OTcr these poeme m ihiDking it woaM pleeee him, he 
threw them into the fire anreed, njing thet if he had followed hit 
worthy lether'e eonnseb they nerer should haTe seen the li^t.* 
Be It remembered, he waa yoang and fenrid ; that the ttrogi^ 
then ai einoe waa an aneqnal one between capital and laboor ; thai 
'property' enforced iU righta and eschewed iU dntiea ; and that 
cooler heada naed the young Poet for their own ends. At the Teiy 
aame period, Robert Boma waa 'anapect' from anpposed Jacobinic 
aymiwthy with the French Rerolation that waa thundering over 
Europe, and which thoae who ahouted 'God Bare the King* 
imagined they silenced by atopping their own fooUsh ears. 
William Wordsworth wss at work on his "Apology for the IVench 
Berdution: By a Republican,**— that grand Philippic which it has 
been my good hi^ to give to the world for the first time. 

Wilson looked wistfully across the Atlantic The sky of Britain 
was dark. The ' people ' were in extremity of suffering. A Tague 
terror was in the air. And so, giriug reins to an always Tivifying 
Imagination, he persuaded himself that in the young Republic he 
should find himself a freeman, and with new poasibilities of win- 
ning his way. From an unpubUshed Manuscript of his life-long 
friend, the Tenerable Thomas Crichton, of Paisley, now before me, 
I gladly take an accoant of the aad yet hopeful away-going. It 
mna thua : — " SoQn after uttering the mournful sentiments of this 
poem [" Tean of Great Britain "] our patriotic bard reaolved to 
bid adieu to hia native ahorea ; and that CTening, that beautiful 
summer erening when I Isat aaw him, ia still fresh in my recollec- 
tion. At this time he waa thoughtful and concerned, and aa we 
atood by the banks of our favourite river, the Cart, our conversa- 
tion waa aerioua and interesting. His determination to leave his 
eountiy was, however, fixed, end his views and anticipations of 
future prosperity were directed to the shores of Columbia, which 

•M-OsTtetooUebUfaoeqili t]Meinrmit"«Tflf«poii&" It wen umuli^, if 

it ««ra not aontwluft hmI, to read tiM awMtniek honvr aad b»tod bimlh with 

widek the !!«▼. J. & DkkmMk, la bis life of WUmm, tolb that "1m had oran 

' eaii ll ii l the h%beatp«woa to the land." Why nomf hadeaerrad Itf and ivho 

wH air the Oaa«|«a did Botr 



ME]io]UiLL-£iniu>Dtrcnor. 



oxii. 



I «a tho aaylnra f>f tho tmfortimiite. WhQo ho felt tho 
evoiy geiK^rouH And aifGCtioimto hc&rt muit iee\ mt 
^h (a few) sU^ndi' friends, he, with firm resolution^ wia 

ta «noltllnt<^r oil the uiconvonienee And dfttigon of ft 
loM the Atbntic ; ^nd, with IJttU mouey in hii pockety 
|fr>rvrard to more proB^icFoiift JAya on tko b<uiki of thit 

Yet with oil his plcjuiing anticipntiojui I eon euiftj 
Lt, when aur intorosting cnu^nnt took the lost Look of 
hg short:a of his native Tslo^ ho would fool dUpoved to 
I boloved oonntry in tho lon^imgo of luiothor of Seotk'i 



inrll I UrtweW I dear Doled onia^i strfind ; 
Igh though thou bo, thou'rt lUII mj ontiTo 
Im from thee, I e«ek a foreign shore, 
Indii, kindred* country,, to behold no mere. 
lVl^^^ desr ostive Land, from whence I |»r^ 
thfl beit blesaings of « broken htsart i 

vbt re I may, nor binowSj rock*, nor wind, 
I add of honour to my tortwr'd mia±* '* 

Itortur'd mind '* is too strong ; but emigration in I7JK1 

I fill thing to most, nnd tlie * grctit ioa * % mystic wid 

world. His LetUsr from ''Philadelphia, July 25th, 

L, pp. 59-62)— A long and important one, addroised 

|r and * atop * niotJier, reminds ns of tlio proudly -pro- 

lla that the ' marrolloiis boy/ Chattorton, wroto down 

Ihcr and sisters from London ; und yet, under all the 

Jipru is a distinct conacioussieM of tho need of uttermost 

ul dlligonee o^cn in tho wonder-land of tho new world* 

I M now (for tho first time) fully brought togother and 

ally arranged toll his life-story unstudiodly *nd stntply. 

f of resource and readijieM to turn his hand to anything 

[ belongs to our more modem conception of tho Yankee 

.„.,! a diancegob in a eoppor-plat© printer's offieo to a r^ 

If "weaving,' and from a like reniiui{ition of the ' pack * to 

LhooImMter, he oomoi before ua « a tnmn of indomit- 

\y and high-panxwKl «*olve. The last employment^ 

Inough, wmt to ha« been do ordinary aue^aa. 



^ 
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^aAmium to 
■lik»; for h$ von goklea opinions from all, and draw 
knn Ttrj oonndenblo nnmbon for tho period. Hk 
'Sdbool'kMpingwMalMUMidaodwitktlio romance of tko ^'old 
oldatoej'of loTo. Gertain of hit Lottart indieato thai in aoiM 
waj or other hit affoetioni had b ee n w o n bj a " fair bdy,** and 
thai tho ooow of their lovo did not" nmeBMoth." Saire in hie 
rather /9111M linee to ''LaTtnia" — t oc o rerod hj na— there ia nothing 
anbetantiTolj indicatiTo of tho naoal poetic ardonra toward the 
aoftcr aez. Hie Lettora enable va to trace him throogh ▼ariona 
of the Statee of tho Union. TU a p pointment that wont meet of 
an to detennine hie fntore wae that of TeadMr of a eeminaiy in the 
townehip of Kingeee, neer Gmj'e Feny, on tho river SehnyUdU, 
abont fovr milee from Philadelphia. Thia bronght him into 
friendly relatione with men capable of appreciating him and of 
aiding him in hie blind gropingi after hie pfo d eetined work. There 
wae WnxiAM BASTBAXy the etroog-heeded, large-hearted, afar- 
eeeing Botaniet and Natinaliit, wboee gardene are eweetly and 
pictoreafiQely emig of in " The Rural Walk ** — another of our re- 
oorered poema, hy Wilaon. There wee Lawaoo, the EngraTcr, 
who moet willingly eeconded hit efforte at aelf-instmction in draw- 
ing from nature and etching. There were Librariee, too, whence 
booki on natural history and trareb and Toyagee were fetched. 
It is a life of a noble kind that is thus brooght before ns— pro- 
tracted ardent application to the duties of the School, and at hard- 
won leisure hours in ardent pursuit of knowledge in the face of 
aU diiBculiiee. One Letter opens to us at last the eecret of his 
destioy. It is a brief ecrsp to Crichton, and must be given (1st 
June, 1803). . . . "Close application to the duties of my 
profession, which I have followed since NoTember, 1705, has 
deeply injured my constitution, the more so that my rambling dis- 
position was the worst calculated of any one*s in the world for tha 
austere regularity of a teecher*e life. I haTo had many pursuits 
ainoe I left Scotknd— Mathematica, the Qerman Language, Muaio, 
Drawing, Aa, and I ax how about to xakb a collmtiov of all 
ovm mmT Bnoa.'' * Elsewhere— in the Eesay before named— I 
OEamine criticaQ^, and neirerthelees qrmpathetically, hia aohiero. 
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! work apfieafcd is 1901^ ToIosq 

A^ Mi«a to Volume TIIL m Idll, vitJi tka 

Bi of Ui« ckat^ of " Mr. Wibon r 

aU printed uxukr kia ovn e|«* aad 

I f riroda ia ScotUnd fei to b« ** pabtklbed m Ko^tvib' 

Three monilu before tb&t he waa fone. He died 

An^n^t, 1S13, m the 4Sth jctf of hk ag^ " TIm 

t hit brDllier, wlta bad t fev jcan pftrioQilj joiiitd 

icrs " Uiei I ho«d ol hit <ick3t««, I wetil to the ct^, 

lim ipeochloai : I caiighi hia hA&d ; be wemed to 

fid ttmt WA« aXL He died next mommg M &me 

f rmnd thui told the immediate c*iiso of the fin^ 

■ 111 ho WM iittitig in the house of one of hm fmndt, 

IplniYntirm uf <ynweriatiofi» ho ch&nced to eee & bird of 

L for niici rif which he Imd lon^ been in ecjurh. WiUl 

Hiip^stti 1*0 run fnit, followed itj tiraai ftcrt^a a rirer, 

Hnd lliiwn, tired ftt, lulled, and obuined the object 

pitr^^Ul I tuit P4tig^ht a ooldy which, bringing cm 

i<U 4 Iti lit* ilMittt '*! Hii renulni were deposited iu 

im^ ^ Ike HwedUh Charch, in the dktria of Souths 

^^Mi' WhiW in good health he h*d, in ft conTorift* 

f^^^v*i#4 « «rkh to be Uid in leme rural vpoi where 

l«w^ «iifvr 4i« trraewi. ' His chAractemtic wish ««■ * 

v^ \im>^ i bui iiihough the Swedish Church b in ft 

gtbtirii^l, J my lelf p on pftfing m pilgrtm-rkit to 

\ im vkiiv^e piping ao(l}j and rweeUjr within ft few 

I A ^hliMu iikftrbte tftble^monumeni been the following 
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OOTKftI THB ftXMAIVt OF 

ALKXAVDKft WIISOV9 

AUTBOft OF THB 



Ml WAS BOBR nr BBvrmswBHiBa, aooTLAmt 
cnr THB OiH JViT, 17M ; 

BMMBATBD TO THB VMUED fEATBi 

nr THB TBAB 17M ; 

ABD 9IED a FHZLAVBLPHIA, 

OF THB DTIBBTBBTy 
OB THB 2^a> AVQVWtf 1813, 
47. 



It k a plMimre to be aUo to giro an engraTing of tUa ; 
aad of tlia qoaint old ClmrclL Nor ia it a leM plaamra to fo- 
ptodooe, from a PhUadeli^iia nemwpupet (<oi Feb. 38» 1B40X * 
of hia djing wiih, whkii it not witiMWt trao 



" In eooie wild fomt ihade 
Under eome ipreeding oak or waving pfaie^ 
- Or old ehn fcetooned with the bidding Tine^ 
Let me be laid. 

Inthiadtm, loneljgroi^ 
No foot intnuiTe will dietorb mj dnet ; 
Bttto'ermeeongtof the wild Imde ihall barely 

Chemog the spot 

Not anud chaniel ttooee, 
Or coffin^ dark aad thiefc with ancient moald. 
With tattered pan, aad fringe of eankered goldy 

lli^ feet my bonee ; 

Bat let the dewj roea^ 
The ■Mwdrop aad the Ti^et^ lend perfame 
Abofa the epot wher% in mj fpmtf 1 



MSiromiiL-tHTBODircmoif. 



Yo«r litei? year, 
I WiUiin tbo silver btrob tre« o^er i!)# Imng^ 
I Tha cbirping wren ih&tl reu' li«r c*ltow j^fUUg,^ 

Shall build her dwelling i 



And 4i the purple dawn of day, 
I Tbe t«rk iholl chuil & pealing totig «boT% 
And the abrill quail iibidl pipe hor loug of U>¥« 
Wben eTe grows dim and gray* 

Tb« blackbird Md lb« titrasfap 
The golden oriole, «haU flit tronnd, 
And woken with a mellow gust of ■onml 

The foreat iolemn bu«b. 



Birdi from ibe distant ■» 
SbaU eometimoi bither Bock on mowy wbigt. 
And eou- obo^e my duet in uiy Hqgi^ 

Singing ft diiige to me." 



-,i/*r 
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I m Allied, ai m the nd iteiy 
BMiBOABn Wnmry "diovMd* 

it ; aad oowud, csltared iBi 
Apolioi ■wlhud WnuAM Wilwi^ of the gml 

of Berth ; ani onnod itiD, Jomr Wnaoory 

Hoiihy' of Baay-oided genioB ; and tha jut-gona 




Joor Wnaov, of Boaib^* a prinoe among nuBnonaxy-tdiolan ; 
and lofabla Piofbha Gbobob Wnaov, of tha dainty f ancj and 
gift of wp9bA and pen ; and bia antiquarian Ixother, 
I Dahixl Wnaov of Ouiada : with, in more eeqneaiaiad 
f tha Witeom of Giaenocky earlier and later, who eang of 
<<Th« ajde," and the '•Pleasnrea of Piety ;" and not forgetting 
Obbbul Sn BoBXBT Wnaoir, one of Wellington'a heroea. But 
taka them all hi all, perhapa none of them all haa leeored a moia 
vniqaa^ ae, eertainly, none haa a more enduring phwe in tha gBila> 
M ttomb of tiM (Md and tiM New Worlda. 



. . . "Time lee we^ in tliii natire image-Bght^ 

No leek, wlieie Art and Netore joynM be ; 
VTho, ihmtion, will in idleneM deli^t^ 
And make not nonro bia Mioitjt 
Aa Earth by bim tame wildenieaa again, 
80 Natora in bim mate for Uok of pain. 



Labour and oar^ then, moat familiar ba^ 
- Tboroagbtbairigorof men'aedueaftkm; 
To ginauiiklad, agafaMt neoaaiity. 



ASptnon. 



ih-. 



FrotectioQ in lOine ho&c«t<»cciip«iioili 
And ftli grow underUkoni— Dot a droiM t 
Both tgoonmce ftiid idloneia trnknown,'^ * 



ADDinONa 

following I^ttem (not huTing bo^n oKUined until 
had been printed ofl) lu^ Added here,— all hitherto 
Id. Their headingi point out their reapectire placea : — 

•LETTER Vm,* 

-hdltJi— ^Md wUhn*— f rqm WlUiiumbu^b, dut ntkla^, 

Rh, Jan. 26, 1701. 



I ftm vety iorry that the uncommon oosnienen of tlie 

nd ft pcrplexitf of affnirft, Has entiroly prevontod me 

bg out to ioe you, I was dotermined^ Sunday wjli m 

kve paid you ft Tiait, but waa taken badly, and acarccly 

pv© for four daya, by runnin^^ one stormy night, from 

Olaagow and home again, without intormiaiion, on a 

9kir. I waa much concerned, on coming from the etai 

i hear of little Peg^gy'a mbfortuno. I hare apokon to 

^ona who haTO oxporicnoed the like diaortler, and hare 

recoTored by the aimplo mconi of a cold bath^ 

ad ojter^e. I would aincerely ad rise you to dlarogard 

preBcriptiona that every old wife ia ready enough, on 

|>f thla kind, to tecommend. The atmpIcBt remeUiea 

the moit iacceBtful, and, conudenng her age^ I kat^ 

of hoT recoT«i7, When in Paisley » I ahall spedi to 



I f^t Omilla, Lodl BfwM brmn 4 toIil VoL L.pi m r Of 



^fL 



Dfc flilwil, mUk wham I mi ■niiiwlii, —a wfcKl ia tful fit 
WpnKfibwOT mMm ikdleoiljnMiMftkiiV. luikvpfto 
kMT tint jm M bolk a kMtt rwnelfWL WkfUHivU 

llw lib of Kit ■« Mon 6Mi^ Nppoctsd, Viil diprifvd of kMltk.' 

IbB flVStflSv QftOitlflB GlHnHt^ flBB tks ■QflnHB ■■vQVmDMM MBK 

«i ia de^pondflBcrf . At mob ai the veafthv wffl p«ul, I kop« 
loMt jovplmt ai I MBot jaiq[aitotlra«^lMaawiIliaf to 
irvBlaia ovi aaud Mdi wmUwi: Howtw, I wU joa the com- 

tiayialpraiBlnwMloaUaBdyaa. Hal kflia ■aeari wiA of 
Yoagiffeetfaaataaoa, 

A. wmrai. 



^LKTTER XUVilL* 

AUMk of Be6»-fliVM ijBpaav-clfli Mrt. 

7o WlIXIAM Baxteax. 
Unkm Sdiod, 22Dd May, 1804. 

Mt Dias Fxixvd, 

I truly lyinpttliiM, though not witboot a mile^ ai 
tha uidetenred treatment 70a have expgrigaoed from joor coloaj. 
Recollection of the horrible &te of their faUhera mothered with 
aolphor, or periiapa a preeentiment of what awaita themeelTeey 
might have urged them to thie oatrage; hat had they known yoo, 
my dear friend, ae well aa I do, they would have diatiDed their 
honey into yoor lipe initead of poieon, and aided aroond yoo, 
hamming gratefnl acknoidedgmente to their benerolent benefactor 
who ipreada inch a Inxorianoe of bloeiomi for their benefit. 
Accept my thanke for the trouble I put you to yesterday. 

Mn. Leech requests me to send Miss Bertram two birds, and 
thinks th^ would look best drawn so that the pictoiea may hang 
their length horiaontally. 

I send a small scroll of drawing paper for Miss Nancy. She will 
oblige me by accepting it ; and as sooa aa I get some letter papef 
worthy yoar aooeptaaoe, which will be to-morrow, I shall be hxppf 
of thaopportanityef iiqiplyingyoa. Thors «• iOOM obserfitioiis 



ADPmoica, 



xlvU. 



wldcH 1 wt^iild riin«!-li on, Inii ioi hmried mi t]i« 

Youn aincerolj, 

ALEX. Wn^OK . ^ 



l&ndi 



p o rogit»lt«d tlmt Old muiilAU>d iho Lot ten of Wllsun, 

«4 « coiiiiKjueaoOj many have to bo puHiihod impoT' 

ly tho kindnosi of Mn JnmeA Orani, u bcforo^ I bar 9 

|t^inpl4jto and Mthfnl copioi of ttiroe lotton givoii bj 

it ii thought worth w3ulo to ftU in tho bknki, &o. 

xlii. : April ISth^ ieCK>. It commoncot ''M^ Donr 

'I wn, with o»tooTo, your OToriLflciotion ate rHond, 

iLHoit/' In lino 5, it u *who,* not 'which' (ft ohamo- 

porone4}) ; and in lino 7| after " heart/' foUowi tho 

ribute to Bartram — "and the tnooknera of hii many 

Iho, like hii own hnmblo ro«o^biuhei^ contonta himtolf 

liholtorod leene of rural retiroment,— ^iffuBtng to hii 

I pleasing aoronity by the mildnesa of hii manner. "^ (3) 

, 1 January 27, 18UC* It comraoncei '*MyIN»rFriond,*' 

' Ain, u ever, youn truly, Alkju WxiaoK/' In lino 3, 

11 "Bonaldion, Typefounder;" and after "Ohio^" 

8t Louii/* and thereafter reidi ''where thflj 

quontity of lead, and returned by tea." Li line 10; 

atnnd objecta," there is added— "but the fweiil 



•LBmiE LXXXVin.* 

1ntr«dacU(m tO Qrrof |I^« CtfT-«ttr ud 

To Qeoroi Oed, 

\ Gardeni, July 9th, 181L 



own by. 



I My friend Major OorTj tho bearer of thia, u deiinraa of 

j with you on tho iubjeot of Hempr— of whieh he liai at 

lugp and rery promiaiiig field ; and I fed liapp7 in 



xhritL 



Mm to four aeqoaiiitaieey m I know fom will be 
■lotoal^ pi we J witk eadi oUmt. I hope fov eie prepering me 
eone noCee om tlie Purple llertiii ; if not, I ■hell be Mdlj die- 
i^ipoiiited. Mj 4i]i VoL it printed ; but the engrsTer hae not 
jet iaidied with the two hit pletee. I am amagiiig thiogi, 
better for the Mh, whidi I hope to be able to poUidi in four* 
montha after the prment. 

Knowing the efaaima that the CHj prmenU at thia aeaaon, it 
would be a mere waste of worda to inrite jon to the Coontiy, 
partieala^ to aadi a pkoe aa tlii% and to aoch a peraon ; bnt 
HeaTmi Ueaa joiL Sopn^jonriy ALEX. WnJSON. 

PosxacBfPT. — ^Faring jnat receiTed from the United Statea, oopj 
of a Latter written bj Dr. John W. VrmooM of Newport^ Bhode 
Uaad, — ^wbich ^peered in the Ntw York Mirror oi Vtfbnuurj 21aty 
1836^ eontaining peraonal reminiaoenoea of Wilaon,— I am fflod 
thai I am able to giro it e pkoe hera. Somewhat old-faahioned ' 
in its atyloy aa in ita orthographj, it ia nererthelom too matterfnl 
to be negleeted >^ 

** Kewpobt, September 8th, 1834. 
** It waa my happtncaa to be penKmally aoquatnied with 
AUrrandfrr Wilaon. The firat time I aaw'him waa in the latter 
part of October, 1808. He had jnat completed hia fiiat Tohinie 
of hia 'Ornithology/ and had come to New York to aolicit 
sabacriben. The alender countenance he receired to aid him in 
hia Taat undertaking, waa aomewhat d epr ea ai ng to hia feelinga. 
He atated briefly the great efforU he had made the better to 
joatify hia ^»plication for anbacriptiona. * I determined,' aaid he, 
'to let the poblick aee a perfect apedmen of my work before I 
aought their peconiary aapport, and I carry my Tolnme with me. 
I ahall not abandon my deaign, howerer lokewarm it may be 
looked opon ; bnt cheriah the hope that there ia, in thia widely 
extended and aflfaMnt ooontiyy a nnmber of the admirera of 
Naiare anfiicient to aoatain am in my enterpriae. What paina 
BOy' he farther remaikedf 'iathe indifference withwhidi worka 
in Natoral Hialoiy are often regarded by men of calti?ated 
\ and nak in life. I haire Jnat ratnmed to your eity 



4X»i>inoirii, 



sUz. 



to BUieti lalftiid, to iubmit mj Toliim^ to font 

I Ho tan»«d OTer a few pagoij looked «t m pictnr^ or 

be mj priea, &nd, whilQ in the Act of closing th« book« 

[not give % hundred dollim for all the birda jott 

ribe, even had I thetn alire.' Oeeurrenocs auch m 

I nie ; but [ shall not lock ardour in mj efforts, '^^ 

[icident, I confets to jou, it was sufficiently mortifjring 

areoTcr, the govemour of the State of New York U 

limed to be im enlightened character. By Charter^ 

bor of the Board of Begenla^^ik body conjtitutionaUy 

direct &nd control the intellectual purAuiU of «a 

Wibon, in hii subaeqaent Yiiita to New York, 

in hotter apiritap both on account of tlie patronag* 

Jved and the progrese he hftd mftde in hia work. Ho 

■oiiienU of leisure ho had in closely ©lamining books 

^cienoe in different librariea to which ho could obtain 

The Amenean Muaeuni, which had now been 

p, waa^ however, his most gratifyinj^ resort. Soudder, 

this inititution, was indeed a rough diamond ■ but 

lurpaas his eiithuaiaaaL in studying the Volume of 

tormed every aubject in Natural Hiitoty. Wilaoit 

his praises of the praervati^ talents of this artiste 

I in Natur«l Science ; but on that day, we had not the 

Ind resulta of Waterton before n». Pew greetmga 

Ire joyous than that of thoaa men, great as waa the 

Itbeiracientifick knowledge and intelloctun! culture, 

Iremarkod— 'I have many curiosities here, Mr* Wilson, 

hf am the g:reateflt one in the eolledpion.* Soudder 

stated the trials he had passed amid rocks and 

to the time when he carried bia museum on hia 

Exulted at the succeei which thus far crowned him« 

that a taste for Nature's works wma more difiTuied, 

had travelled tho;iaands of miles in order to bring 

eta of Natural Science together worthy of study. iOl 

Led to by Wilson with feelinp of great gratification j 

^ Mujemn-m*» added- *Tet notwithstanding sU, and 

^ far I itill ^nA t*^* *^* ^^^ ^' ^^^^ *°* ^^* 

i 
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oolketioiw of Indiaa twMln»ti aai ■ 
tlMiiibabitaBUof the SoirtkScM, lk» 

iaOMBM tlWHM of 

OliutimlaoBi OS dmn topicki for tibt 

Whoa. TIm MBitim «m k^Ij 

ondtkologiii loud Hhm 

nooi ■cc— itio of 

«ibJMft*-ftaio«idorth»HiapA; mAboWm R^attU 

potitioii of MNi0i for tlM aanvy iktm i 

tiiwiiy of tlM iMSfwu. «To« kftv« _ ^ ^^ — -v 

ow oomitrj, Mr. Wi]■oi^' mys Dr. MitcUL 'I m ksa^ir 
trtTol, traToUori oo«m to wm.' TW ranH of Una iaUrrirv ra 
a promiM on the put of tlM doctor to fmnmk Wihmm wkk tfc* 
biotoffyof UMpinnatodpowtof LoagUHidyninktMitAvfcMlb 
■iiehamMtof fot«gB%MfaMa kaaboMi dkpkjad. Hmtv^H 
ba oompliad tlMfawHh, it lowarB to aU wIm kava laad %m 
admiiabla laltar iatiba 'Oraitkoloij.* Wa kava ttHM rvMna 
to inf « tluii Wilmi vai paatlj dkap pu iirta d at tte iCaia «# 
■ociatjaad tlM oosdttmof *^— ^ — r fai Iworka, m Im .ti I t 

Ha iMdabrapt^kit yaowmaowitiy tkafktiaali 
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erMotition. He wiu tinoiared with tli« poUiktl #soil** 

h« tlinci of 17IK)-M, Aiid •ought tbromi wluil he deedoed 

hit reach nt home, Hu whole Ufe,^from its w^j 

unejcpoctod cIoMj— irat a perpoUial struggle* Brmd- 

adeod hit frieod ^ A«td tho Tonerabte horiioultariit neftr 

JiIji^ Willi&m Bartram, delighted to ipeok of him to the 

Imrelkr. Hia finnevt reBolree were often iudd«nlj 

1, ftnd M often re-re*olTed He wm of the genm* 

lind luffered at timei from what U c^ocoaionally termod 

lional morbid neat. But tlila itBelf, donbtlesa, added to 

Ity of hia derotton to hia aublime ptmQiia. When men 

] *nd place woro indifieretii to hia gloriona pkna of 

rionce, he eometimea betrajed a oonadou»iio«8 of the 

of hta itadiea tnd of hU own montaJ ■uperioritj. 

^pubHcan ai ha waa^ he oottld not brook the frigid aitathy 

ublican goTemour. 

IfltructiTo parallel might be drawn between Witaon and 

Ithe yoiingen All who knew the latter, remeniber with 

I hb poraonal intrepidity and hardihood. Like Wilaon, 

reality abided *tho pelting of the pitileat itorm/ 

lut unintermittiDg effbHe^ under the moat diaoouraging 

^cea, enabled him to complete hia 'Hiatory of American 

Michaux, like Wila^n, auatained himself nnder 

I privation, and became a tenant of the wooda, — learcelj 

I montha^ nay, Aeaaons, participating of the shelter of the 

I roof and the comforta of the culinaij fire* He was, 

I often eo outri in hia appeariLnce^ from neeeaaity and 

Jaroly perhapi to oomm«id the dFilitiea of refined Ufo, — 

lorphoaeaof Masouvre being, at times, almoet outdone 

lut tan ties of hia outward attire. But the materiaJa of 

IhaTing^ at lengthy been brought together from erery 

] our widely spread country, he repaired with thetn to 

Id there, under the patronage of the tavant of thai 

, gave to the world hia elegAut Tolumes. He itiM liTei 

rbonne, bleaaed vith the remnant of * good ooftatt^ 

omfortahle ease, enjoying the national bounty willingly 

L for hia serrioei^ and the itudentA ol Nalurt greet him 
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imriiy wilk lk» kvilj . 

iflf ov Mftiv«voo^ lotibt 

Poor Wiboa, €■ lk» coatmy, vilk all Us 
«M ew lobjaeled to tibo oprioM 
rfnii^wwMdwMi. Wilktiboeoiite^laftm^jeofplulowp^, 
Iw o«jo9«d tibo Innuy cf ialt log aiia g Natm in tlM aoai 

prop e cli f e, tlio ■ceo wpliAm e i it of hk diami eiM i ed ilwign i. B«i 
■fVwi iBTadM him with hm onfiiubhed labonn befove him ; and 
IB hm pranaiiira death, wo haTo a atriking iDatiatioii of tho 
■iieeitatiity of aU human *^*"g*- 

*'Eialted aaaU will prononnoe tho oootribiitioiM of Midianx 
tho foangor, I think that joa ahonld riew tho lobjoct in another 
bearing when oonndering tho lebiiro merita of the anthor of the 
*7offeet Treea' and of tho 'American Ornithdogr.' ny^ ^ r 
cannot hatj be looked upon aa a pioneer in hie Tocataon. Not a 
lew eminent aiborienltnriata had long ago giTen aomo aoooont of 
tho ridmoM of oor foreata. Since tho time of the Swede, JCmIim^ 
Wangenheim had penetrated the rarioaa parte of <3faT ooontiy the 
better to nnderrtand ari^t the capabilities of tho North Aynmri^ ^n 
treea for tranaplanting and propagating in Germany; and 
had dedicated to hie lOTereign, tho King of Pninia, hia laigo 
folio, with nnmercnia platea. His drawings, I onderstand, were 
made bj himself ; and when we consider the professional capacity 
to which ho was restricted daring oor rerolntionary war, it ia 
almoat marrolloos what ho effected. Tho ingenioaa Masson and 
the nnfortnnato Dombej had alao toochod oor shores; snd 
Midianz, tho father, baring oxidoied tho North American ngiona 
tea period of more than twelve years, had Ohistratod in fdio^ in 
n maaaer oooBspondiBg to his mbjoel^ the oaks of North i 
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len, wiUi John uid WilHjun B^tiAm *iid oihef«| had 
1 opened tb« fieM for aubsQquenl ind better^ u&ii£e4 

AJid MichauK hoa deacrredly socurod the trinmph. 

different ia the fi^ ob regnrdB th^i deparijnent in which 

Ic^llcd^ Excluding the hibotm ot Cuteiby in m liotited 

ith the exoeptton of A cm»atd notice here And thore, And 

Ifeet CAtAtogiie of birda hy Mr, JeSenon, hArdljr a GOrrcol 

Yu in Ornithology im to be found prior to the AppeArance 

The moBi improved work ft in our KAturml Historj 

I in nanrAtivefl of the incAntfttionft of the oerpent, the 

hybernation* of tlie i wallow, and a thousAnd other 

Jdes touching the ecsonomy of animAla, which, from the 

with which they were sufttAined, cAuaed philoeophy 

t debuted by ita eridenee in auch AjEnine hypoUieies, 

i »ongleM and without plumage, And the forebodinga 

^en waa our only melody. Iji tbia atate of doubt and 

like the dAuntlew TUAj-iner on unknown oeAs without 

ttmpau, Wilion Appeara. With the force of geniua, he 

Ln original explorer of untrodden wilda of TAit extent 

Shade and aunshme are alike to him* Hia pursuit ia 

ess. With A dUigence aurpaaamg commendAtion, he 

be boundoriea of human knowledge ; and with tho 

truth, eleTfttoa American Omtthology to the certainty 

> and worthy the cultivation of the higheat intellect. 

Lill pardon me if, before I conclude, I rooord one or two 

icei concerning Wikon'a reputation abroad. I allude 

lular and exalted renown he attained alxnott immediately 

] completion of the ' Ornithology/ by Mr. Ord, hU 

I friend, who publinhed hia biogmphy^ The worka of 

indeed reoeiTed, from the American preaa, a few 

jiea during the progrow of ita pubUcation. Governor 

U written one or two friendly critiquea, and with hit 

nestnoa* for the promotion of the Bcienoe ; And Wilaon 

that he enjoyed the csonaide ration of a chAraot^r 

But with hia trtna^tlantiok oo^mtrymen^ hia 

aa An object of deep intereat. Pairiey, hia birth- 

. knowti him a. thi author Of ' Watty «4 Meg, '^ 
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after an,* Mid Ikej, 

Ikatraaaeeoaiioflka] 

and ii graftiffi «a to 

place, iMwaaoaeaafnftkMi 

Meg* pleaiw aa fen uom.* Fslnpal 

feding atnMk aM wimtibagEeate foffsa, 1 

of a aoawwbai difleiaa* eoaaplazkai took pkea a diij or tvo bclora. 

EDOoaDtering a Highlaiid lad who wia diaeoonmg aveet manck 

toatoogof BnnMy I axprc w cl way |i l c i Muia liy re maikiu g wakad 

no aodi poetry I17 AoMfican barda. 'To« haTO not prodoeed 

BunMy' replied lie ; * bat joa haTO prodoeed a greater man than 

all Scotland haa— Doctor Franklin. He tangH tke w^ to make 

money. 

''When tke Dakea Jokn and Chariea of Aoetria attended a 
eonrenatione at Sir Joeeph Benka in 1810, tke royal Tistara 
expreeeed a deaira to eiamine the lihniy and Taet ooQeetiona in 
Katonl Sdenee of the Tonenble Pteaident of tke Royal Sode^. 
' I haTO nothing worthy of yoor mpeaaX examination,' aaid Sir 
Joeeph, 'except the * American Ornithology' of Wileon;' and 
farther inqniriee were dropped upon the inspection of thia extra- 
ordinary work. ' Oor Radcliff library ia deficient,* obeenred Dr. 
WiUiami, the Begioa Frofeeeor of Botany. 'We haTe had no 
opport un ity of proc orin g the 'American Ornithology* by Wilaon. 
We learn the work i» terminated, and it ia remarkable ^M^ no 
Xdinhnri^ or Qoarterly haa taken notice of it In what way can 
we eooneat obtain a copy from your co nnti y.* 

*< Thna the aod haa Bcaroely cofered the grsre of the lamented 
WHion, era kia metnhleai afforta, ai Katnre'a kiitoriaa, warn the 
» of popular and aciantifick admiren in regiona far lamota 



comnautglcti vilh tkeir kindred dii*t, — liko t}i# 

\Ao ^f tba chief ol tofig, the Mocking-Biid, who«e 

ftmidifi the fnfxmnt mftgnolift he hAA ■<> eloqnenUf 

unnTalled, hie own eurptssing Ubouiv will #Ter 

^« ftdmintiun of the ditdpl«tt of Nfttnm in •T«r7 put 

Jo globe, 

L fewrfiil of «n]ftc^ng thU epiiile^ ukd haBtcn to iuur» 
|inceT« «iite»iD w)d regutl^ 

"JOHN W. FEAKCia" 



jerj npeclfkl ploiuure t Am enabled to gin lurt «& 

Iter a photograph) of the hmnble Sehoolhonee within 

In, for many yeuv, taught and dwelt I haT« r«atoti 

I hat it hji« never before been engrared. Il ia now 

bin the ihadow of PhiJadelplua. — 0. 
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I.^JOURNAU 

3 tiitt ntder oatnr npcm tJis foltowliag ihiwtfl. I tliluk H i 

, Uut. itl^lf flng wme Um« m^ to ui Intimkta f rtond, an Intntloti I 
ij Fijf Ui« cAstci^ porta o( Scotland, ho entrmled mn id Itircii a Joamkl ; 

n-ny ot ftiiiu«cineDt« «nd to comftty wiih kli i^Mwt, I did, bj com- 
|pa{ior eacii night, th» nnwt r«tii4rkfth],4 KxammoM of Un daj, In tor- 

ii sudi dHcrlpttiHii cif plMOK. thrmijrfa which I fameA^ m the Bhoftni^ 

wmild hUow. On mj rabin^ a nuinbor of wqanltiUnccu h^vlti^ 

I ho icroU, eiprtsaod Oitii- *prn>ljaUpii ol Jt, "id roquuted m* to 

llDhjr with the fi«tle«l plocw. WUb Uwlr »l]eLUU(mi I h^Ttt now 

1 com ply. In h<y|»i Ihat tlift peruMa of It m*f be ■ roliiiAtJfln to th« 

I whLla the DDTsItf oF Ui« luctdcDtfl tDt«rUIn, the trutti of tliera tn^ 
I be iminfltnicUn. 

Edtobajwh, So|>t ir, IT88- 

u til© moat fftTOuniblo tunft to «it«blish m roaa'i good 
I the world ; and aa his Aucoess in lif« dependa in & gro&t 
Lfi his prudent ende*Tonra &nd unwe&ned ponereranon, 
vod to mAke ona bold push for the united iateroiti of 
I Poems, Nor can m^y oti& justly bUme me for it, tinoa 
hA4 now conTmcod nio, that the merit I am poueated 
lis certainly considerable) might lie for over buiied in 
J without such afl attempt, I have ther«fore Etted up a 
Idget, *?oniiitiBg ef silka, muelin*, print*p 4c.^ A^, for 
Imodation of thoie good people who may proTO mf 
1 with & suffioient quantity of FropoMla for my poeUoal 
kd to present those tedipus baraogUM^ which oiherwiaa 

i obUged to deU w at efeiy thwdiold, I hare Moordinif 




Vnv, y fUr, If y Amm maj ftoet to ynm, 

Wltk|l I I I in JMl— lly iWir tt ; 
If tiM rMlv *o«li Ml to to fevMK4 ««h Mk, 
1 1 h&f jml « 



Bsrr. lS.^D0iN»ted frooi EHinbmrf^ dcngntng to 
to Fif atbiro ; dunged mj raoliitioiM, and proc eedf i d fonmd to 
Mnnenmrgky beooolh a moot opptcMiTO lood. ArriTod at tlik 
pUeo loto in Uio 0Teotiig.-~MU88ELBUBGH (m colled froM tho 
▼Bot qoaaiitMi of moMols tlut oro f oimd oloog tbo aliore) it a smally 
tlimifl^ a neat towBy riz miko oaot froBi Edinburgh aliotcliiiif 
•long tho Frith of Forth, whidi, at this place, nay be ten or 
twolTo mOee broad. Tho lif oe te aio wide and well poTod ; tte in- 
habitanta nmnefona, a freat maaj of whom aio bntdMra, whidi 
appean by the nnmberleaa carcaiee of e hee p , calToe, oowe, dsc, 
that an to ho aeoa eoepondod in rowa at alaoot orery door. 
Xdmbu^ ia their marVol, to whidi, orery morainf, their atoroa 
wf oo D fo y ed. TUa day mw aerefal tfoopa of dr af o una fwrfiowod, 
which aado n for^idalili ap po araB ca , on §n iitwMJii Wfd gnes« 




Jt«r ft littk 

the lin«, vludk I, lo ka 
bl ftniendmeiii. Ptewed vvA 
I jmd^ muliug, 

JH^ri for jon." In tlw u i um i i «l ^ 
ho hvl fijiiihed 

k»d Mi Eagiiah t raiwlftliw «l 

^ >D old bdf r vtw« I ^^ 
|fjf iuhtcriben, giTe me ft eoleam adTvoa^ tliftt fti I «ftft bal 

Auihof ftTid fULftoqaftinlcd villi t^ vorid, kot to tpeod 

luejr I might mmke, oil «x»ncn uid wifiei 'M Mm 

|fgjjr nhitj^'Ml lo yaa, >[ftdftiii," rttuiMd I^ '* for tLe ftdTio* 

ptfijutid to give me ; but if I DMet wiUi no bMter 

[fKiimnt from the wutld than I hftre rooMv^i^ fnHa jtHir 

t lnili<»Ta jrouT good onuuel will b« mperitaoot.** 
Inr 1(6 nib man*! zn&OBioii I wm ftpproftckLt^ when tht 
|i|ifiarodf whom I tftluted, ppeaenting him ibe P^oponk^ 

hI Mt the puper lome iti<Hii«Dti, «• if tt hftd b»«tt ft 

J th(»n, With ft contomptuottt itieer^ ttidfttmed, *'0 

ra hare nothing to do with il— Knue d-^ti«d »tiiff or 

I met •1*0 with ft ediool-nuwtftr, who Mcjued lo be ft iod 

|lMift| L«nmlng| ftnd Snufi' ; for «lt«r teT^rftl good 

tuna Oft the epocutien and an enormoiu draught of anufi; 
Irmi he would movt eertftialjr Uk% a oopj. '^Bvit, 
Ir/* »ftyi ho, **hf Jupit«r, ire,— wft,— will off«r up om hftH 
tim ft I the thrine of Baodtiu,*' 

luL^FIBHER-BOW. Thli |»lfteft k tepftrUftd htrm 
ijrgh otilf hf ft liver, orer which ia m wooden bddg«, 



fkieo feet tecwd and nuat mm himdrBd and fifty long ; lk» 
bfwdlh ollktdiaBiMl being oecMtonedliy ill* flowing of tlM tea. 
The inkalittaBli of this place an moeUy fiehen, from whom the 
town takee its name. While I etaid here, a veiy melandioty 
aeddeni happened at a plaoe called Boaliny aooM aulea up the 
fiTcr. A newly married couple had ben on a riaii to a £riflod*a 
hooMy where th^ ataid till the night waa far adTanced. In 
coming home th^ had the river to croaai orer whidi went a 
ieebto wooden bridge, railed only at one aide. The night bei^g 
dark and atormy, the bridge bnt narrow, and the river awelled by 
the raina, her hnabead deaired her to hold by hia coat while he 
went before ; whidi ahe accordingly attempted to do, bnt miaring 
her atep^ plunged headlong into Uie conent. The hnaband, 
imagining that he did not feel h« behind him, and nnaUe to hear 
for the noiae whidi the wind made among the treea, tomed 
qoi^ly about, and ran to the other end of the bridge, thinking 
ahe had ataid behind ; bat not finding her there, he called her by 
name, aa kmd and aa long at he could, " Peggy I Peggy V* bnty 
alaa! Peggy waa gone, nerer more to retom. The nnhappy 
man went home in a caae not to be deacribed, and waa Mized 
with a fcTcr, which, in a short time, rendered him deliriona. 
Next day the corpw of thia nnfortanate yoong woman was foond 
near Fuher-row harbour, where the river diachargee itaelf into 
the tea, stripped of everything of valae. The body waa opened 
by the sargeona, when it waa foand that the was aix montha 
advanced in her pregnancy. The child and ita mother I aaw both 
decently interred by her friends next day. 

While I was traversing from house to house, I waa told, by al- 
most every body, of a Uylor, a great Poet, who, aa the women 
and fishers informed me, could make a poem of any thing. Curi- 
ona to aee thia prodigy of wit, I aought out hia hut, and found it 
On my entrance, I perceived a little ahrunk creature, perdied, 
crosa-legged, on a table, making hia head and hand keep tame with 
one another. I boldly entered, and aaked what he would boy. 
«Kothin|^''aayBhe. ''Have yon any strong gngr threads I 
told hia I waa aony that I had none. ''Anyneedlea or thim- 
Uear <*lamJaato«tefthematpneeni'* "Then," replied he^ 
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Jro nothing for me;** " Ko I p«lttips I Vi^tefi tcm^ 

jmit you for «ll thut ^ '* No, no^** ratanwi H «"! '«li 

Hqfq ft pftUMj eniued, Al Im^f nid I, " 700 tfv 

lafqQftintod witli Ihe rnloi of TOmpoaiMotv Meitdf or jon 

|i whkile thftt tane »o jnxtlj." " Goropaflition I ^ Hud hfb 

know whftfc compoiition i* ? " *' Not I j bat I twm 

hu and fiddler*, ^hon speaking of ft Kmg or tune, caH it 

Ian*" "Ton ftT© not far wiong/'oontinnoi ho* "Did 

jread mij poetrj r* " Ye*, I hftvo ii»d the Wife of Beith, 

da J And the Paalmi, and uumj otheim," " And do ycm 

I thorn f '' ■' ExoeUwUj/ replied I, " end I [em] de* 

\ reftd motfe>" "Le; down ftnut pftok for e moment^ then,* 

limbly aUdJiig from the teble, ** 111 ahoir yon eomething 

You^ll perhepi not hero h^ard of mo, bnt I em e bit of 

] nteko vo»es myvelf eom^timee." Hof«apon palling out 

hr of en old che*t, end ruitling tome timo emong ft peroel 

L he prflftentod mo with a printed piece, entitled — King 

1*^ March throngh FiAher^row^^^whioh I reed eloud with 

|mptttFe ; though^ et the ■emo time^ I oould sceroe 

i continued suocouion of yawning*, while the exulting 

ed itendfutly in my foco the » hole time ; and Beeing 

fint BO much, tortured me with e eedond, end m 

I eqafiUy flublimo, I now began to uiteirogftte him fti to 

I of poetry, end found bira entirely %norftnt of 

ng saTO rhynve. Hepponing to eak him if ever he bed 

lof Pope or Mil ton V pi^coa, he told me ho never had, for 

lot undentand one word of Latin* I eh owed him my 

eakod him to aubaciibe, and oaid I knew the ftuthor. 

part of them with excosaire Uught«r, declftiod that the 

I certainly a loAmod fellow, and that he wontd oheftr- 

Tibe, but hia wife wa* nteb a deril, that if the knew of 

; any thing without her approbation^ there wonld be no 

I house for month* to tsome ; ** And by the bye,** w^ 

I most dismally poor. I ftaaure yon there ha* been no- 

i u« thi* many a day, but potatoes and herring," I told 

IpoTorty w*a the oharaoterifltio of a poet. "Ton ftra 

lyi he, " ftnd for ihftt Yery reason I am prond of being 
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poor." I kit thio fotarj of ritymo, and went throngli the not of 
tiM town, meoUiig with no otliar adfontmo worthy of being re- 

■ ■ ■! ill ■■■ 1 

Sept. 23.^Leftthio pUoe, and prooeeded oMtwurdi about three 
auka* to Pkeatonpana. Thia town is laiger bat not ao regnlar aa 
tiM laat| neither are the hooaea ao good, but raiher minona ; the 
atreeta on aooonnt of the nnmerooa aalt-pena, black and narrow, 
and the boildinga, if ao th^ may be called, dinnally exhibiting 
theeffeda of Time'a aU-derooring jaws, tottering on the brink of 
dlaaolnticiiy and threatening oTory gale of wind to be the eternal 
raaideneea of their poaaeaaora. About a mile to the aouthward of 
thia, the battie of Pteatonpana waa f onghty where the gallant 
CUonel Gardiner fell, whoae honae atanda near the place of action. 
Leafing thia place, with little ancoeaa, I punned my way eaai- 
ward, paaaing n little Tillage on the shore, called Oockenae, com- 
poaed chiefly of aalt-pana and the workmen'a huta. Five milea 
tether eaat, I came to another Tillage called Aberlady. Here I 
pfopoee to spend the night and moralise on the toils and disap- 
pointmenta of the day. 

8bpt. 23. — Roee by day-break, and proceeded on my pilgrimage. 
The country for about three milea to the east of this, along the 
ahore, ia a sandy level, interspersed with little hillocks, and in- 
habited by innumerable swarms of rabbits, under the dominion of 
aa old wearer, whoee sole prerogative and occupation it is, in the 
winter seaaon, to apprehend, execute, and diipoae of them to the 
best advantage. ^ 

Entered about nine o'clock the town of North-Berwick, a sea- 
port, situated at the extremity of a long sandy bay. About half- 
•-mile Bouth from this, a high hill rises, named l^orth-Berwick- 
Law, and ia aeon at a vast distance both by aea and land. 

With much difficulty I reached ita top, on which is erected the 
two Jaw-booee of a whale, and over them a pendant streama in 
the wind. The view from thia ia really beautiful ; the wide 
Gecman oeeaa apreading in the eaat far aa the eye can readi. 
The oounty of Fife and wild enormoua rangea of mountains to the 
north, whik the Frith of Forth atretching to the weet» Uea spotted 
with locki^ddpay tad ■Balliaknda. After aatiafying my curioaity, 
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desoend to North-Berwick, whore I intend to repoee for thie 
night. 

Sbft. 24.— Left this place, and oontinned eastwards, passing 
along a veiy steep and rooky shore, till I came to a place called 
Ctomly-bay, where a few solitary fishermen live. At the eastern 
extremity of this bay, the shore rises so high that I was forced 
to take to hands and feet, and climb for a considerable way, till I 
reached the summit of it Here I had a near and an agreeable 
Yiew of the Bass, a large rock, almost eiroQlar, rising out of the 
-sea to the dreadful height of 600 feet, and distant from the shore 
abont a mile, giTing the spectator an awful idea of its Almighty 
Founder, " Who weigheth the mountains in scales, and the hills 
in a balance ; " who by one word raiseth into eustenoe this Tasl 
universe, with all these unwieldy rocks ; and Who will, when EBa 
almighty goodness shall think fit, with one word, command them 
to their primitire nothing. The ruins of an old castle are still to 
be seen on its south ride, which was formerly used as a place of 
confinement to many of the persecuted Presbjrterians. Prodigious 
numbers of Solan geese build among the diffs of the rock. The 
method used to catch their young is somewhat dangerous. As 
soon as it is peroeiTcd that the young are arriTod at their proper 
bigness, which they do ere capable of flying (this happens gener- 
ally about the middle of July), then the climber has a rope fixed 
round hit middle with a feather pillow bound on his breast, to 
prerent sharp pointed crags from wounding him in his ascent or 
descent. Being thus secured, he is let down OTcr the verge of the 
rock, till he come to the nests of the geese, while flying and 
screaming around him in vast multitudes and of nameless kinds, 
deploring the loss of their unfortunate young. A oonriderable 
number of boats are stationed below, ready to receiTO the fowls, 
as soon as he driTcs them from their holes. This is easily effected. 
The birds unable to support themselyes, and falling from sudi a 
height, are so stunned, that before they can recoTcr themselTM, 
th^ are snatched from the sea and secured. This method th^ 
yearly repeat, sending those caught to Edinburgh, where th^ ai« 
generally sold at two shillings and two shillings and sixpence eaeb. 
The climber, who, at this season, rerides constantly on the island, 
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bat alittk hut Iniilti where he telli liqaor, bread, cheese, Ae.^ 
for the aocommodatioii of thoae aportamen who viait the rock 
for the diTeraioii of ahooting. The ahore all along here ia exceed- 
inglj high and ragged, while a oeaaeleaa anrf rolla impetnoualj 
among the precipitated fragmenta below. Proceeding a mile 
further eaat, I came to the remaina of an old fortification, known 
by the name of Tamtallan. Itia boilt on thereigeofahigh ahore 
orerhanging the aea, nearly opposite to the Bara, and diatant 
from it a long mile, composed of three towera, abont aizty paoea 
from each other, and joined by a atrong high wall, all seemingly 
whole^ except the west tower, which hangs in rains. I measared 
the wan, and f oand it in many placea more than ten feet thick, and 
alrong^y cemented. The whole bailding ia about aix atoreys, quite 
inaooeasible towarda the aea, and aeema to hare been deeply 
trenched toward the land. This place and the Bass, are both the 
pr op er ty of Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Leuchie, proprietor of a laige. 
estate in ihis country, of that name, and auperior of the town of 
North-Berwick. 

Having suffideutly examined this ancient atructure, I procec'led 
forwards, and night coming on, arrired at a amall village called 
Whitekirk, and obtained lodgings in a little ale-house. While I 
sat conTcrsing with the landlord, he told me the following atory 
that happened to a family in the neighbourhood, which, as it 
exhibits a remarkable occurrence of Proyidence, I ahall relate. 
About aix months ago, the^master of the house, who was by trade 
a fiaher, fell nek, and continued in a lingering way until about 
three weeks ago, when his distemper growing worse, increased to 
that degree, that all hopes of recoTcry were gone. In these cir- 
camatancea he prepared himaelf for hie dissolution, in a manner 
that became a Christian, and agreeable to the character he had 
all along been distinguished by when in health and rigour. Mean- 
time his wife was pregnant and drew near the time of her delivery, 
and it gave the poor man no small aneasiness to think that he 
ahoold not aee his laat offspring ; and it was one of his fervent 
pelitiona to Heaven, that he might be apared ontil that time. 
Booit abort time after thia, he grew extremely ill, and all hia rel»- 
Itei were eiOkdfaito'take their laat faiewelL WhUe they stood 
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bed exp€«ting his imm«diAte deptrtore, hii wife wmi 
hdenl}^ ill, and, in Iom thiin &n hour wam delivored of 

Lich tho dying man no toonor undsrstood, thui he mftdo 

|hom to mud for tha minuter , t¥bo Accordingly , in & shoii 

He then Mtempt^od to rieo in tho b«d, but hi« atrength 

liiatcd. Horoupon ono of hit daugbtort vent up to tha 

i him, and supported hla bands, until he held op both 

n, 6nt ono and then the other. Then kiaaing them 

f vored them over to their mother, and rocliniug hk head 

s pillow, e^tpired. 

.—Set forward on my wny to Dunbar, ■eemg little by the 

by of notice^ only now and then two whale jaw-bonea erected 

Itrftnoo to aomo distinguished farm*houaeA, the tltiok end . 

> ground and the two points meeting at top, foFming a 

eh, capable of letting the highest coach or loaded cart paaa 

Eng genenlly from iixtoen to eighteen feet m height 

Kia day soToral elegant farm-housos, the politeneaa of 

|al>itants claims little of my praise ; who, taking them 

il, are bo lost to humanity and dJAcretion, that when a 

par approaches thoir BH-icred mansions, engagea and 

a surly tygor-like moat iff (who guards the door, and 

EiastorV hospitality tn hia countenanee), and even foroea 

i the kitchen, he i« no iooner id, than, aa if they were 

he brought the poatilenoo along with him, he ia huffed 

|ho door clapt behind him. Sueh are the effect a of pride 

such the ofTccta that wealth and mdependenee 

I the diapoaitions of the illiterate and the nncultivated* 

' handj the poor cottager weloomea you into hia little 

bs you to sit down^ and even presses you to partake of 

fare, seeming hnppy to have it in hia power to be 

to a stranger. Met with nobody this day but had 

^s than tliey mode a good ua# of. 

*, — This morning roae early to take a Tiew of the town 

which is pretty large ; the main street broad, and 

om north to south, cont&tna the only bnildinga of any 

Frovost'a house dosea th« Yiew at the north end, 

lith a row of ti^^, making a retj neal appearane*. 



BtmnXnammlum kftd down to the Aow, tllMtf p owMied by 
fidMHL At the weit and of tho haiboor th^ Iiato lately built e 
better/ of etone, in the form of e half-moon, mounting aeTenteen 
twelve-poonden. This ia the effect of Fanl Jonea'a appeacanoe 
in the Frith laat war, who came ao near thb place with acme of 
hia ahipa, aa to demoliah aome of the diimn^ topa, and pat the 
inhabitanta in a terrible cooatemation. Th^ arc alao bdlding a 
new pier from the battery, which will certainly be attended with 
n Taat ezpence, and eren without affording general content A 
little to the weat d thia are atill to be aeen the mina of the caatle 
of Dimbar, bnilt on a rock that jnta into the aea, hollowed with 
l^oonqr caTea, through whidi, in a atorm, the wavea roar horribly; 
whidi, joined to the mina abore, forma a moat diamal ^>pearanoe. 

8sn. 2S. — Earing done aome little boaineaa in thia place, and 
thera being no other towna to the eaat or aonth, for a conaidorable 
way, hare bargained with the maater of a aloop, with whom I ' 
intend to embark for Bnmtialand, in Fifeahire, a town about 
thirtf milea from thia, and almoat oppoaite to Edinburgh. 

81PT. 20.^ Went on board early thia morning for Bumtialand, 
with a good gale aatem ; paaaed the Baaa, and aereral other amall 
ialanda, and landed at Bumtialand, after a pleaaant paaaage of 
aixhoun. 

8in. 28.— BURNTISLAND. In thia phMse the brer of mina 
would be highly entertained, when whole atreeta arc to be aeen in 
aditary deaolatton. They haye an excellent harbour here, to 
which, in a hard gale of easterly wind, the ahipping in Leith-roada 
repair. Some time ago a thiok-ailk manufactory waa eatabliahed 
here, and aeemed for a while to prosper, but on account of aome 
differencea ariaing among the partners, has now dwindled to a 
name. About a mile to the westward of thia ia a petrifying 
■pring, which I had the curioaity to luit. The water is hard and 
wen taated; and all along the ahore, for the apace of a quarter of 
n mile, are to be aeen the produce of the apring : rocka hang 
frightfully tottering orer one another, where the different couraea 
of the atream haa been before. In aome placea I found the atone 
foming, r eaem b ling thoee pendidea of ice that hang by the houae 
esfua. Thieia need aa ik watering-place by the ahipa of war lying 
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A, And other Teaaeli outward bound. This town being 

jjpoBite to Leitb, a p&uage-boiki goes from thia ewerj dmjf 

jr, And even then, if enooaragement oSbn, The wftter 

loi broad, and h ftingle pasaonj^or t»ji lizponoo, A 

go tugar-work is also on foot liore, leomingly to tbriTe. 

^ningf w«nt down ruid took ft view of ft strange Te«aot« 

s EXPERIMENT, launched from thq winds of Loith, built 

> now oonitnictiDiir and hoA boon in this hftrbour thoie 

laonths ; meftsiirmg about ono bundred feet in Iength| 

aost two distinct vossels nndor one deck, but with two 

raddera. And fiv^e muts, and soomi to hftTO boon th« 

|is production of somo mathomaticieui** delirious peri-^ 

It was built nt a vcut ejcpcnoo^ And without Anj visible 

I or use J but that of ah oiperimont, 

[39* — Went two miles along the ahore, oMiward, to Klng^ 

\ my way visited a famous Spa wellf whoi^ waters aro 

f ejstoemed by people languishing under a consumption. 

of water is bat small, seeping out from a cleft rook^ 

les above it thirty or farty feet. On springtides the sea 

\t\y up to the well^ beside which ib a convenient seat cut 

I the rock, where you can sit and receive the water in % 

|)in the springs and near that a large cave entoci the rooks, 

i may be secured from the storm ; so that hero is at one« 

br the traveller, drink for the thirsty, a seat for the weary, 

kh for the sick^ all from the rough but bounteous hand of 

I About half a mile to the westward of this, on the short 

np gloomily above the sea, is the place whore Alexander 

I killed by a fall fqpm his horse, while on a hunting party ; 

^ itiU retains the name of "The king's wud en\" 

is but a small place ; its inhabitants subsisting chiefly 

ssage, which is the moat frequented on the Frith, a oon^ 

I number of boats still passing and repassing to and from 

ir, a harbour about half a mile west from the town^ 

\ boat the passenger pays sixpence ; in a ptnnaoe, which 

onvenient in a smooth sea^ tenpence. The town is oom- 

1 irregular assemblAge of poor, low, ruinous, ttJe-ooverod 

It if miserable without, still mors so within ; almost every 
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mg to dnk, blad^ and dir^, iliai I wrong Hum not to 
■tyk—ditlwcmf ofakwyandd— oUtioii. Tha iiikal»taati an 
alMii aU boateen, and tliflir wholfb eoanam beiBg with 
atnmgen, wImmb perhapa thej bmj imvw aee again, nttkea tlieaa 
nvariGioQa, and alvaja on tha eatdi. If a atxanger oooMa to town 
at ni|^ intending to go oyer next morning, he ia taken into a 
lodging. One boatman eomea in, aita down, piomiaea to call 70a 
in the mominf^ aanata yon to cirenlate the liqnor, and after a 
great deal of loqnaeity, departa. In n little another enten, and 
informa yon thai the fellow who had joat now left 70a, goea not 
Ofer at all ; bat that he goea, and for a ^^am ol gin he will awake 
joo and take 70a along with him. Willing to be np in time, yon 
geoerooaly treat him. Aeeording to promiae, yon are awakened 
on the morning, and aaeored that yon have time enoog^ to take 
breakfrnt, in the middle ol which hoaiae roaringa alarm yon, that 
the boat ii joat going off. Yon atart np, call for yonr bill, the ' 
landlord ^ppean, chai^gea yon like a nobleman — there ia no time 
for acmpling— yon are hurried away by the boatman on the one 
hand, and gentoclly extorted by the landlord on the other, who 
pocketa hit money, and bida yon haste lest yon lose yonr passage ; 
and perhaps after all, when yon get on board, yon are detained 
an hoar or more by the sailors waiting for more passengers. 
Sodi, and a thousand more mean tricks, are practised on the 
nnsaspecting stranger, and all under a ahow of the moat extreme 
Idndnees. While here I inquired for Pattie Bimie, the famoua 
fiddler, and was told a great many anecdotea of him, by some of 
the old people who remember to hare seen him. I applied to a 
literary character in thb town, with a subscription-paper, but he 
told me he did not find himself inclined to meddle with it, saying, 
I ahould' apply my talenta to prose-writing, for he doubted mudi 
if I would meet with great encouragement in the poetical branch, 
80 many good poeta baring transmitted us pieces inimitable by 
anereeding agea. I told him if we nerer attempted to riTsl them, 
we made them aeemingly inimitable indeed ; bnt when young 
ganioa, fired with the lore ol that applaoae which former poeta 
knd met with, stro^ to attract the obeenration of the world and 
ioar abofe their pngenitors, I ahoald imagbe they merited 
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|piont for tuTing ipirtt enough to nmko the ittempt. He 
ambition to m^k^ luoh ftttompt^^ und to encourage 

I w«« not nght ; ftnd ere I could return mi uuwerp h# 

II Toota> while r came aw&y, curving hi* ttapiditj. To 
)ieri I have applied, but they know not whiit poetry ia, 
I M they Mid, aubeeiibc. Returned biwk to BumiUktid 



— Thie mommg a aloop foundered a mile of the ihore, 
ing io get into the harbour* The cries af her nnhappj ' 
ed the crew of a cutter lying at a inuill distance, who 

two persons clinging by the rniut^ A boat waa 
ily sent o£f to their relief, but though she rowed MTeral 
|nd the wreck, could discover no appoArftnce of man or 
den indeed are the transitions from tiaie to eternity , yel 
important the change I How happy ^ how unspeakably 
jy, who ore prepared for such a warning I Who through 
f death are received into nevor-ceasing joy and in con- 
light I But alae t how deplorable Uie situation of thoaOi 
!h extremitioa, by the brittle throdd of life, hang over an 
rid of woe t To them death starea in ten thousand 
forms, to them death is unutterable horror, and to them 
^ua would be one hour, or one moment. 
Tbb being the day Aet apart for electing the magistratea 
bouriug town, the whole council, consisting of a parcel 

shoemakerBj tailors, &c., assembled. After the eloc- 
adjourned to a public-house to dtuOj where tlie joUy 

!, or his representative, aquaviti^, rained inch an up-^ 

ir brains, that tables were levelled, chairs broken, bowlt 

pieces, and stoupa and glasses flew thro* the room with 

[dity, as threatened destruction to whatever they en* 

and one taylor, in particular, forgetting himself so 

believe he waa provost, began to exercise his authority 
mmands to ailence, until he ahould address them. All 
ours to obtain alienee proving vain, he dealt the wand of 

und him with auch mettle and imparti&hty, that 
vengoanoe^ the whole aasemhly began » like the Fhilia- 

i, to cudgeltDg one another* Man a welled the horrid 
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Oct. Sl— I }imf Out di^, I bdisf^ MiiMiiiiiit tte iMi^t ol a 
I ttdia, nd czplond tlM iwMM of twin llMi BnOwr of 
iImIbImmm; andi^il IwroIguMd bjHI Onfyiwo 
ihillii«i of worldly pdf, Irai n mvalBAblo tnMuv of obHTT^^ 
Ib llMnhgmf doM, wnpi^ m tfiVtmh^ mSkM, mmA aiMUhisd 
cm tlM dowiij mO, rediBo tte bar dam^Un of wwdth and 
iadolioo. Tha ample Buiiory flowaty iooTy md Biigniftoml 
coadby thair ■ai ro ua diBg ■Handmii, wldlo loipidad in him wbj 
btbititioe abofv, the ■krin-pip'd aamrj wwMm to widiaatiiig 
odKMiL Willim IIm confines of thai onoky hovel, Imng xomd 
wiUi ■qoedfone of lue brother artiete, the pale-fae'd weaTer pliee 
the leeoonding lay, or launches the melancholy, mnrmoring 
ahnttle. Lifting this simple latch, and stooping for entianee to 
the misenble hot, there sits Porcrty and erer^moaaing Disease, 
dothed in danghUl-ngs, and erer shirering orer the fireless 
diimney. Ascending this stair, the Toioe of joy borsts on my ear. 
The bridegroom and bride, surrounded by their jocund companions, 
ciide the qwrkling j^ass and homorons joke, or join in the 
laptora of the noisy dance, the sqaeaking fiddle breaking throogh 
the general oproar in sadden interrals, while the bounding floor 
groans beneath its nnmly load. Learing these happy mortals, 
and ushering into this silent mansion, a more solemn, a striking 
object preeents itself to my Tiew. The windows, the f amitore, 
and erery thing that could lend one cheerfal thooght, are hong in 
aolemn white, and there, streteh'd pale and lif elees, lies the awful 
corpse ; while a few weeping friends sit black and solitary near tha 
breathless day. In thia other place, the fearleas snns of Bacchns 
azteod their braaen throata in shoota like bursting thunder, to the 
praise of their gorgeous diief. Opening this door, the lonely 
matran axploces for consolation her Bible ; and in tlds house tha 
wife bfawla, tha duldran shriek, and the poor husband bids asa 
depart^ last his tMrmagaat's fuiy should Twt itself on ma. In 
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an inconceiTAblo vnrioiy ocean to my otM43rif4tio& m 
Ihut would we» they inoralkod opon, oohtoj moffte 
1 wisdom, &nd give a juatar knowledge of mAnklnd, th«a 
Imea of livei and ad¥OQtiiroi, th^t porliaps ney^r had a 
Ipt in th0 prolific bniina of tliolr fantoatic B^uUiors. 

J^amtl nlntu tralj fa thtt odHkUd^ of nbiHrtben i wlwt loUowi ii 
jktlTfl ol tha rcHKptlon ha nftftrwiirda tnfit wlUi fmtn th«wt f«atlemafl, 
\ tiom to ^ntlf J thfl viihtn of uIidosI aU ihfi enoounff^n ol thli 
irlLom Iha Author ntiirni bifl m^ iluerav uul gnteful KknOW" 

|ioni rcflocticms and prudant romarln on the dailj 

of lif 0, are not only oxoeodingly fiaoful^ but higlily 

lor o&nducting of safely thro' tho wiles of tho world, is 

|g sinco avowed, and which nono but fools, or thoso 

common sense, hare ever dared to deny» In the 

^cat of affaiiSi wo are apt to be deluded by qonning^ or 

hypoorisy, blinded by the £ro and turbnlcnoe of 

impoBod on through the softness of unsuspocting 

but in our retired moments, a ealm retrospect o! 

I, displays thing* to our view &a they roally art ; shews 

to have erred and whore snficred, convicts tis of our 

lids us for our prudence and stings us with remorse, or 

Im of Joy over our minds at the remembrance of past 

I juit knowledge of mankind leas noocssary for our 

■well as temporal interoat. Seduced by the fair snulei 

|d schemes of men, we fall a prey to their avarice and 

captivated by the outward glare and superficial 

Jie pleasures, vanity and ambition of this world, we 

|otily true good, and rivet ouraelvea to earth and iti 

tluremcnta. A thorough knowledge of mankind, on 

liand, is of infinite benefit. We see through their 

eaaUy guard against their wiles ; we know the folly 

t sanguine in our hopea, and can easily compute bow 

ambition, pride and prejudice^ prejwnderate against 

^r nobler passions of the soul. This takes the stirig 

and makes disappointment tolerable. Convinced, 
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^ bj tlw •n w ii M i o dt mu w l f M and oUmh, oI tlw madnMi and 
■Matirijiu g delig^ti ol all anbliiiiaiy pleaaam, we can look with 
contea^ on Umb all, labonzing forthoae whoae aUbilifcj if etemaL 
But lioir, it maj be aaked, la a tlioioii^ knowledge of mankind 
to be olyCainedf Kot from the romantio pagea of our noTela and 
n d f enUu ea. Theae Tolatile |Meoea ahow na rather what la poaaible 
tto^i^ be^ than what reallj exista. The knowledge of the world . 
can no more be learned from them, than the appearance of New 
Holland could be known bjr aorreTing aome imaginary landaci^M. 
We nds^t there aee the moontatnay ocean, wooda and riTcra 
depided with never ao much art, yet, were a mariner to aet out in 
luipea of meeting the aame proq;>ec t there, and ateer by thia 
pretended diart, I fear he woold make bnt a aony Tpyage. So 
laiea it with the man, who foil ol the enthnaiaatic notiona of life 
he haa imbibed from theae wonderfol prodaetiona, roahea into the 
world. What a train ol nnforeaeen mitfortanea haa he to 
enooonter 1 and what complicated miseriea doea he inyolre him- 
aelf in ! till aober experience opena hia eyea, and aeta him on hia 
guard againat their fraad. It ia, therefore, by peraonal interoonrae 
with the world, that ita true character can be known ; and as my 
employment afforda me adrantagea of thii kind that few othera 
enjoy, I ihall here relate a few facta that occarred to me in the 
oonrae of aereral daya' peregrination, on my firat commencing 
Author. 

Having fomiahed my budget with what neceaaaiy artidoa might 
be required, equipt with a abort oaken plant, I yielded my 
ahouldera to the load, and by day-break left the confinea of our 
ancient Metropolia. 

The morning was mild, clear and inyiting. A gentle ahower, 
which had fallen amid the atiUnesa of night, besprinkled the fielda 
and adjoining meadows, exposing them to the eye dad with 
brighteat green and glittering with unnumbered globes of dew. 
Kature aeemed to amile on my intended expedition. I hailed the- 
h^ypy omen, and with a heart light as the lark that hoyered oyer 
ay head, I p aased the foot of Saliabury Bocka, and, directing my 
towarda Dalkeith, launched among the furat farma and 
I thai offtted^N The oountiy here ia ridi and uncommonly 
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iodng AQ earl j <irop, and wnply repaying tbe Inubtod* 
I with & plentiful Tetnm* A. lew rocky emineticet luo, 
f Lth dustofB of gra, which by no means ofFeii4 the eja^ 

h atriking conirfiiit botwoen the loTel and the rugged* 

[ and the bare. Upon the top of one of thwo heighta 

I coatle of Oraig Millar^ where Maiy Queen of ScoU was 

I confined. It now liei in solitary niinB, Two mUon to 

rard is the beautiful estate of RocknUei surrounded by 

ntic pleasaro'groutida ; and aU along^ on OTory haxid, 

|eaiitif til proApocts pr^entod themsel?ei to the tow^ UU 

Dalkeith, whero I took up lodging in an old joUy 

|rhoae houee I ondetstood, waa the general resort of 

At ^nl sight of my lusty hostess I was propossested 

Her height was something more than that of tho 

e, bat ieemingty diiniaished by her enormoui eorpnl- 

eyes were piercing^ and bespoke a mind not un- 

with the world ; she spoke with a masouline ^larpness, 

interrupted in her discourse with the queries of the 

lid, or displeased with any of her proceedings, would 

ce, and pour forth such a flood of exclamations and 

uld have puzElcd the powers of P unbar or any of his 

rivals oven to imitate. This done, the exhausted 

luld resume her story with all the serene composoro of 

} J wiping the oily drops from her faoe^ and wondering at 

less of the weather. In tho course of these long-winded 

she generally hold forth on the many losses slie had 

I the hardships, difficulties, and almost itnpossibiliUea 

enwuntored and overcome, interspersing all with 

of her own wanton humour and sctivity, at which she 

. out into the most extravagant 5ts of laughter, till 

L by a vehement attack of the oough. Sometimes too, shd 

brUin me with a dotsil of the adventures she had been 

when in the finsh of youth and beauty ; her amouia 

ups, the love anch and such a on* bar© her, "who Is 

dust " *nd the many stratagems she had used with 

floured gaUants ; t«t as this was a theme inexhaustible 

her «^)j <^^ without a period, and almoat alw^i 
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tlMkonMof A 

Willi A ^Mi of 
, I raCiiiid tolMd. Md, C^ MSl Mnii« IM to tlJ» A 

Tiovoftholom. Ddtoidi k ■ImIoJ ia a fnritM ooMliy, ■« 

•IvMitho 
AlltfolMknrtiM 
^ forlkM cr fov BiiM, bn arto tiM 
I and Fidbcr-nnr. TW tova, tiMf^ aoi 
large, ianeaiy tW aUti o U vida, aad the £wt hoaaca, is 
geoteaL TW bmib atieei, wlddi ma froaa eaai to 
twrariiiatwi on tte eaat by tte gate Icednig to tte Deke of B«o- 
de«di*a palace, wlMee eldeei aoa inbenta tte title of Eari of 
SalkaitlL neinkabitaotaTearijedelntothe Deke'abirtli-daf 
lij a Bomeroiia ptoecanoo of tlM txadea tlooog^ tlw tovB, fiagiag 
of beOa, Ac, Ac. Tlieir weaUj Barkei ia Md on Tfanadaj, 
wbeo imnif i n a e q uant itif of oai-aieal poor m fraoi tlw aovtk, ai 
tlie diataaee of 20 or 90 adlea, ia aold to ezteaaive dealera, aad 
immediatriy deqwlcfaed to B dia lmigb and tW weat eovBtiy. 
Their Eatabliahed divdi, ia a blade, nuBow pile of Ootlue afdtt- 
tectora, inelegaat in ttaelf, BBwho k a o ae to ita freqneoten, and a 
da^giaea to the towB. Thej hare likewiae lo«r other plaeee of 
pvblie wordiip, tis., a Bvri^bcr, ABtibvi|^, Methodiat and 
Belief Bieeting-hooae. The people ate iB goBenl, poor, laboriove 
•ad imtente, Bor arethflir Monla, eapedallj thoae of the fiur aes, 
BBdi aanted by their iBtcmNnaa with the dragoona, three or 
fag troop of whoai gwwiTI/ leaidi hwa, lor the eoBfwiiBCToC 
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we are hi|Mf «l«vaMl on the 
ofoi 



of hope, if bMdked 
iflBkthei 
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hdonco. Thb wsa portly iho ooso with mo, in regftrd to 

I had looked round on tho ologont building«p Tduabto 

[ gcntcol compwiy that lurronndod mo, luid flilontly mid 

Buroly In Hih pliuo, unhaoknejod with new |HiblioA- 

bro thoro aooma to bo »o niAny i>ooplo ol tftate, <Hid whoro 

Irnuco of iin autlior dIipoiiii({ of hh own worki mny voom 

J Buroly in »uoU r pkco ai Ihii^ I ommot fail of iucoom, 

ItliQBo ciitUusjfuitio Uopoi, I put n volutno in my poekoi 

1]iiimodiAt«ly to tho aliDp of a bcokaollorj tho only ono in 

found him doj^tnj^ oTor ionio old tottor^ pup^n (pot-hftpi 

of Homo forlnra nnd penny loea nutlior), otplainod to 

luaincis, ihowod him tho book, ftnd wishod to know if h« 

>chttfto ft fow oopica, or Tooommend mo to any Utcraiy 

] in town, whoao indination led thorn io tho itndy of 

I He took the book cftroloBsly from me, whirled over the 

In and again, enqnirod the pn<», and, in e tone that 

ho mcannoas of hia ioul, told me he would take one of 

[lalf -price. Thnt, tliough ho Bc^rcoly boliovod OTor it 

^ yet, ho would bo so far good to mo as take ono of thom 

orma* This wae dolivorod with an air that teemed to 

) grofltnoM of hiB gcncroaity, and to require my thanki 

I oycd tho avariciqua wretch for a moment with a tmil9 

|pt, and aakod if ho waa roally ainoere in what he uid. 

upon hia honour that ho waa, and that he would 

^th them on no other oonditiona, I thank od him for hi* 

ndnesBp and left hia shop with a hearty ac^^ii for hie 

I of loul, Tho next I mado my oddroasoa to, wa« m 

pdagogue, diaobled of one log^ who, hopping np to me^ 

I with a strange stare and impudence of look, what I 

Ith him t Thie I explained a« bnoily as I could^ and 

^0 book into his hand^ desired he would be pleased to 

: of it. He took tho poema— perused them for a few 

I but on obserring hia wife approaohlng, garo me them 

[ly, and aaying he had no uae for any ol these thingi^ 

t his noisy hut again* 
Joption I met with from these and the groateet port to 
Iplied, dlapiritod me lo much, that, mnk in detpondeaeei 





IrtototoMiylBi^i^i, — d fkn^m 

idimjwiUaa. Ihadi 
m ma; I had nlidted tte 
■i of ii wilk tqmal Moem; « 
» to tin pdM, hopifid iliai I B^ IhM to ] 
IbftlMpofiflf^wiw MHrad m, iliai 
•Dovvd -JMift— <i> Hut I 
ovitoboMn. Howw, I bad atill oao pn^jeel^ «k 
tiw fwit ■igjhl bi^ I w«i lUil w MiiMnl to ft « «acrtion. Ibftd 
I aid (and I beliefs jwOf) » pniM of bcr Gfaea, tiM 
I bad hnid bcr ktndDOH, bontj and cnemi^ 
I to tbo hmnwam. Seaica a poor mbahitaiit boi garo am 
aoHM tJbMmg moeamai of bcr ayaipatbj, and p r od ace d to mj tiow 
tboaAelioCbcrcbaRtj^vbilothetoanof gEafthndo ^Bftlarad in 
Ibiirffa. Bowad bjiboaa oomidmlioBa, and aaiaaftad with; 
fraab bopaa bj tba aoiial^ dianciar of Uua dignifiad pataooage, I 
al OBoa raaolTod to romit bar an addroM, r e p raa an ting, in iha 
moat modaai termay mj aolitary attuation, HtUo donbtiing bat bar 
vnboondad ganeioaa^ would aztand ttaalf to an unfortunate 
•ntbor. 

With tbaaa readhitioDay I took tba pan, and wrota tba foUowing 
addran 



To Her Graet^ ike IhicKeu of- 



Madam, — ^Tba panon who has iha honour of preaenting the 
indoaad poetical hand-bill, bombl j bcga yoor gimdocis acceptance 
and peniaaL The gooda which it anumeratea, yoor humble aonrant 
carriea along with him, that he may, bj their meana, baye an 
aaaier opportunity of aoliciting the faroor of the literary world, 
for a Tolnme of poema he baa joat now pablished. liay it there- 
fore pleaae your Grace, to allow, for once, a young poet to apread 
bia elegant aaaortmant at your feet— to entreat your acceptance of 
A copy of bia poetical perf ormancea, and your pardon for thia 
» which wiU for erar bind him. 



\ Your, Ac, ^ 

TUa I aealad,and with a trifle bribed the porter to get it con- 



vta05tLiKir>ua feohi wKimroi* 



^jy to hor GrtLce. The jatjitor*» frowsn fcftturtii #oft«nod 
curance of tho ipocio ; ho iLadured me of his beat o&doi^ 
list mo, nhd dosirod I would call about the er«xui% 
Jiout doubt I wonld he introducod. 

Ining fUTiTod, nnd I punctuaUj Attondod. W« tuet^ and 
p( hb intolHgenco waa thisi that ho hod got it doliTor^ 
[)ucht>ss' own himdj but no onawcr had aa jot Appeared t 
[jTor, ho had bcMsn, and aiiU would bo, indefatigablo in 
t, and intro&ted tno to call to-morrow moming. Thii I 
I to do, although I hod alroadj^ in my own mind, intex^ 
Ir Graco^B bUoik^o aa a too plain anaworj that onca nioM 
I my hopoi. 

tho roat of tho eToning in obaorving tha boatla and 

a OTory ono wna making for tho Fair, which waa to 

I noxt d^y ; and alighting on an acquaintance, a natiTO ol _ 

whom I had formorly aeon in tho wcat oonntry, w# 

j an adjoining public^ hoiiso, where wo might have a pint 

|e ohat to poaa tho ovcuing. Horo ho informed mo that 

ng market continued for three day a, and to oncouraga 

i cither deal era to attend, t!io Duchoaa heraelf made it a 

J year to take a waUc through tho Fair and purchaao ioma 

lie from each^ and that to-uiQTTow*a afternoon ahe would, 

\ to her usual custom, appear in the market for that 

Of thb intbuAtion I meant to mako aomo u»e, and 

Jthat if no anawer arrived prior to that time, to watch tha 

Iportunity, and make my ftddreaa to her Grace in peraoii. 

IhLa determination, I came home and aaconded lo my 

to lose for a while, the remembrance of my carea in 

' arms of repoao. Aa aoon aa the first glimpaoa of dawn 

p my chamber, I roao and took a ahert walk to tho fiold% 

aeronity of the mom and tho richnoaa of the proapoci 

r where surrounded me* There ia lomething in the mild^ 

I period of a sum mo r 'a morning, peculiarly ploaaing to 

a contemplatite diapoiition. In that delightful aeaaoa 

Boronity, the mind ia diaongagod from the tnniultnoua 

uproara of life, her action renewed, and her x>owen 

td by the r^freahing inflaenoe of aleep. The balmy 
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topopeinli 
of pKidin. 

The dqr vM Bov adfancmg, lai &• camaAij poople froM ctkj 
q o i g ti T wm tkroagmg to the Fair. Hm road aecaed to BOf« 
willibhckeiaftk; wlnloiockaof alMp mcccmvcIj adTSDced to 
Um Iowb, and abovi add-day the atreeto wm all bwUa and eon- 
Botioii. na Toatki m lM>dde&-gfsj atalked tluov^ IW gvBcnl 
haUmb, dafo miii g with their ejaa the wondafol corioaitieB that 
W9n e xp oae d to new on the chapman'a ataUa^ which bow liiiad 
both aidaa of the atreeU for a ooiMidorable length. 

UttiTeraal uproar prerailed emTwhere among the tomnltnooa 
orowda ; drama beating, pipea aoonding, fiddlera plajing in ex- 
pectation of engageuMnta, and an the other oonfoaion thai on like 
oocaaiona erecy whera proraiL On thiahand waa ihooted, "Heie*a 
the rare gingerbread **— OB the other, ^^ Aberdeen new almanacka*' 
— "A fan, trne and partionlar aeconni of a barbarooa bloodj 

and inhvman" << Gael your ^je a little farther, there job haTe 

BgrandTiewof the''*"Now'athetiflaetoti7 70Brln^; obo in 
who Biakea twow" Theae, and other eidamationa weie diatiB- 
fniahahle, the reat waa mil indiafciiiflfc miftOT ma^ m^m ^^ ^n^^^f^ 7^ 
towB BOW exhibited the appetnaee of tnde, a&d 
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|ed on with ipiiit Meonwlulo, laj covxnA^ ftnd I bftd 
room with ihAwtA, sLIk h^ndkerahiafi, mailini^ priiited 
Bf and « prof uaiQii ot other gv^dy Bnttf, whi<^, on the 
do no mconflid^rable appearance, W© had ereotod fthelft 
t room for the bulk of our goods, and from & lu^e window 
. the atroetj diBplftjrt^d n magnifioont flaj^, oompoaed ol 
^aut ihawli, mutlinfl, dec, elevated on m pole, and under- 
iheet of pafttoboard^ war painted in Donipicuoiu 
'A Bale of Miialma tmd Prints/' 
Iwe woro thus busied in exposing and diipodng of our 
Ippening to throw mf eye to the window^ I observed m 
I^Adng country folk* endrding some ladies of dtatinotiotip 
umediatety told by one of my cuitomettf that it waa the 
I fiew down atairs, mingled with the crowd, and found 
» officiously engivged in receiving some silver tnnketa she 
ftaied from on old chapman ^ who teemed to treat her 
[itmoat deferencOf and as she left hia stall, making a most 
» and ridiculous bow, ha turned to the byeatandera, and 
he money in his hand, gave them a look, to expreaatra 
y joy and secret rapture, that cKoitcd the mirth of all 
I Had Hogarth boisn there, to have arretted the features 
I them his own, hit piece mi^ht have formed an erer- 
Ibd of laugh tor. At this instant I pressed through the 
Id respectfully approaching, informed her that I waa the 
\q had aent her Graw the letter last night. She patued 
momenta, and then inquired if I had any goods in tho 
teplied in the aSirmativo, and, pointing to the flag, told 
a beautiful and elegant assortment of muslini within 
where I would be happy to be honoured with her 
Gsenee, She paused again for a moment, and saying in 
■ pierced mo to the lonl, " I don't want any of these 
Jumed with her attendants to the next stall. Tou whota 
susceptible of the finest feelings, who are elevated to 
lith the least dawmnga of hope, and sunk in despond anoe 
Ightest thwarting of your expectation*, think what I felt 
aion, 
mixturt of gri«f *^ indignation itruggling In my 




«rloi^i 



eoutry. yvl Um Wans «m b«l tkn^f 
» i>v I Met wilk» «m wtlMr Mkmbk iMmK 
r poMMMW dtprati wiA kvd Ubov wd 
^■mjiitj bj pridty humy, aad abtolvto 
TIm fanm iMvebciaf p o i ii o— d o«l 
a hif» tneliy Um poor peomit amii bo tbo fmnoor*! oUto, or 
TCBOTO to Ibo town ; oad I bavo oflen oboonrod anong tbem « 
■pifitloM migiiatioii to tbeir drndgerieo oiid meon ■erritodo. 
Almooi mcoDOCMNU tbai tboj wore bom lor any otbor thing, but 
to bo porpotoal ■arrantay from fatbor to ooa and from motbor to 
dai^^itory tboj itniggle with want, and rear up tboir olbpring in 
tbo Mrrioo of tbeir insolent ■operion. 

I am Verj far from affirming tbat tbeao poor people are lev 
bai^ij tbaa tbeir opulent masten, wboae bouaea exbibit a eon- 
tiniui aoeno of extraTagant feaating and oiber loxoriea, copied 
from tbe la u da ble faahiona of tbe great, tboae patterna of prudence 
and leaden of mankind. I am perauaded, that the bumble, 
paiaimonioua peaaant, eata his aimple meal with as much aatia- 
faction, riaea refreabed from hia few houn of sleep with aa much 
cbeerfulneaa, and experienoea more real bappineaa, peace of mind, 
and bodily health, than thoae overgorged auperiore, who treat 
tbeir dependentt aa alaTea, and look down on them aa beinga made 
of an inferior mould. Yet I cannot forbear regretting, that the 
pemidona and inoraaaing cuatom of eztenaiTe farms, ia not 
i a Isaaar portion of land allotted to each ; by which 
the eztTMnitiea of want and luxury would be equally 
•foided, tbe poor pat on a footing to do something for thomselTW 





wbm ID ihh U/9^ them mmm 
JotiA trcrm teTtnl p«opfe of ikm ] 
he chcirt, I look m irw «ep« 

lUAdoii pwti^j to < 

niUfffD for m, «id hftd soiaalyi 

nlifiiFff i*IJjr engaged to ptt^con mo a i 
h. ThAt the rvAd«r mij 1ukT« 

Ina4}fi<ir, J %haM beg leiTv to rvp 

fiinrlly lififi^^&red to mizM. Hi« kieight 
ill it rj! ikfi tffditiMTf w^lkmg •«&£ Hk hbad {wkitsk &t 
t tt« ^trrijifiriirjti of bii bulk, mod mvmtd I0 b«^ "Of mv 
ai «i»n '*) woi fixed b^tveen tvo b^f« ■liiiriiciM, fht 
rtjf 'Mit \ftitora »tid the cUmc beftptd vp bttkiwi hkmm 
lUn pyim woro Urge, aad nOUd tor «fiir wttli a kiad 
ptMn niifl ielf import&noe,oti «li Anwsd Kim. The ml 
rn witu ■jtUM out into ft pur of kgs uid tlug^ thftt^ 
■MiiviirrJii un nM^h «ide, nipported bi« thap^ieM fnsie, 
|hj| ritfii frf % olnrk/i writiog-fttooL This rtniigo plieiio- 
^inU 11 j> tip in/ face for ft ^luidfttftblft Iua«^ 4edmd bft 
itnfiii If III In hlN Jif«-Ume before, 

iftifirl Ml I me circunutftiicfifl in otxf lui coQTerift&kfi. 
n |fr''|Hiflefi pubticftUou ftud Aibftcnpticn pftper, with momm 
hMilam ^ ftittl wiih difficulty bro«ghi t^# ft&ir to kk 
1^^, ^hloh, he iftid, "Wfti like ft dnttm to kiau*" 



Hsfing Mrr«j«d Um book fortonetioM, hb mupmd the price, 
Mid boing told il» TOtanied tlM eopj imiiiad^iMj, M7^ 
tdk» DOM of it It thai price. I replied, tliai the price wm no . 
Boie than wbai vae rignified in tlie IViypoedb. This be lUtlj 
denied ;oo which, palling oot a copj of tbeconditione, "intake 
it on no cooditioaa,'' aaid the impertinent dwarL ''Whatl" 
lepliedl, < 'did 70a not aobeeribe for the book r «<Itmightbe 
iOy'* aaid he, '< but ihow me mj name ! No law can oblige me to 
take it nnleaa joo can ahow me mj hand-write.** I told him, thai 
I tmated aa modi to people's hoDoar aa their formal aobecription, 
and reminded him of patting the paper to whidi he had aabecribed 
in hia podcet, with a kind promiae of doing aomething for the 
aothor. It wae in Tain thai I endearoared to expostalate the 
matter with him ; hia wife joined him, ezdaiming, thai they knew 
better how their money came, than to throw it away on nonaenae; 
and the deformed creatore iteelf, continaally sqaeaked oat, "ffliew 
me my name 1 ahew me my name ! No law can oblige me, air, 
mtlcM yoa ihew me my individoal hand-write.** Althoogh I waa 
aecretly ezaaperated at this diminatiTe wretch, yet I concealed my 
indignation, and teUing him, thai Natore had indeed been yery 
nnkind to him, ingiringhim acrasy body with soch an insignificant 
soal, left the boose immediately. I proceeded next to another, of 
the same tribe, who had promised to take a ooi>y, with this proriso, 
that I shoald sacrifice one-half of its price with him at the shrine 
of Bsochns. I foand him at home, and was cirilly receiTed. He 
looked over the book some time, hot told me with an honest 
frank n ess , I had taken him in a wrong time, and hoped that I 
would not interpret his inability to a want of willingness to take 
the poems. Porerty, he said, had frozen ap his pockets, and 
effectnidly prerented him from performing his engagement, but if 
at any f atare period I had occasion to pass that way, he begged 
thai I woold not neglect to calL I promised to do so, and again 
proceeded to another qaarier of the town. To relate all the 
diffsrent receptions, and describe the rarioos diaractera I met with 
in this i^ace, woald be t edioaa, and perhaps oninterseting. By 
aoase I waa treaied with the meet extreme kindness ; others had 
w^Mtj foigoi the affiidr, and the greateat part, Mm ooold or 
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loty tecept of iL Tirod of thta fruitl«u expoditian ftnd lick 
1 mean oxcuadb, I returned io mj Ic^dgingi, and coQce&ling 

Ire of my auccew from my comrftde, joinod in the rnirtli 
Imed to cLrelo Found the hearth* 

kmpfinion hmd been sittinB; alone bj the ^itdieti fin^ over m 

I bottle, when ft lliUe, old, decent- drcued man entered, who 

i followed bj hu Bponaep and both veTo inrited to & ohapo 

ottle. Thie, after aome few apo1ogie4, wa« aooepted, ftnd 

lidentlj i^t down. In a aim pie, open manner the old tnan 

|i, that he waa a weaver in the town j that it waa not hia 

ustom to frequent public-houaea, btit at rety raiw timea, 

^oman and I," continued he, *' hftvo li^ed man ftnd wifo^ 

forty y«an together^ and it haa been our cnatom, on 

layV night after our Occaaion, to bo hearty over a pint j 

|[oed, air, when folka come to our time of life, they ftrt 

better of a little ; and a aimple bottle at a tinte, yon 

do nobody harm." My comrndo roAdUy agreed with 

tmontn, and in the midst of much cliit^liAt, the eann wai 

Jly circling when I entered and joined the oompany. A« 

lor began to aacond to onr friend *b upper flat, he forgot tho 

1 and diffidence that at firat ao much embarnsacd him, and 

J entertained ub with the traiiiaotionB of his youth, Theaa 

lea, silly and unimportAnt m they wore, were yet related 

l::h an ignorant simplicity, and bospoko Buch undebauched 

I of manners, (a quality too rarely to be mot with in an 

l) that I listened, or rath or gawjd on tlie harmleas ereature^ 

■noommon delight, "Gontlomon," aaid he, *-you ax^ 

It with the world, what news do you hoar about this time f 

will wo have any fighting or no 7*'^** The last exproaset 

[ news/* replied my comptvnion, " the Dutch have landed 

l&nny on Holland, and taken poMOtsion of it*** " Say yon 

lid he with gi^^t concern) that is bad news indeed. That 

[op to all I If the Dutch have really taken Holland, I 

jVe all over, for HoEand had sworn to be on our side,** 

this reverend aire*a knowledge of the world, and I beli«T« 

muoh to the temporal and spiritual peace and interest of 

Lodera politiciMtft *^** ^^^ *^** ^^ mott. My oomrftd« 



BOW CBlmtod fhal b« mold IftTov «i wiUb ft Miif. *'A» §ar 
mm^'' mdAhm, •'I CMngiioBe; Iml if ukj hm9 w<Mlda«nl 
w^wTliKj to ksf»ftPtelm tme; iliitlia hrwfntUti of all 
aoM.'* To Ok w« an lanMdiaftfllj agreed, and oar ffrpgu old 
dadgiiiBcoiiitlMWQfda, «* O ■ioiher doer Jgyqeelw,*' laieed iho 
Ifartyn, Iml in audi a s^rle, wilh audi a profoaioa of gneea, aai 
of toiie,aokaiiii^of look, and diatortioii of feaftnna, 
the whole compan j Inmi ooi into aa untrenal roar of 
km^ler, bia qpooaa alone ezeepied, nlM, wlnle tlie tme \ 
aeemed wnipi up in all the epfhiwiMi of deroUon. 

Baring amnaed onndTia lo a late hoor wilh Uiia ainiple, ] 
conple^ and aeni them aiaggering hone in the g re at e at good 
hnnoar, we letirBd lo onr room, there to Ibigei the toila of the 
dtf in aleep. Kezt morning, aa aoon aa hreakfeai waa orer, I 
prepared to ira ? e r a e the town, and marking ooi with mj eje a few 
of the moat genteel hooaea, p roc e eded to bn ane aa. On the eaat 
and of thia town, in a retired and moat agreeable aitoation, ataada 
the eelehiBted Prnky-hooae, the aeai of the Honoorahle Sir 
Ardiibald Hope. Aa hia lad j deaired me to aend her a eopj, aa 
aoon aa pabliahed, I aet out without delaj for the hooae, where I 
waa kindlj reoeiTed, and generonalj eneoonged. Thia waa adding 
fire to my fancj, and Tigoar to mj reaohitioQ; 1 retomed her 
lad jahip my aineere admowledgmenta, and, thoogh in the oonrae 
of WHj fotare applicaiiona thai day, I met with a greater number 
of inaoknt rebaib than naoal, yet, the oonaideration of the aocoem 
I had been hooonred with in the morning, made me orerlook them 
alL "When we are onoe eooacioiia of enjoying the kind wiahce and 
approbation of the wiae and good, the ne^eet of foola and the 
acaadal of the world, make bnt a ali^t impreaaion on the mind. 
PMioaded of their applaoae, we riae abore the malioa of envy, 
and anpport the pre e aor e of miafortanea with aa andaonted 
fortitade aad magnanimity of aoaL Thia I eall troe fuae, at onoe 
the inapirataon and ample reward of ereiy noble action. AH eke, 
k bat eaqpty contemptible babbling; the breath of look, the noiay 
ahoatiogi of aa aadiaceming mob^ and the certain deatroyerof 
that iaralaabU Meeaiac, peace of auad. At ereaiBg ae I wae 
to lalan hoam, lamaoibariqg of hafiBf kat Ml iaakeaper 
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UMlti " " Um book Mbn ] 

] $eti« Hiitoi^, t^ Iftqimt of ^n^ lai tti^p of 
1 1 vnli cbeerf oHx uk« ft copj. 

E 1% l«nwg it tiound Mtd n^iad, 

L from Etigl»iul, wbo otAj^d htxm tU 

^ ibottt Iwo weeln «go, htd 11m V iRj w t mxgo of 

' I lud mj ejm ctL HM j«tt boon bvi » l«ok;f «■ t« 

h«re th«ii— bj O— d bt V9ttU b»T« boiigUAV^alt 

I froro ^on I " Hio oxp«»uftM I b^ itf tb* ««rid mm^ 

iliroiigh tHii tillf ofukn, aad but liltlo ngi^ 1117 

ftcquiiinUnoo with i^m TOMtofal lit«»rf hero ; j^ I 

i help ■mLling tt tu4 bumpM^ and otiq^zinns^ wben Uio 

[ woiiUt ivtunif told bin dq4 to af^oci irriting to mo as 

[to nrrivotl, ftnd paUiitg Uw poeioi in mj pocfcotf wmt 

iti^o. Kml noWf kirin; dota« al) tho biui&ow w« oould 

lkr«, An J ilji^cted Use bulk 0I our good* to Haddiflgtoo, 

h i>ur UniUnd^r and dbeliai^«d ibobUI, in ordor to b« nmdj 

Iktf i»ul «l Alt oarljr boar mex% d^. Befon eondudiikg mj 

1i>r tbt* luttti, I migbi b»r» xii«fiti<»a ookdo goDtlemoikf 

litvuv4tl,¥ I tinpcrioncod^ and lik^wiat preaont Ibo raad^ 

Vv^jIi i*J m^mti churactOTiw vbooo im^Jta, [krido, and otu- 

U-iv With J ImiI m th« former of tbeoo will, I bope^ aooopl 

UtiMf^l ^^mtwlMl^mont, aud u tbo UU«r an ol adaatoo 

L luf u^>tiv4^, I ducUno aajinf anf noro. Soma of tbam, 

UliMMH^ iiuUvr at proioiit ibe affi#cte «l thoir own foUf, aad 

a ivk»bva (HH^Iival aitompy and ttatulationi^ ba^ Oixpoaad 

L&y i^vik U4U«iiililo tftfto and ooofmooi ignoraQco. 

lAMrulug mm i)in^adiiig gnf in tbo oaat^ th« alf mild and 

i Um »itu a Ulliti Aliore tli« horiion, wben^ laden with our 

i bu^ifuK iMjf 9imipant€^ and I d«part«d ft^m Huuol^ 

ud «<ib uut- faM to tbo oait, ploddod aJong tbo tb^^. 

I iiJ^J 1«Ji«ui« til Aurv^y and opporianitj lo oontemplato tb« 

lii^0«| ibai iunoKiidod wt* Tbo F^tb of Fofib» whieb 



diiidM CMl LotiusB frtm FiieduiVp i^ iMra, abort tea B^ 

•ad m ecmia plaiBfy diMOTer tlM ki« tnia of lovM Ikrt ■tnldi 

along Um opfMMilo eoMt The aea vaa mootk aa glaM, and mtar> 

qwiaad witii a eooaidenbia mnnber of hifa Taaaelij ■Mmnglaiilj 

akMig on tho iida, while thoir wlitto oanvaM le tter e d in tbo ann. 

Hm aea^owl damovred firom ereiy qaaiiflr, and a raai mmibflr of 

fiahing-boata from different plaeea, wwa acattered abontamilo 

iroai tlie ahora, intent at their ooeapation. Behind na, Arthnr^a 

Seat roae towering to the hearena. To the weat and north, waa 

■aMi the monntaina of Fifoy and to the caat the moat oonapieooQa 

wen Korth-Berwidc-Law and the Baaa, riaing a little abore the 

mainland. The melodj of birda on the one hand, the acdemn 

aoonding of the aea along the pebbl j ahofo on the other, joined to 

the wide watery pro a pee t that qnread before na, formed a moat 

enchanting entertainment, that at once delighted the eje, diarmed 

the ear, and conToyed a tide of raptare to the whole aouL We 

proeeeded forward in thia manner for about a mile, when taming 

to the right hand we aaoended a ateep hill and directed oar atepa 

to oTery hnt and haman abode that came within ken. Tho land 

here ia high, commanding a atill more eztenaive Tiew of tho Frith, 

and the rich fertile countrj aroand ; adorned at littlo dif tanooa 

with aoroo not inolrgant conntry aoats, surronndod with doaton 

of pine plantlnga and huge aniiy luikii, and groon ploaanro-gmunds 

which lonre aa paatiimgo to wiiiio fine flodcR of alioop, cown, and 

ozen« As tho day began to dodino in tlio woat, we dcMondcd to 

Praitonpana, a black nncorofortAblo town on the alioro | aiicl about 

throe miloa distant from MiiMoIbiirgli. lloro I ninclc a fow ofTorta 

to recommend myself and waros to some of the prindpal inhabi- 

tanta, but without success ; and aocbig neither the appearance of 

ialo, nor the proapoct of finding common accommodation for tho 

night, we left ita amoky confinoa, that seemed to be overUid with 

•tamal ahowera of aoot, and traTolling for about two miles to the 

•oath, through those fidda once atained with the blood and atrewed 

with the carcasaea of oar oonteating coonttymen, we readied 

l^aaant, where, after an hour^ fraitleaa aearch for lodginga, we 

were at laat directed to the hooae of an honeat Korthnmbriaa, 

who kept a little gented pablie-hooae, and were treated with a 
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til uid cheerful hofpiulity. The Ubto wu Kpve»d wiih ex* 
I promion, tho be«r went f r^el^r round, ind an old inrelling 
J who ant by tbe fire, in recom ponce for the few draughta he 
lunk^ tuned !ui inBtrumoiit, and enteria^inod m with 4 mix- 
[ murderfd Bound i and B<|ueaking diioordi. 

I ia no apocioA of pluaaure more gonomllf pIoflAing, or nudo 
[rolcomo to the human heart, than flatterji Flattery u the 

vnnity, and vanity ib the daughter of iguoranoe. To know 
i'QAf Im the only method to dxdud© vanity and the certain 
I deipbe flattery. Yet auch ia the frailty of our nature, thai 
jnda of the wtaoat, as well aa thoae of tho moit foolish, are 
loortain timaap tr> be a welled by a acorot pride and oonsciom 
hi ft worth and importance, beyond what they really poMoae. 
ideaa pnrately indulged, are not without their donbtB ; but 
omona ftro onco applauded to the nkioi for thoie rue qnali- 

[ celebrated for tho oxprcaa excel loncioa which thoy long 
kd thomBolvoi poMOMcd of , thoit doubta imtantly diaappoar, 
tide rifloa confirmed of ita maBtor'4 mighty importance, and 
Lror ift hnggod ai thoirnobloftt fricnd,^one whohaa at length 
td to toll the truth ; whoao candour and penetration can 
l]iBComandhonoitlydi«[ilay the brilliancy of their meriU, 
\U\li do3K> of this inspinntf poUon wo treated our inimitable 
In, rmd by oxU^IUi^g the londnoM of bis lldillo, the agility 
]i|ch ho phyod, the almost Inriniuomble mulLitudos of hii 
Ld In nbort, oTery otlior (jnality that bobiuaed to a itood 
lor, wo kept him seratdiinji among the airlngn, til) a pro* 
V awoat at roamed from ovory quarter of his oountcinanoe^ 
i tolling of tijo tuwn boll imnmonod ua to IkhI Next morti- 
IroM to Uko a view of the town, and leeinif it to be bill 

compoi»>d for the moH pnrt of moan housoa, ocouptod by 

Iri and some wonvors {who in this part of the oountry am 

Idly i*ooc), wp rcmmod our budgoU, and proceeded eaat* 

) Haddington, keeping the highway, iomettinci on thii 

ometimei on that, according ft* the aitnation of the fana- 

Ai we were thua tacking from place to place, a whii« 

that <3*owned the top of a neighbouring hill about hall a 

i tht roaa, caught my <7«^ ^^ •* ^^ o^^'*^ »pp*aranot 




I telte wilkm, I itocnd diiMlly for the ffBfttaw 
OiiBqmml,withoDiiloppii«lokiiodL (« cer»- 
rpractiwdby pedlaii, e»ccpt wkwi abaolste n e c a Mity 
i«qtvn>X I flBtand • ^mwim kHdMo, wbara • laige firs 
flaand m the dumnej, vwmt whkk ea enotmoae poi nged with 
tte healy while « couple of oUi beiked oo the hearth. AUarovmd 
wcfe the appettaiiee of ■mnptiioae plentjy hvi hvmm cfeeime I 
aailher Mw nor heerd. Tired with dambering op the iteep, I 
threw down mj bwdget oo the top of en old tnmk, and eat down 
; thai aone of the family woold aoon 9ippt§r. I had not 
I long aealedy when an OTMgrown mastiff entered firom another 
door, andy eyeing me with a look of finyy paaeed and repaeeed 
aeferel timee^ then atretdiing himaelf on the floor, fixed his red 
eje4MJIa with a grimy solkj jeaknujf broad ih mj face. I had 
rested for i^warda of a qoarter of an hoor without any person mak- 
ing their appearance. Having little time to loee, I determined to 
stay no longer^ and rose, with an intention of lifting my load. At 
this moment, the forions animal sprung forwards, and with a most 
infernal growl, seised me by the breast, and drove me against the 
partition !» Stnnned as I was at this unexpected salute, I 
cndeaToured by soft and soothing phrases, to get from lus un- 
gracious embrace, but I soothed in Tain ; he was proof against all 
the arts of flattery, which seemed rather to inflame his rage than 
soften him to peace. Meantime I burned with fury to be die- 
engaged, and, had a large knife, which lay on the board, been 
within reach, I had most certainly plunged it into his entrails, and 
freed myself from this ferocious animal ; but I was pinned to the 
wall, and to more was death. In this situation, I stood for some 
time, when an old lady entered, and eeeing two such figures, in 
soch a position, started back, and stood for a few moments, fixed 
in sstonishment. I briefly explained the dreumstances to her, 
and desired her to call down the dog ; this she instantly did, and 
dsUrered me firom one of the most disagreeable companions I 
•▼•r had in my life. Meantime, the serrants entering, she 
oererely repeimaaded them for leaving the kitchen ; and relating 
the affiidr, a general Un^ commenced, in which, being now out of 
, I hsaitOy joined, resolfsd for the futiife to take care. 



I whero, I parted with my btidget "Wlieth^r thii 

cidoat bftd opoii«d their heuta^ or UiAt they reil] j stood 

beae ftrtidetj I know not, but kh umoommoci ipirit for 

I fteeoiod to prof ill ; tnf warot w^re toMod out on » kr^ 

Jap toon Mjembled^ and for op wards of two hoian, I 

1 engaged cutting » mou^ring, and poekoting tho c»ih ; 

Jld matrotit herself^ hearing I wai an author, liberally 

t eopf of my pooma. After whidi the ■erraiita began, 

\ ■pirit ; lo that, betwixt the iuooeai of mj sale and 

lent of a plentifol dianer, I had almoat forgot the 

y^ maitifi growla, when I gratefully left the hoiia«p 

gbwi^^ and in a ihofi time joined my companion. 
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• LETTEB I, 



ImpM of tK« Httlnff tun to th* tni,T«UAF— ^ uUdt^i ' lut look— lb* 
1 'hftTTn<>ii7 ADd Ion/ ixoopt rUitm off '» otrt&li] t*it«r«l dun* '— 

atrelhn, near Foitley, 



Aprils nee. 



LlENDj 



J A poor inooniidenitft mortal once Imown to yonp but 
Ig siiioo lo*t fram f on ftmidat the hutrj wid bustle of Uffl, 
les the libortj of enquiring After jour welfare. Mwijr 
LaA ho pflJWJd through, and many a part baa he acted j 
I hi* lonelj hour»t T^^ pr^en^ jotinelf to his ken. And 
I Boethe hii gri«f <" heighten b» pleasure) No ; lOaa, 
JthMD the U«t brief gEnip»e of the eettingr mn girei to th^ 
I when he ii himtelf juit about to be benighted in lome 
teri, wid hewa ^tfdj the dimnal howb luid growlp 
|i^ uumiOa imiTPunding Kiiii ! or m the weeping 
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r, when 1m takes his last kmg look <d hb natm ilum whidi 
contains aQ ha holds dear. With what anguish do I reflect on 
past scenes, where all was harmony and lore, except for a few 
Tisits that your hnmbla senrant had the dishonoor of reeeiTing 
from a certain tattered dame, whom, howerer, ha did not modi 
regard, but often laughed her oot of coontenance. Oh ! happy, 
happy seasons, ne'er shall ye retom I and where and what hare 
yon left me f Why, nothing but a Poor Padananl Kay, 
stsre not, my friend ; nothing more or less, I asrare yon, is 
the peisonsge that thns makes bold to address yon. Here I 
shovild panse and stop, and let yon ponder and wonder and hngfi; 
bnt I win not, for I have more to tell yon. Know then, thai last 
week I passed almost a whde ni^ in company with three 
poeta. One was James Kennedy, Ebeneaer Pidnn— who ia 
publishing his works, snd the last and most glorioos was the 
immortal author of that well-known ballad, **Tho Battle of 
Bannockbnm," "From the Ocean, Ac" Blessed meetiDg I KoTer 
did I spend snch a night all my life. Oh, I was all fire I oh, I 
was all spirit ! I had the honour of being highly complimented 
by *Bannockbom* for a poem which I wrote in praise of his 
saWme song. Perhaps I may haTe the pleasure of sending a 
copy of it, if yon please to answer my letter, with sereral other 
pieces which I haTe beside me. I haTe sent yon here a few Teises 
on a trifling droamstance, bot the thooghts resemble a spider — 
she spins a Tory extensiTe work from a small compass. Dear Sir, 
if yon wiU faToor me with aletter on reeeiTing this, I shall regard 
it [as] one of the greatest honours yon CTor did me. I haTe now a 
more deep regard for the Mose than cTcr. I haTe opportunity, 
and my Tiews are more expanded than when I sung on the loom. 
Hr. Kennedy desires to be remembered to you. I would write 
more to you, but perhaps I disturb you. If I haTC said 
anything amiss, pardon me. I know there are a great many 
wrong-spelt words, whidi yon will please look orer. That yon 
may long be h^»py in your noiiy mansion to hammer wisdom 
through the daik, walls of the blockheads' skulls ; to teach the 
jooQg ideas how to shoot; to poor instruction orar the opening 
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to be ft terror to evilndoeTv^ and m pnuM lo w^<4oai«, U 
» wish of 

SlE, 

Your bambk So?T«iiit 

ALEXANBEE WILBOZr. 

-Please direct to the oare of Alex. IjeuhniAn, West Snd 
tkf where I will be for three weeki to oomo.. 
ffBtJEoa, Apnl 28, 1768. 



' Friend and patron of my Maiio'9 fong, 

^U »he aitempta dooM tiato ycm bdoog ; 
t^ouchs^fo iho thatika «ho tbua moat grat«fa! paji. 
|lni«pircrti by yoa ubo abot her infimt royii, 
'Dawn d to tha light, nnd glory *tl in ^our pralae j 
Bat cuneel Fortuna that atill frdwmn^ da^ 
Rant ua aaandcr from our pflacefal hat. 
} bappy dwelling ! wbero my willing pen 
^r«w accQcA of horror, or dcccita of m^u, — 
I yoar kind fww I mw cncoro or hiaa» 
^ Bmile WM rapture^ and oaeh laagh was bliaa 

J yoa ahoald wOQdor at thia abort addrc«» 
Etead tha firit latter* of thcB« lineai, and guaM, 
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• LETTER II. 

Bi«k4Mmrf» for Qot "^^i^ ■ DtMk-nKnoM WotbenpMtt-^pwiM 
a with th> ' «?• »f • *'^* ""* * '***'*' *-7«™»., 



13, 1TS8- 



I aio Teiy muct wbamed to think I hare maod yoa 
Md diahoDOUisb^, dM pwmwing to lea^e the book ; 



OJMiftMiipii I milt 



Ik UUcmmMU 
Me. Jam 
tojw. Asfcrtibsfi««febook,if ; 




Jfov, «o^ I dad mj ptwuM tenk, 
AiT fut yott €A a^ tratk ntal ; 



WU» I CHI fill ft 1MB or HMky 
Tm kmUe Mrrm'. 

ALKXANDKB WIIJ90K. 

XmBUMiy AagiMi ld» 178a 



• LETTER m. 



OMlaia 'PiMlaMB' (FtodhiV-b ■& Iim at 8t A»di«w»-1bt jwr < 
■kMt ud BoUtod^-'Holy' bdofnem ud admoBttloM 
Peipottd cncy- JtIf- I Tl iiw n e nwnil i wiicn Vmnrn^O-A Yktt 

▼WM MM PkVW> 

To the Same, 

Wiifttai on the Iftti dfty, and b«i hour of thai lutt daj, 

December 31, 1788. 

Fw diitaat, in an ion's third ttorej rear'd,— 
The sheet beneath a sUromenng taper spread. 

Along the shadowy waUs no sound is beard, 
8aTe Time's slow, oonstanti momentary tread. 

Hers lone I dt ; and will yon, sir, ezense 
Mt midnight theme^ while (feebly aa ahe can) 

bntting aiknoe bide the asriona Mtise 
terey the tniD8Miil bliai pviraed ^ ICaa. 



^lstthi. 



fituitttl M&n, for Ulm Spring paint* %%^ A«lib| 
For liini, warm Saramor rcEvn Uio rip'ntnff grilK ^ 
la gmtpt ibo bounty th&t HoU Autumn ^iflliS^ 
And oouDti tliovo triilci u ouontLftl g&ut, 

Por bim, yoi, iuto, for him thow meroiet iloiw I 
[ Vot, whv BO pajtBiiip, why ro 11 cot thoir "t^T! 
To tciji^ch Itlind inortfiU wlmt ihoy lint «boula know, 
Tb^t All u triknaicot M tho tlooting d^iy. 

bhort is tho period tmco groon imil'd tbo wpod, 

I And floworfl umbrciEiml bath'd toy momlng pfttlk | 

piroct 7IUI tbo murmnrins of tbo tilrer Hom, 

' And glad Uig boo roaia^d o'er tk« «inpurplsd b«illl I 

PTtb conitiona joy* I hailed the rosy flceno j 
I jouiod tlio mtiftic of tbo woodUn' throng, 
^tr«tcb'd on tbo bnxol boakr or atinny pkliit 
WlioTO luiworing ocbo warbrd All divy long. 

bcligbtful ttmo ] but, ih, how abort iti at«y I 
I Stript waro tho foiingo from ooch Howor^ QAoih trM^'^ 
prim tyrant Wintor vail'd tbo joyloss day. 
And roar'd impcrioaa o'or tho bAil-boat le«* 

fVTiore now tbe fragrance oE tho bowling wood, 
And whnl tbfl pluaaurca wo from morn cjwi U«t« i 

fbo anoW'dad banks, tho big brown roaring flood. 
The bleak wind whiitling o'er the driftoa wMt«. 

\i tbna, dear sir, id Lifo'i dplasivfl drcAtn ; — 
I Wo foadly sport till Youth's gay act w oVr, 
rill Age, till Death, stosJ on in suUen stream, 
1 AntTwerldly bubbloe chum tbo ioul no man. 



by a whole cart-load of holy inferonce* which I had 
■rom those conoid orations^ ftlao orerleaping the long tram 
liitiona reaulting from theao inforeQCOi, lei me tell yon that 
Ibut tho hopea I hare that you entertain most magnificent 
1 my pooms, (part of which 1 guew by yonr expretiir© 

woald have induced me to hare racked my brmin at inch 
nd iitten in auch an uncomfortable lituatioik, to giT^ yc^ 
I narratioD,~« hint of which oncomf ottablt seat jon haT» 
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in ib0 foDowing Tenea, which I am obliged to give yon jmi m 
ihaj U9 broken off from the duster of a long prajer whkh I bad 
iweerteJ, bot which, on aoconnt of its enormona weight and Taat 
eslenl^ I omit and expnnge : — 

Bot^ air, fotgiye the wandering of the Muse. 

To JOQ, again, her aadd'aing atrain ahell torn ; 
To yon, to aak (and oh I remit the news) 

Why tiiii% with ailence, all my warmth retom ? 

tt ia becaoao— bat| hark l--the tempest blowa 
Load. O'er my fireleaa dome it wildly hearea I 

The wintiT drop^ prone from my droopins noae, 
Hanga dangling, limpid aa the brain itiBavea. 

The frowning Mnae haa fled the frosen franie,^- 
The Toioe of Riot atrikea my liat'ninir ear, — 

In ainking, monnting— B»d, inconstant flame — 
My candle 'a ending with the ending year. 

Here yon mny perhapa stare np, and exdaim— " Why, whnt does 
the fellow mean f If he aat pining in that deplorable case, waa it 
not hia own fault f Waa there no liquor in the honae f " Aye ; 
but my friend yon don't consider that drinking ia deatmctiTe to 
veaaoDy and reaaon, in her purest state, ia requiaite when I write 
to yon. And, moreorer, drinking ia tiie bane of frugality, and 
frugality ia one of the eaaentiAla of a pedlar, and I am a pedlar ; 
•o you aee no wonder I suffered patiently, when I suffered rightly. 
Bat to oottdude— 

Dear air, adieu I may success, health, and peaoe^ 
Grown your each year, and erery laboor too ^ 

And, anre, if Tirtuoua worth claima hnman praiaa^ 
Eate yet in keeping holds a wreath for you. 

Wnngki with fresh blessings be this coming year ; 

And ahould aome period of ita faVring reign 
Admit the pedlar's Joy, hell homeward steer. 

And haa your manaion and hia friend again. 



I am, 

\ Yoois, 

ALKXANDXR WILSON. 



iicmifl. 
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♦LETTER rV, 

Idjm-flpoUlng mtid hindwrlttng ■ if It b* Inilbl*' to ba «x«and— 
tiMM ^pfteii ttpr*art [a nff^'-'raoro *Ploo»* T«^f—A Volwm* osn- 
Iplatud— dliiprolBtod of » letUr-Thft icbool iwl pre-oocupitJoB » 
for l&T^tttsg 'th* F^dkr'^A |»*tleftl I&hls-T^ lutare bb- 
a— Fip«» dMtn^nd. 

1760. 

frevimmg on the approbfttion you h&Te b^to pleue4 often 

' tny amall performoncoi wllh, 1 have liei^ lent for jour 

k collection of the most noticeftble that I hAT0 at proaeni 

(requestrng it fts ft moat Bingiilar favour, that you would 

them with the aoverily of a diioeming critio— without 
[or rathor, in mercy » <}xpoiing what you deem improper 

Dotiious,— ofl no doubt, in ipite of my atudied partieulAr 
hiibera of inch hare eacaped rae. Wrong spelling, or a 
j two neglected, I hopo yon will rectify* Such oversighti 
(fttrangors to the moat careful. Aj to the penmanship m 
hoy appear, say nothing about it. If yon can rend it| 

I want ; if not, I will join with yon in calling it truly 

What of that I G«niuB often ^ppean in rags, beauty 

. ; and why may not you diRTogard the garb when the 

Lofl alM i no better to give them f but I know yon wilL 

loTe I may have aa many pieoci aa finiah the book, with 

lemoa only in view yet ; and shonld you approve of it, I 

DO curse the world with another poetical volume ; but 
I hence \ 

this some time fondly expected a letter from you ; but 

^n dUappointod. InrolTed amid the ceaseleM munmir 

ol, and your mind employed in hearing petitions, diatri- 

leondng and juatioe, stilling external oommotions^ and 

|g a venerable awe over your tnmultuous lubjecti, ia a 

erior to thouaonda, and adequate to gi««t part*. N<» 

then, amid jmir political operation*, yon f^^get th* 
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Fadlar (tmofmd to a distaat eonntiy),— defpioaUa m the TaniiiM 
1m deda in. Howtrery don't imagino I reflect on yon. Yonknow 
SM too wen for to think thai ; and I hope yon will exenae the 
Ireodom I haro taken, impnting it to that pxindple <d impudence 
thai Cffoqr packman ia eaientiaUjr Tested with. If after pemaing 
the miaoellany, th^ merit your praise, how will I aznlt 1 bat aa 
I am prepared for the wont, I shall be bdd enongh to read my 
lite in the following fable, which, aa I haTa a little leiaora at 
pnant, I relate for the sake of tha atriking likanaaa of tho 
principia character to it of a certain pedantic ganina wall known 

A Monkey who, in leisure hours, 
Was wondroos fond of herbs and flowera 
(For onoo he wore a fipircloner's chain, 
Bat 'soaped safe to his woods again), 
Chose out a spot to show his parts. 
Scratches the soil,— the (lower inserts | 

There stuck the roue, 

There pbccd the nink, 
With rarious blooms iillod every chink. 

Around him stole the mimie crew, 
AfflUMxl at the appcArance new { 

The sbnilM surveyed, 

The no<ldinff flow on i 
And, struck with wonder at his powers, 
Pronounced him. with applauding gape^ 
A most export, ingenious ape,-* 
** Know humans wluit you thus inherit^ 
Unbounded gifts would crown your msrii'' 

Jfe proudly bowe<l, 

Approve<l their taste, 
And for tho town prepares in haste. 

A bee who flew from bloom to bloom 
In Yain, for food, thus flxod bis doom |— 
*< What mighty fool I what soninlcss ass I 
lias laiil tbcNO gaudy nothings thoa f 

Stalks placed in bloom. 

Shrubs fixed for fruit, 
And each without a trunk or root 
Fod that I waa to ramble here^ 
1 merit just the whole hiYos' sneer ; 
I'Vir they who patronise a fooL 
An meaaeat mankind'a meaaeat tooL" 



H« tpokii — %hM bnniiiig Doonlide ramv,^ 
Tti^ vHbiriBf ihrn&kf ftod took lu* hm^ 

i h^ my hA^ ** m hntk mj rsed, tod atr«r whittk 

^ went you her© a printed pi ceo of & fnoiid\ witli ft motto 
^Ue piigo from tho p^n of the illofttrioiu Al«x, which I h^d 
aible r&ptiiro of WKiing iniho Aei« / / 

I Sir, — I hop* jou will^ in » ihort timer WMiut • few line* 

Thomu WothenpooEi, or by the direction jon hiT«p 
[|''i *^ know wh«i ft dftj mfty bring forth, *^ — tome nn^ 
lo miifortnnei begidning to blftcken otbt my head, and 
] melnncholy mioughi yet for ftll tliftt^ U g]MdM in« to b« 
niblo ftorrfttiti 

AXEX^DEE WILSON. 

Bunati^ April d, 1760, 

II haro no othor copy of the Euayt Aive tho one I eeni 
ting eommittod them to tho (lamei. 8ome of the pieoae 
Btiuhod for wftnt ef timo, not for e wftiil of mftt^riftli. 



LETTER V. 



Lin h ' WMTPf ' ™ij*n«TorUifile«, tha Mitw » wmfoHer-A Ttckmu* 
I i^reotoa-roomi need coitmUou^' LnhwLatuivli* vut K'DawilL 

To iht ***nm^ 
limnn, Not. lOlhi 1780. 

Bin, 
I Among the many md diimftl ingredicntft thfti embitt«r the 
Ifo, none *ff<fct the feelingi or diitw«i the •pint, im deeply 
UdeR<«< ghfl ii the daughter of disappointed hope, and the 
[of irlaomy detpair, the fouiw of erory miaafy, and tli« 
' ^ eternal mill* Happy, thriee happy the mae, whoat 



^ysMBj. Bmt, ahBl wkii kent Im mH snk IimbiIIi 
rfrovM! To V9 Milrlmi £roi tlw jwmwamg jaw ol 
tkownciol kopetotktddi^tfBlficlteolbliH 
iMiMin^y— to kw tlw fnrliMfiwg ptcipcct brfof w^ or vilkin 
ovr gCMp^ ibA m tiMW thftwinig t in ii— iim !■ to btcnieQf ib- 
Mdtod, and ■■■iri tivJDj pnc^pitatod dowa Um uifiilliomabla 
i;«l^ iivliai voold Vringa m^ firooi Iks Most imenaiblo and 
I wrelA ia tha aai fot w , Hov sack more tkoa mail il 
I tkal iadmdaal 1^0 toMibloo at tha leart ptoqwci ol dia- 
otdir or ■kg u rtaa a, la aivyaga tka poei kit been aOowedto 
ka poMeved ol fiaer fadinci, aad qai^er eemnftioiis tkaa tkalralk 
ofmaakiBd. To kim joj is nqfytare, and eorrow de^air ; Ike least 
beeat <d kopa krii^ilens, and tha sligkteet sksdes koRify kis to- 
maltooas seal f ImsgmatioD points oat tbe appfoadung stofm, 
and satadpates tkst wretchedness whidi it thinks is impossible to 
be sToided. If sadi their stste, may Hearen goard me £rom 
the wietdied tribe. Bat what do I say i I hare been harried on 
bj tka irresistible tide of indinatioo until now, and at this 
moment I find myself enrolled among those Tery wretdies, and a 
sham oi these express torments at whidi I start. Oh, my friend ! 
why did yon awake that spark of genins, which hss now OTorspread 
mysonlf Tonr smile called it to ezirtenoe, and yonr approbation 
inspired its gathering flame. How greedily did I deroor the 
tempting bait. Ereiy look of applause lifted me a stage, till I 
gained the kighest pinnacle of Hope and Expectation ; and how 
dreadful my fall I Happy would I hare beoui had I scorned the 
offered incense of praise, and been deaf, resolutely deaf, to the 
bewitching accents ; then had I still been buried in the dark 
odbweb recesses of some solitary hut, launching the murmuring 
■huttle, or guiding the slender thread ; all my care a trifle to 
aatiafy my landlady, and all my joy John's* grim-like smile ; and 
my highest hope, a good web. Transporting thought, ' delightful 
period.' These jrere the times of j^y and plenty, the reign of 
im iiila m ipt ed ooktent Were tk^ f Ha I wkera is my mistaken 
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Inning I " Tho ttign of content^ the limeB of plenty/* 
|ce deniei the lying abortion, and oxporiouoe nhakm her 
head. She e&yi no iucli timoi were thoy. Toil w^a 
lomotice. Want hovered OTer thy Iwin, and pOTorty 
f ith thee aa thy ihadow. True, my fiuthfol gnid©,— troa 
«uiibtton. I oirn I gTovolled in obtounty^ no hopot to 
noT muie to floothe tny itroggUng broMt, till you, mj 
bndf aaw the gtimmoring ipark, blew it to a flame, and 
Ihe buried muio from obliTion. How often haa ahe toothed 
[itod mind, and enabled me to breathe forth my melan^ 
nta, diasolTod me to joy ^ or a^ellod mo to rapt are ; and 
bame yoa for this t No, my dear ilTf your nam« inspirea 
ke, and her beat Borvicea ahall be at jour feet. 

left Paialey, I hare met with some encouragemont, but 

lyou, air, that my occupation ia greatly againat my ancooai 

]Ling iub»cribera, A I^ttchnan ta a character which nona 

nd almoit every one doBpiaoB, The itloa which people of 

entertain of them i», that they aro mean-apiritod* 

Lift Uan, cunning and illiiorate, watching evary oppor- 

nd usmg eveiy low and moim art within their power to 

|\Then any one apphee to a gen tool pcraon, pretending to 

bt, ha IB treated with ridicule and contempt ; and even 

ho ahould produce a epeoimen, it Ib either thrown back 

|ithout being thought worthy of peruaal, or elso road with 

I Bnd alBo that a poet's fame la hiB wealth. Of thii 

Jaollera to whom I applied with propoaal* hate oomplainod, 

^ it waa a pity I waa not bettor known." I think there^ 

I bo my boat Bchcme to ooUect the manuacripta in an 

aannorp and aend them to aome gentleman for oorrectioap 

aw joUp I have gniahed tOToral piecea in Engliah rtrm, 

r a ^>©m entitled **Lochwinnochp" in which I hopo I 

Iwn tho charactisr of Mr. MIJ, ao ai to pleaaa you, and 

|him»olfp yet after aU you cannot oonoetTe tha diffiauUiaa 

r proaent involre, 

DKiJt Stip 

Tour humble Servant, 

ALEXANDER WILSOK. 



^ 
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LETTER YI. 



*r« Mr, Thomaii Ckicbtov. 
.Septomber 20th, 1700: 
Tower olAtlMiiUtlij. 

DiAS FsmrDy 

It undooUadly reqnixes » greater degree of fortiinde, 
and a firmer oonatitiitioii for a feeling mind to atmggle with 
adTenitjy tliaa is often their lot Under the prearare of Tirtoons 
niiiortoneay thoneandi pine in eecrei till diaeaae lettlei on their 
frame, and ooneomei the little of life they hare left, while others 
are vnhi^ipy only in the eyee of the world. Blessed with hearts 
unsusceptible of fooling the past, or fearing the f atnre, they only 
endue the present safferings, which hope dissipates with endear- 
ing smiles and ceaseless pronuses. A sensibility nnder misfortnne 
giTes ereiy new distress innomorable stings, bnt when once 
hope takes her residence in the heart, their numbers diminish, 
their terrqrs disappear, and, though nndor real suffering for the 
present, we forgot them in the anticipation of future scenes of 
iq»proaching happiness. 

8adi, my dear sir, are the thoughts that for erer roTolro 
through my breast — such the melancholy reflections of one lost to 
ereiy beam of hope,-^and sudi, amid the most dismal, the most 
complicated horrors of distress ! Driven by porerty and disease to 
the solitudes of retirement, at the same period when the flush of 
youth, the thirst of fame, the expected applause of the world, and 
the charms of ambition, welcomed him to the field. Had I but 
one hope more left of enjoying life and health, methinks I could 
cheerfully suffer the miseries thai now surround me; but, alas, I feel 
my body decay daily, my spirits and strength continually decrease, 
and something within tells me thai dissolution,— dreadful db- 
•olntion,— is not isr distant. No heart oan conceiTe the terrora 
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who tivmble under tlio approHeiuioti of deaths ThU 
i their Iotq of life, and oTeiy pow adToncii df the kiog of 
|Torwhelmfl thom with despftir. Hov hord^ how difScnlti 
py to prepare for otomity ; and yot how drisadfiil to live 
lo unpi^porod. Oh ] that I wore eni^blod to make it my 
] intenfflt m jneU in his faTOor, who ha» the keyi of Hell 

oath. Then all the vanitioe of IHo would frppoar whAt 
|.llj af9, and the shadci of death would brighten tip m 

ath to eTerl&iiing manaioni of f elicit j> 
livr iir, 7011 will no doubt bo itirpriftod to heir mo talk in 
Iner, but are not yoii more Borpriaed that you found mo 
1 stranger to thoae things t Thoj are the linoere efiutiona 
|iil^ &nd I hope that through the Divine aid thej ■hall b« 
delight, whether health ihall agftin f^tiun, or Death 

the <^mniiuioned dart 
lulth ift in a very declining ttate. Tbd iur:gooii belioTM 
Hte to be an indammation of the tnngi^ I intend to itajr 
lo longer in the eountiy, and to hear frem yo^ would b# 
I e to the imfortunato 

ALEXAJ)7DER WILSON* 



lExeuie thia «hift for wimt of p^per^ And direot to m%f 

I Will Lam Ewing , innkeeper, Loohwinnoohi who will gel 

or oonTojed to mej or writo by the bearer, who retanie 



1 n)«lT<>d jonr Jcttof, und urn vjrrtia obnsiTB tt s^OAd o*^9rMth iudv 

fly gloom. E^rj •cDt«Dc4 beiiiMrk* a mini piorocd throtiirh with muij 

bZ all with whftni I hiTO ht><iii. »<«iualntod* I !uitq npTor mot with mo 

^ptlbl* cdl potDful fecLlng iiiidcr the cnJjimLtlAi at lit^i tbiMi ^ou v«. I 

lQwlp«4g« tlut yniir prtnftit EiUmtlaii li tntlj pltikbl^, und I mi umiini 

mm bftTe ot lyrnpathotk <»nd&tonc4. Fovftrtf uid diwoAo^ nnd all iha 

Itlmont* tbnt mnut nHno In k mLnd 90 feoNnf ■« Timit, |iTvini3t ma wltli 

Twjmpllciitod aceno &f humFin wc». H ow diiforfliit 70*^ fltuatluik ttw. 

It IauIj wu, whi:^D Ltl health mid M^h-ratBed bopoa, joa MkUclntod 

[a of fame on the udbflrtnff of Tflur Uto pubUcnti^TD tnia th» trorld I m/w 

Ep»0t4tt(Tiu, and haw h*ir4 thaj been dlaAppolDtod h fi^t vlul tiio«fl| y 



1 



jofalMd dtvattoB Imv« BMMla yon bqpfivt Tbt nPMieMt of 
awiw, Jfii; BeMoa tad ReUfflon loin with railed TolM fa UmM M. ^ 

••Ite low tti^VdldTwho ImiU benooth t^ 
lAnJiIwudiHwal food Um dooaiption joo nTo me ol j 



m I fwd Om deMfption joo fftTo me ol yoor pvoMai oIrIo- 

yoaaio "look to ovinr beia ol Iwpo, and rank amid Om mool diamol, Om 

ronoidiotraM.* fiony iadood wooM I bo to Inenoao the t 



..jqitteokodbocronoidiotraM.* Sony iadood would I bo to Inenoao the tide of 
Bimythel now ovorwholiao yoo. bj any fbrther Tofloetioiia on tUe dlMffreeablo 
•oMoet IwooMfathoraettbeiMutof akiadj>liyaielaB,fBpolBttBffoaithoon]y 
aofi^ thai caa heal ymr wounded mind. I^faww thai yon aredfaeaaed. lata 
■MafaToorablo^yflBptomof your Moroaehinf core. Ton aeom to bo aaaalble thai 
la the daya of bodily health and ^ 



, __, . ^ ; yea aegleoted the aioet ImpoitaBi eoo- 

aof otemtty:aadlamha|»yTooboervoth«t,whoathedoadaof adirenity 
dMtKlyhovoHBC evor your head, yon are eoavlaood thai aa iattreak la the 
aroTHurwIiohaththelcoyaof hdlaadof dcath,la the one thii«Medfiil, 
'' ' yooaioaolhfttoaeekcoBeoi at l o a la year p r ia rat afflicttoa Ihaa^ 



fbflBj jaiwluiw of lafldolity, aa naay have doae la toot elionaiataaoeiL My 
lav Maad^wG a mlMnbieaoatera le maa, wbea Mltnleof rellcloal III 
Bl|M|Fneolleel.lathe hNl ooaironatloa I bad with yoa. I eompondhiBitoa 
VMHiwIthoataniddH'tomedtoaadfkavpoathealomy 



LETTER YII. 

-Aa a timTeller la a wood, 'tamed aalde' Ihaa the 



nare-Hopoahallaoteatleo-TbaYolnnieoflTWK-KladaeaiofbliPabUaber, 
'NeflBOB'— Beoldantin Bdlaboigh- A Joomey with Mr. neaaeeeei. 

To (Ae Same. 
HADDnroTov, 2nd Noramber, 1790. 

DxAK FKmrD, 

I have no doabt bnt by this time yon are anxiooi to 
bear what haa become of me ; and as I am at present disengaged, 
and hare ezperienoed mnch of your sympathy, I shall not think 
my time altogether lost to inform yon of my situation— not that I 
can cheerf oUy assore yon that all my miseries are sank in obliTion, 
and all my sorrows Tanished like a yision. No, alas I that happy 
period, that long-looked-for time has not yet arrived, but my 
miseries seem lengthening with life. I look upon myself as a 
tzaTeUer who, fond <f Tariety, has left the beaten track to explore 
the T B c ess e s ol some wood, whose tempting borders had dimwit 
him inm his way. Eager to contemplate the snrroonding scenes, 
and oqptitcted by the gandy flowers thai ererywhere bend beneath 
Us fsfl» he waiiden on, loigetlal d his joomey, hunts throng 
•w thiokel^ nahei thfoagjk the thidkMiing shade, tiU at 
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Gnda himself iuYolred amid a lArbjiinth of pei^laaing 
harmsiing branibloa. Forward^ ton thouaand dii- 
«eni thetopeket, And backwaxd, faa u miable to trace the 
light approacbeft, tbe tonipeat roafe among the treei, and 
Ideas oaTagea o( tb© forevi howl aromtd tJio dUtroaiad 
\ho now too late seoe hia folljp and refiecta with a tear on 
pp7 timea when he eheerfnUj piinoed bia j<nirnej. 

poetical wood, 1 am >t thi* moment lo«t. There, the 

I and bHars of porerty hanuit, and there u heard the growl 

O that I could roli back the tide of time, and place 

I the BAtne drcumatancoB I wai a few jearm ago* Tb«n all 

I Qf Fame, the inainuations of ambition, the applanii, 

ad admiration of tbo world, wonld in Tain displays their 

la to tempt me to one line of Tene. Bui jon will 

I a J, Wh^ do yoM not adopt this landable deflign, and pal 

Eiediato de»ignT AJaa I airp I fcMu- I cannot, and thi« 

mo to tremble. From repeated experience, Z can 

dIj dedare^ that I have found poetij, howerer pleasing 

for tho present moment, to be productive of name- 

io», and in reality tho aoureo of all my sorrow i. It ha« 

[ much of my f] acting timo that might bare been employed 

^kabty bottisr pnrpoaea in actions and neceasafy deiigna, 

have aectired me the esteem of my fnendi, and con- 

loaure in the reflection. By diverting my mind from tho 

I interests of life, it ha^ plunged me into the deptba of 

jthere aolitaiy to langiiiflh, pained by the bitter refioctioa 

Iny own destroyer. In a woixjl^ it haa aunk me in sickness^ 

In disappointment^ and in all the gloom of doapondence ; 

Itered the comforts of life^ and veiled from my view all 

] of reli^on. And «hall I still attend its dictates ? Shall 

I tbia deluding, this murdering enchsntre««, in mj bosom 1 

ven forbid. The amilei, the promiios of Hope, shall 

kin deoeire me, ainco all these once-expected laurels of 

I honour, and the treasures of wealth, are as distant from 

ever. Let me, therefore, learn to despise them aU ; 

I all their glories but shadows, bubbles, and poisonous 

eorrupi the heart, disordsir tb« judgmant^ and ooo* 
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timallj blail^ and lor erw btaiih thai ineatimahVi and beat of 
tlwringi, jMoee </flMiidL^Bat where am I goingf I aat down to 
gif» joa an aoconni of mj preaent aiioation, hat hare d iitro ea ed 
yon with • melandioly detafl of my paat miaf ortonea. Faidonthe 
di gre a ai ony my dear friend, and oonaider thai it ia to the friend 
alone, thai the harthened heart Tentoxea to poor forth ita aorrowa. 
Yon know the little ancoeaa I vecetred in Paialey made me to 
tremble to think in what manner I ahoold rereal my nnf ortonate 

cticomatanoea to Mr. N b To leare the place withoni making 

any ^cdogy tvt the paat^ or explanation of the method I intended 
to foDow for the fntora, woold, I oonaadered, jnatly expoae me to 
hia diapleaanra and aoapieiony and alao be highly nngratef ul in 
ratom lor all thai kindneaa 1m had all along ahown me. I there- 
tee weni and explained maiteia aa th^ atood, with the deepeai 
legrai for being nnable to giro him any money arinng from the 
few copiea I had aold. Hia goodneaa I ahali nerer forget. He 
freely ezenaod me on aooonnt of the oiroamftancoa in whioh I had 
beenplaeod; bat recommended it to me to be indoatriooa in 
getting the reat diapoaed of, and that from whatcTer place I aont 
for copiea, he woald remit them. Thii waa kind, ozoooding kind, 
bat alaa I where waa I to diapoae of thomi Howoror, nocoaai^ 
nrging, I gare my landlord one gninoa, and an acooant, which I 
hope, by thia time, haa prodacod him another ; and taking loaro 
of all my friends, departed from the ooniinoa of that town whore, 
in the abort apace of aeron montha, I had ezporienood all the 
combined horrora of aiokneaa, pororty, and doapondonoo. In two 
days I arriTcd at Edinbargb, and immediately paid Mr. — ^ a 
Tiait Unwilling to be looked upon aa a burthonsome guest, I 
hired a small room in the other end of the town, and fiTC or six 
timea a-day (by desire) attended this elorated gentleman's Leree. 
To give yon a partieolar aeooont of the distant and strange reoep- 
taon I met with from thia quarter, would be unnecessary. After 
alaying two weeks, Mr. — — all on a audden told me thai ho^ 
meant totakeajaunt through part of Scotland with goods, and 
incited me to aaaiat him. To thia I immediately oonaented, ia 
OTp e et ati ott eleelling my hooka. We hare already been in Dal- 
kaith, Mn—lbtifgh t Pkealoapan% and are come to thia plaoa^ and 



1 1 liAT« itaed «T«i7 icheixio 1 oouH invent^ noDd teem tQ 
f AuUior dr to eticoiii«|^ hia peHormiD^. How long 1 
DUB in ihl» tUU k traeertdn. When at Ititnn wrii« 

ran •hall nol faO m rotntu to h^iir from thm ifiort aafo^ 
poott, pedlAftty «nd in«(ii, wlu), notwiUutoii^ipc^ it w^ 

I vnoen eateeiu, 

Yoor iireGtioiiifttfl Friendj whilo 

ALEXANDER WlUair. ^ 
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Ittmtlon 

iDAYm BttODii. 
la^ &, 1701. 



^oro fon to aoo tlio iltimtion In vhidi 1 un whil# 

Ithii lottor, I ean*t for my lifo say whothor mitih or 

I ould bo tuovt pivdominant in your niuid'; wlkotlior a butvt 

nmon laughter would oonvulio your noriroi, or tiio toar 

ktoal from your clio«l£* All Uio fttoriofl you hftYo road 

Its, tilttorm, unmerciful dunn, knk huiigor, aikd pOQiicnl 

laro ftU iftdly rcftUsod in mo. Tho nogloot of an tmrowftrd* 

hd hoi blutod idl iliofto airy hopoi that onco iuiilod m> 

[glyp and t fiud tho dooroo of my fato running thut— 

po pootiy and all it* diitmcting notiona, doaoond to tlw 

pi Talo of lifo, thero attoiid tho dictatoa of prudonoo, and 

aro€* Th» «ado»od nicritiro I iond you for your unui** 

I ft imftU rvtom for the kladnoii you haTi oftou tliowtd 

Your humble lorrani, 

A. WILWH . 




SM NofMlMr, 1791. 

Dbas&b, 

As a fefw kmra nuNMnte at praeni tie tl 1117 dupotal^ 
I wiOiiii^ dtfToU tlMm to jourwrnoe; and ai anything thai 
relatM to thoM wo estoem nerer fafls to intorMt, I hope, on 
xooeiTal of this, 70a wiU oUigo me in your turn. I loft Paialej 
on Thnndaj's night, ilept in Glasgow, and next morning traTelled 
to Fslkirk, where I was kindly leoeiTod by Pioken, who proeented 
me to his wife, — a decent emfugK woman^ — and pi^raUed on me to 
stay till Monday. I wss agreeably informed that he had engaged 
to go to Csiron (abont a mile distant), there to enjoy a yearly 
sslsiy of £50, for the tronble of teaching the EngUih, Fronoh, and 
Latin Lsngoages, Writing, and Arithmetic. For this purpose, 
they hsTO boilt him a little genteel kitchen, with a parlonr and 
two bedrooms, a doset, greatly enlarged the achoolhoute, and 
promised to do their utmost for him. I have not a doubt but 
Picken may please them ; ho has ao much of the tongue, and such 
a quantity of the pedant in him, that what little abilities he 
poiie i s e s, will appear to the Tulgar ton times greater than what 
th^ really are. It was fortunate this pUoe itarted, as he told 
■M ho was In danger of starring in Falkirk. He was to remore 
Mondaj was eight days. From Falkirk, I went to Oallander— a 
town on the border df the Highlands, about twenty-eight miles 
I was half lesolTed to slay here, and study Arithmetio ; 

I for this end| seal lor the town-eohoohnaster. (I should hare 
«« that th«e is a laige Aoademy here under the 
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intpdotion of Mr. Robertson, the minUtor* and pfttronlMd hj 
Drammond of Perth). Well, h^ came, and I told him my inteii- 
tion« ''Veiy well/' Mys he, '*joa can oome wheneTer it k 
agreeable." I had a little money with me, and I fooliahly beUevad 
it wonld lerve me till I ahonld make oonsidorable profioienqr in 
arithmetia I aooordingly went, purohaeed a ilatei and lei 
serionaly about it Two dayi elapeed,— I penoTered ; but the 
ihirdf I gare it up. I began to ooncider the eofii, whioh would 
■oon haTe coniamed my little all; lo paid my lodginga, and 
decamped. I reached Stirling about 7 at night, and went forward 
to St. Ninians, where I lodged all night. I aet out for Edinlnu|^ 
next morning, where I arrired about twilight. 

There are two teaohen in the achool at OaUander,— one teaehea 
Latin and French, tLd other Engliah, Writing, and Arithmetia 
As for the first, I am not a proper judge of his merits, further 
than that he seemed totally dcToid of all sentiments of humani^ 
in correcting. The latter surprised me rery much, and must un- 
doubtedly be a genius, as he teaches a language he has not yet 
learned to speak (being a Highlander), and writes about as well as 
your humble servant did in our Gordon-Ionian cell. Upon the 
whole, I found them a couple of morose, unsociable Highland 
pedants,— sullen, because they had nothing to say ; and resenred, 
because they were afraid of exposing their mighty ignorance. 
Indeed, it is all one to the minister what sort of men they may be, 
as the longer their pupils are in finishing their learning, the 
longer they are his boarders,— thirteen or fourteen of them at 
least ; and this consideration, without doubt, makes the rererend 
rogue wink at their shallowness. 

At Edinburgh, I passed sereral days without baring [MS. torn 
and mutilated] enough to determine on anything. At length the 
[MS. mutilated] of my last half-crown raised me from my lethaigy, 
and I am now earning more in a sphere which you shall be made 
acquainted with hereafter. The only thing left for mo to toll yon 
is, that on Thursday I went to the Pantheon, resolyed to deliTer 
my sentiments on the night's debate. The hons« was uneommonlf 
crowded. In the oourso of debating, a long and languid pause 
oooumd. I seised the wished-for opportunity; and with a 

u 



— i — cMy phi% <MHrw>d Um endoied qpecd^ and wm oowiMd 

lam, 

DbabSib, 

Toon liiiosnljy 

ALXXAKDSR WILSON. 

P.&— Direei to the mn of Mr. Jamet KeaiMdy, mamilaeiiirer, 
i* fht Hiijh 8^00], OaniKwigaliij Sdinlmigii. 
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te *Jfta'-tlMyikA for a 'IoImi' oI frlMiddilp-gloom Mid wraftdMdBMi ol a 
ntam-'oiiAblttoFfej' thtniin ftwudad, Alt IH. $d.^<Mhn»a»-'Uv. 
BbupTCMlvvd to paBkdl'-'IalMnkiwir,tftarAimit,'wlMltotoUtlM 



To Hit 8amef 

At Mr. CampbeU's Mill, Johnatone : 

Paialejr Jail, 2lBt Maj, 1703. 

DlAESlKy 

When I last wrote jou, nothing but ahsolnto neoessitj 
wooM have prerailed on me to make the reqniaition I then did, 
and 10117 I waa that thai neceaaitj ahonld oyer had cause to 
exift I ainoerely thank yon, sir, for the token of friendship 
which 70a aent me, which I will repay as soon as Providence shall 
open the door for m j release from this new scene of misery, this 
assemblage of wretches and wretchedness ; where the mmbling 
of bolts, the hoarse exclamations of the jailor, the sighs and sallow 
ooontenancea of the prisoners, and the general gloom of the plaoe 
reqoire all the exertion^ of resolution to be oheerfol and resigned 
to the will of fate, particolarly those who hare no prospect or 
eo^eetation of liberi^. Being perfectly nnable to pay the sum 
Awaided against me, whioh ia in Mo £12 19s. 6d«, I yesterday 
favt oath aooordini^, and had the oomforl to be told thai Mr. 
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[ MWt rtitfhtd to pimiih ma ihough It ihoold ooit Mia & IIttI« 
HoweTWj I ibAU IcBOW ftf tor i MiUe sior« ooufinomoil of 
t Of to* UMaiLmA^ to Juf e ft Uzm or Iwo frooi jon wocid 
I ftddilioii«l fftToar to^ 

Yme obliged ittTtiitf 

A* WILSOU . 
LirJAix,21iiMftj, 1703L 



LrrrEE n* 

Xin AbhiIs* md hlintph«w WUItun I>uiioiii^Th4 tUtdp 'SwUt*'--4llA 

Al write to M^ f z^eb uixlfltjp, but tMn bm miirtook^' UO p«iMnn<ii ^^ 

VIT ttolE-^Spofca* C«]«d<mU'Ait IriiH fhlttot 'Dr. B«jimU«' fouod Oft 

ud- 'Uluula' ol In [looborgAj— i^ gnt.t BtArm^-A Miuma snrbQ«i4— 

ifalked to Wilmington -- on ta PhllAdolijhIm— WiiathflT o*tr*m»ly hoU^ 
\ FtoTlilont' higb'pripod— la tiw Woodft-^AiDM lU^bartiaa^JIaiaft -mi^gi 

ihJirkthDTAQdVoUMr. 

To Aw Father and Mother, . 
IlI^lLPHlA, UlOTtD SXATXSj Jtily 25^ 1704. 

£AB Father Aim Motsbb, 

Yoo will lae b^ thU letter tliat I fttn At length in 

kca, M ia alio my nephewj Willkm XNuicftzi— both in good 

L We wiUed in ttio alup " Swift^*' from Belfut Locb^ on 

y the 23d o( Maj, •bout lix in tho moming, ftt which time 1 

1 h»Te wrote yoti ; bul, hoping we would hare & speedy |»m* 

md feeling for the anxiety I fearod yon might bo under in 

*ng we were at »eft» I porpowly omitted writing till otv 

ml in America. I fear that by thia oonduet I hare giyen yoa 

[mihAppineia than I am aware of t i! I have, I hope yon will 

' 9 me, for I intondid otherwiw. We had 3W pamngere^Hi 

I multitude of men, women, and ohUdrea. E«h bertli 

en deoki waa made to hold them tXl, with aeun m foot for 

At fint a%ht I own, ii appeared to me almoat impoadhle 

, bill of them ^oM iorrifi* *»*» <ri looking ^mmdf «iid 



I wliom I tkm^i not mmk tloiiler Uian m jielf , I 
Umn^ I Bug^i have a dumeo at wdlai the rettor loiiie of Uiam. 
I adoed WiSij if hawaa wfllingy and ha aajing he was, we went np 
to BelfMt immediately lor our dothea ; and in two daya after we 
got on hoaid, ehe huML We were Teiy eidk four days, hot aoon 
l ec o rered ; and having a good, iteady, fair breoM for near a fort- 
nig^ had hopea of having an exodlent voyage. On the third 
dqTy end jnat ae we lost si^t of land, we spoke the Caledonia of 
Greenodr, a letter of marine, boond for the Bay of Fnndy ; on 
Monday following, Dr. Reynolds, who was tried and condemned 
Vy the Irish House of Lords, was disooTered to be on board, and 
tr e at e d all the passengers and crew with mm-grog, which we 
diank to the eoofnsion of deqiots, and the prosperity of liberty 
all the worid over. Till the 17th of Jane we had pretty good 
weather, and only boned an old woman and two children* On 
the 18tii, we fell in with an amaiang number of islands of ice ; I 
counted at one time thirty-foor in sight, some of whom that we 
neariy passed were more than twice as high as our main-top gallant 
mast-head, and of great extent ; we continued passing among 
them, with a good breeze, for two days, daring which time we ran 
at least five knots an hoar. On the 20tb we had a storm of wind, 
lain, thander, and lightning, beyond anything I had ever wit- 
nessed. Next day a seaman dropped overboard ; and, thoagh he 
swam wen and made for the ship, yet the sea running high, and 
his dothes gettmg wet he perished within six yards of a hen-coop, 
which he had thrown over to him. On the 11th July we could 
plainly perceive land from the mast-head ; but a terrible gale of 
wind blowing all night from the shore, it was Sunday before we 
had again the satisfaction of seeing it, scarcely perceptible through 
the fog; but a pilot coming on board,, and the sun rising, we 
foond ourselves within the Capes of the Delaware— the shore on 
land having the appearance of being quite flat, and only a complete 
forsst of tiees. About seven at night, having had a good breeze 
tSkdajf we cast anchor at a pUoe called Reedy Island, where one 
of the cabin passengers, and the first man who leapt adioxe in the 
long-boat, was drowned in retoming to the ship. We arrived at 
VcwcMtle the next day abovt mid-day, where we were aU aa 
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norUli could be ; vid berng told UiAi Wilmlngiaii ir» 
Qiles up the riTer^ we «et out on foot tliroagh a fi^t woodj 
h^t looked in ever? reipect like m. new world to us, from 
profusion of fntlt that ereiywhoro overhung our beadij 
y birdi, shrubs, &c,, and came at length to WOmington, 
I on the tide of a hillp about a mile tt^m the Dekware, 
a about ae large as Renfrew, or pcrliaps larger. We oould 
i employment hero in our buainesa, though I aaw two 
] K<>ii^gp w^ti ■oi«<s jennies preparing for establishing some 
l^ry of cotton cloth ; but they proceed with so little 
I believe it may be aome yoan before hi^lf a dexen of 
J be employed* From Wilmington wd proceeded to Phil- 
It wen ty-nine miloa dbtoot, where Tery Utile of the ground 
I i the cmly houses we saw were made of Ur;^ togs of 
I on© over another ; «nd what crops we could tee, oon- 
I Indian com, potatoes, and some excellent oata. We 
J to go into a good many farm-houses on the road, but 
lof that kindnesa and hospitality so often told of them. 
lith three weavera by the way, who li?e very quiet, fljad 
]^h, but had no place for any of us. At length we cam^ 
. of Philadelphia, which lies eomo thing like GlAsgow, 
[iQch flatter piece of ground, extending in breadth along 
) for near three milea^ Here we made a more tigor- 
li than ever for weavers, and found, to ouraatonishment, 
|gh the city eontaiuA between forty and fifty thousj^nd 
; ia not twenty weavers among the whole, and thesd 
aTenieneei for joumoymen, nor soemed to wish for any : 
had ipent eveiy farthing we had, and saw no hopes of^ 
eing done that way, we took the fint offer of employ- 
findf and Iiatc continued lo since, 
[tther hero is so extremely hot, that OYen though writing 
en room, and dressed — according to the custom^n 
thin trowsen and waistcost, and though it is ti«ar 
ght, I am wet with tweai. Judge, then, what it mual 
|i, with all kinds of iradetmen that oome to this oountzy : 
less enoouragement than weaTeia; and tboee of thai 
d do well to considfir fint how they ifcvUA tgrea wttb 
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ikMloff a 

tknik of ikM. 

to ih^yu^mmmJb9t 

to vka Hk m 

lof tWr cvTCBqr.wkiAkalKwt u- 

two doUm; aad boaidii^ in tko flKMt 

, two dollan and »-half ; wUlo ho— » rents are 
nKMt e io tb tUnU y k||^ I was toU jastafdaj, I7 a penon w1m> 
had cone imawdialely from Waduivtan, that that dtydownot 
eontain ahofo two doaen off hooaeiy andif it eomonot fMioron 
than th^ have doM^ it wonH eontain a thooMnd inhahttants thoM 
twmtj jmn. Am wo paved thioQ|^ the woodi on oor waj to 
Philadelphia, I did not obeerre one bird each aethoee in SooUand, 
Imt all mndi richer in oolonr. We eaw a great number of 
a({iiirrela, nakee aboat a yard long, and aome red Inida, aoTeral 
off which I ahot for our cnriocity. 

Let John Findkyion know that I dined with his brother-in-law, 
Jamea Robertson, and spent three hours in the woods with him 
near his own house. I was sorry there were some things I oonld 
not inform him of, hot he will hear from himself soon« He liyes 
In a Tory agreeable place, not far from where I was directed to 
aeek him ; keeps a oow, and has a decent family of children, the 
oldest girl may be about thirteen or more. He is Toiy fond that one 
of ns should come and work with him, as he has three looms and 
only one hand beside himself,— and I belioTC Willy will go there 
next week. I offer my best wishes to Thomas Wotherspoon and 
wife, and would write to him, but the ship sails early to-morrow. 
I hare wrote to both my brothers-in-law, and I hope you will 
write me as soon as posrible, as I am uneasy to hear if you are 
both well, or if you haye lately heard any word from Rob, as it 
Is reported here that Howe and the French fleet haTO had an 
engagement. I am sony I haTO so little room.— I beg onccmore 
jon will writa to me soon, and direct to the care of ICr. William 
Tonng, Bookseller, Chesnnt Street, Philadelphia. And wishing 
yo« bc^' M mnoh happiness as this world can afford, 

I remain, your affectionate Son, 

ALE2UNDSR WILSON. 
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To kiM Faiker, 
Atigoit 22, 1798. 

kf I were to j^dge of mj Mends in Scotknd by their 

^M«« to aU mj leitfln Uieee two ye«n, I miglit p«rlimp« 

k^\, but I will b« moTA getMitma with tli«n, and eondiid* 

Ki^f « ftU wrote me ten or twelfv timaa *-pieoQ, And all 

|iuU \ Ao now we mro on good terau flgain, ftnd I ahall wriii 

i M ronl good wHI to thi^ir unniement aa il 1 lud reoeiTed 

Tliii U tho most unwholesome uid cultry Mteon in ibd 

J w^Kiily world. For two month* the he&t hsaboen intenio, 

r mo mo tor at noon in the thhde %Xwn.f* Abore 90, ■omotimee 

J ftt one time 101, which it three degreoi fcbor© blood-hett. 

|iii(ii)tti^ucQ h&a been thA^t the Yellow FeTer^U^ai Americui 

Itio tiM broke out in Philadclphi* with great mortality, 

liitiahLtante ar« tijing to the oouutrj in all diroctioiu. 

it ill worae tcouT^e a likelj to fall on lu >oon — tliai 

Imumither of aim oat eTery human cTil— War. The Frendi 

■ly, Ijy their diahonourablo conduct towmrda na, hav^ 

1 litftt the oateom and good wUheA of the Amencani, and 

ly thoir tlirontcningBp r^^ed snch a ipirit of union and 

onler among «11 our citizenB, and iuch a contempt for 

Jtitieh nikrip that nothing but their return to the pnncipl«a 

|)i« and true liberty, and reatoration of our plundered pro* 

will ever do away. Shipa of war are building in erery 

and efary merchant tcsmI in armed. We can raiAe ia 

l|i an army of two hundred thouaand foot and oiTalrf, 

intamal reaouroei of proTiaton«, arma, and ammnnitioti 

lihauitible. Y«i I linovrely deplore the o(»mng calamity. 



Gainm or UMen, the effacto of war ars minoiit. It eomipii tHe 
■MXils of yoathy aad diawminatw oyery speoiM of Tioe oror the 
coantrietwhnraTvritgoM. Bat indeed it is noedleM to tpond the 
little time we haye in thinking on the bedneae of the timea, for I 
am pemiaded while the world remaina there will be tjraata and 
freemen, reform e ra and rerolntaoniBta, peace and war, till the end 
of time ; and he ia only the wise and happy man who, in following 
a peaeefol employment through priyate life, intermeddlea with 
politica aa little aa poaaible. Proyiaiona hayo fallen greatly here 
within theae twdye montha, ao haye the wagea of liUxrar. Oar 
cropa of wheat almoet nniyersally failed, owing to the Heatian 
ijp and in many plaoea the back-wheat and doyer haye been 
atripped and eat ap I7 the gnaihoppera ; a ciroamatance neyer 
nmembered to haye happened, and looked on I7 the coontry 
people aa an omen of some great calamity. I hope, howeyer, that 
the greatest will be in the lose of grain. I walked throagh a field 
last eyening, where at eyery step they rose in thousands. 

The family where I have boarded in nearly these three years, 
and two-thirds of the inhabitants, are Germans ; a hardy, aober, 
indostrioos, and pennrions race of people, loyers of money, and 
haters of Irishmen— the yery aoond of an Irishman's yoioe will 
make a Datohman draw down his eyebrows, gather op his pockets, 
and ahrink into himself like a tortoise. Their religion is a 
ndxtore of Presbyterianism, Uniyersaliim, and Catholic; yery 
ignorant of books, and yery snpersUUoas; firm belieyers in 
astrology aad necromancy. Many of them will neither kill a 
steer, let blood, cat hair, or draw a tooth, bot in a particular 
time of the moon. All their cures are performed by charms and 
spells, and the greatest confidence is placed on the most ridiculous 
forms, words, and gibberish. I thought that the Highlands of 
Scotiand might challenge any place on earth for witches, ghosts, 
aad supernatural agency, but those of our neighbourhood are 
ten times more knowing, more numerous, aad more obliging. 
Before I oould eooyene with them in their own language, or read ' 
their booka, I oould not haye belieyed them or any people ao 
credulona, but I haye read in some of their books such stuiTaa 
wo«ld aake the giayeal philosopher on earth kufl^ al their 
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[llowoTar, thoj are aober wid Tory punctiial in tboir 

, and hmra of l&t4) beg^in to bo very caroful in odiic&ting 

Idren in the Bnglish Ungntgo, And I Ii&to alwAp 

]&d much kindncu and eiioom from thetn. 

I be li&ppjt dciLT porenta, to he*r from yon, iind how 

' And 0istot« &re, I hope Di^vid will bo & good lod^ And 

kther'« mlrieo in eToiy difficulty. If ho duof^ I cftn tell 

111 never ropont it If he do€« not, he mAy regret it 

|th tears. Thifl is tho advice of a brother with whom 

yot had time to bo much acqnaintedi but who torot 

ciy. I tlionld wiih also that ho woidd endoavonr to 

jimBcIf in Bome useful parts of learning^ to read booki of 

I and tostep without which a man in any country ii hut 

i ; but beyond every thing el«e, lot him indulge the 

atitude to God, and affoctionat© reipoct for hi* parents. 

it my duty, David^ to recommend these amiabU 

pou, because I am your brother^ And very probably rnhj 

In the experience I have hftd among mankind, I 

that such conduct will secure you manj friends^ 

^ you under your tnisfortunei; for if you liTe you must 

I them — they are tho lot of life. 

. Isabel were both well four dayi ago ; he is mowing, 

\ gone to the countiy with Mr. Dobson'i family, tiD 

hs bo over. 

Ibaorrod that William Duncan haa a strong desire to 
aenca^ and I douY wonder at it, while so many of his 
here. Were I persnudod that my sister and him 
(idle their minds to be for orer romored from their 
ntiy, placed in a country where the langaago, customs* 
|ymcDt were totally diJferent, whero a labourer who 
' a broiling sun will perspire at the rate of two pints 
[ have seen Billy mytcU, while A^mowing» take off hii 
ring it every two hours, I say where the languagef tha 
I every thing that they had been so long accustomed 
ght, would be laughed at. And they themselves looked 
nown, and perhaps susp^ted s^angers.-^If they ean 
emjielveB to these things, the gr«at expense, and tha 



vnenUiniy off the dimate agreeing with their ooniUiaiioiia (for it 
hBM been, I leer, fatal to mine), I ahali not adviee them againat it 
I hope that th^ win not look upon thia at unkind in me. ¥niat- 
•rer othen may think, I hare apoken my opinion moat openlj, 
and b^ th^ will think on it. There ia no employment that 
would anit him here lo well aa weaTing, and haring a oow for hia 
family, or land anffident to raiie hia hraad, thirty or forty milea 
from Philadelphia; and if he and my aiater are resoWed to attempt 
a, I doaht not hat with health the boya and him might do Teiy 
mSL He^ aa wdl ai my aiater, will find two great a«iatanta in 
their aon and daughter, and nothing will be more rejoioing to me 
than to lee them onoe more, and to giTO them all the aaiiatanoe in 



Dear parenta, I reqaeit onoe more that yon will write unto me 
by the earliest opportonity, that yon will tell my old oomrade, 
Thomaa Wothenpoon, that I thonld bo moat happy to hear from 
him and Jean ; and remember me to William Duncan and John 
Bell, and to Mall and Joan,— to William M'QaTin and John 
Wright, my old bod-follow, (I hoar ho has got a bettor one now)— 
to John M'Arthur, to whom I have froqnontly wroto, without one 
line in return since Sept., '00,— to William Qroonloot and KHy,— 
Boet heartily to John Black and Jamoe Fracor ; Jamos miudi mo 
of one of the priceta— ho is continually preaching up the glories of 
this new world to his neighbours, and sending them a-packing like 
ao many pilgrims, but you'll norer catch James on that Journey 
himself. When did yon hear from Robert Urie and BoU 1 I hare 
heard nothing of either of the two since the action of the 1st 
June, "OG. James Bobb is well Mr. Orr, of King's Street, 
writing-master, is wolL I noTcr could get the least intimation oi 
the gentleman Mr. M'Garin enquirea for. I haye not heard from * 
Jamea or William Mitchell these ten months. James Robertson 
and family are all well 

I refer you for our political intelligence to your own newspapers. 
I am sorry to see sudh anarchy and bloodshed in Ireland. From 
Beotland I hear nothing. I haTO not seen it mentioned in the 
pqp«i aiaoe the ailair of Tranent. Brery fresh piece of news 
torn Inglaad ia published here the moment it arriTeSi and fliea 
Ami town to town with the npidity of lightning ; wo haro i 
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|vt here in &Te w««lu, &nd often ba lix from Efigluid, but 
dcnco wiihFiunoo it «uftpond©d. Our frigiitoiimd aloopt 
I frt preAent out crufaing in voarch of Frouch priyftioeiii, 
re nol heard of M17 prixot thoy haro modo ex'^ept one. 
t John Adfttnif ia tery popular mi ptOMnt Wftihing^ 
epted the oommtMion ol oominiijvder^m-«hiof, Atsd thej 
1 With onthatUem m equftl to ftay Army of IDOjOOQ 1 
I ilwaja b«oo tho wikj of tho poopk in ftll oonniriott wnd 
rhom ibey h*TO idoliEodi angoI« or doril»~tho MTiooim 
ountrymon or ftrch4raiton. Who would p^mk oho auxI* 
ght iot tho po«ac«*ion of iuch precarioui popuWily \ I 
that Wiuhington U ono jot happier than 1 am, or 
poor man may bo if ho ploarot. 

DOW bid you farewell, aa my paper ii ■Inoat donML 
|?idonoe fiontinuo to bleu you with health, peaeit ifid 
i whtn tho trfigto^^mlQ loouo of life b orWf m»j ill 
[ions of bliM and immortality. 
I atn^ till doath, 

Yoiir trtily lUroollonato ton» 

ALEXANDER WILSON.* 



^cnhow ; Jahti DvU, William Dunntti, Hiid John Wrij|1>tw Kit brtpiherB-bt' 
^ttoT twt>» wtth th-jlf iflTDUlca, wnnt to Amftpiak ThoniM WDtJHMpDoa. 

|icb«ll, And CJuu-Ih Ott, wrlUnf mutair, Vfni MeadA, ucid to **^ «| 
] ftddmwKl EpiJitlcM (M» F»m>), H'0«t1d, tha kuUmt of (h* "fi^ 
t Uknrk* aa tattnut* M»b4 el tlM |ie*i-«. 



UntEBM, 



^LETTER XIIL 

I mmtiff^- 9MM md ■m"-|i«»m with Fnaiat pa—lt i h f iwiw rt ty of tht 
UnlUd lIUlM-Hi ffUMHl tninm and dMllnf-OrMil Dritalii mmI OrMO* mmI 
IImm I« b« dii y l m^ a ha w immicw. rbaU«Hp»i Y«lh>w f«tw te 
rykuMphto^aniMnuMt ol tht rlljr-rHttmliMr iMtdih-DimeMi-te- 
tiBdtd poivliMt of kHB4 te State of How Torii-dooerip M o w t rtfaft M iMnn - 



To kh Faiheff 
Nofwuberi 1700. 

I hATO In my former leiion gjiren 90 many partienlan ro« 
qwoiing this ooankiy thiii I think anything moro on the anbioot 
would be anporflnooa. '' Oomo and aoo " ia now my motto. 

It ia probable thai peace may atill be preaerred here yet. The 
French Dixectory hare made profeaaiona to that pnrpoae to na, and 
it ia neither the inteieat nor inclination of Americana to declare 
offenaiTe war againat any nation. There ii nniyeraal peace along 
our whole frontiera with the Indian tribea, and the Cherokeea 
haTO lately, for certain oonaiderationa, ceded to the United Statea 
upwazda of 800,000 acrea of land. Thii coontry, notwithstanding 
the raTagea of the French and yellow feyer, ii rapidly adyancing 
in power, popolation, and proaperity. Onrboondaryii continually 
atending towarda the Weat, and may yet, after aome agea, 
indnde thoee yaat unexplored regiona that lie between ua and the 
Weetem Ocean. Men of all nationa, and all peranaaiona and pro- 
feaaiona find here an aaylum from the narrow-hearted iUiberal 
peneoutiona of their own Goremmenta, and bring with them 

[worn out] reapectiye countriea. So that 

it ia not impoaaible that when Great Britain and the former en- 
lightened countriea of Greece [and Rome] will haye degenerated 
into [their] anaeni barbariam and ignorancci thia will be the 



«Tbo origteolof Udi Wtter to te my owB ptMMMloB. II to modi worn tad 
tettena,iOt>ilylooMafotoo?ttaMykllqnflltodte, andoMtete imcda oonjoota- 
idlirflvw. Ai«ia«f«tekiwpooteetlpltocniftd9?irto«telopof «teinl 




k pkm» of ktti IB acme IwftHi^ 

f^, Wiilkn Kt ont oa foot la 

ftkiikn. HotaTCikdJtiA 

1/ m wmk. 

And Um uiofttiaa 

rutiJAi'kikbb^ both <4 4Mi^ 

iliia numbcn. The b«it d ^m hmi <a^ be 

lUm an «crep [vom ouij . . , . «4Tm&ii^o . ^ , « 

tt) * tttw jean be flouruhizig KttkiMvU. W^ Imva^ 

ouiDtt to the deUirmiaMJiioia of pqrciun^ 150 ac^ii cm 
n of Henieft I^ke^ vad reraorring U»fe« m Um Spnag ; 
« firw jMTi, it healUi itill odotiiratf irt i^all m»ke tlk9 
e [iIam to fleldi of pttatime »nd plaatj^ and tea our liUltf 
ftofiag and multipljing an>imd tia, far from the tioiao 
iti d Iht world. Cao U)«f<e b« a m»% tB^epaodadl UE^ 
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Iboilliitt Sfwy iiidiTidoal tliAi has goM ilMn has p roapwd 
•ai BOlUiig k waatiiig on our put to do lo HkowiM, tmt pont- 
^wiBoe. Had J<^iii BoU not been irrMolate, ho ml^t htm 
Qoinad] «» and oren Tot H if not too Uto ; Imt if ho k itiU donU- 
ftd or afraid I ahaQ ad?iaa him no mora. 



tliETTER XIV. 
Oidmfor*«alil««nmM'-«'diia'fliilriMd-«ltttorftfon 'atplMw.' 

lb Mr. OHAELia 0mm. 

April, 1799. 

DiAm Bn, 

Will yon pleaie to call at Mr. Biggs, mathematical inatm- 
BMnt maker, Ko. 81 Front atreet, and employ him to make me 
m stale of hrata l-6th of an inch thick, exactly corresponding with 
the enclosed pattern. I suppose he may be able to finish it before 
Hr. — — leaTea town, and who will pay yon. I finished the 
other dial completely to my mind, and employed a domsy black- 
smith to make me a stile, who mined the whole marble in driTing 
it in, and I broke it to pieces. If Biggs cannot finish it in time, 
I ahaQ wait nntil yon find an opportunity of sending it, or shall 
bring it out yourself. I had a letter from my nephew, dated Ap. 
S8, at which time he was in excellent health, sweeping awaj and 

[down the woods. lam , 



t LETTER XV. 
A*Hrft'B«MkwlilMd^MaN«niihif7-HiMfdlalwdooiM to pI cMMt Kmm 



ToiK€8am€. 
At Mr. Dobson's Book Store, 
Beeoiid Street between Market and Oheanut Street, 
. lGlestown,May25,'99. 
Sim, '^ 

Considering the short distanee between this and Philadol- 
pUa, the amyprsssiug inntations you haTC receiTed to come -and 



LITTIBS. 
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ud the friendihip And re»pcci I moft ainoerelj deokro I 

lyou, it u mattor of r^grot to m^ th&t jota teem iiiBO»4iblo 

] &11^ nor eTot do me ih& pIoMure of one vint. Hara £ 

cm J Am I unworthy your acqaaintwace 1 At® yoti 

Icontamiiiatmg youraoli with tho ruiticity of my mMkOftti 

jsM \ I hnvo Hred, to bo lur^, fire foKcm in the woods, 

I ft buflinoas the moat apt of t^ny %o rondor poovuh and 

|tho beat dispoaition in tho world, and it were Toin indood 

hnpo that Ihnd escaped without a touch of both the one 

lihor ; but what of that ? Hftro not we iJl our foilinga 

lies ? and ought we not rather to uuile at and foi^giTef 

i too aensible and feeling on thue oocoaiona 1 Como out, 

I and aee me ; you aholl find an open and frank hoapitalitj 

py brother or beat friend would r&ceive. The tight of tho 

iowa, the aingtng of blrda^ the fr&granoo of flowen and 

and the conTersation of myaeli and the rest of our dod- 

I will be on eiEcellont contrast to the hurtling atreeta, the 

1 oyster men, the atinkint; iewora and polite company of 

iK^d, You will rocoire from the bearer the money you 

J me to tho mathomatical instrument makor, wiUi my 

Ir your trouble ; and if you ore dotcimLned never to mit 

1 good disposition J I hope^ will not refuae to let me knoir 

I what I havo done tc doeerre iuch neglect and contempt, 

my correct myself for the futuTO, if 1 hare done amiso. 

^e thU is the fir^t letter I ever wrote to you* Tou tued 

00, — perhnpa I flcomcd sorry to aee you and happy when 

away. If so, miif every aoul that I visit spit m mjr 

dck me from their company* If otherwise (which your 

must testify) may every friend I love rooeive me with 

» pleoauro a« Wilson Hat received and ipould r^oeiro Ozr. 

I am with reapect, 

Sib, 

Tout obedient Serronti 

ALKXAHPEB WILSON* 



7t UTTBB8. 



t LETTER XYI. 

'*- af»--*i m w jln f * of kad— '8. eontteuas 
to iaerMM la tNiIk '■-« alrtOT's dMth my conpoMdlj rsMitod by A broCbn* 
— ** tax other aew« tliAt's eoiloasf ** 

To Mr. Wm. DuircAN.* 
MaMtown, Jiilj 1, 1800. 

Dsim Bill, 

I had the plearare of yonn by the hande of Mr. P. thii 
day ; and about four weeks ago I had another, directed to Mr. 
Dobaon'a eare, both of whieh were aa welcome to me aa any thing, 
bat your own self conld be. I am jntt aa you left me, only my 
•diool haa been thinner thia season than formerly. 

I hare had four letters from home, all of which I hare answered. 
Their news are— Doll trade — ^proTisions most exorbitantly high — 
B..*s sister dead— the Seedhills mill burnt to the groond— and 
I other things of less consequence. 



I donbt mnch if stills conld be got np in time to do any thing 
at the distilling business this winter. Perhaps it might be a safer 
way to take them up, in the spring, by the Susquehanna. But if 
you are determined, and think that we should engage in the busi- 
ness, I shall be able to send them up either way. P. tells me that 
his two stills cost about forty pounds. I want to hear more deci- 
BTely from you before I determine. Sooner than lire in a coantry 
•zposed to the ague, I would remain where I am. 

O. oomea out to stay with me two months, to learn surreying, 
algebra, Ac I hare been employed in scTeral places about this 
■ommer to surrey, and hare acquited myself with credit, and to 
WSJ own satisfsetion. I should not be afraid to engage in any Job 
whh the instruments I hare. 

fi. eontinttea to increase in bulk, money and respectability ; a 
eontinual current of s fa w w psnny Ms pouring in, and but few run- 
■tng out. 

We an Teiy anidoQa to hear how you got up ; and well pleased 
thai yon played the Hone Jock^ so luckily. If yon an fixed in 



umiui. 
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I of dtitilling, yon will write mo, by the irtt opportuaiiji 
tnter noU m^ eo that I jnay juraiigo mAtU^rs iu iimo.^ 

I got the ichoolhouAe onlarged^ bj oontributioni among Ui« 
Irs, In iummer the school Ib^ in re-itityf not mucH ; but 
|, I iliall be abk to teacb with both pleuur^ m\d profit 

* m- * ' • • 

I I told K of hit auter'i de&th, " I axiKcted ■o,'* Mid 
J Miy other news th&t*« omoni T '* So oomplotoly doot 
|nGo blunt tho «tFonge«t feeiingi of aflootioD MM\d £ri«nd- 

' U n«?6r be lo with you md me, if we ehoQld neTer 
Oft my part it lb impouiblep except God to Kii wrath, 
Iprive me of mj preaent ftoul, and animate me with iome 



t LETTBR XVIL 



l^iAUitv of kittfift UF)^^* iKAUomr olid fnigaUtf/ 

Chaelbu Orr, Philomath. 
Hf Monday noon^ Juty 21, XeO0> 



ndvaatafii I 



all and I have often eon ren^d to^other on the nie and 
If epUtolaiy correspondence, which ia, in fact, nothing 

artiiiciftl conrerration; with thia advantage, that wo htq 
^&r of boing interrupted by the ponon we are in oonvor- 

)j and are alwayi certain to be liatenod to ; whereaa in 
Lvcrsation it of ton hapirana thnt| through impatience to 
lio tha idoai that atrike us while our friend la apeaking, 
Imething advanced by him that we think abaufd, w« oan 
jiT him out, and »o the diepute b«comea a mere battle of 
inatoad of producing pteaaure or oonriction to either 
Iota ill-will and bigoted obatinAcy of opinion. Now, Hr. 
\\x and 1 are both loren of trath^-aa wo are lubjeot lo 



i towuiM^ of Orldp C«pi|a Coxmlj^ Sww YttK^-4. 
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th« fHUngi of Iramui naiore m well m othefB, and m we are both 
capable of ghring and reoeiTing informatkm and adTice io eadi 
other— whj maj we iu»t aTail onrMlTes of the adTantagea thai 
thia method of oommimicatiiig holda oat f I« f or my pari, hare 
wumj thinga to enquire of joa, of which at differeni timea I form 
yvj differeni opiniona, and at other timea oan form no diitinci 
decided opinion ai alL Someiimea they appear dark and impene- 
trable; aometimealthink I aee a Uitte better into them; now I 
aeethem aa plain aa broad daj, and again thej are aa dark to me 
aa Tiii^«*giit, In abort, the moon puta not on more Tariety of 
appearance to the ^ye than man j aabjecta do to my apprahenaion, 
nai yet in themaelTea they *^ remain the aame. 

I haTc alao many thinga of a more intaeating and aeerei nainre 
which I win in confidence entmai io your eiaminaiion, thai may 
at leaai afford yon matter of diTcraion io Umgh ai, and an oppor- 
tunity of laughing me oni of them likewiie. 

I haTC nothing more ai heart ai preieni than the propriety of 
puaoing a fdan of economy, and of obaerring tiie stricteai 
fragality for the fotnre in aU my pioceedinga. Tell me if yon 
think my reeolotiona landablcy and what adTantagea I may ezpeci 
to lei^ from a rigid adherence io them. Too ace I hare only 
acrawled thia haaty preparatory billet Bo yon the aame. It k 
the mattWj nol the manner, I care for. 
I am, with aincerity, 

Toon aflbctJonai el y, 

ALKXAITDEB WILSON. 
Mcaday uoam, Jv|y 81, 1800. 



\ 



ItBWiJt, 
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tLETTER XYllL 

Ii It sotcrimiBAir 



p the Sttm£, 

Iwn, July 23, laoa 

[a Silt, 

We don't tJiw&yt f«ol in ik mood for ooDTerution. Jtut 

in writing, Bometimot the iprightly ide«a flow out 

[bly. At other timea we ait »cr&tchiiig ovtr itut>ified 

for iome dull idei^ which ii dragged out like ft ihlet td 

llowa. Thii ifl the eitu&tion ftt thti time with my pen- 

You will thereforo foi^re me if I trouble you no 

th&n just to acknowledge the receipt of youn of the 2Utp 

Utilate yoUp ur, on the specimen of o pistol Ary correApon- 

ith which you honoured me on Monday. The •entimenti 

., well expresaod, end perfectly correspond with my own, 

tt, you know, is e pretty handsome compliment from one 

who thinks eo much of my own aelf^ ray own performencei, 

own opinions, 

piibled you yesterdo-y with the subject of Frugality— th*t 

f Tueftday the 22nd hai perhaps boon loJit^I ahall now 

ir opinion on a still more interesting subjootp &nd iluU 

late the riroumstancos th&t impressed tbii tubjeol eo 

on my mind. 
H rvbout the mi^ldlo of last Miiy, one morning in taking my 
funds, I wfts delighted with the luxuriance of nature that 
here smiled around me. The treee were coTored with 
L, enclosing the infant fruit that was, at some future day, 
^liatence to ethers. The birds, in pain, were buiily eng«g«d 
ig their nesti to accommodate their little offspring. The eoll 
by the side of iU dam ; the bleating of lambs was heard 
ery fftrm ; And insects, in thousand*, were preparing to 
hoir multitudes into being. In short, all tiaturo, eFei^ 
round me, seemed cheerfully engaged in fulfilling 
X command, '* Multiply ind replenish the earth," ez- 
Jitood Uke * tl«ik "»*i4P inteweting mxam. 



Imyielf. 



n 



Ifln a sole of diteord in this oniTenMl hamioiqr of lore and self- 
propagalaon ; ereiyihuig I taw teeinad io rapioaeli me aa an nn- 
aoeial wratdi Mparatad from the great diain of nature, and Kfing 
only for myeelt No endearing female regarded me aa her other 
aelf , no infant called me ite father, I wae like a dead tree in the 
midat of a green forest, or like a blasted ear amidst the yellow 
hanrest Fall of these mortifying reflections, I wsndered home- 
wards, and entered my lodging ; there my landlord and his ami- 
able spoose were playing with their chUdren and smiling on each 
other with looks of mntaal affection and parental pride. " 
despicable wretdi,'' said I to myself, * what is all thy learning, 
books, or boasted acquisitions, to a companion like that, or inno- 
oents like these whom thou could*st call thine own t By all that's 
good,** cry'd I, "I shall share those pleasures though ten 
thousand unseen distrossos lurk among them.'* 

To yon, Mr. Qrr, who know me so well, it is nnnocossary to 
add that those resolutions were soon forgot in study and aban- 
doned for some algebraic solution or mathematical pursuit But 
I hare to ask you, ii it not criminal to persist in a state of 
celibacy ? And how comes it, that those whom science allures in 
her train, and whose hearts are most susceptible of the finer 
feelings of the soul, are so forgetful of this first and most exquisite 
of aU human enjoyments, the enjoyment of a Tirtuous wife and 
little innocents in whom tiiey can trace their own features blended 
together! 

I beg pardon for detaining you so long. I haTe been uninten- 
tionally led away into a train of speculation which I only intended 
to hint at, and which all I can say in their farour is that they art 
abedately tineert. 

Excuse all blundarsy and beliere mo to be with great regard, 
yovfs mno&nijf 

ALSXAKDEB WILSON. 
Wedneadaj, Joly 83, 1800. 



^ 
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tLBTTER XDL 



To ifte £Sirme. 
Professor of Astronomy, Mathematics, Algebra, Qeographj, 
History, Poetiy, Oritidsm, Aa, Ac., and Praotieal 
Astronomy. 
On the Sohool Qreen, Milesiown, Angost 0, 1800. 

DbabBiii, 

Time has always been aooonnted among wise men Um 
most prooious gift of Ood to man; and has been, genenDjr 
speaking, reooiyed and nsed as the most worthless and despioable. 
ungrateful return for such inTalnable bounty ! But lei na, my 
friond, profit by our past prodigality and husband well this 
prooious commodity ; who knows how soon it may be taken from 
us! 

I hftTo boon led to tlioso reflections by a retrospect of thb day. 
Roao half an hour before day. Sauntered abroad, surTcying the 
appearance of the fields, and contemplating the progressira 
advances of iiiorning, the appearance of the moon, Ao., without 
suggesting or having suggested one sentiment of gratefttl adora- 
tion to the great Architect of the UniTcrse, without learning one 
truth tlrnt I was before ignorant of. Wrought one solitary 
problem before breakfast, composed eight lines of rhyme at noon, 
and am now writing those observations near evening. Thna 
fourteen hours have passed almost unimproTed away, and thna . 
haTe thousands of precious hours so perished I Not one prayer 
said, not one thought of matrimony entered my mind. An old 
bachebr, reiging to the gloomy regions of eelibaqy and old ago, 
and clusters of dimplensheeked, soft-eyed females in every log 
hut around, and sighing for a husband. shame I By the Im- 
mortal gods, time and yonth and opportunities were not given to 
be so thrown away. We must improve time. We must mako 
advances in some one or all of these important duties, which, Mr. 
8t«me says, devoid of, a homan being is nndeaerving Hm aaaio 



TWiHiowfite « book, plant a Iveo, bfl^el a child (I 
bloksfonklflMRyawifefiiiiXImild * Immmo, and loam 
^emydigr thai ho did not beforo know. Without thia 
doaoy fli a tn o won^ allow na to liydaim oven to thonamoolJlii. 
BntiHii]oIamthaarepcobatiBgthowa8tooftime,Iamgiiiltyol 
ndoQbiocriBothiinioaMnt,ink)aingni7ownttmotowiHO|Whai (( 

f«hapa jon win oonaidflr alto loot tamo in loading. 
Xboon hhnidwa.— I am, my doar friond, tooib nnoHPeljr, 

ALBZANDEB WIUON. 
IGlflolowB Mboaatay. Avgnat 6^ 1800. 



tLETTKR XX. 

I «r tbt 8diool*-iB ffl bMltli-« ooea mora tbt domiiiSo.' 

To ike Same. 
Care of Mr. Dobaon, BookBoUer, 
Boeond Street between Market and Chesnut Stnet, Philadelphia : 
Mileatown, Sept 16^ 1800. 

DbaeSie, 

The day on which the Tmatees were to meet arriTod, 
bot I laid not a word to either of them, partly throogh shame and 
partly throng^ pride. About five in the OToning they aasembled, 
aooompanied by a candidate for the achool ; a very genteel young 
man. They apoke of me looking much better than I did a few 
daya before. I talked with the candidate about the average 
income of the ichoolf which he had been told was at least fifty 
adiolaiB a quarter. I told him what it had nearly averaged me, 
whidi nover amounted to forty, one quarter with another. His 
own adiool oontained at present forty-five, with a good dwelling- 
kooso. The Trosteea said that I looked so well that, perhapa 
with a few days' mora relaxation, I might be able to b^gin again 
mysoll I told them that I had twice given ap the school from 
the aamo reaaon, want of health, and if they oould suit thomselvea 
with a person with a oonatitotion better fitted to enoonnter the 
hard dntioaof a aohool,Iwaa aatiafied, bot I waa aony still to 
psiwithlbMB. I waa attached to thachikban and to the pecyla, 
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ould wltow me ono wmk mon to r«mbl« about^ I 
re engage, though I shonld 6I9 in th«ur lernM. 
immediatoly Jioooded to, Aad I mm odoa oiOTt tJio 
ttoirn ■obool 

I ^m moftt *inoerel]r ^oaii, 

ALEXAKBEE WII80K. 



f LETTER XXX, 

to the *Sam«, 

Uth Beptember, ISOO. 



|ko the opportumty of Mr, '■ going to town to 

w lines hj traj of rof r«flhing jour memorj^ M I atn 
u hafe forgot tho mutu^ ngroem^nl we mtkde, to 
often M couvqniont. I bavo begun the old wt^j 
jout 30 acholjirt, which number iuaj increaae to 40 
liiftrter U concluded. I attidy none, and ti^ke nij 
evening ramble rtgnlarly. Our debating iooiety 
ain on Saturday firtt. The proposed quoation — ** It 
I of the vine flu object worthy tho altontion uf the 
|acr ? "—will produce I think on agreeable debate* I 

liear from you. Do you spend any of your leisure 
|e piutzHng chapa, ftlgebrm, tiigonometiy, ^., or are 
aorbed in the itudy of mcchanica 1 You muat write 
I think T ihflll take a ride 16 or 20 milea on 
find riding agrees better with me tlian any other 
ilwayi feel cheerful aftor it, and can eat oonfoundedly. 
[le any now diacoveriee in the Heaven aboTO, or tha 
., with your toleaoope or microeoope T I «xp6ot to 
ly in leaa than a week^ aa two pertona h*Te gone np 

-e week* ago. Do not fo*get to write, 
iincere and affbctionate friend, 

ALEX, WILBOH. 
^ September 34, 1800. 



t LBTTKR XXII. 

•OiatloM' rsMNtd-HdauMl 'dtotnetod '— tngt-wmedx of lo^. 

To M« £Etime, Writing Master, 
DodL 8tiMt» FhilAdelphia : Ut May, 1801. 

Mt Dbab Bis, 

I haTe received all the Orationa. I am indeed 
modi obliged to yonr friendaliip, and requeat that yon would 
oome oat this erening and atay with me till 8nnd*y erening. I 
have malten to lay before you that have almoat diatraoted mt. 
Do oome. I ahaQ bo to much obliged. Tonr friendahip and 
eoanael may bo of the vtmoat aonrioe to me. I shall not remain 
h&n bog. It IB imposaible I can. I have now no friend but 
yooiself y and one whose friendahip has inTolred ns both in rain or 
thrsatena to do so. Ton will find me in the sohoolhonse. 

I am, most affectionately yours, 

^ ALEX. WILSON. 
May 1st, 1801. 



t LETTER XXIIL 



GbviUMUyieM peounlMllj » wrttcbod mIiooU — 'dninken' toicheni — proMnt 
Bchool taken from •bnolnto nocMult j— * lost att rollnh for tliia eomitry*— 
BiMt rotuni *lo try old Sootfai onoo mors.* 

To (he Same, 

Care of Mr. Dobson, Dooksollor, PhiladclphiA. 

Bloomfield, near Newark, N. Jersey, July 12th, 1801. 

Mt Dbae Fkibnd, 

If this letter reach you it will inform yuu that 
I keep school at 13s. per quarter, York currency, with 35 
•oholars, and pay 13s. per week for board, and 4s. additional for 
waahing, and 4b. per week for my horse. After I parted with 
^ the Quakers not ooming to any agreement about engaging 
aa^ I left Wrightstown and steered for New York through a 
r ealWy onkmnni to moy tidtod many wretohed hoTals of 




Iwfokm 



Vao £3ww ^« . I e^^ tr ^ tfa« 

: iQil ■omet^mu ttk:iig Im >dioian vttk kiB^ tnlinJj 
npaiACMQ and loat lua Immimml ud CroM kk o«« 

f aoiottnt, And a I*j« fw wtry pwd j 

and «bvid'>DcU to :Iw oua 
sweano^, uid wretched ooaipaajr. 

momiTig la oompvif mtk & 

I Iriihmen of aU desert ptknuiL dcite 

^ i« TOiy iicklj ; uid aU tbi vni to vl 

«Ua?od th^t roor Ubour hem woML b« rvH i 

ttiATi ill DiiUdclpbiv lad mitoi 

|fitf|prrNii tbrtt I VA« .|!i;» d.40>acmc«d. Mr. 

|tod It ilicrroj but vu cbli^vii to tcmov*, and 

i»M wmiih'rm;( thrush :^c i'rw^Ct uuaa«. I itiid odIj 

■uM iti Vr^fkj a«.i -^v::^ ;.v'!s; ^iziiflj run oat ext«|)t 

It II )*rMny hiu, I l^'n. tlij ^nt «c&v^l ffou *b«ijlat# 

L < iK'^i t ririihl 5i, 1 I Ut;; *;.% =iLc» Qonh from K«««rk 

UiM uiihHH fr^Hr) >'c« V r'», :n a uuleuienl of canting, 

J' 'J, I'liiiMji, Mi*l ^liWcl;-^ ;^:i-*r»nt Preibytcrimni, Tiicj 

i Mk*»H<M(,.| :jr»(i pMn;i.:t « VsM^ it prwadiiMij twice ft Vkvk, 

t<4i*'i lOiliilUn A -Tv^^^c- ur Ui« mu«t ipirit^nkii^ 

I. n .It t, , HM , I iMJiy ft hv : - k 1 * ; ;. Wik« T\««klj'. I hafv tio onni- 

^4 <<* il.ik'ivviii^ m.l ui.Li'.jva. I hattf lost all rvlixli 

ii*,tM , AfiJ, iT Ih.fcVi.n tJK^rt.'i ii:l\ I ihall soud kc tho 

b M I'.iivniKujii. How hj»^7v I •hoidd be to have /ou 

I 4 1^1 i-^roofliii^i)< uiicjt»j t^^ li^MT from yoiL Doar 

«* i4-i iinui^mvuu iXa: DiAf bind jon for dtvf to 

4 * '*! I n\m\l ftmii^« all ntf miTain wiUl Billj u 
• >. i- I fiitt 111 iho iviti4iiuiuc 1 »que«t joQ, mj dear 
'-^•^ . M^f 4ii Hiie lliiiig if ycM vUh m« veil. Qo out tm 

4 4Mi1 irj to got int^lUiaaee bow Mr, 'i 

4*h.Hii btliitg aof «&• know Uiat joo bara 

tt#» nil Dit fiariuiiilaft 7041 eaik« vhal ia iaid of 
L 
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■N^ nd how Hn. ^— if, and tTwy othor infonnaiioiii and 
write BM Mlj. I Mtnra 70a I am Twy wretdiody and thia would 

giTO mo the greateat aatiafaoUon. will tall 70a oreiy- 

Ihing, but mention nothing of me to anybody on any aooonni 
Ckmoeal nothing that yon heari but inform me of ererything. 
My dear friendi I beg yon woold oblige me in thia. I am Tory 
miaerable on tfab unfortunate aooonnt. I ahall write you more 
fnUy OB m Tariefy of thinga I haTo to inform you of next week or 
aa aooB aa I hear Irom you. Direot aa aboTO dated. I ahall try 
logetinfonnatioiifromBfriendin Albany how mattera would do 



I am, meet aineerelyi your affeotionate Friend while 

ALBX. WILBOK. 

P.8. got the letter I wrote, but waa ao awallowed up 

in eztraTaganoe, I auppoae, thai he nerer replied to it 

Let ua eontriTO a plan to leaTo thia country and try old Sooti* 
enee more in oompeny. 

The boiiea of a mammoth or aome gigantic animal are digging 
uphera,of which I ahall tend the partioulara in my next. I ahall 
■uperintend the whole proceaa. 
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'How blawBti to bftTO « friend'— hlfl *tweothoMi' and TJlwportt foMlli 
FkOi at FAlenoo— Um 'MbooIboaM' AurnttufD-* wttch ■ up t wt itton. 

To the Same. 

Care of Mr. Dobaon, Bookaeller, Philadelphia. 

Bloomfield, July 33, 1801. 

Mt Dili FUBND, 

I received youra laat cTening. how bleaaed 
it ia to haTe one friend on whoae affection, in the d»y of 
adTcnity, we can confide I Aa to the reporta circulated in the 
neii^ibourhood of Milaatown, were I alone the aubject of them 
llMy would new diatorb mcy but ahe who bred me dearer than 



t^mui. 
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ob!, Trliote imagt li for tror with me, whoitliewt It 

her f ricndilup to mo, iho must bcw alt with not on© 
N^hom fiho diii^ unboioiti her iorrowB, Of ftll tht «veiita 
|iio thing givM me luch inoiproulUe roiaory m tli». 
'lOQd, if yon am koftr nnjlhing of her roi^ lituation^ 
- it bo clbgTiiBe notliitig to mo, Tnko t walk up to 
orhnpi tha hru cmllcd Jatc^lj thero, luid go <m% to 
SAtur^^y if poAsiblo, Lot nobody whatoTor know 
^Ave Honrd anyth mg of mo. In my Ijut I told /oo 
I on iho thronhold of tho jtdi. Ho hu now pauod the 

^itdii fnirly ong'd* it tmronln^ tho country 

m«-pooui mnn in ft poor icnrvy plight pUying tho 

I Tlio gonttomon who diicoroTod tht bonoi of whtdi I 

fr.,Konfio, who wot »mkinj; % woll for hit pftpor mill 

I iuppoRod formerly to havo boon tho bod of % imiJl 

turn near. Six foot from tho lurf^so, under ft ■tratum 

kohoi doop, thoy foond Mvorftl bonot ftppuontly bo- 

tJiil» 6 inches in broadth^ with pirt of ft lo^-boiio 

|iipwardi of 7 inchoa diftmetor nt tho joint, pwt of ft nb 

M\d m»ny fragments in a docayod state. For want 

forth or ioarch haa yot been mado^ but it it in tended 

bo bond and tooth if pouiiblo. The greatest ouriosUy 

kto is tho Fall* of P*itor»on, whoro the rivorj which 

JO yards broad, flows along a bed of solid rook< 

oartliqxTake or aomo great oonrulsion has split 

Isunder acrosi the whole broadth of the riTor^ or 8 

lind upwardi of 70 doepj down whieh tho whole riTor 

i noiao like thunder Thii plaoo is but 8 miles distftntf 

done on Saturday to aeo it. The eotton works aro 

] deserted* I looked in at tho woft? ing shops and saw 

it hens roosting on tho breast beams, \ad everything 

\^lu]9 I was in York a teacher there offered me hii 

0, bonchoi, M, with all the scholan, amoantLug to 40 

* f dollais cash, »» be wished to decline the busineta^ 

««, to add thftt I declined the honour of the bai:gain. 

l-house in which I toaeh U situated at th* extremity of 

[lef el pl*ui oJ ^^ '^^^ ~^*^ **^ ^'^^ ^ **" 
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csntM of ihM plain tUndi a newly ereoied itone meoiing-honia, 
80 foot bj 00, which fonni a ttriking oontrast with my sanctam 
•anetornm, which has boon framod of logs lonio 100 yean ago, 
and looks like an old aontry box. The icholan havo boon ao- 
coatomed to great liberties by their former teacher. .They used to 
pat stones in his pocket, &a, &e. I was told that the people did 
not like to hare their diildron punished, but I began with such a 
qrstom of terror as soon established my authority most effectually. 
I succeed in teaching them to read, and I care for none of their 
objections. The following anecdote will give you an idea of the 
pooplo*s character. A man was taken sick a few weeks ago and 
got deranged. It was uniTorsally said that he was bewitched by 
an old woman who lired adjoining. This was the opinion of the 
Dutch doctor who attended him, and at whose request a warrant 
was procured from the Justice for bringing the witch before the 
sick man, who, after tearing the old woman's flesh with his nails 
till the blood came, sent her home and afterwards recovered. 
This is a fact. The Justice who granted the warrant went 
throagh among the people with me. I intend to visit the poor 
woman myself and publish it to the world in the Newark news- 
papers for the amusement of the enlightened people of New Jer- 
sey. My dear Orr, I trust to yottr friendship for the intelligence 
I mentioned ; write me fully as I will you on receipt. I left my 

great-coat with a Mr. in Wrightstown, where and I 

lodged. will tell you his name. I wish you would write 

for it without letting know anything of the matter. I left 

H in the stable. I owed him nothing. I shall be much obliged if 
you drop a Une to him thai it may be sent to Philadelphia, and 
this will be your warrant Farewell. I shall write more fully 

Tonn most sincerely, 

ALEX. WILSON. 



\ 
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iht Same. 

AuguBt 7, laoi, 

I reoeiTod joun ycitordftj. I ent>«iit jt>n k«ep 

J rack no longor. Cftn yoQ not AporQ ofM d«7 to oblij^ 
lich 7 Ccllect oTdry informAtian you cad, tmi drop 
I tbat yoQ know ftnythini? of mo* If it woro po«aiblo yon 
I htr or ftny one who hadt ii would b« vat VLunp^akMa 

to mo. My door Orr, tlio world ii loit for «Tor to nw 

s worldt Ho time nor dittanoo can otot bauldi h«r 
my mind* It h for over preacnt with mo, and my 
\o\Gn with tho most iiiolnndiuly rqfloiioni. Whfttevor 

hink of mOf my do at friond, do not refnto me thU 
t<naw h'>w aho is. Woro your Aituation mine, I docliin 
Jioitom of my inul I would hazard OTorything to obligo 
favo tlio manngumont of it to younelf. But do nol 

'b dobU amount, na I h&Tc boon informodi'to 

I hundred pound*. i> woiTing in aa old odlu 

Ith Town, My school increftftea ; it U now #0. I luiy« 
ling yet toward Tiaitiug the Buppoacd witch. Soma day 
In nmko it my buameaa. Thoro ia a oopper mine about 
] from my school-houao which waa lately wrought and 
L of ore obtained from it* It ia now nogloctod« 
^ other effect* of supePBtition hero there Urea juat beeid« 
I who being the serenth eon, haa power to euro the moai 
I 'king'a evU' by limply laying hia handa on it He hai 

paUenU ainoo my oomsngp and tella me ho haa oond 
He aay" te can feel the diaorder aaoending hia arnu, 

only if indiapoaed while performing w otm cm hii 
[They have come 100 mUea to him. Ho i» now a man 
L Jd b^ practiied thia ' laying on of handa ' aince h* 
I 'ibe people with whom I li« are tli# wiaat »alot« 



in leligioiiy in pimyiiig, tfaigmg pialmt and bTiDiis. I was urged to 
Mk bkniiig at taUe the first day and refused, but was insisted oo 
tin thrr.ugb mere shsme I was obliged to perform, and am obliged 
to officiate trerj erening. God forgire me, for my heart is as 
distsnt from my lips then as from you to me. I consider it a 
awnstrous hsidship. I read the few lines of poetry you sent me 
to the old feUow, who wsnted me to find out a tune for them that 
he might hare the godly comfort of singing them by way of hymn, 
i^idi shall certainly be done. As for myself, I hare recourse to 
A thousand expedients to unburden my mind. I am really 
sonetimes almost distracted on seeing how and where 'I am 
situa t ed^ Sometimes I try to turn it orer to dirersion, as in the 
following Terses which I wrote this morning, and endoee without 
) or apology, as you know my situation : — 

Hera ox-headed Ignonuice gapes and is courted. 

And cant Supentition with viaaee distorted ; 

Sweet Scienoe and Troth, while these monsters they cherish, 

like the Babes in the Wood aro abandoned to perisL 

Hera ten times a day they aro hymning and prayings 
And ' glory to Ood ^ most religions paying ; 
Should Misery implore— that's a qmte different stoty. 
They lock op the cash — bet to God giye the g^ory. 

Tonng Venns ne*er lent to our females her graces, 

like a dock's is their gait, like old pompkins their faces i^ 

No heart-winning looks to decoy or to charm ns, 

Their teeth like cormption,— their breath, O enonnons I 

Hera old wither'd witches crawl rtmnd ev'ry cabin, 
And batter from chnms are etemaUy grabbing ; 
Ghosts, wizards, seyenth sons, too, to cnra the king's syQ, 
One toiich of their hand-Huid 'tis gone to the DeyiL 

Hera the grim man of God, with a yoice like a trampet, 
His pulpit each Sunday bestampt and bethumpet ; 
On all but his own pours damnation and ruin. 
And hsayes them to Satan lor roasting and stewing, 

Tlisra kmsly and ssd in his esntry box tttnding^ 
The windows unf^ased, . • . 
A wrslchsd exile sramrais A. & a grisyiqg^ 
In sovads slew sad solsmn from moning le 



unxBXfl* Wf 

write, Uke it wtlk op to '■ u if to «nqiiin im 

if JOQ UQ gut uij informfttioii there. I know tli«t 
^^inetimet to go &nd aee hor, FoTgifo me, mj d««r 
^ anything I h&ve ofTonded you. The more of mezikind 
■incerelj I T&lue your friead«Mp^ uid tnel it 
iIto when time to me tliftU be no longer. 

ALEX. WILSON, 
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I letter— « *|BM old Seotchm*n *— ilrtnf Hdudftd— douU bot *» 



DobBOB, Bookseller, PhiladelpM*. 
omficld, September 14, 1801. 

4R Friend, 

The luat letter I wrote yon I fondly thonght would 

but I have waited now three weeka in Tain. It wae 

I At M*Ph(iir» China Store, Dock Street. I oonjnre 

lear friend, by all that friendehip which I Alw&yi 

you had for me that yon will write me on reoeipt 

-'i father arrired here liat week from Scotland and 

¥0 Bonfl, one in drunkenneBa and porerty, the other in 

k with yourBolf wbnt were the feelings of the poor old 

occaai'jn- " ^^^'^ liberated. 1 remain hettt 

eluded from the world. Your lettert were all my oom- 
amuB«ment, but yon h*Te depHred me of even that 
now no hope* of ever being in Philadelphia, 1 uk it m 
iir that yon would go out to the honw where I lodged 
Lt them to bring my trunk into Philadelphia that yon 
10 me to New York, If my nephew haa written me 
n Mr. M'lnn^', wbere I wiah you wonld enqnine. I 
n™ von to let me know how the family I mentioned a» 
frpwaO.^ fo^ '^^' and I .hall Uke it « tii# 



Orr, I with it were poetible for yoa and I to 
vntlo our tftlonts and exertions as we have often thought of doing. 
Would it not do by making a bold push I I can engage the 
reading, grammaticaly and what other parts wo should agree on — 
jou the rest I will with pleasuro join yon if yon are willing, for 
if I must teadi I will strain every effort to make something of it. 
This would be the best moment to attempt it. Think on the 
business, and I shall dispose of my horse, and unite with you to 
rise or fall together. There are hardly two on earth better 
acquainted with each other, and I think in consdenoe, without 
boasting of myself or flattering you, that we would do welL It is 
want of confidence alone that has kept us from both fame and 
fortune in our respeetiTe pursuits. At all events, write me per 
return of post A French gentleman from St. Domingo has boon 
with me to-day from Newark to teach him EngUsh. Ho is 
almost unintelligible. I have amused myself since I came here 
with writing detached pieces of poetry for the Newark CerUinel^ 
and have grown into some repute with the editor and hii readers. 
A song entitled ' My Lsndlady*s Nose ' has been reprinted in a 
New York paper, and in a periodical publication called the 
3liise<Nik Please to lot the circumstances of the 's be con- 
fined to yoor own breast Tou may let know of the old 

gentleman's anivaL Once more I ask yuu to oblige me with an 
answer to this, and to excuse the hurried way in which it has been 
scribbled. In return for your next, I will send you something 
more entertaining. I am so uneasy to know how you come on, 
thai I am every night conversing with you in my sleep. 
I am, mj dear Friend, yours moat sincerely, 

ALEXANDSB WILSON. 



\ 



t LETTBE JULViL 

|hd IrlflTifUhlp of WUwn tnd Ott, UjI tfa« n«st Lett«!^^ « «i«ik-- 
■lufn It pamid urvj. 

To the Sbne, 



■old 



hi?« no fauiti to reproach yoQ with. If I h«d, « 

Ofl» of the nuixibor of my own would jnittf impoi9 
e. My dispoflition u to Ioto thofte who lora m« with 
ith of anthuaioAm, but to feel with the ke«neit temi* 
liTa&lleat «ppeanmc« of negbct or ccin tempt from thoM 
Of your friendship 1 have a. thouAOjid timea been truly 
Te boAflted of your intimacy with mo nud your pro- 
iiUtio», fllmoit who rev or I wont. I huTO poiirod out my 
It bojom. If I Have met or only aupi^oaod tlmt I 
Lo momenta of anaiicty and doop mental perfeurb»UoD, 
.„, indifference from the onlyquartor whete I eipected 
of friondahipi they littlo know my heart who would 
make no imprewion on me. But Mr. Ott^ you can 
me your enemy, ^nd aloa I I have friend thip for ho 
)M proyi continually on my mind. I hare no friend, 
ii>ne. No friend on earth can ever remove my souroe 
toy aoquaintanee wiLh you would r>ut dittreai you. 
every happineaa podsiblo, and I doubt not but much 
foryoTi' Above all I wiah you to baniah £rom your 
mapicioni of diaesteem. I entf^rtain nono. I know 
,plo who are htt,pvf in inainuating their ideai to yom, 
■u their love or hatred with o*jual indifference. . I think 
^ceaaary a* eiplanatioti, but no more. You ahaU alw^ya 
■ wuhea and r««aid of 



landi 



loodi 
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VUhdfOpku^ F«braai7 14, 1808. 

Dbae So. 

It k too modi. I cannot part from 70U after what 7011 
hasf Mid. I renoanoe with pleasure OTery harsh thought I 
luMtOj entertained of 70Q. From this moment let all past 
Srieraneee he eternally forgotten. For myself, I give them to the 
winds. I know the Yslne of a friend, and of such a friend, too 
well, to hope erer again tot another on losing you. What is the 
woffld to that solitary heing whose happiness only glads his own 
bosom and who weeps neglected t Its joys to such an insulated 
wretch are tasteless, its sad revoraes almost insupportable. Friend- 
ship sweetens the most common occurrences of life, multiplies all 
our pleasores, lightens all our losses. When the sun of our 
prosperity sinks even in the deepest midnight of misfortune 
friendship sheds its cheering radiance around the unhappy 
wanderer, fills his heart with serenity, and points to happier 
prospects. I hope, my dear sir, you will excuse tho melancholy 
torn my letter has taken. I cannot help it. It is always so, this 
some time. I never spent ten weeks more unhappy than these 
have been, and it will be some time before my mind recovers 
itself. Past hopes, present difficulties, and a gloomy futurity, 
have almost deranged my ideas, and too deeply affected me. The 
conduct and conversation of those who perhaps think me a 
dependant for residence is such that my spirit can never assimilate 
with. Amidst all these, your friendship returns to me once more 
like the blessed ^ams of heaven after a night of clouds and 
da rk ness. I^t ns tow, dear sir, mutually foigive and henceforth 
eigoy the sweet inter^ange of conversation and unreserved soci»- 
bili^. Rocks and islands may separate for a while the stream 
that hat long been unit^ but these past, the congenial waters 
win afaiB BMeti mingle, >nd be blended together. A 
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Ujr break % bon«, but cmo« Jtidiciou«ly reunited it ii 
|ian ever ; $o bt OHt /nefwMip. I oJyOl Iwivs thU ftt jtrar 

tight, Mid to-motrow oTenin^ after nine tbaU call on 

k« a walk togethor. On tha 26th of tbia month I 
BohcKjUiotiie b&jond Graj*« Ferry to itioceDd the 

Jier there. I ahall recommence Uuvt painful ptofcwion 
Iwitb the lame gloom j auUen roaigiiati on that a prisoner 
Its dungeon or a malefactor mounta the ■cafl'old ; fato 

necessity me. The agreement between ua ia, they 
I make the achool equal to 100 dollar per quarter, but 

han 60 are to be admitted. The preaent pedagogue ia 
lirag«ou« fat old captain of a ship, who hai taught theas 
in different placea. You may hear him bawling 300 

Tlie boya seem to pay as little regard to it as dnckt to 
In^' of a stream under them, I shall hare many dtiB* 
pvercame in eatabliahmg my own rulea and anthorityH* 
ferance oren^jmeth all things. 

I am^ with sincere esteem. 

Your still affcctionato Friend, 

ALEX. WILSON. 

out coming up this afternoon has altorod my reaolution 
ng on you till to-moiTow orenmg, I^et it be this after- 
lening. I am a little engaged tiU then. A* W» 
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I Terry — ' bhrp now itrunf '— ua ' IrnvtoUbU dmin ta ftt««mpt «m» 
BcoU [Mstonli* Slid wla taju*. 

To ih^ Same. 
^on'fl, Dock Street, Philadelphia, 
fis Ferry, July 15, 1S02, 

|jBTtrr Fmbnd, 

I expected you all taat Sunday^ and walked out 
feny several timei to meet you* I ho[)e you were 
[ more to your aatisfaction than you could have been in 
ky of an iniigmficant eountty dominie rendered peeriah ^ 



■MbnclMlf bj IIm daOj cuw and oonfinement of a moil 
eapi ojiam t Howerer, as I onoe Md ycm before, I 
kiTe a Tarietf of leeoareet in timee of iiritaiioa and perplexitj, 
hut itt none have I found oonaoUiioii, ■nehas to baniahereiy 
pedantae peeleratioii, as in renewing my old pomiii of the Mnaea. 
My liaip ia new atrang, and mj aool glows with more aidonr than 
ever to unmlatff thoae immortal bards who have gone before me. I 
hate tranaeribed a Tariety of old pieces that hare nerer been 
/ pabUahedy at least not in mjbook, which gare me the moat exquisite 
' aniaationa, not from their excellence, but hj recalling ideas, and 
int ere at ing onea too, that haro been, I may say, forgotten erer 
atnce my airiTal in America. I haTe also collected all my pro- 
doctiona aince *94 ; these I intend to polish and improre occasion- 
aDy, and to add to them all those contained in my last edition 
which I think meritorioos, and to copy the whole when corrected 
to my mind in one rolume. I have an irresistible desire, which - 
seems to come from inspiration alone, to attempt some Scots 
pastorals descriptiTO of the customs and rural manners of our 
natiTo ooontry, interspersed with scenes of humour, lore, and 
tenderness. In Bums, Ferguson, Ramsay, and all our Scottish 
songs, these are the charms that captivate every heart I beliero 
a Scotsman better fitted for descriptions of rural scenes than those 
of any other nation on earth. His country affords the most 
picturesque and striking scenery ; his heart and imagination warm 
and animated, strong and rapid in its conceptions, its attachmenta, 
and eren prejudicea, his taste is highly improved by the number- 
less pathetic ballads and songs handed down from generation to 
generation. There is not an ignorant ploughman in Scotland but 
who has a better taste and relish for a pastoral, particularly if 
interworen with a bve intrigue, than most of the pretended 
Uieraii of America. Where ia the country that has erer equalled 
Scotland in the genuine effusion of the pastoral muse, or when 
so many tears of joy, qrmpathy, and admiration hare been shed 
by the hnmUest peasants orer her bewitching strains Y Had 
Thomaon notpoaaeased thia ardent spirit of enthuiiaim hia 
S aaaon a woold nerer hare seen that immortality to which th^ U9 
m jwtly antttled; but ha waa a Bootaman and glow*d with all 
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of enthnslijm while ffti^ging o'er Uw bMutiM of 

^ui both Thomson and Bumi, RamiAi' tnd Fefgiisotip 

tio haye jet followed Ihenit have kft a thout&tid themea 

qoally interefttiBg with the beit of their d«icriptioiii, m 

^ciurei of ruitio f0licity that wiO y«t he pourtrmyed by 

^g pencil of ftotne future gemui. My h««ri ««elU^ my 

an eleTfttioQ I cannot «iprcu, to think I maj y«i 

le of thete glowing wilds of rural soeneiy — Kiin« new 

bgers, Glaud*, and Simon*, that wiU rank with these 

I of my oonntry when their author had mixed with hia 

ay ; th&t my n»iBO wlU he familiar in fanni and 

drclov of taflt« luid at scenes of memnKmt ^Td 

years hence, when the stataei of bloody ambition «n 

i and forgotU^n, By hearens 1 the idea ii transporting^ 

i recompenss is worth all the misfortunes, pennry, and 

[ here that the moat wretched wmB of idenDe have «Ter 

I Biit I beg paxdom for ooctipying lo moch ol yoor tiin*. 

J on Saturday or Sanday morning. Leave that onned 

lut one day* It ii the most ttrildng emblem of piuga- 

least to me, thst ewtSt Ko poor aotil ia happier to 

\m Bridewell than I to amell the fresh air and gase otw 

J fields after a day or two^i residence in Philadelphia^ 

lot attended by the regret of parting from my fiiend, 

Ikged and nnalterahle brother I am while 

ALEX. WIUON. 
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To Mr. WnuAM Duvoav. 
Gngr's Vnj, Oeldte S(^ 1802. 

DlAft BlUTy 

I WM laTOiiied with yoor despatches a few hoan ago, 
Unoa^ tha kindneM of Colonel SoDiTan, who oalled on me for 
tiiat pinpoee. I hare read and re-read^ orer and orer again, their 
eontenti ; and shall deroie the remainder of this evening, to reply 
to jooy and the rest of the family, now joint tenants of the woods. 
Bjr the arriral of John F. here, in Angnst last, I reoeired one 
letter from my brother David, one from Thomas W. and one for 
Alexander from David Wilson ; and last week another packet 
anived from Belfasti containing one letter from yoor father to 
myself; and to yoor mother, brother and brother-in-law, and 
yooiself, one each, all of which I have herewith sent, and hope 
they may amuse a leisore hoar. F. has been wofolly disappointed 
in the expectations he had formed of his unde. Instead of being 
able to assist him, he foond him in the depth of poverty, and 
fast sinking under a severe fever. Probably the arrival of a re- 
hlion eootribated to his recovery ; he is now able to crawl about. 
F. has had one child bom and bnried since his arrivaL He weaves 
with Robertson, bat neither likes the sitoation nor employment. 
He isa stoat, active and ingenioas fellow, can torn his hand to al- 
most any thing, and wishea as eagerly to get np to the lakes as 
ever a saint longed to get to heaven. He gives a moat dismal 
description of the litoatioii of the poor people of Scotland in 
IBOQ. 
Tov lrttw% ao )otig ttpeoted, hava at length relieved me from 




Ii ihrir long hoiatm tmce j^n d«furtid ; «M t^ fvitlt- 

l»gtK*tit rig^ *^ri« tiui we«fc tkftft a iaj 

L iMJwon, th'tush the phTiicLiB* b»« Biiii reporting. 

Irj frt btj«i/ieu liA4 be«a ml ft stftoid t^Mi t^Lm* iuxmU^ 

liinftU your devign of cx^ming down next Sfriafi. AImc- 
|ih« t'l hiire tho *Ame intention. How tlui wtU b« d^ne, 
with pr'>fidmg for the frnmilj, b not io dmr to ma. 
Ivn my cflrinnel on the inbjecC Ycm will m% by jirar 
Lturi thttt ho ciinnot he etpectad btforv next Jalj* oc 
]trliA|>iir » li^n^ when joa muit of neoenitx be mX homcu 
lijifif ijnwrii ouniidering Iqks of tiio« VHl^xpeniaft, &DdciJ<r 
Vjint you Niight do on the f&m^ or ftt the loom, oc At oth«r 
Jul t^t^tt^tr^r yo^M more than twenty dolUn diferenoa, tin- 
LuruJvil Ui rerniLin here fire or ■££ month*, in which timm 
Ihi Iki ihtho by you Aud AJexandef on th« plftce, I ua 
lidH iMmn in Kf^iii diiicour&ged with farming, Wero mj 
liui «r|uml Ui wj ipint, I wpnld abandon m/ Khool for 
Lull ail vmpLoyinent. Hahii will hbooqciIo him to all 
It i» iii'ira hoalthy, more indafwndant and agneeablft, 
t »HJ|HMi up in a aubterraneoii* dmtgwi^ •amondsd bj 



i 



ffiowj dampi and breathing an nnwholeaomo air £rom morning 
to nighty ibnt oot from Nature's faureet loenes and the pore air 
' of heaven. Whan necenity demands inch a tedQaion, it is noble 
to obej ; bat when we are left to choice, who would baiy them- 
■elfes aliTe I It is only in Winter that I would recommend the 
loom to both of yon. In the month of March next I shaU, if well, 
be able to command two hundred dollars cash onu mort. Nothing 
atands between me and this but health, and that I hope will 
continQe at least till then. Ton may then direct as to the dis- 
posal of this money— I shall freely an^ dieerf ully yield the whole 
to yoor management Another quarter will enable me to settle 
John M.*s aooonnty about the time it wiU be due ; and, instead of 
wandering in search of employment fite or six hundred miles for 
A few dollars, I would beg c^ yon both to unite in putting the 
place and house in as good order as possible. But Alexander can 
get nothing but wheat and butter for this hogging and dathing I 
Never mind, my dear namesake, put up awhile with the rough 
fsre and rough clothing of the country. Let us only get the place 
in good order, and you shall be no loser by it. Next Summer I / 

will assuredly come up along with your father and Georgo, if he / 

comes as I expect he will, and erery thing shall flourish. I 

My dear friend and nephew, I wish you could find a leisure [ 

hour in the erening to give the children, particularly Mary, some 
instruction in reading, and Alexander in writing and accounts. i 

Don't be discouraged though they make but slow progress in both, ! 

but per s cTere a little every evening. I think you can hardly 
employ an hour at night to better purpose. And ninke James 
read eveiy convenient opportunity. If I live to come up beside 
you, I shdl take that burden oflf your shoulders. Be the constant } 

friend and counsellor of your little colony, to assist them in their i 

dilBeultiea, encourage them in their despondencies, to make them ( 

as happy as drcomstances will enable you. A mother, brothers, ( ) 

and sisters, in a foreign country, looking up to you as their best {/ 
friendand8upporter,plaoea you in a dignified point of view. The 
fotnre remembrance of yoor kind duty to them now, will, in the 
hour of yoor own distress, be as a healing angel of peace to your 
■WL Do ervrythiag possible to make your boneeoomfoctable— 



^unmm ib vTwrf f6m% ■Imp •fwy iiw»i« tlwit may 

! <^illii« d«ii» litt Mii^ IMItllniftorlhweit— bi»{» 

K«^ for tn UHW ^w^fiii hiip the aoar-bAirel 

U K^ir«« hkt HA«iW II<«a**>n«k«th# toom thtmdor, 

Ipoi Wftl ; Kik4 jcmr «i««c Huk o^biii t«^«cho nothing but 

^ommue' Mkii^. I will vnto jm th« moitif nt I hear 

1 ifcjitl do tTwj tki^g I kATt Mid to yoii« luid ueTi«r 

ol tlM r^^le«iilli fif M«rd^ i (or wklfili I MhtXl kmp 

kio^ Uui WwUTp Mid raum *v«e3r fAiihing but nhat 

nquina — dvpsnd ttpcm tti«^ Ttiea« »ri Ui« outUnM of 

If K^Alth iUnd it, ^l wiU b« ivell ; if not, we cftonot 

iRtimuiAW on tXl this, &nd ooneolt togoUkvt. If jou ttUl 

1 CK'^ming down, I ho|»o jrou wt>nld not he«iUt« for m 

ho mAke my neigh btiQrhood jroar horn*. If y0u come I 

ppf to ha.Te jou onoo snom b«nde m^ if jon reaolTfi 

f&rm, and put things in ordrr m f iir m poaiible, I 

jou hATe done wbi^t jou thought boit But I foigei 

ftper ii done. 

iL^e., h^re escaped ai y^i from the peetilenoft ; but 

» ebildrcn hare aIJ had the ague, l^bby Roiriui hu 

nrii-V Lddrrr at lut : he died in tho \V<>«t Itidiea. Mj 

t>»rid tulki f)f couuiig to AuietiCA, uid inj father, poor 

Wuld b« happy to bo with you ^ rough and uiioomfoftabttt 

Ituation at present it. Ai toon aa I finish thia, I ihall 

four mt^ther and Alexander, Thore ii a letter for John 

i li« ii tijqtie^tcd to aiitwor hy hia faihor-in-law. J hop« 

liot a f^rm roaolute heart to the undertaking, and plant a 

|tn that ri«h, wc^toni counirj^ to perpetuate bii name 

Thousands here would rejoioe to be in hia lituation. 

bj ma J you Ure thua united together t& a free and 

ountry, after ao many years of painful eoparation, wher« 

leoeaaaritw of life were all that inoeaaani drudgery eouLd 

nd efen that but barely, Should aTtn aiokneai viait 



I frl^oti itood liit]i«flf«rOifto«irWlba«%1drtl^^lko*l 

m 
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joo, which God forbid^ each of yoa it miiToiinded by alnioti all 
Um frieiidi in the worid, to nnne joxl, and pity and oonsola yon ; 
and aoralj it ia not the least aad oomfort of a deathbed, to be 
attended by affectionate relatiTes. Write me poaitifdy by poet, 
two or three timea. My best bve to my sister, to Isabella, 
Alexander, John, the two Mariea, Jamea, Jenny, little Annie. 
Ood Abnifl^ty Mess yon aU. 

Tour ever affectionate Friend, 

ALEX. WILSON. 
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la good aiiirlU— * no fiUoo wtthoitt IneonToulonoeii '- ' don't dmf^m happin§ down 
troet '— formtng— iMalth^wrnvt tn Winter, ao. 

To Mr, Albxandbk Duhoait. 
October 31, 1803. 

Dsin Albxandbr, 

I have laughed on erery perusal of your letter. I 
hare now deciphered the whole, except the blots, but I fancy tbey 
are only by the way of ha\f nunirni^uj for your doleful captivity in 
the backwoods, whore thoro is nothing but wheat and butter, 
eggs and gammon, for fuujijiiig down trees. Deplorable ! what 
must be done ? It is a good place, you say, for a man who has a 
parcel of iocarul , . . 

But forgive this joking. I thank yon, most henrtily, for this 
jtmtjinl l/dUr to me ; and I hope you will follow it up with many 
more. I ahaU always reply to them with real pleasure. I am 
glad that yoor chief objection to the country ia want of money. 
No pUce ia witnont its inconveniences. Want of the necessaries 
of life wonld be a much greater grievance. If yon can, in your 
present situation, procure sufficient of these, though attended with 
partieolar diaadvantagea, I would recommend yon to peraevere 
where yon are. I ^onld wiah yon and William to give your joint ' 
\ to putting the plaoe in aa good order aa poaaible. A farm 
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^ in ^ood cnlUTAtion, ii highly rdu&ble. liirill repnj 

|ur tettowod itpon it » hundred^fold : and (Kmtiiitii 

iho |>owerft of plenty and indep<ndenco. Th«io H 

[ indtiatiy to bring forth, ^nd a itiiull itock of tooney 
Th« mon^y I doubt not of being M^ to proonra, 

T, fof k ye4r or two^ on int^rett, indepondont of two 
furs of mj own, which I hupo to piifl«t}i« on or before 

^ Miirch no^t. 0. S, i» rory much AtUchod to both 

* ^d me ; luid hju tho mc&ni in hii powor to uitit 
Inoir ho will. In tho moAnttmo, if you iud WilliAin 
|undortftking, I proiui^o you, m far u f im oo]ioenii>d, 
t boat lilim you could punuo. 

fourself, M much m you cAn, to working ont DonH 
\inff down troos. It u hftrd work, no doubt; bnt 
^toty, it Btrongthcns the whole linowi, and U a ni&nlj 
|iont omploymont. An old woavor ii a poor, emaolAtod, 

ff, ihiToring OTor rotten yum, and ifroaning oTor hU 
barrel. An old farmer ilta in hii arm chair bofore hit 
thile Ms ioiita are orowdod with hung beef and 
pd the bonntioi of Hoatoti are pouring Into hii bami- 
licle of hoivlth ift a consideration iiifRciont to make m 
brofer the laboiin of the field : for health ii cortAinly 
hoymont of human life. But perhApi weaTing hold* 

goi that farming does not. Then blend tho two 
J in the depth of Winter, and work out the reat of 

Ve will hive it in our power, before next Winter, to 

ioerai^ Afl*i profidod, Condder all I ha^e aald, ftnd 
f wTt>ng Tieir of the iubjeet, form your own plan«, and 

houtdsUr 
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IV Jfr. WnuAH Dnraiv. 
On^ Wmrjf Piei b i r S^ 18QS. 

• • . TIm two Mr. Pnrdiet popped into my aehool, this af tar- 
BOOB, M«Mxpeet«d M thoj were we]ooiiie,wit]i newt from the prr>> 
miiedkyid. I duD detain them with me ell night, on pnrpoee to 
hefean o ppo r tun ity ol writing yon a few linee. I am glad yon are 
an walL I hope thai thie ia the Uat doTiliah aloagh ol deapond 
whidi yon will have to itniggle in for aome time. I will do all 
thai I aaid to yon, in my hwi, hy the middle ol Hardi ; ao lei 
eara and aorrow be forgotten ; and indnatry, hope, good-hnmonr 
and economy, be yonr boaom frienda. 



I aneoeed tolerably wall ; and aeem to gain in the eateem of the 
people abool I am fjbd ol it, becanae I hope it will pat it in my 
power to dear the road a little before yoa, and banish despon- 
dency from the heart ol my dearest friend. Be assured that I 
win erer aa dieerfany contribute to your relief in difBcultiea, as I 
win rejoice with you in prosperity. But we haye nothing to fear. 
One hundred bushels of wheat, to be sure, is no great marketing; 
but haa it not been expended in the support of a mother, and 
infant brothen and sisters, thrown upon your bounty in a foreign 
country f Robert Bums, when the mice nibbled away his com, 
aaid: 

« rn gH a blflSBiB' wi' the Uts, 
And nerar mim 't'* 

Where he expected one, you may a thousand. Robin, by his own 
confession, plough up his mice out ol ha* tmd home. Tou hare 
built for your little wanderers acoste Hdd, where none dare molest 
them. There is more true grea tn ea s in the affectionate exertiona 
which you ha^ made for their subsistence and support, than the 
bloody catalogue ol heroee can boaat ol. Tour own heart wiU 
speeh peace and a a t i sft w ti o n to yon, to the hvi moment cf your 
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witotf you felt on thoir i«ootint, Oolf»n«l SaDivAti 
hride and Section of you. 

loi&nder htA written me a few Knee of tho old Germftii 

ligh erery time I look »t bk Ifttt lettot : ito m potf eot 

kinit the ipleetu Well, AJexuxder, wbieh b the boil 

ng the ihtiUle, or the ftzt When John M. oomti 

} me l&rgely. And, dd«r idtter, let me hear from yoti 

eg lofcTO to inggeet to yoa the proprioty of teiehlAf 
i to bebATe with good manneny ad dntifml reepeot to 
[eh other, And erery body. 

cxoute toe for Any thing I may U?t iaii ideiiM^ or 

I may hftre omitted to mention. 

I I Aoif with nnoof* Att4«hnienty 
Tcnr ftffeetioiute Friend, 

ALEX WILSOWt 



t LETTER Xram, 



VirlonJ iWi *rfM™* occupftUow M i 



jone, 1603. 

Im ftppUcfttion Xo the daiiei of my profoMioa, whibh I 

l.d iinoe November, 1796, h« deeply injiuod my eonrti- 
I ow 10 that my rambUng di»potitioti wm the wont 
1 !^ ..** if, the world for the auitere fegnljuity of m 
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t LETTER XXXiV. 

n «ww iliiw lm i i wii l t— liwii l mfneMmw hindvr mora p rng rt w . 

T9 Mr. WnuAM Bietsam. 

I half attemptad two of thoM printi which Mibs Naoojr* ao 
obligins^y and with ao much honour to her own taate, aeleotod 
for ma. I waa qnita delighted with the anemone, hat fear I 
have made hnt bungling work of it. Suoh aa th^ are I aend 
them for your inapeotion and opinion ; neither of them ia quite 
iniahed. For your kind advioe towarda my improvement, I 
vatuni my moat grateful acknowledgmenta. 

The dutiea of my profoaaion will not admit me to apply to thia 
atttdy with the aaaiduity and peraeTeranee I oould wiih. Ohiof 
part of what I do ia aketohed by oandlo-light ; and for thia I am 
obliged to aaorifiee the pleaauroa of aooiol life, and the agreeable 
momenta which I might enjoy in company with you and your 
amiable friend. I ahall flniah the otlier aome time thia week | 
and ahall be happy if what I haTC done merit your approbation. 
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* FidAfogulnci*— * Mniffftlf bant on purmlnf mj plaa of mftklnf a eoQeetloB of 

■n tiM Mnb la thia |»rt of Hoftii ABMrloa'-~QaUotk, but to bo doiM. 

To. Mr. Albxakdbe Lawboh. 
Maiuh Ifl, 1804. 

• • . IdareaayyoubegmtothinkmeTeryungenerouaandun- 
fricndly in not aeeing you for ao long a time. I will aimply atate 
the eanae, and I know you will ezouae me. Six daya in one week 
I haTi no move ti^ than Juat to awallow my meidai and return 



^ 



» Hr. WiL Bwtnailiniaaiw who awrtad OaL OMr.-0. 
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hum 8(tticiot-um, Five dAjt of tho folbwinic veol mh 

p tho a»iue rouiiiio of ptdagogtiiti^ n\&ii0T% ; Kn4 the 

kre iaerifitwd to iliAt itch for drAwmg, which I oaughl 

hoiionrftbto iolf. I novor Wii more wialiful to ip«nd 

on with jou. In thrutf we«ki I alud! hAY« « lew ckjs* 

nd mean to be in town chisf ptit of the ttmei. I am 

stljr bent on punnuig my pt&nof nftking a ooUeotioQ 

l^irdfl in this part of North Amerioa, Now J doti*l want 

ow oold wAt«r, M Sh^ipoi^re tayt, on thie noiioo, 

it ntity app«ar, I hj^ve biKin ao long aoouatoEned to 

ig of airy «a>tlea and brain windmilla, that it h^M 

i vf inj earthly oouifort*, a lort ol a ivugh booi, tturt 

t vhea aated with the doll dradguj of life. 
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rhutTT' of A cMw<M ftthw>r—' Hi tempt* «t noin* of our IbdlgvmHu 
l>Lvd4 V uotlacrUEtii of ' n^tlvp birds ' *iilfiTi|wl— ITAlMn, 

IlLiUM DAntlUII, 

Ich 2t>, 1804. 

jhroo iiiontliAhave pimped ftwrvy aiuoo I hud tho plewuro of 
Ml \ and tUroo dark und hanvy inontlii thoy have b«on to 
lly. My liotirt han ihrvrod in yonr diitroM, and iinouroly 
let with you for thti low you hava «u«tainod. But Time, 

qnror of every grief, will gnidnaUy heal thoee wonndi 
le htti indicted ; and many yean of tranquillity and 

I aro^ I sincflrcly hope, reaerved for you. 
Ibeen prevented from aeetng you w long by the huny of 

I ichyoli which occupied aU my honn of daylight, and 

r half the othen. The next quarter will leave me time 
land M there ii no in"* li™g in whoee oompany I hMr9 

I »aUif action, I hope ymi wiE pardoD mt if I now and 

I A Uttla of your leiauM. 
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I Mnd for jronr aimiaeiueui » few ftHetnpto at loiDe of our indi- 
birda, liopiiig that your good nature will ezouse their 
t while you point them out to me. I intended to be 
the bearer of them myielf , but haTing ao many little aoconnta to 
draw up before to-morrow, I am compelled to plead thia aa my 
ezeuae. I am almoat aahamed to aend you theae drawinga ; but 
I knew your generoua diapoaition will induoe you to encourage 
one ia whom yon perceiTo a aincere and eager wiah to do welL 
Thqr were chiefly coloured by candle-light. 

I hare now got my collection of uatire birda conaiderably 
•nlaiged; and ahall endearonr, if poaaible, to obtain all the 
amaller onea thia anmmer. Be pleaaed to mark on the drawinga, 
with a pendly the namea of each bird, aa, except three or four, I 
do not know them. I ahall be extremely obliged to you for erery 
hint that will aaaiat me in thia agreeable amuaement. 

I am Teiy anxioua to aee the performancea of your fair pupil ; 
and beg you would aaaure her from me that any of the birda I 
have are heartOy at her aerrioe. Surely Nature ia preferable, to 
copy after, to the worka ol the beet maatera, though perhapa more 
difficult; for I declare that the face of an owl, and the back of a lark, 
have put me to a nooplua ; and if Miaa Nancy will be ao obliging 
aa to try her hand on the laat mentioned, I will fumiah her with 
one in good order, and will copy her drawing with the greateat 
pleaaure ; haTtng apent almoat a week on two different oneerend 
aflerwarda deetrojed them both, and got neariy in the alou^ of 
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. , 1 %ftke the fint few mom^U I h&v« lud liaoo 

r loiter, to ihmk yon for yonr obliging ^teDtlon to nay 

I At dmring ; and for tho r&y^ ftffbdiotuto expreadotis 

ilh which joM kotioiir me. But sony I ftm^ indeodj 

» to MTore, M thoee ;f ou meDtion, ihould f^ wbef« 

■Jad toimbilitf redde^ whil© the profligate^ tho 

ftnd trnfeeUng, so frequently pftsa thfough hl&f 

nickn^BSy ndY&niij, or suffering. Bui Cod riaiti 

distreaa whoao enjoyments He wuhei td rendf^r moid 

atorms of affliction do not hat for e?er j and 

I serine air, and warm annahine, after a di^ of darknees 

Our friend has, indeed, pasaed away, in the bloom 

€<i[peciation i but nothing hu happenod but what 

^ dikf% oxperionco toaohaa ua to expect. How many 

I beautiful flowers have flourishod and fad^ under 

ad how of ton has the whole profusion of bloasomi, 

a whole year, been bl&stod by an untimely froai 

lo only ft little before us ; we must aoon follow ; but 

]:cjlings of nature cannot be repreisod, it is our du^ 

bumblo reai^ation to the dooisioiu of the gf^eat 

[1, rather roooiving with gratitude the blesaings He (■ 

|beitow, tliau repiniug at the loss he tbinlu proper to 

But allow me, my doar friend^ to' withdraw your 

so malaucholy a subject, ainoe the best way to 

|)rce of any orerpoworing passion^ is to torn its dir^eo* 

way. 

season is now approaching, when the garden, 

Ld% will agam displ^ their foliagi and flowwv. 

O 
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Efeiy daj we maj expect ttnogeny flocking frooi the Mmth, to 
fin our wood! with hannon j. The pencil of Netore it now at 
work, and oatlinea, tinta, and gradationa of lighta and ahadea, 
that baffle all deacription, will aoon be tpread before ua by that 
great ICaater, our moat bencTolent Friend and Father, Let na 
dieerfoUj partidpate in the feaat he ia preparing for all oar 
aenaaa. Let na annrey thoae milliona of green atrangera, jnat 
peeping into daj, aa ao manj happj meaaengera come to proclaim 
the power and monificence of the Creator. I confeaa that I waa 
alwaya an enthasiaat in my admiration of the roral aoenery of 
Nature ; bat, aince your example and encouragement haTe aet 
me to attempt to imitate her productiona, I aee new beautiea in 
CTery bird, plant, or flower, I contemplate ; and find my ideaa of 
the incomprehenatble Firat Oenae atill more exalted, the more 
minutely I examine Hia work« 

I aometimea amile to think that while othera are immeraod in 
deep aohemea of apoonlation and aggranduBomont — in building 
towna and purchaaing plantaiiona, I am entranced in contempla- 
tion over the plumage of a lark, or gazing like a despairing lorer, 
on the lineamenta of an owl. While othera are hoarding up their 
baga of money, without the power of enjoying it, I am collecting, 
without injuring my conscienoe, or wounding my peace of mind, 
thoae beautiful apedmena of Nature's works that are for erer 
pleaaing. I have had lire crows, hawks, and owli — opossums, 
aquirrela, anakea, lizarda, Ac., ao that my room haa aometimea 
reminded me of Koab*s ark ; but Noah had a wife in one comer 
ol it, and in thia particular our parallel does not altogether tally. 
I receive erery subject of natural history that is brought to me, 
and though they do not march into my ark from all quarters, aa 
they did that of our great ancestor, yet I find means, by the dis- 
tribution of a few fiTo-penny 6Uf, to make them find the way fast 
cnou^. A boy, not long ago, Inrought me a large baaket full of 
ctowB. I expect hia next load will be bull-froga, if I don*t aoon 
iaeoe ordera to the oontrary. One of my boys caught a mouse In 
aehool, a few daya ago, and directly marched up to me with hia 
ptiaooMr. I aet about drawing it that aame erening, aa^ all the 
while the paatinga ol tta little heaH ahowed it to be in the moal 
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loftar. Ihadintoiiddllokmil^lBMteloix 
of a itafibd owl, Imihi^piiiiBg to ^01 a fiir dnipt 
flMMilwM ilad^lt li^pdi ilvpwillii 
I in ay liM with nidft aa tft of MppUflrtfa^ ti 
ffwaomo. Ii«modlalotr«rtUAil>«adi 
wriy. Tho agonioi of tho prii o— r at <ho rti lw, 

mo tfaaa tho niflMiifpi of thotpoor«owoi aai« 
tho dbjoot WM, I fait ot thai 
r Imym on tho aiad whan ( 



id» joQ MO I tnko tho IflMrtyof anoldi 

I, in thus trifling with joor tino. Ton hnto al* 

I ont of tho akmgli of daapand^bar tholMpaaof 

oonvataationy and that of joor aaiaUo pOffiL 
nuo, foj<^oea moio in hor aoqniritfon of tho Vaa«» 
knMnIa of drowing than mjaalL IhopoahowOl 
m persuaded that an j paini jon boatow npon hor 
d beyond yonr expeotaiioni. Beaideai it wiU bo 
lat chain of friendahip and oonaangnini^ bj wliioh 

united ; though I fear it will be o poworfol addi- 
rMtion which waa folly tnffident bofbfo, to nuiho 
quit hia owla and oppoaama, and think of aoBM- 

ALEXANDSB WIUOK. 



t LETTER XXXVUL 

ol blfdi*-«viB poetry Mglteltd for thii 

MnMifca-kHBUBtlUr*birBS MM flowwnk 



I Mild 70a a few mon initetioiia o( bMs (or 
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Mrioody^ipfeliaiBiTethatlamifoablewmie. Theie are the last I 
■ban dr»w for tome itmey aa the amployiiieni oonaiimM ereiy leiaure 
BMNnenti iMTing nothing for firiendahip, or thoae mral recreationa 
wUch I ao mnoh deli^^t in. Eran poetry, whoae heayenly en- 
thnaiaam I need to ifiorj in, can hardly erer find me at home^ ao 
mnek haa thia bewitching amnaement engroaied all my aenaea. 

Pleaae to aend me the namea ol the bixda. I wiah to draw a 
■naU fiower, in order to repreaent the Humming-bird in the act 
d faeding : win yon be ao good aa to aend me one anitable^ and 
ttoitookoget The lege and feet ol aome are nnfiniahed ; th^ 
an an mlaanUy imperfeoti bnl yonr generooa candonr I know to 
bobaytmdanthflirdeCaota. 

ALVXANDXR WIIAOir. 



t LETTER X^xnr, 

•Ov ttUto ymn^'^pai off tht 'JmiiI'-twmi. 

rof^Aume, 
Jvne, 10th and 16th, 1804. 

I have arranged my bnsineaa for our little jonmey ; .and, if 
to -m o r row be fair, I ahaU hare the ohaiae ready for yon at any 
time in the morning, aay aeren o'clock. Or if yon ^i^y any 
other hour more anitable, pleaie to let me know by the bearer, 
and I ahaU make it answerable to me. 

I belie?e we had better pot off our intended Jaont ontil aome 
laday. 

Clouds, from Eastern regions driTsn, 
Still obsoare the gloomy skies ; 
Let OS yield, since angry HeaTcn 
Frowns vpon our sntoprise. 



Haply SOB 

Hung impending o'er our way; 
Which our kind Ahnigkty Master 
Saw, and aovght oa thoa to atiqr* 




f urns XL. 



'fit 



Lit.1 [Mk, imi. 



goiill wllh iHii fHher poem wkick t Mat ih» tditor ImI 

WmJiUiii, hir mx fatore hma^ fc taXL^ pnblk lOitt- 
I ^^^mi!^ ^\u^v*, U, fn tli« editar*i opiniofliy a«jr ihovld ««« 

,,( 11^ I uiiMl tiv|ti««t th# ^Toor ol |tm lo ctmrvnm vttk 
j lUti «uI*Jih4. Ymi know tlw niOMnai pAsoM I us in pc^ 
I .ii, If i«uUl iiMl f I In mf power to mpport folmMf wM tmj 
\UU«»u hm mliihi bofftow on ike-m; uul wyU tb^ vtmU 
L>«ii^, ih^mMi iho pA^e« of his ?«iiubl0 pobHe^tioci, ih^f 
^4 VII M uiy Inirrxluciioii to tli« tit^ntj wodd, asd «i » 
j iHi^tlittUAiii l4i ■inmt fuitiro uid xDore finiahod «tt«eipliL 
[^ Lkiti yi^u « Ul ffttlj pftrdoB tlie fii«iliifii ot ?uii^ tli«t 

ih^»§ liUili. 

1 rviDiin, with r«*l ngud, ft^i 

ALEXANPXR WHJOIL 
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tUSTTER XLL 

nitetoi^t gMgra^-«rllielm oC-«oal]rttiliij-foar pifl«aIlott«d to tlie vlioto 
Vaited Btatet'-'miaenbly dlMqipoliitod' bj Um «aee(Nmt ol tlie Mlinl 



To Mr. ^I^Uuun Bartrmm, 
Union Sohool, Bepiember 17, 1804. 

The Mcond Tolame of Pinkerton't Geography 

has at length made ita appearance ; and I take the freedom of trana- • 
mitttngity and theAtlat, for your amnsement. To condemn to exten- 
aire a work before a re-pemeal, or withoat taking into consideration 
all the diffieolties that were to be surmoanted, is, perhaps, not 
altogether fair. Yet we almost always form our judgment from the 
first impressions, and this judgment ii rery seldom rolinqaished. 
Ton wiUy therefore, ezcase me if I give yon some of the impres- 
sions made on myself by a cnrsoiy pemsaL 

Taking it oil in aU^ it ia certainly the best treatise on the ^ 
sobject hitherto pubUshed ; though had the author extended his 
plsn, and, instead of two, given us four yolumes, it would not 
frequently hare laid him under the necessity of disappointing his 
reader by the bare mention of things that required greater illua- 
tration ; and of compressing the natural history of whole regions 
into half a psge. Only thiHyfoHr pages allotted to the whole 
United States 1 This ii breyity with a rengeance. I had indeed 
expected from the exertions of Dr. Barton, as complete an 
account ol the natural hiitory of this part of the world as his 
means of information, and the limits of the work, would admit. 
I hare boon miserably disappointed | and you will pardon mo 
when I say that hli omitting entirely the least roforonco to your 
r sss a rches In Botany and Zoology, and seeming so solicitous 
to let ns know of his own productions, bespeak a narrowness of 
mind, and self-consequence, which are truly despicable. Erery 
ODo acquainted with yon both, would have confidently trusted that 
Im would i^oice in tha oppcvtuni^ of maUnic Jie world better 
aoqnaiated with a man whose works show sodi a minute and In- 
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timftte knowledge of iheie rabjeeti ; and from whom be had v»- 
eeiyed ao much inf ormaiion. Bat no— not eren the alighteat aQii- 
aion, leat pocieritj might diaooTer that there eziated, at thia tioM^ 
in the United Statea, a Katoxaliat ol information aaperior to his. 
Mj dear sir, I am a Scotchman, and don*t lore mj frienda with 
that cold aelfish prudence which I aee in some ; and if I offend in 
thna tpeaking from the falneaa of mj heart, I know 70a will for* 
giye me. 

Pinkerton' has, indeed, fomiahed na with many eoriona pazti- 
cnlais unknown, or, at leaat, unnoticed, by all former geogr^ihers; 
and alao with other itemt long aince exploded aafabuloua and ridi- 
culoua ; auoh ia hia account of the Upaa or poiaonoua tree ; and of 
children baring been loat in aome of our American awampa, and 
of being aeen man j yeara afterwarda, in a wild aaTage state I Bui 
he very gravely tolls his readers that the people of Scotland eal 
little or no pork from a prejudice which they entertain againai 
•wine, the Devil having taken posaession of aome of them two 
thoaaand yean ago 1 What an enlightened people these Scots 
must be ; and what a delicate taste they must be pos se ss e d ol I 
Tet I have traversed nearly three-fourths of that country, and 
mixed much with the common people, and never heard of such an 
objection before. Had the learned author told hia readers that, 
until late years, Scotland, though abounding in rich pastures, even 
to its mountain tops, was yet but poorly productive in grain, fmit, 
&c., the usual food of hogs, and that on this account innumerable 
herds of sheep, horses, and cattle, were raiMd, and but very littl* 
pork, ho would then have stated the simple facta ; and not sub- 
joctod liimsclf to the laughter of every native of that jMuci of 
Britain. 

As to the pretended antipathy of the Scota to cola, because 
they resemble snakes, it li equally ridiculous and improbable i 
ninety-nine out of a hundred of the natives never saw a snake 
in their lives. The fact ia, it li aa usual to eat eela in Scotland, 
where tliey can be got, aa it is in America ; and although I have 
frequently heard such objections made to the eating ol eels here^ 
where snakes are so common, yet I do not remember to have 
heard the comparison made in Sootland. I have taken notiot of 
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Obem two obMnraiioM of hit, beeanae they are applied genenUj 
to tlie Scotiy makiiig them appear a week ■queamiih-eto m ached 
■el of beinga, infected with aU the pr^ndioea and antipathiea d 
duldien* 

Theee are aome of my objectiona to thia work, whi6h| how- 
orer, in other reapeeta, doea honour to the talentai leamingi and 
~^"*~rol the compiler. 



t LETTER ZLIL 



To Mr. William Bertram. 
Graj'a Feny, December 15, 1804. 

Though now anng at home, looking back in recollection on 
the long, drcaitoaay joomey which I have at length finiihed, 
thioogh deep anowa, and almost nninhabited forests ; orer sta- 
pendona monntainSy and down dangerons riven ; passing orer, in 
a course of thirteen hundred miles, aa great a rariety of men and 
modea ol liring, as the same extent of country can exhibit in any 
part of the United States— though in this tour I haTO had erery 
disadTantage of deep roads and rough weather ; hurried marchee, 
and many other ineonyenienoea to encounter, — ^yet so far am I 
from being satisfied with what I haye seen, or discouraged by the 
fatigues which erery trayeller must submit to, that I feel more 
eager than erer to commence aome more extensiye expedition; 
where scenes and subjects entirely new, and generally unknown, 
might reward my curiosity ; and where perhapa my humble 
acquisitions might add aomething to the atorea of Imowledge. 
For all the hasards and priyationa incident to such an 
undertaking, I feel confident in my own spirit and resolu- 
tion. With no family to encbain my afiections, no tiee but 
thoee of friendship, and the moat ardent lore of my adopted 
c oonlf y ; with a oonatitution which t>^imf amidst fatiguee, 
aadadi^MMitioiiaociaUeaadopeii, which can find itaelf athonM 
hjm IndiaB fire in the depth of the wood8,aaweU aa in the 
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hi of tli« dTili«^ [world], I luifv at pfMtsi t ml 

oming ft tniTeller. Hut I sm tniAorablj defiewnl in 

bmeuU abtolately tvbcemMrf for iiidi m ehuacter. 

tralog7, usd Dnwing, I ntoti aTdflatl]r wiih to Im in- 

Ind with the9« I ibould fev nothing, Oan I 5«i 

IgrcM ID BolAKif, fluffident to enable me to b« bm- 

1 would be the moet proper waj ta pTooe«d t I h^Ti 

I m omenta thftt thoold be devoted to ttuB ponail^ 

lid h&re hopes of Buooeedmg* Yotir opinion on thii 

onfer mn edditianAl ohligAtkm on joor 



t LEITER XUII. 

It ' Joumisji ■—•iBoftg tba ' cnjfw-colouped ' taribt*-^ 
I'mEvdduknfiM— 'boQta' nduotd ' tol^imud u|tpu 

I Dec. 24th, 1804. 

i have no doubt looked for thia letter long ago^ but 

^ how matters would finaUy sottle with respect to mj 

wrote ; thoy remftin^ however, u unoertftin «• 

his quarter will do little more than d«fmy my boud 

Comfortable intelligence truly, methinki I hew 

I no m»tter. .... 

where you aBd I left off our story, fii, , it Aurom, 
r>f the Cayuga. The evening of that day, Immg and 
I outlet of Offaa«o Luke, on the tumptke, aeven t>r 
Cayuga bridge ; wo waded into the stream, 
oots and pantaloons^ and walked up to a con- 
i-shop^ where, taking poa^esaion of one iide of the 
oafened with the noi»e and hubbub of a parcel of 
uen. At five next mommg we stailod ; it liad 
Toad waa in many places deep and slippery, I 
I into a hard step of walking ; Isaac kept groaiiing a 
ud, though I oaniad hk gun. - - . We aet otf 
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again, and we aiopped at tlie outlet of Skaneatelea Lake, ate some 
pork-blubber and bread, and departed. At about two in the 
afternoon we paMud Onondaga Hollow, and lodged in Manliua 
Square, a Tillage of thirty housea, that have riaen like mushrooma 
in two or three years, liaviug walked this day thirty-four miles. 
On the morning of the 22d we started as usual by five— road 
rough — and Isaac grunting and lagging behind. This day we 
were joined by another young traveller, returning home to his 
father's on the Mohawk ; he had a pocket bottle, and made fre- 
quent and long applications of it to his lips. The road thii day 
bad, and the snow deeper than before. Passing through Oneida 
Castle, I Tinted every house within three hundred yards of the 
road, and chatted to the copper-coloured tribe. In the evening 
we lodged at Lard's tavern, within eleven milea of Utica, the 
roada deplorably bad, and Isaac and his disconsolate companion 
groaning at every step behind me, so that, as drummers do in 
battle, I was frequently obliged to keep before, and sing some 
liTely ditty, to drown the sound of their <*ohs ! *' and **ahs !** 
and " O Lords ! ** The road for fifteen or twenty miles was knee 
deep of mud. We entered Utica at nine the next morning. This 
place is three times larger than it was four years ago ; and from 
Oneida to Utica is almost an entire continued village. This 
evening we lodged on the east side of the Mohawk, fifteen miles 
below Utica, near which I shot a bird of the size of a Mocking- 
bird, which proves to be one never yet described by imtuViUists. 
I have it here in excellent order. From the town caUchI Her- 
kimer we sot off through deep mud and some snow ; and about 
mid-day, between East and West Canada Creeks, I shot throe 
birds of the Jay kind, all of one species, which appoani to be un- 
described. Mr. Bartram is greatly pleased at the discovery ; and 
I have saved two of them in tolerable condition. Below the 
Little Falls the road was excessively bad, and Isaac was almost in 
despair, in spite of all I could do to onconrago him. Wo walked 
this day twenty-four miles ; and early on the 25th started off 
again through deep mud, till we oame within fifteen miles of 
Sche n ec t ady, when a boat oomingdown the river, Isaac expressed 
a Willi to gel Oil Itoaid. I walked sis milea afterwards by nyitlfy 
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[•a ^tfk titftt I could hftrdl^ remsae mytti^ horn tik^ uiiid- 

Ke neit morning I entered ScheaecUdy, but Isuc did 

> in the boat till nwm. Here we took tha »Ug«-oo«k:li 

ly, the rowl* being excoftiivelf bad, and jirriTed there in 

Ing, A^r tpertding two d^ji in AJb&ny » wo doparted in 

Jnd roAchad New Tork oa SAturdnf , at nooa, the fint of 

Mf boot» were now reduc^ to legi mud epper 

nd mj pantalooiis in a tod plight. Twehe dolkn were 

1 on these two ^iclei, . . ^ . 

kftj, the 7th Pecembcr, I re*ch«d Graj'i Fenj, haTing 

Irtj^wTdn mtlei that day. I was ab«etit two xnonthi on 

Ley I and I thivened in that time npwardi of twelve 

Imtlei. 

lening of my arriral I went to L h% whoae wife bftd 

a boy *nd a girl. The boy was oallod aft<>r m* ; thtt 
ok M dollart more from me. Aftor paying for a oofd of 
^ai left with only thrte-qHarUrt of a dollar 



LETTER XLIV. 

liool, Dec. 24, 18W, 

J I hftFO peniwd Dr. Barton'e publication,* Mid return it 
ly thanks for tho n^rot^Evblo And unoipcctod treat it haa 
Le, The description of the Valh of Ningara in, in »mne 
Tfflintt thongh just, dolinofttion of that atupondouji 
I But many intorosting particuUrs are omitted; and 
Lue writer's rflssoning on the improhability of the i4»nr- 
L tije procipi^i ^^^ conaoquont r^jcestion of the Falb, 
btradicted by every appearanoo there ; and many dtlior 
are inoorreot. Vet on such a subject, everything, how* 
L aeetns to attract altontion ; the roader^i imagination 
[him with scenery in abundance, eren amidst the feeble* 
tirwnnesi of them ^^^ ^nter-i deacription. 
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Afl«r thii aiikle, I wm most agreMbly amiiMd wHh '< Aii««- 
dotot of an Am«ricui Cxow/* wiiUen in ludi a pleasing liyla of 
playful hnmonr at I have seldom seen SDrpassed, and forming a 
perfect antidote against the spleen ; abounding at the same time 
with obserrations and refleetions not nnworihj of a philosopher. 

The sketch of your father's life, with the extracts from his 
kttersy I read with mndi pleasare. Th^ will remain lasting 
monnments of the worth and respeotabili^ of the lather, as well 
as of the filial affection of the son. 

The description of the Choctaw Bonspiefart is a picture so 
horrible, that I think nothing can exceed it Many other pieces in 
this work are new and interesting. It cannot fail to promote the 
knowledge of natural history, and desenres on this accoont erery 



LETTER XLY. 



TlM'Iitemy 



MafulM '— PIdk ci Mlsfim— ' m»nj krfe roeki that nted fonnttlj 
toapfiMr .... BOW awepl Awaj.* 



TotktSame^ 
De&26, 1804. 



• • • I send for your amusement the "Literary Magazine" for 
September, in which you will find a well written, and, except in a 
few places, a correct description of the great Falls of Niagara. I 
yesterday saw a drawing of them, taken in 1768, and obsenre that 
many large rocks, that used formerly to appear in the rapids aboTS 
the Horseshoe falls, are now swept away ; and the form of the 
ev?e ooosiderably altered, the consequence of its gradual retro- 
grsssion, I hope this account wiU entertain you, as I think it by 
fsr the Most complete I have yet i 
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lETTElt XUVt 



Ugn '—' Tht FoTMten * much inktrfvlH, 



b, Februwy 20, 1805. 



I recGii^ed jours of Januarf 1, uid wroie iixiioedi- 
Ipiirtly through ncglLgence, And puxilf through McidenV 
IcGti put into the post-oftice ; uid I nov dt down to 

I me Additional parti cu Ian 

Thi« winter huA been entirel}' lost to me, at well aa 

I ihall on the twelfth of next mouth be icartsly nble 

fliifbciency to pAjr my boardf having not more th^m 

hn Bcholnrfl. Fha or Aix fainiliej, who used to lend me 

pn, have been almoBt in a atnte of itarvatiou. The 

lylkill and DoUwure aro Btiil shut, and wa^^na aro 

rqiiMaing ^t this niunient upon tho ice> 

[■iry hnun of thii winter I haye employed in oom- 

I pooui which I origitmlly intend od for a dewription of 

^urnoy to Ovid. It tn now bo altored as to bear little 

to the original ; and I have named it the ForetUrt^ 

tb a doscription of tho Fall t*r Indian Stimmer, and 

[i\itely our peregrin ationa and adTonturen uutil our 

l\^thorin© Landings ocojpying ten hundred and thirty 

J remaLnder will occupy nearly aa much ; and aa I ahall, 

Inbliah it, insert numerouv notes, T should be glad if^ 

I aro on the ipnt, you would collect erery intereiting 

i can of the country, and of the placet which we paa«ed 

iunting Btorieij &c., peculiar to the [Indiana] would 

I ahould be extremely ^Ud to spend one altemooa 

Ir the benefit of your criticisms, I lent the poem to Mr. 

J senAtor, who seems to think it worth reading ; and 

lenpreaaed many Mattering eomplimenta on my laboun { 
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Wl I dual vafaM tttfasr of their opbiou luJf m miidi m I 
voold joon. . I hKf betlowod mors jmiiii upon this ihaii I trw 
did iqwa M7 foiBMr pomi ; and if it oontain nothing rtaUj good, 
lihaUfortfwydMpiirof pfodnoiag«iqrothorthalwilL • . . 



f LITTSR XLYIL 
•f J i fcr i M iii FH il ilwt Mtt ipmfc^qJ^-twobiriifrwithtllolMiwk. 

1^ 3fr. Wx. BAanuLX. 
Maioh 4, 180S. 

Mt Dbak FamrD, 

Thia day the heart of oTerj Repablioan, of OTery 
good man within the immenae limitt of oar happy ooontiy, will 
leap with joj. 

The re-appointment and continnanoe of onr beloTed Jefferaon 
to aaperintend oar national ooncemay ia one of thoae diitingaiahed 
Uevinga whoae benefioent effecta extend to poaterity ; and whoee 
▼aloe oar hearta may feel, but oan noTer ezpreaa. 

I oongratalate with you, my dear friend, on thia happy erent. 
The enlightened philoeopher, — ^the distinguiahed naturalist,— the 
ArH iiaietman on eariK, — the friend, the ornament of aoienoe, ia 
the father of oar oountry, the faithful guardian of our libertiea. 
Hay the predoaa fruitt of each pre-eminent talentt long, long be 
oara ; and the grateful effuaioiia of milliona of freemen, at a far 
diatant period, follow their aged and honoured patriot to the 
peaee fa l tomb. 

I am at preee nt engaged in drawing the two birda which I i 

bitmght from the Muhawk ; and, if I can finiah them to your | 

•ppcobalion,IiBinidtotranimilthem to our excellent Preaident, 
m tlM ehOd of an amiable paieal pieaenta to ita effeotioBate father 
MM liMf token oflucatetm. .... 



t UFTTER XLVIIL 



llTt'l «i4 K)iw«r&d— not to 'pviwltfa tht pU» %a dlH^rUkl^tf* *^ 

' iHlii '— inUndM U> teatri^ but a gtinkl «lT«rt mid*, ma hi muload— 

jltut^ fron Scotliud— < Tb« FoicntAft '— tht two *nond«Mfftp(* blid*— 

to J*ffanoii-«uir«]ina 'Inor ' In FblkdelFlik^kHp * i dliff/ w4 

|raber loi A* jvu imndflT throuf b jour woodj Hlibodos.' 

I recetfed jour letter of Jumuy }^ «onotitna ftbout 

ling of Februtuyf uid irroie the a&me eyeaing Tery f utlj ; 

Jioiird nothing in totiim. CoL S. docirea me to tell jon 

1) uneojineu^ nor pui with the pl»c« to ft dis«dT&titage on 

It. Hi* ion hat been with uie ttnoe Jenu&fy. I told 

luflt of the thinneea of mj echool : it produced me tfas 

|er only twcnty-aii: scholftn ; and the turn of fifteen 

I ell the money I could reiBe from them et Uie end ol 

I immedietely etilled the truiteei together, wad, 

t Aff&ir to them, propoeed giving np the lohooL Two 

|>n the epot offered to lubecribe between them oti« 

ll&ra e-year rather tht^n permit me to go ; and il wm 

all a meeting of the people i the remit wu hononrftble 

f-etght icholftra were instantly subicrtbed for ; io 

[jOftuing flii montha my school will be worth pretty near 

I dollar*. So much for my *ffaira. . . , . 

lieTor had a acrap from Scotland since la«t fniomer ; but 

|h more anxioni to hear from you, I hope yon have 

thia terrible winter ; and thai your heart uid limb* 

|ind aa ever. I alao moat devoutly wiah that matterv 

nanagod ao that wo oonld be together, Thia farm mnat 

old or let ; it moit not for ever be a great gulf between 

» epent moat of my leiaure houn thia winter in writing 

eterBf^' a poem descriptive of our journey^ I have 

up only to my shooting expedition at the head of the 

Ike, and ti ftmounii already to twelve hundred linee. 1 

\whvBi you tod 1 ni#ft| It will tMordjfm mot* plenoit 
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Hum any of my prodiioiioni hM evor done. Tho two ncmiloiiorlpi 
biidt* which I killed on tho Mohawk, aiiraotod tho noUoo of 
•aToral naturalitto about Philiulolphia. On tho 4th of Marobi I 
•at to work npon a Urgp ihoot of fine drawing paper, and in ton 
daye I finished two faithful drawingfi of thoni, far itiporior to taij 
that I had before. In the baokffround, I ruprosontod a riow of 
the Falli of Niagara, with the woodi wronf(ht in aa finely aa I 
poMibly oonld do. Mr. Lawion was highly ploaied with it, and 
Mr. Bartram waa oren more ao. I then wrote a letter to that 
beat of men, Mr. JeiTonon, which Mr. Bartram enclosed in one of 
bi8| (both of which, at least copioi of thom, I shall ihow yoa when 
we meet,) and sent off the whole, carefully rolled up, by tho mail 
on the 90th inat to Montioello, in Virginia. The Jay I proaontod 
to Mr. Paale, at hia request ; and it is now in tho Museum. I 
have done but few other drawings, being so intent on the poem. 
I hope if you find any curious birds, yon will attempt to presenre 
them, or at least their skins ; if a small bird be carefully skinned, 
it can easily be set up at any time. I still intend to comploto my 
eoUoction of drawings ; but tho last will be by far the best. . . . 
The poor of Philadelphia have suflbred extremely this winter, 
the riTer having been frozen up for more than two montha, yet 
the ice went away without doing any damage. I must again 
request that you and Alexander would collect the skins of as 

many birds aa you haTC not seen here The process 

of skinning the birds may amuse you ; and your collections will 
be exceedingly agreeable to me. In the meantime, ncTcr lose 
sight of getting rid of the troublesome farm, if it can be done with 
adTantage, so that we may once more be together ; and write to 
■le frequently. 

I have now nothing more to say, but to give my affectionate 
eomplimenta to your mother and all the family, and to wish you 
•▼eiy comfort that the atate of society you are in can afford. 
With the great Tolume of Nature before you, you can noTcr, 
whik in haalth, be without amusement Keep a diary of eveiy 
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|tii»t witk iJmt UonrlniiH, Umk tmt, imiw iMid ltitfn« 
UrltHiiikit M fon irmvunk) your furiii | Aiitl rQiii«uib«r 

# 
AmwBH or Tin PnENiDiAf, 



lnc(« HnU ^1 finini] (h^ |wip Umr tii NlKKHm^ fur wlif^rh f ftnf fmx 
hiikpi, Ti*n Jfljf l* qnltrt hinhtiitwti lit m*». k^rnHn my nVixirvn^tlniii 
I lilt l>w Irfhl* ftihfl ijiirvlniiHiilA i4 thiit f|«irirtrf. t inn of i^>liiilf>fl lln*^ 
111 Indent fi #1tijir1ii liln) iir i|iftMLrifiinfl wliHi ti iM>t vtMlMimOy miUttl< 
I nf lU ftimfljr (lixTtt til Yki (HihiMiih<H| m riiKirlflf^iiUy lUltfimillt (1^ 
WvftUmi r nmt'lniltt with i^iHn>loui» Uud f^tir-tiiy tun^A Kiuro* 

J AH IJI0 «>m^ alioot [ Jiift^ tn Ik) a Muwilf'Tnii frmri tt« liUI, M nil u 
Itiitf c1rc^ini«iUiic0. Two nt lUrw irtnyn liofafT) my Affirivl ti«n a 
1 ft litnl, Miil(ii4iwii fJ him* Fviid noTof bofnm »i<>oit bpns, u Iftf u b« 
J WpIh 1irrrti)(]iil lu mn NMii itftar 1 AirtvPHlH ^>^it i^s ili^ linvk nf ih* 
||HitHi|| tlmt U iHHiM tint hn njt|iirTHvi|i^l HhiI iftlUl ^l^t^Mi l>*^t ) 
|tly 0iiiW't |i|«4 nOli ^irni aimI i^t^tlttiir* Ui im ntUfVi^t It U IIia imiiit 

1 uiil/ dtrforaiiea T fliid In yiHif* l> tltnt Uia wliitu mi tlio tnrk la 
I thnt l)io nnu T wiw Lml n UtLk nl n Ftti*t. Yitiir fl^iTi, MHipirod 

aLILk! 00JW-iH;»iifAtf, S BivlT. |I2, H. «iulTtm, 040. ihawi a n«ftr roS*-^ 

■ ditrk on thfl Imck. 

Irioun lb birdin IHctqU otifi wgll worthy ymir^ittontU^t}, t^he ffnindi 
Itti Q«)fy pi^rt *f AiTujrtc*, niivl jtt Bcnrealy o¥or tn Ic mjf-ii : It I* Ift 
^^tn HL»riiiff id KrJ1» i^hU ne^Dr iHit on the tnpi of Uid tnlLjit ttw*^ 

tthis nltfht1nj^l«. t K»t* foll'^wdxl It for mllo* wJlhmit j>¥Df, hilt 

rhM irkw of IL It l4 (if the ■Liw Hiid tniUic] nf iho UncVliitf htril, 

liloiiTvd nn th« hu^k, luirf n ^nylAh-whlto mi tho hnnuii nnd belly. 

iiy «Dh Lii-Uw, wu In puHmwil^ti of tMiv whicli lud been ■hql bf i^ 

||Htmwinc« t&la iXw » litupidc&[». nnd I think tt moeb rwinbliUMr 

^ {A JVrt^fini'jiw, I Htif an< 174, PL onlun. 5AA. A* U ^bountU tn ali 

I of rtilUddplLU, jrou nuvf ^rhhim by |ntlttnai uid ptncvwna^t 

nil bA Twii]tilt4l gut ft ftlfrbt, If not H ;ia*iKiiiiiton, of ft I hift for 

■tod the TWUif ipartcim0n of mj nflJ^rhbotirbood to ihoot tftft 

111 ftUPHifti, iuaee^ mf Htiitntloiki and ftwunjaoM ol nufwet 

Tu. JiFrenaov. 
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To Mr, WiujAM Haktkam. ' 

April I8II1, 1805. 

... By Mr. J«ffenon*s oondeaoending and Terj inielUgeD 
letter to me, whidi I eadote for your pemsid, it appoan that o^ 
Jay ia an entirely new, or rather nndeacribed bird, which met r' 
on the banks of the Mohawk, to do me the honour of ushering H* 
to the worid. This duty I have oonscientiously discharged, by^™ 
irodncing him to two naturaUsts : the one endeared to me and eff*^* 
lover of sdenoe by the benerolenoe of his heart ; and the o^ 
etdained by heaTon to more in a distinguished orbit — an h/^'^^ 
to the human race— the patron of science, and best hope of rr^^^ 
eans I I say that no bird, since Noah*s days, could boast oP^"'^~ 
distinguished honour. 

Mr Jefferson speaks of a Tery strange bird. Please let we know 
what he is. I shall be on the look-out, and he must be a sly 
fellow if he escape me. I shall watch his motions and the sound 
of his serenade pretty closely, to be able to transmit to our 
worthy President a faithful sketch of a bird which he has been so 
long cuiioas to possess. .... 



t LETTER L. 

* Tkt pbntatkm incroMlng tn tnIim '— ttvlBg m a * mtrt hermit'— lettar from 
Joff«non— a *«lniigo' liird Is atill MOfht for— *wm I abto I W9uki undor- 



To Mr. Wm. DuvoAir. 
Ofaj*s F^ny, May 8th, 1805. 

I am glad to understand that the plantation is increasing so fast 
in Talue, but more so that it is not either sold or otherwise die- 
posed of at the low rate at whieh we would haTe onoe thrown il 
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it u tbt ^«rpiii)il catiae of Mpufttliig tu, whieh I un 

] fnr. I ^m living a mero hermit | not tp«^nditig oii« 

I aoo if 1 powibly can roim burse # who I can m9 

l^urtcoiiB uid ftBkbk m fomiorly. I hop6 to be aUIo Io 

1 10 him<lr«d doU&r», with int«roit^ next Qclobor, and tho 

] in lh<j Spring. W© thdl then Im? cloar of the world, 

\*i emtn how many privfttiont I ^iilTi^r to effect th*i. I 

ritli nobi>dy j ipend loy leiiuro houri in dnwing^ 

I throagh the wood*, or playing upon tho TiolitL 

lod you in niy !&at of sending Mr. Jeffervon dr«mxig« of 

I Mid tome birdflj which I found on the Mohawk, »nd 

I hare never been t*ken notice of by any naturaliaL 

fed me a Tery kind And agreeable letter, from Monticello, 

I many oblkgationi for the drftwingi, wiiieh ho wtiA highly 

and dcicribitig to me % bird, whicli he ut Tory d«- 

ou^Aiing, haTing Intoresttid the young iporttmon of hb 

hood, he uiy«, these twenty yenn« to ahoot hitn oatf 

li. It iJ of the &IZO atid make nf the Mocking- bird ^ 

lisH^-ooloured on tho bock, and gmyiih-white on the 

|tiovoT heard but from the iopi of the tallest trees, whence 

Jly terenmlos m with somo of the swoet^Ht note«, and aa 

9 of the nightingale. Mr. Boritam can give no tiocoiint 

it except it be the ^ood Rubin, which I don*t think it 

JefTenton sayi, **iti* tearalif ever io fce «en;" «nd "I 

■red it for miles without erer, but once, getting a good 

I have boon on the look-out ei?er imoe, but in Tain* 

\ hear of lach n bird, let me know, I wi*h you alto to 

|ie new bird which I dijooTered. It is of the si£e of tha 

and is of that genu*— of * dull lead colour on the back 

jehead white— bUck on the back of the neck— the breaat 

fa dirty, or broiraish white, with a white ring round iU 

hegs and biU eiaotly the JnyV Fmy inquire respoct- 

i any other ue^ bird. If they could be ©onToyed to me. 

f them presented to the same digni6ed ohara^^r, might 

I road to* better aoqoaintaaoe, and aomething better 

Lw Alexander wid you, will^ I hope, be on the look- 

Ihe gun *nd kill e^eiy bird that oomee in your waj j «id 



194 LRTBB8. 

keq> writteii deieripttoiM, or the skini, if poMible, of thoM 70a 
donH know. Were I able, I would anderUke another journey up to 
JOQ through the woods, while the birds are abundant ; and noth- 
ing would giro me to much pleasure as to make another extensiTO 
tour with 70U for this purpose ; for I am persuaded that there are 
many species yet undescribed ; and Mr. Jefferson is anxious to 
. replenish his museum with the rare productions of his country. 



LETTER LI. 



*FtaiiUiif • fUngliig-blnl * when • welooma letter reeehed -s ' lociAl crack *— the ' 
' land buinen *— oondaei eiiproTed—flehool and MhooUiig— the Proeldent and 
Ms bird-tlie 'Poretten'—tlie 'Aval Walk' and the 'Solitary Tutor'- «eat a 
* pretty ragged appearanoe' 

To the Same, 
Oray*s Feny, May 31, 1805. 

Yesterday OTening I was finishing a Hanging-bird in my 
silent mansion, musing upon a certain affair, when Mr. L. popped 
his head in at the window, with a letter. I instantly laid down 
my pencil, and enjoyed a social crack with my distant friend ; and 
was heartily and truly pleased with the upshot. In ererything 
relatiTo to this land business, you have acted amidst difficulties 
and discouragements with prudence and discretion. In refusing 

to engage with you acted well ; and I doubt not but yon 

will be equally droumspect in making a transfer of the property, 
so that the Yankee will not be able, eyen if he were willing, to 
take yon in. More than half of the roguery of one-half of man- 
kind is owing to the simplicity of the other half. You have my 
hearty concurrence in the whole affair, for I impatiently wish you 
beside me, not only to enjoy your society and friendship, but to 
open to you the book of knowledge, and enable you, in your turn, 
to teach it to others. In plain language, I wish you to prosecute 
your studies with me a few months ; a school will soon be found, 
and yon ean then pursue them without expense, and I trust with 
pleasure. The business has indeed its cares, but affords leisure 
lor many amnsements ; and is decent and reputable when properly 
disehaiged. I am liring in tolitade; qwnding nothing; diligently 
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\ to the duUM of iEe day ; and BUmg up «?«t7 leiittri 
If ith drnwing And mtiiic. I Ii4¥« bought no ctolheo^ nor 

hii Slimmer ; therefore tf you i^ttb tho infttt«r witk 

Lve ft^o<!4j we cfin diechArgo oar ohligtitioni to , 

) * atAt« to gfv on with jour itoUiea for nt left«t «ix monihft. 
. wu hero yesterday, and exprauod many mekaowledg- 

le fAfid proffTOM i> mtktng, for ijid««d I hnrd 

filf to p«j My obligMioiu to the f»th«r by my Att«ii- 
) ion. 

r yon respoctiog the biter I hud from the ProAident. I 

Lr been ftble to get a sight of the bird he meutioia. I 

I will not neglect to bring yonr gqn with yon, &nd look 

L conie along* 

done no moro to the Foredett, The jcmmey b 

Lp to my expedition upon the Souoeii LaVe* £ nm much 

f notes of the fint lettlementf find proaent lUte, of the 

plfices thrit we pMied, om we went up the SnequeUanniih; 

Ig of this kind, with hunting Aneodotes, &a, I wieh 

piect on your wny clown. The remainder of the poem 

im, be superior to what ia already written, the eoenery 

Lnta bijing more interesting ; and will extend to at leaat 

Iflc-n handled Unes, which will make in all about three 

I* The notei will iwoU it to a tolerable atse, 

lurdi fTaiJtj which I published laet summeT In the 

rt^ine has been lately republiihed in the Port FolM 

i^niilrlM. ftnd nnwwiried Te«*reh, It Urniw! outUut Ihli InTtiFbi^ 

tw Uiiui Ui* ^'"^ ^***'^'^ * ^'"' which, Jfioughtfof In MteM 

"""^fl u «i*f bei«aoTflJ7 hour «' the d»r lu furourit* hkUDti 

'Jl!^i^ ™crfb*J to It* Wit^n' : bui K f« from h^img to^a Mlwrnyw 

* "* i™ h«. »t ^ P**^ ^""^^^ «p«claHy when ptplng lb inquiut*!^ 
ABtA] brujc e^ ^^^ ^^ drouart E^bln. If deritPd Ihjra thi> clrcma- 
"*■ ?* «i^«otiu»ntlWKtfflunL m»A«ieoiuliUofsvT«nadJ*. 
t^elBg ff«i"""' ^nicbi whlfili It MBtmfln^ ai<i « few f««|, ud nti 
tlhftMndiiiloP^ ^^^^ ^ p^^^ unmcuiwJfitdd wJtt, ttiw p^ 
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with niMiy eommendationi on its beantaet. The MUairy Tuior 
— aMtwithmaeh approbation. Bat I reaerra my bett efforts for 
the remainder of the ^oresien. . • . • 

I hafe not mentioned anything of the sale of the land, nor 
■hall I until the bosinen ia finally oondnded. I ehall expect to 
heer from yon at least twice yet before yon arriTe ; and I hope 
yon will make no nnneccMary delay in retaming. Ai yon cut a 
Vnitj ragged appearance at preeent, and want something to 
laagh at, suppose yon set yonr muse to work upon your tatter- 
demalian dishabille. The former neatness of your garb, con- 
trssted with the present squalidness, would make a capitsl sub- 
ject for a song, not forgetting the causes. But yon are in the 
dress of the people you live among ; you are therefore in bhar- 
seter. B. had a hat on when I was up in your quarter, the rim 
^ of which had been eaten off, dose to his head, by the rats, or 

perhaps, cut off to make soles to his shoes ; yet it was so common 
ss to escape obserration. I saw another fellow, Joo, at the 
taTem, who had pieces cut out of his hthind, like a swallow's 
tail ... . 



t LETTER LII. 
Oood-widiM to FMlMr-old itge aatidpated. 
To hit Father. 
1st June, 1805. 

.... I hsTc nothing more to say but to wish you all the 
comforts that your great age, and respectable and industrious life, 
truly merit In my conduct toward you, I may have erred, but my 
heart has ever presenred the most affectionate Tcneration for you, 
and I think on you frequently with tears. In a few years, if I 
live so long, I shall be placed in your situation, looking back on 
the giddy Tanitiea of human life, and all my consolations in the 
hopes of a hi^py futuri^. • • • . 

•TUi poM, ■■peldUl•dl■ih^/toHJW^ WBtiUiMtirothoaMttdtwolnudrid 
It li mwtfttod wllh Ipv plilM^ Iwoof ivIMi w«e tiviaftd fef 
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AKTMAM. |< 
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yon will imilo ^t my prefiuropticini whon I tell 




Mwly begtm to mnko a coUecticin of drawingi 




nd in Pennsylv&nii, or thftb occMiOQally !»*• 




eight, u the beginning, 1 tend for your 




I hopej inferior to what I iluUl produos, 




i of tho originals ftn I could mtke. One or ; ) 




find oithor in yonr nomenoUttiro, or among 




f EdwRTilB. I havo never been able to find 




n ipe&ki off nnd begin to think that it mutt • l 
though it Boems •trango that he ihould ro* 






to be «een. Any hint for promoting my pUn^ 




Kjutfl better^ I will r^c^iro from you with tnudi 
ignod every othor amaaomontf except read- 






thii deatgn, which I ahaU not give up wilh- 




ttL 




f dear friend^ without fear of ofibndtng m« , 




but not difccourag^ me. For there ii not 




Jiita one who knowi io weU what they are, 




to bo represents. In the mean time aooept 




r your happinoss— wifthea at aincere m ovot 




sathed for another* To yoor tdwke and ea<^ 




i I am indebted for thwe few tpecimenAf and 




ow. They may yet teU posterity that I waa 




friendship, and th^t to youf inspiraUoii they 




* * * * ^ \ 

< 
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LETTER Ijy. 



AlftohiM-aataiMr. 



Toiket 
HofemlMr 29, 1805. 

. . ; I hftTa been ftmnaing myself thu tome time in ftitampiiiig 
toeidi ; «nd now tend yoa a proof -eheet of mj fini performance in 
flue way. Beeo good m eommnnicele to me your own oorreotions, 
end ilioee of your young friend and pnpiL I will reoeire them ae 
a vay kind and partienlar faTonr. The drawing! whidi I alio 
aend, thai you may eompare them together, were done from birda 
in foil plamage, and in the beet order. My next attempt in etch- 
ing win perhape be better, oTerything being new to me in tlua 
I win seed yon the fint imprenion I receiTO after I finiih t^ 
plala. .... 



/' 
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LETTER LY. 



ToikeSame. 
Satorday, Jannaiy 4th, 1806. 

Mr. Wileon*s affectionate oomplimente to Mr. Bertram ; and 
aenda for hia ammement and correction another proof of hia Birde 
of the United Statea. The eolooring being chiefly done laet night, 
anist soften critidam a little. Will be thankful for my friend's 
ndfioe and correction.* 



» Tto tw« inl pliilH cf tlM OmttMifr »• tkoM urbleh the Mtlmr atehod 
mHL TWwiHgrf tab iMUkkm la kte pcw M M l oa > proof of llw llwt ont, 
khhtpRMrmaiaNlloof asHMnfilaa tt It teorfbod wttk Iht ■alhoi'A 
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f LETTER LVL 



Irho Ih 18M «»iil down to Otilo .... in » ■ 



I Being in town on Satnrd&y, I look the opportunitj <d 

|r* 1 who, in 1804, wont down lh« Ohio, with 

|on, in Ji emiill bntoau. They aomotinies ptoeeedod 
in twenty- four hourBf going often nij^hi and d^. 

awning ; and genarally slept on board the boat, 
I catching cold) or any inconvenionoe by moachatoe*, 
in the neigh bourhood of swam pi. He desctibei 
kii esceedin^ly beautiful. The object of their joumey 
I they had neither gun nor fiahing-tackle ; and paid 
Ittetiiion to natnral ohjocts. He aays the navigation 

L porfoctly easy I and attended with no basatd what- 

i>titary ad rent u re r passed ihom in a email boat^ going 

ng to New Orleans. 
|ar friend) we should be ao happy u to go togft* 

should you think of laying our design before Mr» 
Ith a view to procure his advice^ and ti-^ommonda- 
lontial charnctcra in the route? Could we procure 
lion and patronage, they would aecttro our aueoeta. 

uight suggest some imprnTementa in our plan. Had 
lupaniotij intitimtely aofiu minted with mineralogfi ^^^ 
|t to our economical plan of proceeding, it would oer- 
I the Talne of the expedition* However, this I hart 

I the newspapera^ ^^&t Mr, Je Person deaigna to em- 
I to explore the shomi of tha MiMis«ippt the enauing 
urely our ei^ertions would promote Yoa withea, 1 
larticulari that jou may riTe them the oonaideration 
1 ; and will oall upon you to deliberate further on the 
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t LETTER LVII. 

ftUckoC^aMtflrtonwIdmitJdlenoii- 'MrkNHlnniydMignof tnvmiiigov 
■ovtiMni wfld«ni6H.* • 



Toihei 
Febmaiy S, laoe. 

• . . . The endoied sketch of a letter is rahmitted for your 
opmioii, and, if approredy I must request of you the faTOur to 
•neloie it in one of your own to Mr. Jefferson. Ton see I am 
aerioos in iny design of trarersing our southern wildernesses. 
Disappointed in yoor company, I hare no hopes in another's thai 
woold add any Talue to the Ohio tour. I am therefore driTcn to 
this expedient, and I hope it will succeed. Please to let me hear 
jtNir sentiments on this affair to-morrow morning; and oblige 
yovrs, Ac • • . • 



t LETTER LTOII. 

•iBinitoly obUfvd' for *laTour»ble opiaioii* MUt to the Preaideni-' I wiU 



To (Ke Same. 
Febmaiy 6, 1806. 

I am infinitely obliged to you, my dear friend, for your 
IsTourable opinion of me, transmitted to the President. Should 
an engagement be the consequence, I will merit the character 
which you hare giren of me, or perish in the endeaTour to de- 
senreii. Accept nqr assuranoss of perpetual affection and ea- 

Tha leHsfs go off to-moRow 



w 
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To Pruidmii JnrFiMOir. 
KingMMiiigy Febnuuy t, 1808. 

,y^ Hvriog been CQgtgedy thsM Mireral ymn^ ia • 

ing mateialty and ftniihiiig diawingi from Matvn^ willi Um dU- 
■ign of puUiahiiig a neir Omithologj of the UniUd BMm of 
Amtriflis lodoftciant in tlw wodti of OttoAy, Edwaidi, aadollMr 
Buro p a aM , I have tg a fwed tbe graatac pari of our Borthani and 
aaalaRi diHrioU ; and hava coUaotad maigr biida VBdaaeribad bgr 
thaaa nafennliiU. Upwardi of ona himdrad drawinga an aom* 
pleiad; and two platea in folio already engrarad. But aa many 
beantifiil tribea fraqnant the Ohio, and the axtaniiTa oonntiy 
through which it pasaea, that probably neTor rait the Atlantte 
States; and as faithful representations of these can be taken onlj 
fromliTing nature, or from birds newly killed; I haTO planned an 
expedition down that rirer, from Pittsburg to the Mississippi, 
thenoe to New Orleans, and to eontinne my reaearohea by land in 
return to Philadelphia. I had engaged aa a companion and ai|siatant 
Mr. William Bartram of this place, whose knowledge of Botany, aa 
well as Zoology, would hare enabled me to make the beat of the 
▼oyage, and to collect many new specimens in both these depart- 
1 ments. Sketches of these were to hare been taken on tha spot ; 
and the subjects put in a state of presenration to finish our draw- 
ings from, as time would permit. We intended to set out from 
Pittsburg about the beginning of May ; and expected to raaoh 
New Orleans in September. 

But my TeneraUe fi^d, Mr. Bartram, taking into inora 
serious consideration his adranced age, being near aafanty, and 
the weakness of his eye-aight ; and 'apprehenaiTe of hia inaklily 
to encounter the fatiguea and depriTationa unaTofidabla In ao ax- 
tensiTe a tour ; haring, to my extrama rsgrat, and tha real loaaof 
aoianoa^ bean iadnoed to dadiaa tha Joomayy I had uliMlaii^y 
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abandoned the enierpriie, and all hopes of aooompliahing my pnr- 
poee; till hearing that your Ezoellenoy had it in eontemplation to 
■end traTellen thit enining Summer up the Red RiTer, the Arkan- 
aaw, and other trihotaiy ttreami of the MiauBtippi ; and beUer- 
ing that my aenricei might be of adrantage to lome of theee 
partaeiy in promoting your Ezoellenoy'e design, while the beet 
oppor tu nitiee ironld be afforded mb of procuring tnbjectt for the 
wcvk whtoh I hare lo much at heart ; tinder these impressions I 
beg leare to offer myself for any of those expeditions ; and can be 
rsady at a short notioe to attend your Exoellenoy*s orders. 

AooQstomed to the hardships of traroUing, without a family, 
and an enthnsiast in the pnrsnit of Natural History, I will de?ote 
my whde powers to merit your Exdellcnoy*s approbation ) and 
aidently wish for an opportunity of testifying the sinoerity of my 
pcofesiiona, and the deep' reneration with whioh I hare the 
iMMMmrtobe, 

Sir, 
Tour obedient sonrant, 

ALEXANDER WIL80N.« 
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*Xal Um MiMiIltst unHtkiii of hofng oonaldorpd an omtor'-poUtloi 'beget nuuij 
•nMnlen la the old Mid now world '— wltt'nok Uke part in the MebnU/ but 
*i«elto' A ipoeeh 'la the wooda'— no mmwot from the Prwtdent-lalo at 
Blcht 

To Mr, Wm . DuKOAir. 
Cray's Ferry, Feb. 20, 1800. 

.... Notwithstanding the great esteem I hsTe for your 
Judgment, in preference, many tiroes, to my own, yet I belicTe 
we are both wrong in the proposed affair of Saturday week. I hare 
not the smallest ambition of being considered an orator ; and would 
It noif by some, be construed into Tanity, or something worse, for 

• Wlboa WM pMtlealtiljr tiudoes to MoomiMnjr llke^ who oomiBoneid hto 
|«mijl^r«iitliteMtoimMnttai tks MtotosH fbr tks toareoi of tks Aitaanw, 
4ta.oathtiiiiiJair,isoa Af< 



\ 
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1 th9 wKy from thii pUcq to delirv i potitacftl lecttirtt 

n f Folitici hu begot me ta muij enetniefl, both in 
new world, and btu done me lo little good, that I- 
Lk th« leu fttu And I hiu&ngue on th^ cnbject th« 
J not »&y tHU from vny doubt I h&re of being ftble to 
hig on tbe subject, but much queetion the polity aaul 
f it. If jon &nd I nttcnd punctu&lly to the duUe* of 
lion, and miike our businoeB our plQiuure,— ejid tfa« 
nt of our pnpili, with their good g^orernment, our chief 
lur androipoctabiUty, and succom, will ajnureillj aiteod 
we neter open our lips on politic 
Lve been iomo of tny i^noctiotis einee we parted* I 
111 weigh them in your own niindf and aeqnlcaee in mf 
ff not interfering in the debritc on Saturda/, aa wi 
At the iame timo, I am rviUly pleniod to tee thi 
nt the pructioo hna producctl iu you, and would hj no 
L to tUisnAtlo yoii fixim *irmiaing and exerewing your 
Ii nmnnor; bocnm*) 1 know thnt your moderation in 
Ltd conduct will alwaya prmrvo yuu from ill will on 
Q icorei. But m it Ofinld rukl nothing to my fame, 
Imvo ftll licftrd mo of ton oiiongh on JifTorout iubjuct4 
If own, and ns it vould raiso no new frioJ^de to you, but 
old lopoi in some of your presont fricndi, I hope you 
-riU* mo that it will bo prudent to docliuo the aifair. 
I have novor hi?nrd mo dolivor any of u\y ovfu eompoii* 
lii way, t will commit a ipeoch to iHomory which I 
I Miloitown ill tlie winter of 1800, and pronounce it to 
ire are by ourtohoB in tlio wou<li, whore wo canoOend 

Lrd nothing from Washington yot, and I begin to think 

'Mr. Joffurion oxpecta a bruih with the Spauiardi, or 

^iTed our letter* ; otliorwije, ho would nevor act co 

one for whom ho ^^ "^ ^"*^*» oiteem a# for Mr, 

To hurry of bu*ine*< «>»1*^ ^*«^'° ^t. But if afTain are 

be wtiled with tip*in, tery probably th« design of 

throuffli Louijiwia wilt be suipondod. Indewi, I 

that if I t^ould n«rt bt angaged by Mr, JeffefMn, i 
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JovMj hfWKjmMfmSi at my own expMiw, at a tioM too whmi 
wo art jwt RolliiiC oar heads aboTo water, «• one may Mj, would 
■ei bo altogether good poliqr. Perhape in another year we might 
be able, withont ao modi inJQiy, to make a tour together thioagh 
pari oi the aooth-weet ootmtriei, whioh would double all the 
pleawree of the jonniqr to me. I will prooeed in the affair aa 
jott m^ think beet| notwithatanding my eager wiihea and the 
iliiiltrDnatilwiw of my preeent aituation. I write thia letter in 
the aehooDionae— peat ten at night— L.^ folka all gone to rooet* 
the iyh^ oquirrela rattling in the loft abore me, and the oata 
BipMlling in the eeOar below. ¥^ihing you a oontinuation of that 
auecem in fnaflhing which haa already done you ao modi dredit, I 
bid you lor the preee n t good-night. . • • • 



t LETTER I.XI. 



'AmMwI •dllar of RaMli New CTdopmUa'—Bodeiit nlf-aiittBMt*-* ahnt tip 
fava tiM tweet eoeneii ef ninl nature.* 

To Mr, WnuAM Bakteam. 
Fhikdelphia, April 22, 1806. 
Mt Diab Fbibnd, 

I take the liberty of informing you that, haring 
been importuned to engage as assistant editor of that oompre- 
hensire and Toluminous work, Rees*s New Cyclopcedia, now 
publishing here, and a generous salary offered me, I haTo now 
accepted of the same, and will oommonoe my new arooation on 
Monday next 

This engagement will, I hope, enable me in more ways than 
one to proceed in my intended Ornithology, to which all my 
leisure moments will be dcToted. In the meantime, I anticipate, 
with diffidence, the laborious and rery responsible situation I am 
aoon to be placed in, requiring a much more general fund of scientific 
knowledge and stronger powers of mind than I am possessed of ; 
but all these objections hare been orerruled, and I am engaged, 
in eopjunetaon with Mr. 8. F. Bradford, to oonduot the publica- 
tion. Im this puimit I win often aolidt your adfioe^ and bb 
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|t)t icijQoi of rural n&titref tu do«r to mj lotil, oon- 
»oLf the plftjuuret I iHftU enjoj in loinelimM paying 
ohAnubg Eotre»t, and jou «»itii^ dimH of 
0tng jour T0E7 iiDMra M«imI 
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|etlun of * Mr. Mlduaic ^-tin IMIi of iniifiutt-^mwl«|«» 

lii>MAj July a, leoe. 



ill be handed to yon by Mr. MiohftuXp « geatlentAo 
le chftr«et«r, tuid a diitini^tihod tiAtarmUit, who ii 
] bot^cal Teaeftr<rhM through North Ajnenett ttid 

[ the CfttftTftot of NUgnra, The ktudnew I r«oeiYed 

Qily in LS04 niAkes me do«iroUB th»t my friend, Mr, 

luld reside with you during hia Bt*y at Niag«rm ; and 

1 j«iid to hJra will be eonBidered m done to myaeif, 

ftcknowledgniant* made in por«on by me on my 

garft, which I oip&ct will be oarly next Spring, 

> good u gire Mr. Michaux tnformftticn reipooUn^ 

Itiire of the rock at the FnlU, of the burning ipring 

oint oQt to htm the place of doicent to the RApida 

any other inform atbn rospecting Ute wonderftil 

ad you. 

itey 1 made^ and the unfavourable weather I 
I waa preTeotod from finUhing my intended iketeh 
wishoi ; hut r deiign to ipend leToral week* with 
only Uke mrreti drawings, but particular deecrip- 
r thing relating to that atup«ndoui Cataract, and to 
^ complete and latiafictory account, and a better 
I of it, than haa been J«t done in the United Statea.* 
otad hit nttrn to Ifc* FUk, lA «»< 
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I luid A rovi^ jonniej home throagh the Oeneetee oountiy, 
wUdi WM eoreted with snow to the depth of fifteen inohei, and 
€oalia«ed to ell the waj to Alheny. If 70a know of eaj gentle- 
mmt in jour neighbourhood eoqnainted with botany, be io good 
M intndvee Mr. MiduHiz to them 
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Hmmiwiii iM«ly MBt, m If *mnim tnterdleUoii wero kid bj 70m- gOTflnmieiit on 
eoRnpoiMleoee to AuMrtoA*— fldiool glT«n op after ten jtKn—tngngtd hf 
Mmmm. Bndfovd on Rms'i CydoiMBdla-HMldltioM and wtoetloiM for 
America Mlary MO doDar i i d ohaaga from country to town— yellow 
forei tndopendoncw a water meloii— «ucainberB, *a— Fliil«yeoii— plnka— 
Pifaley drter-<hrld~Janiee— William Duncan— Mlleetown School— newa 
ef friends and countrymen— Charlea Orr— NIm Robb— other frienda— Arm— 
■udoua for tldinga from homo— Intended emlffratlon, adTlce on— koflnf to 
rerWt Meley—rememlinmcee-lottera promised and expected. 

To hii Father. 
Fhiladelphie, August 34, 1800. 

Mt Diab FATHmn, 

I hear ao seldom from 70a and from Scotland, my 
natiTO oonntry, that it would socm as if some interdiction were 
laid by your Goremment on correspondence to America, this 
being the second letter since I reoeiTod yours. On the 1st April 
last, I resigned a rery tronbleeome business. After teaching 
neariy ten years, I was engaged by Messrs. Bradford A Co., 
booksellers in this city, to officiate as assistant editor of a rery 
elegant edition of Rees*s New Oyclopiedia, to be comprehended 
in 22 quarto Tolumes, which they are now pubUshing, and which, 
In point of printing, engrarings, &c, will, I doubt not, fully 
equal the originaL My businees consists in reading the work 
prerioos to its going to press, and making additions and selections, 
to render the artides lespeeting Amerioa more full and interest- 

wm |«tllriMd In Am ?M Mi^ Iteee wiU^ifrafed Ttowi, whleh ara two la 
■Mb«. «Mfey a good kUs ef Am famow Oilanwtj tht "OfMl nUkT la 
■■tiiski.toa"-'-" -' 



\ 
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th« iKceU M ill Of ovEfio froin tti4 prewi viaU ih» 

i.f &c., for which I am to h^ piiid a MlAry of 900 

m. Having b«<*t] ko long oocufliom^d be radd^ 

fitry, an4 particularly doligUted with its nirftl 4i»rri»a, 

juJcrahlo n*gret to exchange it ft>r the confine* of m 

iy, where the inhabitonU aro a1mo«t yearly put to the 

1 ill at tcrriblo icourgc, Yellow Fever ; bnt where 

Approve* hAbit, Science reconcilei ni to almoit oiif 

^ though f cMXAiionolly visit the conntrj witli e kind 

am, I am yot aniuficd to iocrifice oven tKia pleMiim 

\ of itidei>endonce. This city is as ti(?aUhy it preeeni 

and all fear of a viait from the f«t^or thti aeooon is 

^rything Li in abundance, particularly fnuti and 

A water melon that meosiired 13 imohea in diameter 

, and weighed upwardi of thirty poiindi^ woe pur- 

^ Lady of the house where I board for nine oenti, or 

fuoe of Britiih money, Oucumbere have been o^uoUy 

than sixpence (British) per hxishel ; and peaches^ 

8^ &c.f are also extremely cheap. TheMi in thi« 

i part of the nooensaries of life. Flour rates about 

[*half dollort per baehel I hoard from John Ftnlayson 

that lUl the family were well ; and I hod the*" 

eoeiving from him about sir weeks ago tome of the 

1 1 ever saw, and which were greatly admired by our 

bnBU here. I did not omit thii opportunity of roiatng 

[ition of the jhta of my native country, by assuring 

Kette wore but apeoimena of the inferior ftort^ and far 

' othere of lai^er lice and richer colour, whi^ the 

little village called the Soodtulli of Paisley producee 

«t luxuriance. I heard a few weeka ago from my 

who resides with her three yoiingeat children in 

[leit who is now thirteen or fourteen, supportt hii 

the wntes me that she lives very comfortably. All 

in or near thii <i\ijs William, by indefatigable appU- 

aoquind a good education, it well Tersed in 

L and writei vety iuperior to what I have eTer been 

1 He hoi been engaged ainee October m tooeher of the 
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Milesftoim School where I retidud so long, Mid he hM attained the 
diaracter of an excellent teacher and worthy man, which he truly 
merita. He will write to you soon himsolf ; 'at least, he pro- 
niaed so to me when T kkvt hint last. His- brother lives in the 
neighbourhood and follows the wearing, and goes occasionally io 
•diool to his brother, as I am extremely anxious ho should rise 
abore his present humble drudgery. We hear nothing of thdr 
father. His conduct' furnishes an instance of parental depravity 
unexampled by anything I have known or read of, in rearing a 
moat promising family, transporting them to a foreign country, 
and leaving them there to* perish, while he himself cohabit with 
guilt, poverty, and infauiy in Ireland. But I have no doubt the 
lash of remorse has already severely punished his unparalelled 
inhumanity, and I wish never to see him. If you know where 
Mr. Chacles Orr is, or have an opportunity of seeing him, I wish 
you would inform him of the following particulars, viz., that Miss 
Mary Robb is msrriod to Captain Campbell ; that poor Briden, 
the compositor, has been struck with the palsy ; that Mr. Todd 
and Mr. , his old landlord, died of the yellow fever ; and 

that the whole of the beautiful range of buildings where he lived 
in Dock Street have been destroyed by fire ; that Logan, the 
stonecutter, died of a consumption ; that Edwin and Lawson, the 
engineers, are both married ; that I boarded at the veiy house 
where I parted from him on his return to Britain. These circum- 
stances, though uninteresting to you, will be otherwise to him ; 
and I know of no other way of commniiicatiiig them, as he hns 
never written me, and as I have nu idea of where he is, or whetlier 
he be alive or dead. I am extremely anxious to hear from you, 
and David, I hope, will not neglect to write, particularly on the 
receipt of this. I had promised myself much pleasure from 
David's correspondence, but neither he or any of my relatives 
have written me these two yean except yourself. You oonld not 
oblige me more than inform me of the changes that have taken 
pbice among my old acquaintances in Paisley and the Seedhills, 
and the state and improvements of my native town. Next to the 
welfan d yourself and my step-mothtr,' these particulars would be 
ntraMy agiwabU. Sevml of my old ffiMida, I ondmlandp 
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jlkiEig of coming to AmeHoi, bnt wuli pennwion tod 

] tho«e on thij lide of the Atkntic. Bni thu u ft 

much delicacy, thftt thoo^ who hftvo oac« doUft tt 

tU ialdom do it agAin. And jet I do not know m 

|iioni Scotimnn in ilio oounky but U bi much better 

i than he ever oxperienoed in BritAin. The in]«chl«f 

gonenLlly difBcnlttai to itinnonnt on their fini 

|h, together ^ith the propovscuioh in tAtmr of their 

* and ita hubitap customs, &c.^ so n&tural to nuuxy, 

erabitter their enjoyment,. Hfid make them feel 

lie to tbo€c by whoso persuasion they left their homM, 

ue excoptionjj however, md thebettwAjis forereiy 

i inch A matter of consdenc« for bimMlL KoUilof 

J me more plensnre: than to spend ft few weekt in 

Ire, however, I f«ar I would find time, denth, abeenoftp 

lie me n gteJitor stnvngcr and less known thnn in Philft* 

in present my affectionate complimente to-mj 

Id, to Thomns Wdthcrapoon, to John Bell and Ihincan 

1 to siater Pp^', Jcunj and Janet, and particularly to 

■her, I nm Iiappy to ho-'u- thai William Urie is doinf^ 

IsettW «o near y^m. He .and 1 n light meet at the 

Lley, I Jtm peraua^^od, and not hare the least recoil eo- 

fother What havoc tirao,.war, oppression* &Cj Acj 

\nkind . ,* » - ^^^ dopriving thorn of what oon- 

tweotcst enjoyments nf human life— the »ocial inter- 

ae-loved friend *t parents, (vnd relations. You may 

I soon hearing fn-m me ftgmn more particularly, whicli 

ill prevent me fn>m but ^^ant of health. BunintM 

fclose and oonatant attendance, I keep little or no 

Ld to hear fro"^ ^^Y *^°*^ father will be to me the 

i • pleaee to direct to the core of Mr. Somnel 

Ckielle'. Third Stmt, PhU«le!phU. 

[ I remain, 

^ Your Tery affectionate Sonp 

ALKXANDKR WILSON- 
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t- LETTER LXIV. 
*PlMC-dM0l' oCprapMtu «f the Oralthology— tai pmaolt «f Urdt-Blieluneii 



To Mr. Wm . Bart&am. 
Pflii.ADBi.raiA, 8th April, 1807. 

. . . Endoied is a proof-sheet of oar prospectus ; m soon as 
the impressions are thrown off on fine paper, I will transmit one for 
Mr. Li This afternoon Mr. Lawson is to haTe one of the plates 
eompletely finished ; and I am going to set the copper-plate printer at 
work to print each bird in its natural colours, which will be a great 
adTantage in colouring, as the black ink will not then itain the 
fine tints. We mean to bind in the prospectus at the end of the 
next half Tolume, for which purpose twenty-five hundred copies 
are to be thrown off ; and an agent will be appointed in every 
town in the Union. The prospectus will also be printed in all the 
newspapers, and ererything done to promote the undertaking. 

I hope you hare made a beginning, and have already a collec- 
tion of heads, bills, and claws, delineated. If this work should 
go on, it will be a five years' affair ; and may open the way to 
something more extensive; for which reason I am anxious to hare 
yon with me to share the harvest. 

I started this morning, by peep of day, with my gun, for the 
purpose of shooting a nnthatch. After jumping a hundred fences, 
and getting orer the ancles in mud, (for I had put on my shoes 
lor lightness), I found mjrself almost at the junction of the 
Schuylkill and Delaware, without success, there being hardly half 
an acre of woodland in the whole neck ; and the nuthatch generally 
frequents large-timbered woods. I returned home at eight o'clock, 
after getting completely wet, and in a profuse perspiration, which, 
oontrary to the maxims of the doctors, has done mo a great deal 
of good ; and I intend to repeat the dose, except that I shall leave 
ovt the ingrudient of the wet feet, if otherwise convenient Were 
I to pMoribt snoh a remedy to Lawioa, he wonld be rmidy to think 






timsa. 



141 



4odenkt«, nAj, eren pretijr ier«re «E9rdM, ii the b«ct 
itho world for MdenUiy p«opla, and oaght not to b« 
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UitRi Hud rvcoUecUcmi of ' J01lrUttl■Ftemdl•t'- 



i «| 



|f^ Same, 

April », ISOT, 

Irocoipt ot yonn of the 11th in>t. in ^h\th jou »p- 
liEitendoil pnblictLtion of AmoricAn Omithobgy, gAte 

liqfFvction ; muI your prtmiiiio of bofriciidini^ tiio m the 
^npt coiomamlft my unfeigned gratitudo. From the 
I h&va liit43ly had^ of enLmining into tho workv of 
Ivho ha?e treated of th'iM putt of our natunl history, 1 
that none of thom Imve bestowed such uiinnie Atten* 
mbject BM you yoursolf ha^e done. Indeed, thej hAvtt 
lor© Ihwa copied your nomoncl&ture uid'obierfAtionij 
1 to your authority. To have you, therefore^ to eon- 
Ihe courso of thia great publication I oonsider m niott 
pen nuspicious circuiiiatance ; and 1 hope you will, on 
j be a rigid censor, and kind monitor, whcnerer yon 
kting from tha beautioa of nature^ or the truth of dn- 



' read and reflect upon the anhject, the more ^ 

Tith the 9pt€ific namea which have bean uied by al- 
l-riter. A name should, if po«sible, be expreiaiv^ of 
[irity in colour, eon formation, or habit ; if it will 

' to two difieront ipocies, it i» certainly an improper 
|rti(drinj an cpvihot peculiarly appUoable to the fobin 7 

lly ao to almoit every ipooiot of turdut w« h«T« t 
n applied by Temiant to our luge tUkk ot nuU 
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batdi, which ia oertainlj a different epedei from the Enropem, 
Ihe latter being deetitote of the black head, neck, end ehoalders 
d oun. Latham caDa it earoHnensis, but it ia aa much an inhabi- 
tant of PennaylTania and New Tork aa Carolina. The email red- 
bellied 9Ula ia called eanademU by Latham, a name equally objeo- 
tkmaUe with the other. Turdua minor aeema alao improper ; in 
abort I oonaider thia part of the buaineaa aa peculiarly perplexing; 
and I beg to hare your opinion on the matter, particularly with' 
nqwct to the birda I hare mentioned, whether I ahall hazard a 
new nomenclature, or, by copying, aanction what I do not ap- 
prore of. 

I hope you are in good health, enjoying in your little Faradiae 
the adTancea of the Spring, ahedding learea, buda and bloaaoma, 
around her; and bringing in her train choira of the aweeteat aong- 
atera that earth can boaat of; while every zephyr that playa around 
yon breathea fragrance. Ah! how different my aituation in thia 
delii^ifnl aeaaon, immured among muaty booka, and compelled 
to forego the harmony of the woods for the everlasting din of the 
city ; the.Tery face of the blessed hearena involred in aoot, and 
interrupted l^ walla and chimney-tn;>8. But if I don't launch out 
into the wooda and fielda oftener than I haye done these tweWe- 
montha, may I be tranaformed into a «treet muaidan. . . . 



t LETTER LXVI. 

* Sattiiif oat* for the Isalsni Btstss— prospaetos tnd nbKrtben. 

To ih€ 8am€. 
V Philadelphia, Sept 21, 1806. 

"^ . • . . In a few minutea I aet out for the Eaatem Statea, 
thiougji Boeton to Maine, and back through the State of Ycarmont, 
ia aeareh of birda and aubacribera. I regret that I hare not hwm* 
able to apend aa erening with you before my departure. But I 
ahall hare a better atock of adTonturea to relate after my return. 

I aead aeopy of the pro^ieetua, and my beat wiahea for the happi- 
Miioftha^holalaniay. I leat* my bofit behiad, and go by the 



A 



Itt 



■li^ooMhv M being tiiilMttifoiibliioiM. Ikoptio 
eofiHui la my tovr, Um ImmI ag r eaa bk ol wbkli will, I hutf b»— 
thftllluiTe bertofirdlagvMil deal oUabov and t^MM to Unto 
porpoM. BataUtlMMtliiiiitwfflBokpvwr«BlaalirQM«4ofii|^ 
m I paM along, tha i^ociova Imm of Hatna^ sad bar atoinbto . 
tModnelipiia, wbUa I bava ^jaa to aaa^ and laala and in%Biaal to 
apptaaiaia tbauL 
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* AtoMad njring Muthlnff tlllMr good orlMd m to«ioo«ngtaMBll havtatl vttk* 
-« I ihan Boi ■» dtfim wHb folded haaak' 

To a Friend. 
Boiion, October 10, 1806. 

.... IbftTeparpoMlyaToidedaayingmnjibingeitbergood 
or bad, on the enoouragement I bare met witb. I iball only aaj, 
tbat among tbe many tbooBandi wbo bare examined my book, and 
among tbese were men of tbe fint obaracier for taite and liters* 
tore, I bare beard notbing bnt ezpreMiona of tbe bigbeat admira- 
tion and esteem. If I bare been mistaken in pnbliabing a work 
too good for tbe oountry, it ia a faolt not likely to ba aoon va- 
peated, and will pretty aererely oorreot itaelf. Bnt wbaterer may 
be tbe result of tbese matters, I sball not sit down witb f oldad 
bands, wbilst anytbing can be done to cany my point : ainea God 
belps tbem wbo balp tbemselTea. I am fixing ooc r a a po u dania 
in erery oomer of tbeaa northern r^giona, like so auuiy paokala 
and oatposts, so tbat soaroely a tort» or tU sbaU ba able to paaa 
along, from New York to Oaaadai bat I sball gat intalUgaMa of 
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TmIom adfiotiirvt-ColoiMnk la '■U8»«Meh*-'«iiJo3r«drld«*-'sood-bft'ai 
PriBoeUm-Dn Smith uid MlMUi-EUnbetlitowB-irewtfk-ycw Yoik- 
NbtcHpliiNM for tht ' Oraittiology '— ' ColambI** Oo P eg» a ftnow-eoontiTBUUi 
—NtwlMtTMi I7 ft pftclwt-Hellfftto 'ft ptaoe I had no iatontioD of eftUlng ftlta 
my low'— the Sandftj of New BngbuMl^' wooden ipine * infested with wood- 
pednn* fbrmerlj-Utemtl-MlddletoB-'niniter-dftj' and ft Ikir-Mr. A. 
wefnl-HMiford-notioed in the newepft p ew In ndecftpo-Meetlng-honieft-- 
'town 'and' township *-«choolirpoor-Uwyen*iWftna*^'iteftdyhftMte' ▼. 
I'-Boston-'Bnnlm'i SiU'-'piUar of hHeks' the memento. 



To Hr. D. H. Millae. 
BotUm, October 13, 1806. 



DmAmBiMf 

I ArriTod hora on Sundny laat, after varioua adTenturea, 
the particuUrt of which, as well as the obsonrntions I have had 
leiioro to make upon the passing scenery around me, I shall en- 
deavour, as far as possible, to ounipross into this letter, for your 
owa satisfaction, and that of my friends who may be interested 
lor my welfare. My company in the stage coach to New York 
were all unknown to me, except Ool. S., who was on his route 
to Fort OswegOi on Lake Ontario, to take command of the troops 
Intended to be stationed on that part of the frontier, to pro- 
Tcnt evasions of the embargo law. The sociable dbpositioii 
and affability of the Colonel made this part of the journey 
pass very agreeably, for both being fond of walking, whenever the 
driver stopped to water, or drink grog, which was generally every 
iU or eight miles, we set out on fooi, and sometimes got on several 
miles before the coach overhauled us. By this method we enjoyed, 
our ride, and with some little saving of horseflesh, which I know 
joa wiU approve of. At Princeton I bade my fellow travellers 
goodbye, as I had to wait upon the reverend dooton of the college. 
X look «y book OBder 0^ anil, pal stvetal eopiee of Ibt pfoepeeittfl 
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Iket, mnd wftlk«d tip to thia tpiicioiia uQotuif^ of liiar- 

luld amuie ^ou with tozii« oimy r^dection* on thii oooft- 

pm will not permit Dr. Smith , the prietident, md Dr. 

QfuflOT of N«turil Histoijf wens the onlj' two I found 

iThe I&tter iiiTit^d me to te&, and both w«re tDUoh 

purpiited with tho app«ftnnce of ibo work, 1 «ipect«d 

ome Tftluable information from McLean, on th« omi^ 

Iho co^ntrjf but I soon found, to mj a>toni«hnaetit| 

cly know a apatri^tti from a t«H>rf|wdtfr, At hta par* 

atp I left a ipecttn«Q of the pUtei with him ; and from 

lbetw«<3n u», I hAve hopot that ho wilt puf more atton- 

J department o! hia profeiiion than h« ha* hitherto 

iit^ teveral other Uterarj charaeten ; atidf at about 

^ht ihd Pilot oomingf up, I took my pAMftge in it to 

vi«kf which we reaehwl ai midnight^ and where I 

I went to bed. 

Imrtniin^ wa« spont in TJtiting tbo few gentlemen who 
patronise my undertnktiig, I hnd another taak of 
nd nt KU^abetbtown ; ami, without tiring you with 
voiild Oil a volume^ I »hall only iftj that I reached 
; day, having grntiHod the ciirioiity^ and feaitod the 
l^at niimbcir of ponplo, who repaid ma with the motfc 
ompUinonti, which I would have very willingly ei* 
^ fo* niinple ifubitrtipfinnt, 1 ^pont nearly the whole 
[n Newivrk, whoro my tumk rvttrAOtud m mmiy iit«reri 
, Tnaiiimoth would havo done ; ftnd I arrived iti New 
puo ovoning. Tho uoxt day £ wrote a number of 
flitif^ enpioi of the proBpoetu*, to dilforent goiitlernen 
J tho afternoon of Tucidny I took my book^ and waited 
|eie gentlemen to whom I had written the pnieoding 
thoio r found aomo friendif but more admirartt 
of Columbia College expreiiod much eetoom for 
hoc. The profeuor of langpioKetr bemtf a Sootchmanr 
|iI«onf ieemed to feel all the pride of national parti* 
pon to hii eoiintryiueu i and would hare done ta% 
[ hii power* I ipent the whole of thii week traven- 
^t from one partiealor houet to aiioth«r» till, I belitrtp 

T 
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I became almost m well knuwu as tho pnblio orier, or the dork of 
the markoty for I could frequently porceiTO gentlemen point me 
ont to others as I passed with my book under my arm. 

On Sunday morning, October 2, I went on board a packet for 
New Haven, distant about ninety miles. The wind was favour- 
■ble, and carried us rapidly through ^ellgate, (a place I had no 
intention of calling at in my tour) on the other side of which we 
found upwards of sixty Tessels beating up for a passage. The 
Sound here, between Long Island and the main, is narrowed to 
less than half a mile, and filled with small islands, and enormous 
rocks under water, among which the tide roars and boils Tiolently, 
and has prored fatal to many a seaman. At high water it is 
nearly as smooth as any other place, and can then be safely 
passed. The country, on the New York side, is ornamented with 
handsome yillas, painted white, and surrounded by great num- 
bers of Lombardy poplars. The breeze increasing to a gale, in 
eight hours from the time we set sail the high red-fronted moun- 
tain of New Haven rose to our yiew. In two hours more we 
landed ; and, by the stillness and solemnity of the streets, recol- 
lected we were in New England, and that it was Sunday, which 
latter circumstance had been almost forgotten on board the packet- 
boat 

This town is situated upon a sandy plain ; and the streets are 
shaded with elm trees and poplars. In a large park or common, 
ooTered with grass, and crossed by two streets, and several foot 
paths, stand the church, the State house and college buildings, 
which last are one hundred and eighty yards in front. From 
these structures rise four or five wocnfon spires, which, in former 
time, as one of the professors informed me, were so infested by 
woodpeckers, which bored them in all directions, that to preserve 
their steeple from destruction, it became necessary to set 
people, with guns, to watch and shoot these invaders of the sanc- 
tuary. Just about the town the pasture-fields and com look well, 
but a few miles off, the country Ib poor and ill cultivated. 

The liUraU of New Haven received me with politeness and re- 
apeoi ; and after making my usual rounds, which occupied a day 
aada hal^ I Ml off lor Ifiddletown, twenty-two miles distant. 
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plfvti<»a whob ttijldi waro entiroly oororod irlth iAnd^ aot 
vc^^eutbn to bQ 10011^ lUco •ome p«rtB of New Jen«|^* 
iddlotoimp lioir«rer, tho oouittrj is r«ftlljr bomutifal— ilM 
and bote I fint law tho Hr«r Oonaoetiout, ikvldilog 
cjvit lido of ihfl iown» whi«li oonmiita of ono tvtj br>otd 
h rowt of ilnu on Moh «d«» On eotefiag I found th# 
1 vith troopa, it boiDg nuutainUy ; And I ooonted 
1 Kiid fifty harMi ftnd six hnndrod foot, aII in uniform, 
ryi the »treet wero chockod up with wagons , o«Tt«, Kitd 
nys, fillod with breads roiiat boef, fowli, cheote, liquon, 
cidor, and turn bottlet. Some were •injfing ont^ 
, boct br&nd yon eT«T put into ycmr A^4i^ / " otliiri ia 
uting, ** Here*! tJie rotmd and lonnd gtngerbrewl t bumA 
gr^rbremi I" In erne pli«e I obeerred a tow of tw««^ 
untry girU, drawn np with tiieir boeki to ft fenae, ani 
fellowa iuppljing them witli roHi of bread from » 
tUlt^ which they ate with a hearty appetite, keeping 
time with their grindort, aa the militta did with their 
In itiotber plaoo the crowd had furraed a ring, within 
\y danced to the catgut icrapingB of an old negro. The 
looked on mih m much ^rarity u if they were liitening 
m ; and the dancors labonred with iu«h teriouAneaa, that 
more Uke a peaance impiiwd on the poor devili, for paat 
ynere amoseiuent. , * , * , 

i on e Mr. A. of this town ; and by him I wac rntto- 
voral othen. He abw fumi«hed me with a good deal , 
Toapecting the bird* of New England. He ia a 



he 



Irtflinftn-^ ^^^ 



of fortune and education^and hae a oon- 



niimbor of stuffed birdii, iome of wMch he ga^e me, be- 
to seTeral gentlemen of influeneo in Boeton. I en- 
"t« recommnBe him in the b«et manner 1 oonld, and 
^mrrontetotlienoTth-eeat, The oo^tiy between 
«^^f ^ {ji extremely beantiful, much reaemblmg that 

roii*"^ r ^ J ]^ ^ immenee proepeot of the 
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from EMton^lmtlatsooTered with woods. On leaching Hirtford» 
I waiiad on Mr. Q,, a member of CongreM, who recommended me 
to ie?eral othen, particnUrly a Mr. W., a gentleman of tatte and 
fortune, who was extremely obliging. The publisher of a news- 
paper here expressed the highest admiration of the work, and has 
nnce paid many handsome compliments to it in his publication, as 
three other editors did in New York, tins is a species of cur- 
lenqr that will neither purchase plates, nor pay the printer ; but, 
nerertheless, it is gratifying to the vanity of an author — when 
nothing better can be got My journey from Hartford to Boston, 
through Springfield, Worcester, Ac, one hundred and twenty- 
eight mOes, it is impossible for me to detail at this time. From 
the tame I entered Massachusetts until within ten miles of Boston, 
which distance is nearly two-thirds the length of the whole State, 
I took notice that the principal features of the country were stony 
mountains, rocky pasture fields, and hills and swamps adorned 
with pines. The fences, in every direction, are composed of 
strong stones ; and, unless a few straggling, self-planted, stunted 
apple trees, oTergrown with moss, deserye the name, there is 
hardly an orchard to be seen in ten miles. Every six or eight 
miles you come to a meeting-honse, painted white, with a spire. 
I could perceive Uttle difference in the form or elevation of their 
steeples. 

The people here make no distinction between ioum and toumaKip; 
and travellers frequently asked the driver of the stagecoach, 
** What town are we now in ? " when perhaps we werw upon the 
top of a miserable barren mountain, several miles from a house. 
It is in vain to reason with the people on the impropriety of this— 
custom makes every absurdity proper. There is scarcely any cur- 
rency in this country but paper, and I solemnly declare that I do 
not recollect having seen one hard dollar since I left New York. 
Bills even of twenty-five-cents, of a hundred different banks, 
whose very names one has never heard of before, are continually 
in drenlation. I say nothing of the jargon which prevails in the 
ooontry. Their boasted schools, if I may judge by the state ol 
liMir school-houses, are no better than our own. 

lAwjsn twam in eveiy town, like loonsts ; almost tveij door 
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Ird Ofiwe pdnted UTer il, which, Hk« the web of ft tpi4er» 

I the pluoe where the ipoiler lurki for hif pr«j* There is 

improTemeDt m tgrtculture ; in Gftj" milea I ^id ii(>t 

[le gi^in or Uubble field, thoagh the cxvuntiy hmm 

jed uid settled IheM one hundred »nd fiftjr jr«&re. In 

I fC«a4f sr hahiU of » great portion of the inhftbltAtiti of 

I of New Englutd through which I pAued, seem to b« 

\w bickerings, and .... A mtti here m a* maoh 

being eoen w&lking the ttreeti on Sundi^, nnlaift in 

etu ruing from cbuTchi M mAiijr would be of bfling i 



IpproAch BottOQ the country improTei in iCa appear- 

JstoDo fenoea give pUoe to those of po«t« And nill ; Uia 

ace wide And apMioua ; and everTthing tnnonnoM m 

ee of refinement ^nd eiTUiution* It wai d*rk wh«ii 

etoUj of which I ahUl give you lotne aoeount in my 

viaited the celebrated Bunker's HiU^ and no darout 

l&r appronchod the eacred tomb of his holy prophet with 

I enthuaia«in^ and profound t aeration, than I felt in 

J graaa-grown intrenchmenta of thia hallowed ipot» niftde 

ly t]t« bravery of thoae heroea who defended it, whose 

(ow mingled with ita aoU, and of whom a iike«n, beggarij 

\ ii aU the memento. .... 
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[i-^i^tuf ta John Ad*iM— Bualjsr'i HlQ-ntorwiti— tTntrvnilr ■! 
?'■ tod Ali'K, 

To the Sam«, 
i^ennont, October 36, 1808. 



ote yoa two or three weeka ago from Boeion, whara I 
. a week, A Mr. S., formerly prtrata lecretaiy to John 
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Adamiy intiodiioed mt to many of the fint nnk in the plAoe, 
whoee infliienee pioooied me an aoquaintnnce with others ; and I 
jomnied thioos^ the itreets of Boston with my book, as I did si 
Kew York and other places, Tisiting all the literary characters I 
eonld find access ta 

I spent one morning examining Bunker's Hill, accompanied by 
Lieatenant Miller and Sergeant Carter, two old soldiers of the 
rerolnticn, who were both in that celebrated battle, and who 
pointed oat to me a. great number of interesting places. The 
biother of General Warren, who is a respectable physician of 
Boston, became Tery much my friend, and related to me many 
other matters respecting the engagement. 

I visited the Unirersity at Cambridge, where there is a fine 
' libraiy, bnt the most tnmnltuous set of students I erer saw. 

Fnmi the top of Bunker's Hill, Boston, Charlestown, the ocean, 
isUnds, and adjacent country, form the most beautifully Taried 
pcospect I erer beheld. 

The streets of Boston are a perfect labyrinth. The markets are 
dirty ; the fish market is so filthy that I will not disgust you by a 
description of it Whererer you walk, you hear the most hideous 
howling, as if some miserable wretch were expiring on the wheel 
at erery comer ; this, howerer, is nothing but the draymen 
shouting to their horses. Their drays are twenty-eight feet long, 
drawn by two horses, and carry ten barrels of flour. From Boston 
I set out for Salem, the country between swampy, and in some 
phces the most barren, rocky, and desolate in nature. Salem is a 
neat little town. The whanres were crowded with ressels. One 
wharf here is twenty hundred and twenty-two feet long. I stayed 
here two days, and again set off for Newburyport, through a rocky, 
uneoItiTated, sterile country. 

I trmTeDed on throo|^19'ew Hampshire, stopping at STcry place 
when I was likely to do any business ; and went as far east as 
Portland in Maine, where I staid three days, and the Supreme 
Oooii being then sitting, I had an opportunity of seeing and con- 
\ with people from the remotest boundaries of the United 
lift this qoarter, and reosiTed much interesting infonnatioQ 
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|eiti ui rogani to the binlv th«t titqm#Mm* tiartbem 
From Portl&nd I dir«ctvd my 0(;iitii hIM theoofmtiy, 
'ciiry uTag« gleni, «nd mo^Qt*in« ooT«rttd witli ptAM utd 
l^^ mmid whose block ind hftK-bumt tnmki Ui« «vttrlatttii|g 
Itid itonei, thftt oorer this coantty, "gnntied hoTTiblj,** 
lodrcd ind Gft j-Hveu miles bronghi no to Dutmooth 

I NevhiinpKhiTfif on the Vermont hn^. Hen t p4id my 
fB %o the rsTcrend f others of literfttuM, «od m«t inih a 
U obli^t)^ reception. Dr. Wheelock, the preeidvnif niAdb 
tt hifl t»ble, ftnd the profusion Tied with «mIi oUivr lo 

t te be in Albany in fire doyi^ and if tb# Lc^uUtui^ b« 

II ihftll be detained porhape three diyi thmew In eight 
Ire I hope to be in PhiUdelphik. t bmra kbomwl vith tbft 
I knight errant in exhibiting thie book of mlue, wherever 

|tr*Telliiig with it, like a beggar with hu banUing, from 
I town* *"^ ^™"^ **"® oountiy to another. 1 hare been 
Ivith pmiMS— with complmienta and kindneeeee-^hakeii 
pieces in itEige caachca i hiTo wandered among strannerm, 
the O'b *nti Ah'a, and telling the aatne itory a thousand 
Jor— and for what ? Ay, that's it I Yon are roiy anxiotia 
I and yon shall know the whole when I reach Philadelphiv 
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■It; . tjjo ^,nlr objcftSon *h" bom the lum of ods hundred aiid 

r.Br«iolph'-'Y.iit«' rmthar b**«d In mr «t«tii'^'tww Inindnd 
■ ^^ind PflHQrrlT4iiiV^B«toa. "l^iiff wc«.dflii btMff«'-Bimk«r^ 

I Alm^i>«R Lawson. 
y, 5oTejnher % i&OS- 

Rm 
H.TiiW • fO" '•^'"* moawiU »1 dupoMl, I wUl 
htm to jroor ierw* f» P™* y" ' •''•*^ ol iMM cip. 
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GumstanoM in my long litenry pilgrimage^ not mentioned in my 
ktlen to Mr. Miller. And in the firtt place, I ought to thank 
joa for the thoaianda of oompliments I have received for my 
birday from penona of all descriptiona, which wore chiefly due 
to the taate and akill of the engraver. In ahort, the book, in all 
ita parta, ao far exceeda the ideaa and expectationi of the firat 
Uteraij charaetera in the eaatem aection of the United Statea, aa 
to oommand their admiration and reapeot. The only objection 
haa been the anm of one hundred and twenty dollars, which, in 
innamerable inatanoea, haa riaen like an evil geniua between me 
and my hopea. Tet I doubt not but when thoae oopiea aubacribed 
lor are deUrered, and the book a little better known, the whole 
mimber will be diapoeed of, and perhapa encouragement given to 
go on with the reat To effect thia, to me, moat deairable object, 
I hare encountered the fatiguea of a long, circuitoua, and expen- 
aiTO journey, with a xeal that haa increaaed with increaaing 
difficultiea ; and aorry am I to aay that the whole number of aub- 
acribera which I have obtained amounta only to forty-one. 

While in New York I had the curioaity to call on the celebrated 
anthor of the " Righta of Man.'* He Uvea in Greenwich, a ahort 
way from the city. In the only decent apartment of a amall indif- 
ferent-looking frame honae, I found thia extraordinary man, 
Bitting wrapt in a night gown, the table before him covered with 
newapapera, with pen and ink beaide him. Paine'a face would 
have excellently auited the character of Barddph ; but the pene- 
tration and intelligence of hia eye beipeak the man of geniua, and 
of the world. He complained to me of hia inability to walk, an 
exerciae he waa formerly fond of ; — ^he examined my book, leaf by 
leaf, with great attention-T-deaired me to put down hia name aa a 
anbacriber, and, after inquiring particularly for Mr. P. and Mr. 
B., wiahed to be remembered to both. 

My journey through almoat the whole of New England haa 
imther lowered the Tankeea in my eateem. Except a few neat 
academlea, I found their achoolhouaea equally ruinoua and deaerted 
with oiira 'flelda oovered with atonea— atone fencea — aorubby oaka 
■ad pme m m wr et ched oroharda— acaroely one grain field in 
r nilVii th» tavttna along the load dirty, aad flllad with 
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«, bxy, And ivo bmnirod 7W* bdund ^hm 

in agricalturiJ impr^vtiatnU. I tvmT«ii«d thm 

Irdenng tli« nrer Comtcctieut for n«uij two hopdrpd 

i^unUuKi mm on ttith«r aide^ BomatitiiQi thtna, iix, at 

I iiput, tlM ipafift btttwMa abiMNi ftHofMlMr tfittTkl t 

f «rtLl«^ \mi noi Kalf cultivmUd* 7^«m aoma projadiiig 

[ kid tmmexue proi|>«cU of tl^ lonoosiimg oountHeai 

\ dcthed in pin«, bemlock, and aertibbj 0*^4 

I in tho « Tuning whan I eiit«f«d Boaton, and, wldrllqf 

k nATTow, lighted iti««ta« «r fmther Unia, I eoald form 

1 in) perfect id«« of ihm town. Eaj^Ij iha naxi morning^ 

1 aoa wliMv I waa^ I aooglit out ibe way to Baaeon HU^ 

I p«xi of Ilia low% and wheaoe jfom look down on tlw 

I houiaa-^a bajr inUnpanad witb likiida 4li# Oi«ia 

hundiog oonntrf, and dtiUnt momilaina of Nmr Him^ 

I the most dnftiUr obJMsta are th« long wood«n bddg««, 

_her@ are iiTo or lii, somo of them thre^-q^artan of a 

luiniting the townB of Bo&toti and Choi^lastown with aa^ 

1 with the main Innd. I looked roond with an eag«T «y^ 

Inence bo justly col eb rated in the hittoiy of the raFolo* 

] United Stateif Bunker*! Hill, but I oonld s^e nobbing 

think deaerring of the name, till a gantleErym, who itood 

[ out a whit« monument upon a haighl bayond Oharla»< 

ho B(ud WM the place. I explored uiy way tbith«r, 

kying much attention to other pBjaing obj^eta ; andp in 

Atredta of ChnrleBtown, was astonished and huH at 

ti-ouGo with which the inhabitonti directed me to the 

|iu<iuired if there were any person still Uring bare who 

the battle f And I was directed to a Mr. Miller, wbo 

an&nt in this momor&bU afiHiir, He U « man of about 

t, remarkably fresh coloured, with a heDign and mai^y 

1 introduced myself without ceremony— shook hia 

I BinooTe cordiality f and said, with soma warmth, that I 

I of the honour of meeting with one of the heroea of 

I Hill — the first unconquerable champions of their 

JHe looked at me, praised my hand in luS| and his lean 

T 
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iatlMitlj gliftMied in hii eyoa, which m inttMitly called up 
oorretponding ones in mj own. In our wajr to the place, he called 
on a Mr. Oartor, who, he mid, wna alio in the action, and might 
recollect tome cironmatancoi which he had forgotten. With theae 
two Teterana I apont throe houra, the moat intoroating to roe of 
any of my life. Aa they pointod ont to mo the route of the 
Britlah^the American entronchmcnta^the place where the 
gr««atoai alanghtcr waa made— the apot where Warren foil, and 
where he waa thrown amid hoapi of the dead, I felt aa thongh 1 
eoald hare encountered a whole battalion myaolf in the aame 
glorioua cauae. The old aoldiora were highly delighted with my 
•nthuaiaam ; we drank a glaaa of wine to the memory of the illna- 
trioua dead, and parted almost with regret. 

nrom Boiton to Portland, in the District of Maine, you are 
almost always in the neighbourhood, or within sight of, the 
Atlantic The country may be called a more skeleton of rocks, 
and fields of sand, in many places entirely destitute of weed, 
ezeopt a few low scrubby junipers, in others coverod with pines of 
m diminutire growth. On entering the tavern in Portland, I took 
vp the newspaper of the day, in which I found my song of jPres- 
4om and Peae*, which I afterwards hoard read before a numerous 
company (for the Supreme Court was sitting), with great emphaais, 
■a a most excellent song ; but I said nothing on the subject. 

From Portland I steered across the country for the northern 
parts of Vermont, among barren, savage, pine-covered mountains, 
through regions where Nature and art have done infinitely less to 
make it a fit residence for man than any oountry I ever traversed. 
Among these dreary tracts I found winter had already commenced, 
and the snow sevend inches deep. I called at Dartmouth College, 
the president of which, as well as of all I visited in New England, 
anbscribed. Though sick with a severe cold, and great fatigue, I 
continued my route to this place, passing and calling at great num- 
bers ol small towna in my way. 

The Legialature is at present in session— the newspapers have 
to-day taken notice of my book, and inaerted my advertisement— 
I ahall call on the principal people— employ an agent among aomo 
ol the bookaeUen in Albany, and retom homo by New Terk. • 
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RkMrli oT^'oiM biMi houM' 1mll4liit--'«it AwMwl mrt ii< mm ^ 
kindlj*^ 'Mot taagwittoiMiii to Viigtitlt'- a M ium wi «i4 Aliiiiitfc 

2b ifr. D. U. MiLLim, 

. WftthiiiffUm Cttijp Docembor M, 1806. 

DiAft Bin, 

I lit down, Mora iMting thli phoOi lo fiftyott alvw 

parUonlaiB of n^ ojcpodiUon. I tpont BMrij ft wtak in Ballt* 

moro, with iolonble mioeoit, hiktbug proennd ilztoen MbMribni 

ilioro. In Anni^^oUsi I pawwd n^ book tittoagli both Homt of 

tho LogitlAlnre : iho wiio men oi Maiylaiid iteod Mid fftptd, 

from bonoh to bondi ; bat h*Ting nom bMid of Muh ft thing m 

ono hundred Mid twenty dollan for a book, the ejee lor mibierib* 

ing were none ; Mid to it wm nnMiimouiIy determined in th« 

negative. Nowise diioouregcd by thii uge decision, I pnnnod 

my route through the tobaooo fieldi, alought Mid twMnpe, ol this 

illiterate comer of the State, to Waahington, distant thirty-ei|^t* 

miles ; and in my way opened fifty-five gates. I was forewamod 

that I should meet with many of these embarassments, and I 

opened twenty-two of them with all the patience and philosophy 

I could muster ; but when I still found them coming thicker and 

faster, my patience and philosophy both abandoned me, and I 

saluted every new gate (which obliged me to plunge into the mnd 

to open it) with perhaps less Christian resignation than I ought lo 

have done. The negroes there are very numeroua, and mosl 

wretchedly dad : their whole covering, in many instances, assnmes 

the appearance of neither eoat, waistcoat, nor breedies, bat s 

motley mass of ooarse, dirty woollen rags, ol various ookNU% 

gathered up about them. When I stopped at some of the negro 

huts to inquire the road, both men and women huddled up their 

filthy bundles ol rags aroand them, with both arms, in order lo 

oover their nakedness, and came oat, very civilly, to show ms the 
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I eaimot pretendy wttli&i the bonndi of m l«iter| to givo 7011 m 
completa deteripiion d Washington. It oonnfU of a great extent 
of ooD^ned oommona» one-lialf ol which ia nearly lore), and little 
higher than the Potomao ; the other parte, on whieh tiie Capitol 
and Pkeeident*a hooie are hnilt, are high and commanding. The 
site ia mooh hotter than I expected to find it ; and it certainly a 
nohle place for a great metropolii . I law one hrick honae building, 
which ia the only improyement, of that kind, going on at preaent. 
The tarema and boarding houses here are crowded with an odd 
assemblage of characters. Fat placemen, expectants, contractors, 
petitioners, office-hunters, lumber-dealers, salt-manufacturers, 
and numerona other adventurers. Among the rest are deputationa 
from difierent Indian nations, along our distant frontiers, who are 
eome hither to reoeiTe their last alms from the President, prerious 
to his retirement. 

The President reoeiTed me rery kindly. I asked for nobody to 
Introduce me, but merely sent him in a line that I was there ; 
when he ordered me to be immediately admitted. He has given 
me a letter to a gentleman in Virginia, who is to introduce me to 
a person there, who, Mr. Jefferson says, haa spent his whole life 
in studying the manners of our birds ; and from whom I am to 
receiTe a world of facta and obsenrations. The President 
intended to send for this person himself, and to take down, from 
hia mouth, what he knows on the subject ; thinking it a pity, aa 
he says, thai the knowledge he possesses should die with him. 
But he haa entrusted the business to me, and I hare promised 
him aa account of our interriew. 

All t)ie aubeoribera I have gleaned her^ amount to serenteen. 
I shall ail oIK^ on finishing this letter, to Georgetown and 
Alexandria. I will write yon, or some of my liienda, from 
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f LETTKR UEXIL 

l/itM^ff thmuirh tli4 tniit "— ' » flat plre-coTcred wjuntrjr fTooi Notfolk 

fp$ ud i»— Kefth GftTOlififl ' hiem^' 4qi**' loddf '^ onlvvniil— turpnik- 
I *£a»tdeM.l«fc«uiidbefBv]j'~'riTi(r1kv^— *«hid Aobovy'-^ 
-*fvD«ril iMturtM' of Kortli CtoaUna itllgttoti uhI & tl<w 
^ftv-'KontlilTif bettur t2iftii 000 Ikead of fak«kt'— -koni mIA* If . 
I bid liufils— €h«rtiat«wn* ikvtali «f-^gu4M obwhiL 

FebruAiy 22, 1809. 

hiTft pmod thrmigh m oonsider&ble «itenl of «nmtT7* 
Jot© yon laat ; und mot with a Tftriotj- of Adv«QttirM| 
Ihicli may perhaps &mu*o you. Norfolk turned out 
\ I expected. I loft thnt plnco on on* of the <»]dMt 
I hBTO cjtporiencod aince kftTJug Philadelphia. , . , 
I mentioned to you in my Inst that the streets of Norfolk 
lost disgTivceful state ; but! wm informod that totne tim« 
7 hrtd been much worne ; that at one time th« newi- 
liverud hit papers fiom a boat vrliich he poled along 
L mire ; a"d th.it a party of satloin, having nothiitg 
|o actually Uunchcd a ihip's lonj-boat into ihe atreeta, 
Lff with tour oara through the mud, while on« itood U 
leaviTig the lead, and ainging out the depth. 
1 through i flat, P^^^ cofered country, from Norfolk to 
LntT-four mileft ^^*^^^^* *"*^ ^^^^ ^" **>* ^*? ^ **»• 
Unter who infomed me that ereiy year, in Auguat 
h almMt all hia family are Uid up with the bjlio^ 
. , ' ' . time forty of hi. people were wet ; and that of 
r . TllY three were lining. Two of theae, with their 
r !li hLv net to be long len^nU of thii world. 
r fl^t Jr ^'n- toMmiU ptot on th. riwirotttw.^, 
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mIM Janmlem. Hm I found tlis ri?«r iwelled to luoh mi 
•xtnordiiiM7 l^ight that tho oldest inhabitant had norar aaan 
tha lika. Altar paiaing along tha bridga, I wm oon?ajad in a 
boat tanned a pA a mile and three-quartan through the woodi, 
where the torrent aweeping along in many plaoea rendered thia 
aort of naTigation rather diiagreeable. I prooeeded on my 
joomej, paanng through aolitaiy pine wooda, perpetoally inter- 
mpted by awampa that oorered the road with water two and three 
feet deep, frequently half a mile at a tiinei looking like a long 
rifar or pond. ' Theae in the afternoon wore ■urmoiintable i but 
the weather lielng eieeedlngly Revere, they were eovored every 
morning with a aheet of ioe, frtim half an inoh to an ineh ihiek, 
that out my horae'a lega and breaat. After paaaing a bridge, I 
had many timea to wade, and twioe to awim my horaei to get to 
the ahore. I attempted to eroM tho Roanoke at three different 
farriea, thirty-flTe milea apart, and at laat aueooedod at a plaoe 
about fifteen milea below Ilalifai. A violent anew atorm made 
the roada atiU more eieerable, 

Tlie produetiona of theae parte of North Oarollna are hoge, tur- 
pentine, tar, and apple brandy, A tumbler of toddy is usually 
tha moming'a beverage of the inhabitants, aa aoon m they get out 
of bed. So universal is the practioe, that the first thing you find 
them engaged in, after rising, is preparing the brandy focMy. 
You ean soaroely meet a man whoae lips are not parohed and 
shopped or blistered with drinking this |K>ison. Thoae who do 
not drink it, they say, are aura of the ague. I, however, eaoaped. 
Tho pine wooda have a singular appearanoe, every tree being strip* 
ped, on one or more sides, of tho bark, for sit or seven feet up. 
The turpentine eovers these parts in thiek masses. I saw the 
people, in dliTerent parte of the woods, mounted on benehes, shop- 
ping down the sidee of the trees \ leaving a trough or box in the 
tree for tha turpentine to run into. Of hoga th^ have immense 
multitudes i one person will sometimes own five hundred. The 
leaders hare balla round their neoka i and every drove knowa ita 
partlenUr eall, whether it be a eoneh-ahell, or the bawling of a 
Mgro, though half a mile off. Their owners will sometimes drire 
tkMi fsf low or irt daya to a market^ without onee leading i ~ 
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The UT«nii art the moii dMolato aad beggarij imagiaablt : 
biM, Uotky and dirtgr wtUa ^-om or two old bcolmi dudi% nd 
ft bonohf fonn all the fomiitiro. Tho iHdit tonalao MUom nako 
tlMir appoaraaot ; aad oTwy thing mmt bo iraniafllod iluwtfi tiia . 
medium of nogroao. Ai aappari jou ail down lo a maalp iStm yfmif 
aigbi of which ia aniBoieiii to doadoii tho moat aagar appalilai aad 
joa art aanoandod hj half-a-doaan dirty, hall-Bakod lirnkM, mala 
aad f omaloy whom'any num of oommoa aoant might amall a qw«- 
ter of a mlla oflT. The himaa itaolf ia raiiad npoa |mi|iai Imnp ar 
flva f««t I aitil ihoa^NUM balow la laft i»tHin for tha hi^S vllk wkaaa 
oliariuliig viNial |Kirfnriiiaiioa tlio waariad Irafatlar ia aanaaadad tho 
whole night longi till he ia foroad to oiina tho hogi^ tho hoMO^ 
and oveiy thing about ii 

I oromod tha riYor Taw at Washington, ftw Kawborn, wUflh 
atanda upon a landj plalui between tha rivwa Traat aad Voaaib 
both of whibh abound with alligaton. Here I lonnd tho ahad 
flahor/ bciguni on the Oili iiiatant | and wlahed to have aomo olyoa 
with me to aiiiUt in dimecting Home of the Aneat ahad I o?er aaw. 
Thonoo to Wilmington waa m/ uext atage, one huadrod aUlmii 
with onl/ ona honao for the aooommodatioa of tra?eUan oa the 
road I two landlorda having boon brokan up with tha fever. 

The general featuroa of North Oaroliaa, where I eroaaed it» are 
immenie, aolitar/, pine aavannaai through whibh the road wlada 
among atagnant ponda, awanning with alllgatora ) dark, aluggiah 
orooka, of the oolour of brand/i over whioh are thrown high 
woodon brldgoR, without rallinga, and ao oraiqr Mid rotten aa not 
only to alarm ona** homo, but alao tha rider, and to make it a 
matter of thank nglving with lioth whon th«7 gat fairly oveVi with- 
out going tlirongh i onormoiia eypraaa awanipa, whioh, to a 
atrangor, have a atriking, doaolato, and ruinoua appearaaoe* 
Fioture to youraelf a foreat of prodigloua treea, riaing, aa thiak aa 
aa thoy oaa grow, from a VMt flat aad impenetn^le moraaa, 
oovared for ten feet ftrom the ground with reeda. Tha laafleaa 
limba of tha oypraaaaa are elothed with aa extraordiaary Mad of 
moM (TUUnMa wmoidu% from two to tea feet loag^ ia aaak 
. quaatitiea thai flfty aiea could ooaceal themaelvea ia oae tree. 
Ifothiag bi thia eouatiy atrack no with each ampriae aa tho ptoa- 
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pact of Mreral tiunmnd mtm of •ach timlMry loaded, m it were, 
with many million tons of tow, waring in the wind. I attempted 
to penetrate MTeral of theae awamps, with my gun, in search of 
something new ; bnt, except in some chance places, I foand it 
altogether impracticable. I coasted along their borders, howcTor, 
in many plaoea, and was surprised at the groat profusion of erer* 
greens, of numberless sorts ; and a Tariety of berries that I knew 
nothing of. Here I found multitudes of birds that noTer winter 
with us In PennsylTania, living in abundance. Though the 
people told me that the alligators are so numerous as to destroy 
taany of their pigs, calres, dogs, Ac, yet I hare nefer been 
.enabled to get my eye on one, though I hare been se? eral times 
in searofa of them with my gun. In Georgia, they tell me, they 
are ten timet more numerous ; but I expect some sport among 
them. I saw a dog at the rirer Santee, who swims across when 
he pleases, in defiance of these Toracious animals ; when he hears 
them behind him, he wheels round, and attacks them, often seix* 
ing them by the snout They generally retreat, and he pursues 
loM route again, serring cTery one that attacks him in the same 
manner. Ho belongs to the boatman ; and, when left behind, 
always takes to the water. 

Am to the character of the North Carolinians, were I to judge of 
it by the specimens which I met with in taToms, I should pro- 
aounoe them to be the moet ignorant, debased, indolent and dis- 
cipated, portion of the Union. But I became acquainted |with a 
law such noble exceptions, that, for their sakes, I am wUling to 
beUere they are all bettor than they seemed to be. 

Wilmington contains about three thousand souls ; and yet there 
is not one cnltiTated field within several miles of it The whole 
oountry, on this side of the river, is a mass of sand, into which 
yon sink up to the ankles ; and hardly a blade of grass is to be 
■e en . All about is pine barrens. .... 

Fktmi Wilmington I rode through solitary pine savannas, and 

cjpw as awamps, as before ; sometimes thirty miles without seeing 

ft hvl^ or hnman being. On arriving at the Wackamaw, Pedee, 

aad Black river, I made long rigsaga among the rieh nabobs, who 

» Jif»e« llwir rira platiHoni, Hnidat laifo fiOagea of Mgfo Imta. 

- ^ 
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One of ti me ganibmen told me that he bad "■omeihing 1>ett^ 
tbaa liz hmidred head af blabkt J " These es^oinbiu detained m» 
gretlly. The ro&ds to the FluitAtione were lo longf lo difficult to 
find, md lo bi^d, and the hoRpii&litj of the Plantem «m lucb, 
tluil I oonld tc^reelj get ^w&j again. I ought to hare told ^oq 
that Um doep nandA of South CoiroluiA had ao worn out my hono, 
illAli with all In J earOf I found ho would gtre up, GhA,iice lod mm 
to the houM of u pl&Qtor, named V,, aboat forty milei iiorth of 
the riTor WMk&maw, ivhere I propoiod to b&rgttin with hinii and 
to giro up nj young blood horee for another in exchange ; giving 
him at leaat ai good a chftr&eter && he deMrred. He a»kod twenty 
doUan to boot, and I thirty. We piurted, but I could porceive that 
ho had taken a liking to my ateed ; so I vent on. He foUowod 
me to the aea beach ^ about thtee tutlci, under pretence of pointing 
out to me the road ; and thero^ on the aanda^ amidnt the ro&r o| ] 
the Atlantio, we finally bargained ; and I found myaelf in powaMfao 
of a large, well formed and elegant, lonel hone, thai ran off with 
me at a canter for fifteen milea along the tea ■hora ; and tsa- 
Telled the same day forty-two miles, with nothing but a few mooth- 
fala of rice atraw, which I got from a negro. If you haTO erer 
aeen the ruthet with which carpenters sometimes smooth Iheir 
work, you may form some idea of the common fara of the South 
Oarolina horse. I found now that I had got a Teiy de?il befon 
my chair ; the least sound of the whip made him spring half a rod 
at a leap ; no road, howeirer long or heaTy, could tame him. Two 
or three times he had nearly broke my neck| and ohair to boot ; 
and at Georgetown ferry he threw one of the boatmen into the 
riTcr. Bat he is an excellent trareller, and for thai one quality I 
f oigaTc him all his sins, only keeping a dose lebi and a ahaip 

look out 

I should now gire you some account of Oharleston, with the 
streets of which I am as well acquainted as I waa with thoM of 
New York and Boston ; but I reserre that till we meet 1 1 
only say, that the streets cross each other airi|^ii 
pared on the sides— 4iaTe a low bed of sand in the middla ; and 
frequently are in a state fit to compare to those of Koifolk. TIm 
town, howeTOTi is nsat— hiis a gay iq^pearanoe— la fall of Aofa % 
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and has a mfu'lcei-plaoe, which far turpassea ihoae of Philadelphia 
for cleanliness, and is an honour to the city. Hany of the build- 
ings hare two, three, and fonr ranges of piaszas, one above another, 
with a groat deal of gingerbread work about them. The streets 
are crowded with negroes ; and their quarrels often afford amuse- 
ment to the passengers. In a street called Broad streety I erexy 
day see a crowd of wretchedly clad blacks, huddled in a comer 
for sale : people handling them as they do black cattle. Here are 
female chimney sweeps ; stalls with roasted sweet potatoes for sale ; 
and on the whanres dubs of blacks, male and female, sitting 
roond fires, amid heaps of qyster^ells, cooking their Tictuals— 
these seem the happiest mortals on earth. The finest groups for 
a eomio painter might erery day be found here thai any oonntiy 
can produce. 

The ladies of Charleston are dressed with taste ; but their pale 
and languid countenances by no means correspond with their 



To-morrow afternoon I shall set off for Savannah. I have col- 
laelad one hundred and twenty-five subseribers since leaving home. 



t LETTER LXXIII. 

*TlM M jrfM ultra of my peragriiiAtioiM '— Innkaeptra In Um Sonitbem 8tet«s are like 
irultares— CheiieetoQ Mdly diaeppol]itod~«8eotehiii«a helpful— Dr. D. intro- 
dooed the 'Oraithology' into the 'Cooiler'— Ctonond WUkineon *flrii- 
fruite'— tevaaneh * bed roede' end Hoode— «dv«rUaed in the ' RepubUoen ' 



To ike Same, 
Savannah, March 5, 1809. 
DBimiBim, 

I have now reached the ne plu$ uUra of my peregrinations, and 
shall return home by the first opportunity. Whether this shall be 
by land or water, depends on circumstances ; if the former, I shall 
go by Augusta^ where I am told twelve or fifteen subscribers may 
Theae» however, would be inanflleient Uf tempt me 
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that w»y, for I dUmbi whtthw nj fundi would te i 
ottrj me throiigli. 

Tho innkeeperi in tho Sottthora Btoleo aroKko Uk vultwMtlit 
hoTor aboni thair citiM, and teeat tlidr ^ueiCf at Um ottMn dft 
their eorrioii ; are aa glad to aee them, and pick them an bam. 
The last letter I wrote jon waa on my avriTal in OharlMton, I 
found greater diffieoltaea to aormonnt there than I had though 
of. I iolidted aeveral people for a liat of namea, hat thai nbjaek 
and diagraoefnl liatleiraeai, and want of energy, wUioh hsvn «i- 
nerred the whitea of all deeoriptiottB in theee Btatea, pot mm off 
from time to time, till at last I waa obliged to walk the it gae t% 
and piek oat thoee honaea, which, from their i^pearanee, indioatad 
wealth and taate in the ooonpanta, aad introdnoe myaelf. KeitlMr 
M ., Dr. R., nor any other that I apirfied to, gave am the kaal ett- 
eooragement, though th^ promised, and Imew I waa a atrangar. 
I waa going on in thia way, when the keeper of the libracy, a 
Scotsman, a good man, whose name had been mentioned to ne, 
made me out a list from the directory ; and among these I spent 
ten days. The extreme serrility, and superabundance of negroeo, 
haTO ruined the energy and activity of the white populaticm. If. 
appears to be fast sinking into the same insipidity of charaoter, 
with a pretty good sprinkling of rapacity. In Oharleston, how- 
OTor, I met with some excellent exceptions among the first ranka 
of society ; and the work excited uniTorsal admiration. Dr. D. 
introdac«d it Tory handsomely into the Courier, On hearing of 
General Wilkinson's arriTal, I waited on him. He receiTed me 
with kindness— said he Talued the book highly— and paid me the 
tweWe dollars ; on which I took ocoasion to prognosticate my 
final success on receiring iU finlfruiU from him. 

I will not tire you by a recital of the diffionltiea which I naei 
with between Charleston and BaTannah, by bad roads and the 
extraordinary fiood of the riTor Sayannah, where I had neariy 
lost my horse, he haying, by his restireness, thrown himself OT«r> 
board ; and, had I not, at great peraonal riak, reaooed him, hm 
might haye fioated down to Sayannah before me. 

I arriyed here on Tnesday last, and adyertised in the BepMi' 
ean^ the editors of which intersated themaelyea eonaiditably lor 
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ae^ tpeakiiig of my book in thoir Thnnday'i paper with mtich 
■ppfolwlioii. Tlie oxpenae of adTortinng in the Soathem States 
k great ; hot I found it really neoeteary. I hare now leen erery 
penon in this place and neighboorhoodf of oie to he seen. Here 
I elose tho list of my snbscriptionSy obtained at a pricB worth more 
than Ats times their amoont But, in spite of a host of difficnl- 
ties, I haTe gained my point ; and should the work he continued 
in the style it has been. began, I haye no doubt but we may 
{nersase the copies to four hundred. I hare endeaToured to find 
persons of respectability in each town, who will receiTe and 
deltTer the rolumes, without recompense, any further than allow- 
ing them to make the first selection. By this means the rapacity 
of soMs bookaeDsfs will be aToided. 

The weather has been extremely wsrm these ten days, the ther- 
mometer stood in the shade on Friday and Saturday last, at 78* 
and 79^. I haye seen no frost since the Mh of February. The 
few gardens here are as green and luxuriant as ours are in sum- 
mer—full of flowering shrubbery, and surrounded with grores of 
oiange trees, fifteen and twenty feet high, loaded with fruit. The 
streets are deep beds of heavy sand, without the accommodation 
of a foot pavement. I most sincerely hope that I may be able to 
mom home by water ; if not, I shall trouble yoo with one letter 
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•Tkiw BKNitlMi' tmvdUiv— 'tSO mbMrlbm' olytaliMd--PlMiten 'on Um rivm 
8ttitM«id FedM*— riot and aogroea—aow biitii Cliariooton 'TultarMtBd 
cnmB*— Ifory-bfflod Woodpaokor akimod, by Iti 'bAbj'-Uko MrMminf. 
tbt wiMlooC Wll0dntton~* giwmimppm ' mtatakm fer»blid-'Mr. Abbot' 
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To He. WnuAM BAETmuf, 
Sayaonah, ICaich 6, 1809. 

Three monkhs, my dear friend, are passed since I parted from 
jroo in Kingssss. IhaTebeentraTeUingerer since; and one half 
of iqr JovMy is jsl to be psfformed— hot thai half is homewaidsy 



aad tilroiigh old Nepiuiie's douiiiioii% whmn I trai* I dttllttol 
bt long dotAined. This baa bom Um moil mdno 
and latigaiiig oxpeditioii I ovor imdaHooL I htii9% 
gainod mj pobii In proonring two limdiiid aad Mgr i 
in all, ibr my Ornithology; and n greai man of 
Mpeoting tho Inida thai wintar in tho SontiMni 8lal«^ I 
thatnofornait the Middle Stalea; and thia infotmaftloa Hmro 
dfliiTed penonally, and can thorefoto tha mora oerlain^ dapanl 
npon it. I haTOy alao, found ae?«fal now hiid8| of i^lok I oam 
find no aoooontin linnnoa. All thaae thinga wa will talk ofw 




I Tiaited agroatnvmbarof tho rich plantanoa tha ilfinf 
and Pedae, and waa mneh atmck with tha 
n«groaa aioond tham* In theaa rioa plaatationa^ ^km% ava i 
nnmbew of Mida, novar anppoaad to wintar ao iarnorth, and thrfr 
tamenoM aturpriaad me. l^iere are alao many here who novor 
Tisit PenntylTania. Roond Georgetown I alao Titited aereral rich 
planters, aU of whom entertained me hoapitably. I apent tea 
days in Charleston, still, in every place where I atopped a day or 
two, making excursions with my gun. 

On the commons, near Charleston, I presided at a singular 
feast. The oompnny consisted of two hundred and thirty-aarea 
carrion crowa (vtiUur <Umlui), fiye or six dogs, and myaelf, 
though I only kept order, and left the eating part entirely to tha 
others. I sat so near to the dead horse^ that my feet touehed his, 
and yet at one time I counted thirty-eight Tulturea on and within 
him, so that hardly an inch of his flesh could be seen for them. 
linnsBus and others haTO confounded this Tulture with tha tnik^ 
buzsard, but they are two Tory distinct species. 

As far north as Wilmington, in North Carolina, I met with thie 
irory-biUed woodpecker. I killed two, and winged a mala, who 
alarmed the whole town of Wilmington, soreaming exactly like a 
young ohUd crying Tiolently, ao that OTerybody suppoaed I had n 
baby under the apron of my chair, till I took out the bird to 
prerant tha people from stoppingme. This bird I oonfined to tho 
room I was to sleep in, and In less than half-an-hour ha made hia- 
way throui^ the pUater, the lath, and iMirtiy throng the y 
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boftidi ; and would hftTO escaped, if I had not aoddentally oome 
in. The common people confound the P. prineipalit and P. pt2e- 
crfiw together. . • • . 

I am utterly at a loes in my wood rambles here, for there are lo 
manytreee, j^anti, ahmbe, and inaectt, that I know nothing of. 
There are immense quantities of elegant bntterflies, and other 
singolar insects. I met with a grasshopper so big that I took it 
for a bird ; it settles upon trees and boshes. I haye kept a record 
of all the birds which I have seen or shot since 1 left home. 

This journey will be of moch ose to me, as I hare formed 
acquaintance in almost eyery place, who are able to transmit me 
information. Great numbers of our summer birds are already 
here ; and many are usually here all winter. 

There is a lb. Abbot here, who has resided in Georgia thirty- 
three years, drawing insects and birds. I haye been on several 
ezeunions with him. He is a Tcry good observer, and paints 
welL He has published, in London, one large folio volume of the 
Lepidopterous insects of Georgia. It is a very splendid work. 
There is only one vessel here bound to New York ; she sails some 
time next week, and I shall take my passage in her. I caught a 
fever here by getting wet ; I hope the sea air, and sea-sickness, 
will eany it off. .... 



t LETTER LXXY. 

* Tkif *«>«»««*»ff book of mine '—now for ' booM '— IndlipoMd with f over— Satmiii ah 
■iTMte 'iBoro bode of barnlnf Mad'— 'Indolonoe and dlnlpatloii ' of the 
'WMltby'—SUfory » 'enna'— Two eiaton* Fonj, bone neerlj drowned. 

ToiheSame. 
Savannah, March 8, 1809. 
DiAS Sim, 

Having now visited all the towns within one hundred 
miles of the Atlantic, from Ifaine to Georgia, and done as much 
for this bantling book of mine as ever author did for any progeny 
of hk brain, I now turn my wishful eye towards home. There 
ieftdun^sBwlodyiin tfaia Utile word Jboms, which only thoee 
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hare fi^tuiken it to wuider uaong strua&erVf expoeod 

. fibtigucH, iniulta Mid unpoutiona, of % thotiuad nam** 

PerhApa I feel tho force of thii td^ rstlur mot* «t 

L uauAlp being indJtpoa«4 with a iliglii leTor th«te thr«# 

I ft doM of ioft-aickDesi will, I hop*, rid 1110 of. Tk^ 

Lince mf arrital in thia pUce hM bdoa extremttlj 

I the leaaon. The wind f^enerftUy Bontb-weai^ and 

|iometor ranging botwMn 75° and M*. ^ bm it 

intolerable thm our iummer heat la FhiladelpMa, 

bis of Savannah are atao mare bada of bunut^V 

^oQt oven a foot payemenij and until ona leama 

them with both ejet and mouth ihuif botli at« 

filled with ahowera and whirl winda of aazid. I waa 

alned in Chvlcston than I expoct«d, parti/ on aoocnml 

which occupied the minda of all I wiahad to Tiait, to 

[ of overy tbing olae. At nine they wen in bad | mt 

lasting— dreaaing &t eleren^gona out at noou^ mnd not 

lin till t<?n next ninming, 1 niet^ however^ with aoma 

I exception a, amm^c thb firat ranka of aodety, and my 

univere.il ndiniration. Dr. D. introduced it veiy 

ly into the Citurkr. 

|olcnce, A^^ntit of emr^y, nnd disaipation, of the wealthy 

* comuvunity in that plnce, arc truly contemptible. Tha 

Idfliicfl of negrocji In the Southern Statoa haa deatroyad 

Vy of the wlutcft. The carpenter, bricklayer, and eren 

imihs, atand with their handa in their pocketa, omp- 

lir nej^es. The planter ordera hia aoryant to toll the 

> ioo my horse fed and taken care of ; the ovorfloer aond* 

Lgro to tell the driver to aond one of hia handa to do it. 

[fof thia routine is gone through, I hat© myaelf unhac^ 

Ibbcd down. &nd fed my hoFHe, EFeiything mnat be 

1 the ftgency of theao abvenly blacka. . , . Theaa, 

not one-tenth of the ounea aUvery baa brought on 

I SUtcB* Nothing haa aurpriaod mo mora thou the 

1 1 rcaerre of the famalw, of the bent familiaa, in 

"HL^ La Georgia. Old and young, aingia and momad, 

dull frigid inaipiditjp and leaam^ whi<di la atM^ 
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boied to solitary old maidi. B?en in their own honset th^ 
•oiioe utter anytiiing to a stranger but yes or no, and one is per- 
petnally ptuiled to know whether it proceeds from awkwardness or 
dislike. Thoee who ha?e been at some of their Balls say that the 
ladies hardly oTon speak or smile, but dance with as mnchgraTity, 
•a if they were performing some ceremony of dcTotion. On the 
contrary, the negro wenches are all sprightliness and gayety ; and 
if report be not a defamer~(Aere then w a hiaUu in ike mawuicripi) 
wbkh render the men callous to all the finer sensationa of Iot*! 
and female ezcellence. 

I will not detain you by a recital of my journey from Oharleston 
to Savannah ri? er, at a place called the Two Sisters* Ferry ; my 
hone threw himself into the torrent, and had I not, at the risk 
of my own life, reeoued him, would hare been drowned. . . . 



t LETTER LXXVI. 

DftHd Brown goliif to Scotland, Vol I. of 'Ornithology* In Mnt with him— «s- 
pondltnrt on, Mid hofm and fofun— John Flnkywm— roooUootlona of the 
'Oontlo ffhophofd'— Diineunt »t MUottown^a nephew de«d — WUUam 
MItclicU ft 'common nuklior*— tmder engagement m AmUtftnt-edltor of 
Recfl^ CydopiedlA— homo-fklond«— Palaley, ' wlUlnglj give ft hundred dolkra 
to epend ft few dftye* there— DaTld—hopee. 

To Mr Alkxandbr Wn«soN, Paisley. 

Phikdelphia, June 15, 1809. 
DxAB Fathbb, 

Mr David Brown having informed me of his 
intention of sailing for Scotland, I have transmitted to you 
by him the first volume of my American Ornithology, just publish- 
ing, and shall, if I live to finish it, send yon regularly the 
remaining nine volumes as they appear. In giving existence to 
this work, I have expended all I had been saving since my arrival 
in Amerioa. I have also visited every town within 160 miles of 
the Atlantic ooast, from the river St Lawrenoe to St Augustine 
in Florida, from whence I returned about two months ago. 
Whoth«Iahallbeabto to lealiie a lortone Vj thia pubUeatioB, 
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' ftrti oo«U, or tofier the Mcrt£«« of mj littk aU £• fii 

I iii«i with A mott honoQnbk rowptltHi tmoi^ mmj 

[•t cliftnct«n in th« United Btites, And hsT« oolk^cd 

I of inf^^rrostioci <m thia branch ot N«laral Hiitaiy, wm 

> th« work to th« ai«rit of origmilitf aI ImaL 

.:^n John Finl&yion jcat^jrdnj At hii run! retrurt in % 

I Ijoliow, ihell^rwi with Apple trocA, whei* " hoiu on thtt 

d in dibfl am teen," And a cl«Ar hrook nni lotmplwA 

John ii An a^Ito, tndnttriotu ftUow, And maoh ««- 

] hi* nAighbourbood ; hot a fin* fAmilj of ebUdfosit Utm 

I ewe witJi three lAmbt, four loonu^ And mAnj Mhet oob- 

earioAitifB About him. We went to a neighbouiinff 

Leth«r, to lee A flock of the merino hreed of •heop, whidi 

pl/ing in the United SUteA bejond aU beliet Mj 

^. Punc&n, And hii brother, hAre oommeaoed siAanfA^ 

Mil«fliown, with coniidcrAble ahoo^a* Their tUtn 

|p« bouie for them Aitd th^j lire rety hAppilj. I Kat« 

tiing of my lifttor in Genesee thoie twelve monthA. I 

I Intel f rcnpGCting tho derith of her ion George, who fell 

I to tho yellow ft^ver three weoka After hit AmvAl in 

Ho wM rocoircd into the mi^nne hoapilAl Ai Norfolk, 

I on tlio ^T^ ^' Qcti^bor, UTid died on the &th* I exAmined 

J And fpttou, nod vUitcd the place whore the mnltitiide 

|«Ar (chiotly utrftUfjor*,) wero buried, And would hAVo 

1 amble it*»"»o ^^^^ ^" grare had it boon poAtible to aacat* 

Mitt'hf^ll fiitnierly of WilliAmabiirgh, who hAd been 
d!kW tlic'^* iOTcn*l yefcTi, ii Imng And in good hoAlih At 
I' ^ ^* * ftnniiviiii soldier. During my jouniey through 
Ind the rsr^4iuA«t * ^**** ^"^^^ inquiry reapoctmg Bow* 
f" 1 ,ntiii|f i^*****'"' ^^' ^^^^ ^^^ nothing of him. 
I n rfH^tuuiPiio the honourAblia profoAAion of mAk* 

I ■ r<«^ibi"ff "* certAin djaordert, Robert 8hAw 
^ *"^' ^ ,. , I BlAroh. Mr, Brown caq inform yon tm- 

*r^' i!!-''lliril^ment- to hU. BrAdford aa AAUitAnt editor 
"^Zm^ ThA with the Omithokgy, And irther ooo*. 



170 



noMl thing! in the poetical way, keep me from the sin of idleneaa, 
from which I hare been pretty well preienred for theae 16 yeara. 
Joaeph Roger died about ten montha ago in Schenectady— 1 saw 
hia widow there in October last. I could haTe wiahed to haTe 
aeen William Morrison and KeUy, but my time would not permit 
Thomaa Wotherspoon, once my moat particular friend and oom- 
panion, haa, I auppoae, altogether forgot me,— remember my 
reapeeta to Jean and him. I thall moat probably ncTer aee either 
them, or any of my frienda, or Paialey, more — ^but 

White roin«mbnuioa' power rsnudns, 
TlkoM natlT* Meaw ahaU mttt my vtew : 

Dmt— long lost frlmidt I— on fordgii pUdM 
111 ilgh, and ■hod » tear for joa. 

All my relationa in and about Philadelphia are welL I ihould 
be happy to hear from John Bell and Jean, and would willingly 
give a hundred dollars to spend a few days with you all in Paialey, 
but like a true bird of passage, I would again wing my way across 
the wettem waste of waters, to the peaceful and happy regiona of 
America. 

What haa become of Dand that I noTer hear from him ? Let 
me knoW| my dear father, how you liTC, and how you enjoy your 
health at your adTanced age. I trust the publication I hare now 
oommenoed, and which haa procured for me reputation and respect, 
will alao enable me to contribute to your independence and com- 
foti. in return for what I owe to you. To my stepmother, sisters, 
broUisBSy and irieiida, I beg to remembered affectionately, 

Your grateful son, 

ALEOL WILSON. 
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t LETTEH LX3CVIL 

I VKAnrm ^ * iimericui Ontlthotty^* txrw rMdj Cor ll» l 

mon tn^nnjitt«n U wWbed— 'J| li» lnU^ to nj lot to fat tfa* 
ipti4F d tlw fmUivred tribe* of th* United Ateta«*«*toEMtoai to 4a 

I jLurtlcc lo ft«r7 tpocln '— Mt * ou^ «ot* ffdn»d oo tbt iwafc^' GbtrpM 
I'^foteifn Btwt. 

IWlLUAM ButTIl4M; 

lil»delphi», Aaguit 4, 1800. 

lecond Tokme of "Americftn Ofnithologj ** being noir 
\^j to go to pr^M, and the plit«i iti <»0D»]d«rml))e foi^ 
V jon will pemiJt me to trespu* oti jomt time, for k few 

b7 inquiring if you hATe «n^hing tnieTOetiDg to ftdd to 
bi7 of the following binkj the figurai of niuoJi will bo 
I thii volume. . * . » 

AlroAdjr wiid everything of the foregoing th»t my own 
lon« iUpijoBtcdj or that I havo b&cn oniiblcd to collect from 
Iwhom I could rely. As it hag fiillon to my lot to bo tho 
L of tho foftthcre<l trilK-a of tho Unitod Statoa, I am m]i~ 
(do full JTi&tiwj to evory iipcciefl ; and I would not ooncoAl 

quality that any ono of thorn poMoMos, 1 havo paid 
■r attention to tho mocking-bird, humming-bird, king- 
1 cat-bird ; all tho principal traita in their character I haro 
Id in full. If y^3^» J^^^** anything to add on either of them, 
111 would comiuunicato it in the form of a latter, addreuod 
■rly U> me. Your favourable opinion of my work (if »iich 
I) would, if publicly knowHi bo of infinite aervice to me, 
lire mo many friends. 

Ire you, my dear friend, that thti undertaking haa in- 
la in many difficultiea and exponaei which I never dreamt 

have never yet received one cent from it. I am, there- 
lolunteer m the cauio of Natural Hiatory, impelled by 
Lwa than those of money. The leoond volume will b« 

deUvery ofl the firat of January ne^t 1 have received 
Icationafmm many different parti of the United State., 
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tteodied wiihrach preoiiimiMii no c cna iyfor » work of thii kind. 

Let me know if yon hare ever seen iho nett of Oaietby'a eowpen- 
hird. I hATO •werj xeaioii to believe tluti this bird nerer builda 
itaelf a neei, bnt, like the eaokoo of Europe, drops ite eggs into 
the nests of other birds, and leaves the result to their meroj and 
management I have found no less than six nests this season, 
with each a young cow-bird contained in it One of these, which 
I had found in the nest of the Maryland yellow-throat, and which 
occupied the whole nest, I brought home, and put it into the 
csge of a crested red-bird, who became its foster father, and fed, 
and reared it, with great affection. It begins to chant a little. 

I have just heard from our old friend M. He hiks not yet pub- 
lished the first number of his work ; and Bonaparte hat been so 
bosy with cutting throats, and building bridges, in the forests of 
Anstria, that the Impeetor of the Fortdi of Pridm^ hat ilot yet 
feoeiTed his appointment .... 



t LETTER LXXVra. 
AnlDi for ft Hrd-the «Mni' In tlM Hoe-flatt of BftTMMMh-'reed-Mnif' or 
'H(»4ilidi'^'now-blrd' of tbe Oreftt Bwftrnp build their nafttsftmooff ths 



To iU Atme, 
October 11, 1809. 

.... Thanks for your bird, so neatly stuffed, that I was 
just about to skin it It is the RaXlm vir^nianm of Turton, and 
agrees exactly with his description. The one in company wss pro- 
bably the female. Turton mentions four species as inhabitants of 
the United States. I myself have seen six. Mr. Abbot of 
Savannah showed nie two species. I found the Muti, as the Vir- 
ginians call it, in the rice flats near Savannah, in March. OenerU 
Wilkinson told me that the sora was in. multitudes at Detroit. 
Query— don*t you think they bt^ed ih the north, lik« the ricis- 
biidi t Are not the European nituraUsti mistaken in saying that 
the reed-birds or rice-birds pass from the Island of Ouba, in Sejp- 
tomber, to Oardina t All the Spaniards with whom I have eoH- 
tuned, (MOT that thale bbdA M Mtt ikk Ottba^ entiy b thelBprbit 




otilf , Atid Agidn in Ootob«r. And th« poof^la of tht lUald 
MMDdi of ftll iho Now England Statoif itid thone who hara 
on the river niinoii, d^ar^ thivt tbeae birdi breed there in 

I hart many timoa boen told that our imftB tnow-bird (yHt 
Midjcmia; breods in th^ CroAt Swamp^ which I can hardly hoi 
Whon I wftft in Williamabnrg, Virginia) Bithop Mftdiion tol 
of ft mountftin, in the interior of that StatOj where they bn 
multltudea. I have lately had the moat poiitbo aaanraaoea : 
n gentleman who, lived on tho raogea of the AUeghenny, aboiri 
hundred and fifty miloa diitant, ^t be aaw them then 
montha ago ; and that they built their neita i^moat every w 
among long groia. He laid he took particular notice of thei 
he had heard it aaid down here, that they changed to ohii 
•parrowi in eummer* What think yon of th«M tnattttn t • 




f LETTER LXXCL 

*rrop««d Joumcy '^^ad^od logo 'otifooi*— 'AdolUrft^dftj*— 4 

To iU Same, 
Philadelphia^ Nov. II, 1809. 

Since I parted from yon yesterday evening, I hava t\ 
nated a great deal on my propoaed journey ; I have oomid 
the advantages and diaadvantagea of the three mode* of ptoo 
ing 1 on borsebaok^in the atage-coach, and on foot, Tal 
everything into view, I have at length determmed to adopt 
laitf aa being the oheapeat^ the beat adapted for examining 
oountry we pa« through ; the moat f/ivourable to health j and 
ahoH, except iot ita fatiguee, the beit mode for a adentlGio tn 
ler or natnrallat, in evetj point of view, I ha?e alao tiionght 1 
by thia determination I will be ao happy aa to leenre yonr <9 
^nyi for which I ^oald willingly auitain aa mnob haidahip^ 
aa many depHvations^ aa I am able to bear. 
If thia detorminatton ahonld meet |otir ipprobatiim^ aiud if 
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avt wQIiiig to enocmntor the hardihipt of iiieh a padetferian jo^ 
ki BM know M 10011 m it conTeniont. I think ono dollar a daj, 
oaflh, win bo folly inffioiont for onr expenMti by a ttriot regard, 
a* an timoiy to ooonomy. .... 



tLETTER LXXX. 

'Omltholofled pOgiliiiaft'— Lftnawtor 'gownior' >iibterllMr-« *v 

Hnaty MtWumah — Yorit 'Utomtl*— 'a TViy oxtnumUnuy oluurMttr'— Dr. 
MuhleB b et g > *eertftiii Jndg*' and Mockhoad— ChMnbcwbiny— OMrltoto-- 
AlUgliMiy mookteliM — wild Menary— PittRborf— 'ooontry bajoiid tha 
Ohlo*-<lf aamaa* oUalnad-'aman aklff' oallad 'TIm Onttbologiat'-oii 
teCfBdiiiiatl— *F)u«waUI Ood bleai yoo.' 

To Mr, Alixinoir Liwson. 

PitUhaigh, Fehmaiy 22d, 1810. 
DiabSib, 

IVom this firtt stage of my Ornithological pilgrimage, I tit down, 
with plearare, to give you Bome aooonntof my adventurei linoe 
we parted. On arriring at Lancaster, I waited on the governor, 
•ecretazy of State, and snch other great folks as were likely to be 
nsefnl to me. The goremor receiyed me with dvility, passed some 
good-natnred oompliments on the volumes, and readily added his 
name to my list. He seems an active man, of plain good sense, 
and little ceremony. By Mr. L. I was introduced to many mem- 
bers of both Houses, but I found them, in general, such a pitiful, 
squabbling, political mob ; so split up, and justling about the mere 
formalities of legislation, without knowing any thing of its reali- 
tiea, that I abandoned them in disgust I must, however, except 
from this censure a few intelligent individuals, friends to science, 
and possessed of taste, who treated me with great kindness. On 
FMday evening I set out for Oolnmbia, where I spent one day in 
vain. I crosse d the Snsquehannah on Sunday forenoon, with 
aoma difBoolfy, having to cut onr way through the ice for several 
kudied yafda ; and passing on to York, paid my rsspecta to an 
tlM IHaiaili of thai place without success. live milea north of 
Ihii low« livaa a vwyaztaraordinaiy eharaoter, be t ween ai^^ and 
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» of age, who hm Uwed \3f trapping bud* ■ad qaadn* 

f jcAfi. Dr, F. carried tn« out in « ileigb to m* 

|rf;s*nt«d me with » ioler»bl^ good full leogth figure of 

I^A iiIao promiB^d to trmnimit to me each m «oll«ctioii of 

to this ftiDgtLUr origmftl^ a« wiU oiu^o m# to df»r 

■ting nftmtiTt of htm for tli« Port FoBa I ttonsA 

onnd ot tiiitlf| of whidi he ii IrmattiMj lend, Itldikc II 

I WM mudi dirorted with the MtoniihnieiJt ha «&* 

»kitig iit the pUtea of my work — he could tell me hii- 

^he greater part of the labjecta of the first rol\)me, aad 

I Mcond. One of hi* traps, which he aaji he InTeutod 

r^marknble for in^enuitjt and extremelj limplet HaY^ 

^ from Dr. Muhlenberg to A clorg]fiiiaii in HanoTer, X 

khroitgh a well-cultivated country, chiefly inhahited hf 

i thai place f where a oertaia Jadge took upon himaelf to 

leh a book as mi no ought not to be enoouragedf a« ti witt 

I the rejich of tho commonahtf ; and therefore inoonai^ 

lur republican institulioni ! B^the aame mode of r«A«on- 

ilUl not diaputo, I undertook to prove him a greater 

ttiysclf, in crc^ctii^i^ a large, elegant ^ tbroe-itory brick 

jiiioh boy 01 id ^ho roivch of tho commonality, as he called 

jquontly yroaaly contraiy to our republican imtita^ 

lar^Ti^iieil thia Solonion of the Bench more Bsrioualy 

1 pointing oiit to hi in the j^re&t induenoe of sdenoe on & « 

Ig nortioti like ours, and particularly the icienoe of Katti- 

y till he bog an to dhow aucb flymptomi of intellect, «a 

Lntncd of what he said. 

knoTQr I piyuied through a thinly-inhahited ooontrj ; 

; tlie North Mountain, at a paaa called Newm&n% Qwp^ 

IChambo»bur^^h^ whonce I next morning returned to 

] yiftit the rovorcnd doctors of the ooUege 

t of CharnbertburgU and Shippeniburgh produced me 
}n Sunday, the 11th, I left the former of iheae plaooa 
I coach -f and in hfteen milei began to lAOeod the Alpiao 
Alleghany mountaina, where abovo, aroand, and 
Qothing appe&red btit prodigioui dadiTitiea, coTered 
and, the weather being &ne, aucb n profound liknoft 
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piVTBiled among thoM a«rial solitodei, m imprened the toiil with 
mw% and a kind of fearful aablimity. Something of this aroae 
from my being alone, having left the coaoh aoTeral milea below. 
Theae high rangea oimtinned for more than one hundred milea to 
Oxeei^boigh, thirty-two milea from Pittsbargh ; thenoe the ooiin- 
try ia nothing but an assemblage of steep hills, and deep Tallieai 
desoending rapidly till you roaoh within soTon miles of this place, 
whore I arriTod on the 15th instant. We were within two milea 
of Pittabnigh, when auddonly the road descenda a long and reiy 
ateep hill, whore the Alleghany riTor ia soon at hand, on the right, 
Btretohing along a rieh bottiim, and bounded by a high ridge of 
hilla on the west. Aftor following this road, parallel with the 
lifer, and about a quarter of a mile from it, through a rich low 
Tal^y, a oloud of black amoke, at its extremity, announced the 
town of Pittsburgh. On arriving at the town, which stands on a 
low flat, and looks like a oolleotion of Blacksmith's shops. Glass- 
houaea, Breweriea, Forges and Furnaces, the Monongahela opened 
to the Tiew, on the left, running along the bottom of a range of 
hilla so high that the sun, at this season, sets to the town of Pitts- 
burgh at a little past four : this range continues along the Ohio as 
to as the Tiew reaohea. The ice had just begun to giro way in 
the Monongahela, and came down in rest bodies for the three fol- 
lowing daya. It has now begun in the Alleghany, and, at the 
moment I write, the river presents a white mass of rushing ice. 

The country beyond Ohio, to the weat, appears a mountainoua 
and hiUy region. . The Monongahela ia lined with arka, usually 
called Kentucky-boata, waiting for the rising of the river, and the 
absence of the ice, to deacend. A perspective view of the town of 
Pittsbuis^ at this season, with the numerous arks and covered keel 
boata preparing to descend the Ohio ; its hills, its great rivera— 
the pillars of smoke rising from its furnaces and glass-worka— 
would make a noble picture. I began a very diligent search in 
this place, the day after my arrival, for aubscribera, and continued 
ii lor lour days. I succeeded beyond ezpectatioii, having got nine- 
len namea of the moat wealthy and reapeetable part of the inhab- 
itaala. The indnati^ of Pijktabnigh is remarkable ; e veiybody you 
«M la taiy imd ^ ^ V^ ^ ^ P**^^^*^ ^ ^ P^^ ^ W^ 
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ir U;lit ino Ilia I tkciif Uu not b^tMi mho mil Initiiiiiod 

licrehAtit of Ihfl town th^Ao titrno ye An 

Iini Ucrti AMiiro mo thai II lo rtaul io CliilicoUie Ji iiujym- 
}t liy n^fyion of tho froilui. I hAT<> therefore ro»olvflii 

^ ihyujif a »i(iftU iki^, whicb I Hato botigHi, ftiid »ftR)e4 
JiiorxHiiHTp Hown ti> Cmcitinntl, a diitiine« of At« hnn^ 
jw^tity-ciifht ihilcR ; int«^»KUn(( t/i viiit tU<> or lim Uiwin 
liny wny. From Ciueiimftti I will cjtom ovor t** tho <nt- 
kp and^ fLbnndoEimt,' mj bi^tii^ mnk« my way to Lvxiiij^n, 
Ipcct to bo CTO your loUcr cmi rfftHi that p1*irn. Wm^ 
li'hilioiiihr>| I iUmihl miH (ira UtwnM^ m Ur^o m il, 
Ithtit I ought iiM Ui nili'ttijit gi*ht|; fluwit by iriyiolf— 
"ik I ttifty, I urn dotertninod to mnkQ th« Q^p«riruoni, 
lo of hiring ft rowor boitig oomidenhhlc. Ai iomi m lUo 
^ut (jf tho Allotflmny, h\id tho woiithor will ponnil, I 

I ofi; hnvtng ovary thing hi rondiiiuu. 1 havo mninckod 
land fiddi hero without finding «t»inglo bird new to ui«, 
\ny thing but iv few Anow-birdft luul ftpAirowt. I ex^poet 
|uo thing inUrtsftting to comnunucivty in loy next. . - 

LtU vlU pkftAe accopt tli rough you my beet wiehet %nA 
bpccU : And I regret that whLlo tho grand ipectaolo of 

, rcgiuni of expanded forests ^ gli tiering towntp oitd noblo 
J ixiMing iti rapid lucceition before my delighted vi^Wp 
lot bttftitle me to enjoy tho varying icener^ ; bill M for 
1 will enable mo, I will freely ahoro it with iheiiip and 
(thpm jurectionately until 1 forget myeolf. 

r 23d . My bfiggoge ia on board— I bare jutt to doipateh 
Vi qS. The woatber U gn^p and I havo no doubt of ptliv 
[iff in Mfety to Cinoinnati, Fonwotl* Ood bl«i« yon t 
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t LETTER LXXXI. 

*Bwoml sUgo of biid-oitchliig ozpodiUon' — ftkiff'ToyaffO dowii iho Ohio — 
'whMlliig of the Rod-!>lrd*— foront-ooonorx— migiir^aroiw— 'arkii' on tho 
riTor-dcMTliiiioa mkI drnwings—' twenty mllofi the find wpeU'— 'bnisb- 
hr-itt'^kmcly— 'moored mS9\j In Bmr-Qvnm Creek at the Rapida of the 
Ohio*— vailoiie frtende In Tarioue placee— Marietta ' Indian fortUloatione*— 
Rig-<!niTe Creek— exantned — Mr. Tomllnson 'no antiquarj*— Midiael 
Crcemp— * Logan'a acciumtlon*— 'nerinoee' at Marietta— the Mueklngum— 
BUnneiiiaenet'e Island— OalllopoUi and Sandy RlTor— Sdota, 'flock of 
paroquets'— a great stomi — ' bear^treelng/ Ire.— the ' flrvt order of American 
architecture '— ' mlsemUe huts ' in grand wood»— the Seotch fiddle 1 (itch) - 
15all Uck— Maysvino--on foot to Washington— petrified shells— hemp— ' 
CluduiMil, 'old Roman*— doecrlptlon of— Fort Washington —Judge Turner- 
Indian mound*— Croat Miami— Big- Dune Creek—' American elephants and 
mammoths'- Swim settlement— the rine— Kentucky river- mln and tempest 
—a 'wretched horel* and its 'meagre, diminutlTe' owner— nneodotes and 
description of—' turkies'— 'suction of the Falls*— sold skiff 'Ornithologist'— 
'droll name— some old chief or warrior'— Shippingport—Fidls of Oswego— 
LouisTille— Lexington, 'on foot* for '71 mUee'— Indian com— 'pigeon- 
roeet*— poetical nanmtiTO ' The Pilgrim.' 

ToiheSame, 
Lexington, April 4, 1810. 
Mt Dbae Siv, 

Uaviug now reached the second stage of iny bird-catching 
expedition, I willingly sit down to give yon some account of my 
adventores and remarks since tearing Pittsburgh ; by the aid of a 
good map, and your usual stock of patience, you will be able to 
listen to my story, and trace all my wanderings. Tliough generally 
dissuaded from Tenturing by myself on so long a Toyage down 
the Ohio in an open skiff, I considered this mode, with all its 
inoonTeniences, as the most favourable to my researches and the 
moct suitable to my funds, and I determined accordingly. Two 
days before my departure, the Alleghany river was one wide torr- 
eot of broken ioe, and I calculated on experiencing considerable 
dilBoQliies on this score. My stock of provisions consisted of some 
b i i o ait aad c h sese, and a bottle of oordial pveeented me by a gen- 
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f UbutKH ; my guiif tmnk, mnd greiitHSOftt, occupied od« 
I vAt ; I had a femdl tm ocotfionMly to b^le h«r, attd ta 
I c rage from the Ohio with ; imd bidding adieu to tKt 
|elc9 of PiitibuTghf I kuucbed into the itreftm, and 

hw&j amon^ the hiUi tb&t etery^ where encloae thii 
I The weather wu warm and korene, and the tirer like a 
lit whopo flouting ni asses of w sjwtted its surfjLcOj and 
fed nome cnrc to stoflT clear of ; hut these to my »nipru0f 

a daj's sAilingp totally disappeared. Far from being 
It my new situation, I foil my heart expand with joy 
|j.if' A which iurronnded me ; I liatoned with pleaiure io 
of the Eed-bird on the banks as I passed, md con- 
Ire forest leenery as it receded, with increAaing delight. 
1 of the numerous sugar camps, risiog latily among 
Ins, K*ve great effect to the varying landioapo ; and 
he 'log-<ahins, that hero and there opened from the 
' diminished into mere dog-houses by the sublimity of 
ng mounUina. Hy^'i niippose ta yourself two psraUel 

eat-cfjvered hilU, wlio^e irretcul-xr summits are seldom 
lirce or four niika (^pnrt, wind in t; through an immense 
luntry, a"*i eiiclositi]^ a riTer half a luilo wide, which 

L\ bottom ou the other, of a mile or so in breadth^ you 
hTfiiiy correct idea of tlio appearance of the Ohio. The 
Lfl rich flat* are from twenty to sixty and eighty feet 
ten theic last were within a few feet of being or erflow^ 
Iher, leOS, 

Led with alftcnty, to my new avocation. The corrent 

r d a half 111 lies an hour, and I added about thre^ 

^L*mor« to tho boat's way with my oan. In the 

^\ I pasted a number of arks, or, as they are usually 

r k boatT loaded, with what it must be acknowledged 

P* Hable ©>mmoditieBof a country j nz, men, women 

\ *. ^d ploughs, flour, milUtones, &o, BeYeral 

:^^"^^^%rexe loaded with store good* for th« 

,"2uiemanU through which th^ passed, hating a 

d ih*wli, mfl*Uni, &o. displayed, and ermy thing 
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ready for imiMciing bniinen. On approaobing a ■eUlemant they 
Uow a horn or tin imnipet, whioh annonnoea to the inhabitanta 
thair arriTaL I boarded many of theee arka, and felt mnoh in- 
tere it ed at the eight of ao many hnman beinge, migrating like 
biida of paaeage to the Inxnriant rogiona of the sooth and weat. 
The ariu are bailt in the form of a parallelogram, being from twdf e 
to fonrtee t feet wide, and from forty to MTenty feet long, oorered 
abofe, rowed only oeoaaionally by two oars before, and eteered by 
a long and powerfol one 6xed abo? e, aa in the annexed aketoh. 
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The barges are taken np along shore by setting poles, at the rate 
of twenty miles or so a day ; the arks cost about one hundred and 
fifty cents per foot, aooording to their length ; and when they reach 
their placea of destination, seldom bring more than one-sixtii their 
original cost These arks descend from all parts of the Ohio and 
its tributary atreams, the AUogliany, Monongahela, Muskingum, 
Sciota, Miami, Kentucky, Wabash, &c, , in the months of March, 
April, and May particularly, with goods, produce and emigrants, 
tlM two former for markets along the riTec, or at New Orleans, 
tlM latter for rarioua parte of Kentucky, Ohio, and the Indiana 
Territoiy. I bow return to my own. expedition. I rowed twenty 
the first qwU, and found I should be able to stand it 
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i^mi m Koer alW &%^t I pot np »i « mtt«fmb1« 

mim hww FlUahiWiiv «E<rt 1 aI^i cm whM I •up- 

. an^-^UlU, or <nM t Hl i nf »o»e ; to prefomug Ui« 

^ t^ «tr<M^ TW h ndac fc fc on each tiil« Iny jn 

hIp, hiti tli« grKiiikiff irf tbtpfwjiitii^ hoftaknai 

_ S>oiutA, or line*, itm rh a mhyjly nimU ^i in Ui« 

ij iudico below, I roiiJd oiily diacottr »kcn I waa 

kf*ring, ^7 tl»e erovtng if ci»Hii ; mmI ^w and then. In 

[.ry pliicoi, th<s big h^metl owl taaik « wait ydofviii hot* 

It cdioerl Afi^mig tiio moimtdna. 1a tya kmoaotrio 

fiiil l«iiiire for obaeTrm^oii aiul rrt<elio% vxpoaod 

1* nil day, and li»nl Wrtha aU mgfct. to tfunua of rain^ 

7w, for it fn>iio iotcrcly ilmoBt «T<yry mgbt, I pen«Tero4 

Ith of Fobniary to SiiudajroTwiiiig, Karcii liH, vbeti I 

,ki(f iftfcjly in Bear-Grws Cr«<?k, at the Rapids of th» 

ft vajTftg* pf tevQti hundred and twenty milea. My 

L^t^^tl th<* nuiit ; and it will bo aotuo w««}eb yet Mora 

for tlu'ir fonncT fodinp And flijxibilitj. It woaJd bo tli# 

ifilK tfl iktftH (wll the I'ftrtioTlan ol my untuerotia ox- 

,, tx^t dlroctinn fn>ni the river. In StoubenTille, 

n ftTii) \VtiM>llnp, I fimnd *oiu© fHenda. At Marietta 1 

cekbfRt^l wmrtiiift of [pdinn forttScatioiii^ at they aro 

^^M, whi^h coTor a Iwpge ipwa of ^roand on the biuilu 

,liiftpTffi Koventy miJc« aboro tjik, at a pl^c^ c*llod 

iVwl, W^*'"i"od aoine eitraordiiuiy t^maina of tlte 

jl,^^ t%* H*ir Gr»F€ ift three hundred pacea rotind at 

letwtr *^ |wrpondictUar, and the top, which ii abooi 

Lr hi» ^*^ *"* formmg a n^kr concaTity, thi^ or 

' (ph4» tuumUii ii in tlie form of a cone, and the 

1,^11 1^ ^ ^tt*fHiiflto neighboiirhood, ii corered with & 
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Lt^wlV M ^^i'*^*' ^**^*^ ^"^ "^' hmidred yean old, whiefa 
L^^ tf^+^Wi ftj'jwArance. In ckinbering around ita 
^ \vf^, 1^ ^^ where a Urge white oak h^d been Ute- 
,*^i M Him vp the earth to the depth of fire or 
.^.^i^Jim I ^mmtmemi diggiiig^ and oon^ned to l»r 
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boor for aboot an hoar, examining eyery handful of earth with 
great care, bat except tome ihredi of earthen ware, made of a 
eoarM kind of gritty clay, and considerable pieoea of charcoal, I 
foaod nothing die ; bat a person of the neighbourhood presented 
me with some beads, fashioned ont of a kind of white stone, which 
were found in digging on the opposite side of this gigantic moond, 
where I foand the hole still remaining. The whole of an exten- 
atTe plain a short distance from this is marked ont with aqoares, 
oblongs and circles, one of which comprehends several acres. The 
embankments by which they are distinguished are still two or 
three feet aboye the oommon level of the field. The Big Grave is 
the property of a Mr. Tomlinson, or Tnmblestone, who lives near, 
and who would not expend three cents to see the whole sifted be- 
fore his face. I endeavoured to work on his avarice, by represent- 
ing the probability that it might contain valuable matters, and 
aoggeeted to him a mode by which a passage might be but into it 
level with the bottom, and by excavation and arching, a most no- 
ble cellar might be formed for keeping his turnips and potatoes. 
'* All the turnips and potatoes I shall raise this dozen years," said 
he, *' would not pay the expense." This man is no antiquary, or 
• theoretical farmer, nor much of a practical one either I fear ; he 
has about two thousand acres of the best land, and just makes out 
to live. Near the head of what is called the Long Beach, I call- 
ed on a certain Michael Cressap, son to the noted Colonel Cressap, 
mentioned in Jefferson's Notes on Virginia. From him I received 
the head of a Paddle fish, the largest ever seen in the Ohio, which 
I am keeping for Mr. Peale, with various other curiosities. I took 
the liberty of asking whether Logan*s accusation of his father hav- 
ing killed all his family, had any truth in it ; but he replied that 
it had not Logan, he said, had been misinformed ; he detailed 
to me all the particulars, which are too long for repetition, and 
eondaded by informing me that his father died early in the revol- 
ataonaiy war, of the oamp fever, near New York. 

Marietta standi on a swampy plain, which has evidently once 
been the aneient bed of the Muskingum, and is still occasionally 
insndaled to the depth of five or six feet A Mr. Patnanii son to 
th« old ff&omtX of Banker's Hill memoiyi and Mr. Qillman and 
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|ig, ftin uuikbg greftt QXertWti* hem, in iiiifo<ld«it]g iad 

the rooo of meiwM, Tlie %wo lnUcr geiiilotiiea irt 

Iblialiing worki bj itoftm, for csnlmguid spinntng wool^ 

i (o Cftny on iho muiufaottire of brcMMiclotb extciuivclj^ 

I u m gentleman of intte And weftlth, tad hi* nodonbU 

[itig. Something U noooiCSfy to giira jmimaiioD to thk 

utioe the building of ebipe hat been abandoned hen| Ihi 

|i on the decline. 

Di of tli(» AIiiAkiiignni ift rerj mpi^ ukd tiie feny bo«t 

««fou in Ihe folloving iniuiner. A itrong cable la 

Item bank to bank, forty or fifty fevt abore Ihe turface 

Ir^ ivnd fmtciii£!d tight at of^U end. On Uiii cable are 

Imnning biocka ■ one rope from the borr of the boat ia 

the fiTit of thoee blockaf and another from the after 

I boat to the iooond block, and by longtbooing thia liat 

I dbeciion U gireti to the boat'i head, a ]ittl« up »to«at»f 

iirrent atriking forcibly and obliquoly on her aft, ahe la 

i^ard with itmazing Telocity without any manual laboar " 

I pawed BLannerhawot'a ialnnd after night, bmt the 

f bum in g bnish, and by the light 1 had a dbtinot idew 

kamn housef which ia but a plain frame of no great di-^ 

It IB ii'jw tlio property of a Mr. Miller from Leiing- 

|intendi laying it chiefly in hemp. It ia nearly three 

afjd containa nbout three hundred acree, half of whioh 

[^ation ; but like aU tlie reat of the numeroiu Ulande of 

I subjoci to inundationi. At Galliopolia, which atauda 

th plwn, and coiitaiua forty or fifty scattered honaee^ 1 ^ 

[fieida weU fenced and well cultivated, poach and apple 

finmeroui, and a conaiderable apponrance of induatry, 

M tho original French acttlcn have remored to a tract of 

Vite to the mouth of Swidy River. Thia town haa one 

two tavemj ; the mouniauia preaa in to within a abort 

! the town. I found here another IndiJui mound planted 

troea. On Monday, March 6th, about ten mile* below 

^ of the groat Soiota, where I *aw the first flock of paro- . 

[sncountored e Tiol«»* *^™^ ^^ ^^^ "*** "^^ "^^^ 
hml ^Bd mow, Wowing d*>wtifaeei end ahniba in aU 
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dlrecUoiui ; to that for iinniodiatc prosorvatiuii I wiw obligud to 
lieer out into tho riTor, which rolled and foamod like a sea, and 
filled my boat nearly half full of water; and it was with the 
greatest difBcalty I oonld make the least headway. It oontinuod 
to snow yiolently nntil dusk, when I at length made good my 
landing at a place on the Kentucky shore, whore I had porceiyod 
A cabin ; and here I spent the evening in learning tho art and 
mystery of bear-treeing, wolf-trapping, and wild-cat hunting, from 
•sold professor. But notwithstanding the skill of the great- 
master, the oonntiy here is swarming with wolves and wild-cats, 
black and brown ; according to this hunter's own confession he 
Kid lost sixty pigs from Ohristmas last, and all night long tho dis- 
tant howling of tho wolves kept the dogs in a perpetual uproar of 
barking. This man was one of those people called squattors, who 
neither pay rent nor own land, but keep roving on tho fruniiors, 
advancing as the tide of civilixod population approaches. Tliey 
are the immediate successors of tho savages, and far below them 
in good sense and good manners, as woU as comfortable accommo- 
dation. An engraved representation of one of their cabins would 
form a striking embellishment to the pages of the Port Folio, as a 
s|)ecimen of the first order of American Architecture. 

Nothing adds more to the savage grandeur, and picturesque ef- 
fect, of the sceneiy along the Ohio, than these miserable huts of 
human beings, lurking at the bottom of a gigantic growth of tim- 
ber, that I have not seen equalled in any other part of the United 
States. And it is truly amusing to observe how dear and how fa- 
miliar habit has rendered those privations, which must have been 
first the ofbpring of necessity. Yet none pride themselves more 
on their possessions. The inhabitants of these forlorn sheds will 
talk to yon with pride of the richness of their soil, of the excel- 
lenoe and abondanoe of their country, of the healthiness of their 
dimate, and the parity of their waters ; while the only bread you 
find among them is of Indian com, coarsely ground in a horse-mill, 
with half of the grains nnbroken ; even their cattle are destitute of 
stables and hay, and look like moving skeletons ; their own houses 
woiM than pig-sties ; their dothes an assemblage of rags ; their 
fsosi ytUow, and lank with disease i and their penons covared 
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wBli filili, and fraqnentij funi^Md willi «Im humoun ot t]k« 
Sookli iddU ; firam whkli cbtadfol AfawMt, Iqr Uid morcj of Ood, 
I lia?« be«i motl minoiiloiitly pmtrrad. ikU thii it tho ofTdct of 
laiiimii TIm oom ia Uuown into tlM §nmtA in llie Bpriogt ati4 
tlM p<gi tttmad into the wooda, wImto ilMgr araUipl j like mbbiu. 
Tba labour of tho aqaM&tf k now oror till Autumn, and ho 
•pondo tho Wintor in ooting pork, eobbogOy and hoo-aik(». Wh«t 
a oontraat to tho noat farm, and niig oloaaV habiUtion, of tho in* 
dnatrioiia aottlor» that opona hk gioan Mda, Ikit stately baniftp 
gaidoiM and otohaidoy to tho gladdenod ajo of th« ddi^hUid ttran- 

At a place oaUod Salt lick I wont aahflfo to aoo tbo ftdlt^ work«t and 
to loam whothor the people had found any fnrtlior n?nmmi of ftn 
animal of the ox kind, one of whoeo homayof a pixictigioui tiza, wm 
diacoTOiod horo aomo jean ago, and ia in tho ihiMOimfon or Mr. 
Peale. They make hove abont one thonaandbnahobweekl^fwlMk 
aoUi at one dollar and aoTontjr-flTe oentt per boahoL The woUa 
arc from thirty to fifty foot doop, but nothing ctiriona haa lately boon 
dng up. I landed at MayaTiUe, or Limestone, whore a oonaidorablo 
deal of butinoM ia dono in importation for the interior of Kontnoky. 
It standi on a high, narrow plain between the moontaina and 
the river, which is fast doTouring the bank, and encroaching on 
the town ; part of the front street is gone already, and unless some 
effectual means are soon taken, the whole must go by piecemoaL 
Tliis town contains aboot one hundred houses, ohiefly log and 
frames. From this place I set out on foot for Washington. On 
the road, at the height of seroral hundred feet aboro the present 
surface of the ri?er, I found prodigious quantities of petrified 
shells, of the small cookie and fan-shaped kind, but whether marine 
remains or not am uncertain. I hoTO since found these petrified 
concretions of shells .uniTorsal all OTor KentudqTi whereror I ha?o 
been. The rocks look aa if one had ooUeoted heapa of broken 
shells, and wrought them up among day, then hardened it into 
stone. These rocks lie unirorsally in horiaontalotnta. A fanior 
in the neighbourhood of Waahington aMuxod mo, that from aaven 
aerea he reaped at onoe eight thouaand weight of exoellent henpy 
fit for market. 
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i Twy toapMiaoiM weatlier I raadi«d the town of CSncin- 
■ili, wkUk docs haaomr to tho name fA tho old Roman, and it the 
Beelcei and hindinieet attaaled place I haTO eeea nnoe I left 
FhiladfliJiia> To« mint know thai during an unknown eeriea of 
afsiy the river Ohio has gndnally eonk aeTend handled feet helow 
ita i o tm er bed, and hm left on both ridea, oocationaUy, what are 
called the fini or nearaat, and the aecond or next, high bank, the 
kltar of whUk ii never OTorflowed. 

The town of Cineinnati oceopiet two beantif nl plaina, one on 
the fint, and the other on the aeoood bank, and oontaina apwarda 
of five handled hoiiaea, the greater proportion of which are of bride. 
One blo^-honee ia all that remaina of Fort Washington. The 
river Tacking comea in from the opposite ahore, where the town of 
Newport, of fortj or fiftj hooaes, and a laige arMnal and barracki, 
are latelj erected. Here I met with Judge Tomer, a man of ex- 
traofdinaiy talenta, w^ known to the literati of Philadelphia. 
He exerted himaelf in my behalf with all the ardoor of an old 
friend. A laige Indian moond in the vicinity of this town has 
been lately opened by Doctor Drake, who showed mo the ooUec- 
tioo of cariosities which had been foond in that and others. In 
the centre of this moand he also found a laige firagment of earthen 
ware, soch aa I foond at the Big Grave, which is a pretty strong 
proof that theae worka had been erected by a people, if not the 
aame, differing little from the present race of Indians, whose frag- 
ments of earthen ware, dng np about their late towns, correspond 
exactly with these. Twenty miles below this I passed the mouth 
of the Great Miami, whidi rushes in from the north, and is a laige 
and stately river, preserving its pure waters uncontaminated for 
many milee with thoee of the Ohio, each keeping their respective 
aidee of the channeL I rambled up the banks of this river for four 
or five miles, and in my return shot a turk^. I also saw ^ve or 
six deer in a drove, but th^ were too light-heeled for me. 

In the afternoon of the 16th I entered Big-Bone Creek, which 
being passable only about a quarter of a mile, I aecured my boat, 
and left my baggage under the eaiu of a deoent family near, and 
aei ont on foot five milea throQfl^ the woods for the Big-bone Lid[, 
thai glial antedilnvian randeivow of the Amerieaa elephanta. 
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I which liei "ftr m the windingi of a aheltered Tal% ** 
1 A fund of uDuument Id thooting duclu and p«<^i]«ii| 
«t t ikintied twelTe, and broDgbt oA^two tIjgbUy wontK 
L oxfttnitilng tho anct^Dt bnOalo roiuU to tliia great lick- 
Mr. Cotqiihoun, the proprietorp waa not at home, but 
Kd tnanagQr entertained me aa weU ae he waa able, aad 
aused with my enthuiiaam, Thi« pUoe ia a low^ tailor^ 
I BUTTounded bj high hilli ; in the Gontro, bj the fide of 
k a quagmire of near an acre, from which, and another 
J below, the chief part of theie Urge bonoi have been 
Ihe latter plac«a I funnd numeroaa ftagmenta <pf larga 
] a4!attered about. In pu railing a wouudod da«k monm 
-e, I had oearlj depoitted my oaroan among thtgraod 
\ of maiumothi below, having lunk np to the iiiiddl«p 
[ struggling to got otvt. As the proprietor intenda to 
|?ua plnccB this aeaaon for brine, and i« a gentleman of 
[ intdligonco, I have attong hnpoi that a more eom* 
|oTi af that aninifil cnJlotl tlia maminoth, than haa yet 
will bo procured. I laid the atrongeat in June- 
mann^er io bo uii tho look-out, and Lo preaerve 
; I nUo left a letter fur Mr. Colquhoun to the 
|>rt, and ain pcraimdcJ that thcAe wiU not be 
In this ncii^hbourhood I found the Gulumbo 
teat abuniiincGf ivtid collchctod some of the aecda* 
I tho old fi talks wore moro than five foet high. 
Ice found it in vnrioua other parts of thii coun- 
I afternoon of tho noxt day I returned to my boat, re* 
lio^gagef and rowod twenty milea to the Swiaa aettle- 
1 Bpent the night. Theae hardy and induatrioaa 
I now twelve acres cloaely and cleanly planted with 
lib a Cape of Good Hope. They Uat year made leven 
lllona of wine, and expect to make throe timea aa much 
I seaaon. The houaoi are neat atid comfortable, they 
I of peach and apple trees, besidea a great Dumber of 
and other f niita, of which they are very ourioua. 
j opinion that thia part of the Indian Territofy ii aa weU 
Ly part of France to Ihe colli ration of the vine, but the 
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TinM th^ lay require different management here from what tbey 
were aocmtomed to in Switzerland. I purchased a bottle of their 
laat Tintage, and drunk to all your healthe as long as it lasted, in 
going down the river. Seyen miles below this I passed the mouth 
cf Kentucky riyer, which has a formidable appearance. I obseryed 
twenty or thirty scattered houses on its upper side, and a few be- 
low, many of the former seemingly in a state of decay. It rained 
on me the whole of this day, and I was obliged to row hard and 
drink healths to keep myself comfortable. My birds* skins were 
wrapt up in my great coat, and my own skin had to sustain a 
complete drenching, which, howeyer, had no bad effects. This 
•yening I lodged at the most wretched hoyel I had yet seen. The 
owner, a meagre diminutiye wretch, soon began to let me know ' 
off how much consequence he had formerly been ; that he had gone 
through all the war with General Washington — ^had become one 
off his life-guards, and had sent many a British soldier to his 
long home. As I answered him with indifference, to interest mo 
the more he began to detail anecdotes of his wonderful exploits ; 
'* One Grenadier,'* said he, " had the impudence to get up on 
the works, and to waye his cap in defiance ; my commander [Gen- 
eral Washington I suppose] says to me, " Dick, says he, ean*t 
you popper that there fellow for mo f* says he. " Please your 
honour, says I, 1*11 try at it ; so I took a fair, cool and 
steady aim, and touched my trigger. Up wont his heeh like a 
turkey I down he tumbled ! one buckshot had entered here, and 
another here, [laying a finger on each breast] and the buUet found 
the way to his brains right through his forehead. By God he was 
a noble looking fellow ! *' Though I belioyed eyory word of this to 
bo a lie, yet 1 could not but look with disgust on the being who ut- 
tered it. The same miscreant pronounced a long prayer before 
supper, and immediately after called out, in a splutter of oaths, 
for the pine splinters to be held to let the gentleman see. Such a 
Itfrago of lies, oaths, prayers, and politeness, put me in a good hu- 
mour in spite of myself. The whole herd of this filthy kennel were 
in perpetual motion with the itoh ; so haying proouxed a large fire 
to bo made, under pietenee of habit I sought for the softest plank, 
plaeed my trunk and great coat at my head, and stretched myself 





4i^ I wM mj aksS ix cxaet^ kal! »iiM it «ni 
lUJMi «ti« bot^t it wHkdflTsd vlir I fsw it i 

|)ipjiatui>4^n^ to Uk^ m -nrm of tiHHi 

iHng dijitti il^i* in m iUL n« Mi 4 

tut Vifi^t Oi'mi;h rjci a mnaMef acile^ an ^r mmm 4aft- 

lurvKil two sris iLJvi A b*r^ jwi iJbon wiik ^rtrnH mm 
ly. T^iM *}hi*t hfitii i« totnetliuig BO* tlkKB a uU vUfl^ 
U iikJj4i »«it<?ri|Jt!rMd ; tbe chxntiel n?ckj, «i>d tit* 
^|iiHi wUt« linft wi^kM. The whoko fall in Ivo mUea ia 
witijly ^J*»r iii^i. Tht^ tovti of LcnitniU^ atAuU oo > 
i) |/a«ik, itriil i« M lAf0« aa Frtttikfort, b^Tt^ m Qiuab«r 
iflh bulMlfitfa M»(l T Suable ahoiM. TiM aitaaiku wenM 
hjr ai aijy on tha riv*ir, but for tJii 
ihal talnrBsot Lhs woodi in Jti neifkbourhootL 
M§\a aliriva ika rtrar might all b« df%T&ed ukd turned 
i but vfary mMi li«r« U «o inUui 
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of money, that they have neither time nor disposition for improre- 
menti, eren where the article health ia at stake. A man here told 
me that last Fall he had fourteen sick in his own family. On Fri- 
day the 24th, I left my baggage with a merchant of the place to be 
forwarded by the first wagon, and passed throogh Middletown 
and Shelbyyille, both inconsiderable places. Nine-tenths of the 
coontry is in forest ; the surface undulating into gentle eminences 
and decliTities, between each of which generally runs a brook, over 
loose flags of limestone. The soil, by appearance, is of the richest 
sort. I obserred immense fields of Indian com, high excellent 
fences, few grain fields, many log houses; and those of the meaner 
sort I took notice of few apple orchards, but several very thrinng, 
peach ones. An appearance of slovenliness is but too general about 
their houses, bams, and bam-yards. Negroes are numerous ; cattle 
and hoFKs lean, particularly the former, who appear as if strag- 
gling with starvation for their existence. The woods are swarm- 
ing with pigs, pigeons, squirrels and woodpeckers. The pigs are 
universally fat, owing to the great quantity of mast this year. 
Walking here in wet weather is most execrable, and is like travel- 
ling on soft soap ; a few days of warm weather hardens this again 
almost into stone. Want of bridges is the greatest inconvenience 
to a foot-traveller here. Between Shelbyville and Frankfort, 
having gone out of my way to see a pigeon roost, (which by the 
by is the greatest curiosity I have seen since leaving home) I 
waded a deep creek called Benson, nine or ten times. I spent 
several days in Frankfort, and in rambling among thestupendoiu 
difis of Kentucky river. On Thursday evening I entered Lexing- 
ton. But I cannot do justice to these subjects at the conclusion 
of a letter, which, in spite of all my abridgments, has far exceeded 
in length what I first intended. My next will be from Nashville. 
I shall then have seen a large range of Kentuckj, and be more 
able to give yon a oorrect delineation of the oountiy and its inhabi- 
tants. In descending the Ohio, I amused myself with a poetical 
nanalive of my expedition, which I called '*The Pilgrim,** an ex- 
tnot frooi whioh shall dose this kog, and I am afraid tiresoma - 
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td IfLtelHs'^L 
-Jti4gH 'Ilk* iT449n In « window oornsr'— Itfinta of 1 
\ b^mfvfnm '—no * bifvlTj ' — amuilng nkctebes — m. * (tmhI tin* tf 
IWrUlB^woodi ooTcnd with ' rottsn Imtab ' *ii4 * 4mA llabir*<^ ^ 

*«(»dwft*-]fuklw^ urn 'fiimltr i 
r thna tnlien— Oreaa riirgr ChocUw^Lltti* Bkureti - 
Ar«— bftU MU|vtrc'-' b«rk laDckmiD '— * liixurijint fiald* of \ 
I of w«(w^^wtlii| Qi^ ro jfc Ti B 'i«upkiaii4'^«i «4tinlB 



I Teanaiieo, April SStli, 1810. 
i8ntp 

etting oat on mj journey tliroogli tha wiMemoM t4» 
iit down to give jou, According to promiaei aome fto- 
exington, wjd of my adventures through Uie StAte ol 
ThcAO I f boll bo obliged to iketch oa mpicUy ia poiil- 

Lhcr mj time nor my «ituntioD cnabloa me to dot«U 

I with any degree of regvilarity ; and you muit ootidea- 

ceive th€[n in the aaine random manner in which they 

ether d^titute of Iftncifvil embolliahmoiii ; with Qoth- 

Loir novelty^ and the Atrnphcity of truth, to reoommeDd 

bthing of Lexington tOl I hfid approached within hilf-*> 
J place, when the wood* opening, I heheld the town be- 
\ an irroguTAT plain, omamenlod with & snjaU white apii^, 
^ting of Beveral pandlel atTE^eU, crosMsd by aomo othorm j^ 

» housee built of bricks othori of bame, neatly painted ; 

at proportion wore a more humbk and inferiojf appear* 

)\» fielda afound looked clean and well fenced \ gently 

, but n6 Hilli in fiew« In a hollow between two of theaa 

ran a oonaiderable brook^ tbat^ uniting with ft 

\ bdow the town, drivea aeTeral milk. A largfe quart^ 

Qt building itone ^m attracted my notioe aa I«iitendth« 




192 LBTTBRS. 

town. The main street wm paved with lai^ maaeei from thia 
qvany, the foot path neat, and guarded by wooden poate. The 
nomeroaa ahopa pfled with goods, and Uie many well drened 
femalea I paawd in the streets ; the sound of social industry, and 
the gay soenery of " the busy haimts of men," had a most exhilar- 
ating effect on my spirits, after being so long immured in the forest 
My own appearance, I belieye, was to many equally interesting ; 
and the shopkeepers and other loungers interrogated mo with their 
tjtM as I passed, with qrmptoms of eager and inquisiiiTe curiosity. 
After fixing my quarters, disposing of my arms, and burnishing 
myself a little, I walked out to have a more particular Tiew of the 
place. 

This little metropolis of the western country is nearly as large as 
Lancaster in Pennsylvania. In the centre of the town is a public 
square, partly occupied by the court-house and market place, and 
distinguished by the additional ornament of the pillory and stocks. 
The former of these is so constructed as to serve well enough, if 
need be, occasionally for a gallows, which is not a bad thought ; 
for as nothing contributes more to make hardened vittaim than the 
pnimy, 10 nothing no oiroctimlly rids society of tlicni as tlio gallowsi 
and e?ory kna?o may lioro oxcIaIiii, 

'* Mjr Mm Mill nttihhh iir« fmih hvfnrt m*.** 

I peeped into tlio oonrt*honiio m I pAsiiod, and though It was 
eouK day, I was struck with tlio apponranoo iU interior oxhibitod \ 
tor, though only a phiin si|naro brick buililing, it lias all tlio gloom 
of the Gothic, so much adinirod of Into, by our modem archi- 
tcda. The exterior walls, having, on cx|>orliiicnt, boon found too 
fooble for the suporlnniinliont honours of the roof and stooplc. It 
was found noooMary to croot, from the lloor, % number of largo, 
eironlar, and unplnsterod brick plllarfi, In a now onlor of arohltoo* 
turo, (the thick end up|iormost), which, while tlioy lorvo to Ini* 
press tha spectators with tlie i^erpetual dread that tlioy will 
tomblo about their ears, contribute also, by their numbw and 
bulk, to ihut out the light, and to iproad around a rorerentlal 
gloom, producing a moUnoholy and chilling effect ; » good diApo* 
iltloB of mladi certainly, for a man to enter a eourt of Juetlee In. 
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Out or two aolitMy indinduaU skolt along tho daaip i 
floor ; md I oould juit doooty, tWvaikad aft tho oppoiito iiih— ilif 
of tho boilding, tho jndgot uttingy lOot qpUUn in awiadgw oo nw r, 
dimly diiiingniihablo throfo^ tho faitemiidlito f^ooHi. TIm- 
markoi i^mo, whioh itaiidt m littlo to tiM woi i w Mwl of tUa^ aad 
•trotehoa oTor the wholo braadth of tiM aiiiiara» ia bvill of Wok» 
aomething like that of Philadaliihia» but la nnpavad and vb* 
finiihad. In wot woathar 700 aink ofir tha ahoaa in mnd al mmtf 
atop ; and hara again tha wiadom of tha pdiea la nMnifeat ; aa wh 
body at aooh timoa will wada in thora nnlaaa foiaad by b n ain aaa or 
abaolnta neooaaity; by whioh maana a great nombar of Idla 
lonngora are, Tery proporlyi kept out of tha way of tha 
folka. 

I ahall lay nothing of the natnra or qnantity of tha < 
whioh I aaw exhibited there f or aale aa tha aoaaon wa 
able to a diiplay of their prodaotiona ; otherwiae aomething 1 
than a few cakes of black maple augar, wr^yt np in greaay aaddlo* 
bagi, aome cabbage, chewing tobacco, catmint and tnmip tope, n 
few baga of meal, fuuiMifraa-roota, and akinned aqnirrola ent up Into 
quartoin -iMiimithliitf iHiitor than all tlila, I aay, in the proper 
aoamm, oortjiiiily 00 von tho hUUU of tliU market |»laoe| In tho ma* 
tr«i|Mjllii of tho furille ooiuiiry of Kentucky.* 



* TlilR lrtt4«r, ItRlioiiM Mf«ni, gnvf olTrnre in mniA of th(» lntMhlUnUo(ljitii«tna ; 
and « Reiillonwn rmlcllnff In ih«t tuwn, MltolkHii About lla repaUikm, awl«rteoll. 
In « letter to the Killtor of the fmi /Wto, to vindicate It from itrieUiree whtoH hi 
plainly Inftlnuatml were the offipfing of Ignnranee, an4 onaapportad bj ftiei. 

After a feeble attempt at lareaim and Imnj, the letteMrrlter thaa p r eoaa i a 1 

** I hare too frreat a rctipef t for Mr. Wllaon, aa ymir friend, not to hellfVf ha had 
In mind lome othrr market hoiiN than that of lieilnvton, when he apeaka af It aa 
'Hn|iaro«t and unnnMhed I' Hut the people of Uilnffton woaM be imtlAM le 
leem what jrour omltholoclii meana by * akinned aqtilmda eat «p lnki%mhms* 
whlvh eurlona anatomleal preparatlona he ennmeratet anMOgthe artlelea he aaw la 
the Lealngton marhH. Doea Mr Wlleen«Maa to Joke ■poena t IftMalawllwe 
moat eonfeea that» howerer ebnndaat our eftwitrir BMgr be la food aabalaMllal 
BMtte^o(4lMt aaltt the attle laH b laknown among aa. 

'*I hope, howerer, aooa le lee Ihia gentleoMMi'a Amerleaa OtaH hrt ety. Ha 
elegenee of eteentlon, and deaerlpMvo pmpdely, may aaaaage the lltMa pHae we 
have Ukea Irom the aathor.** 

a9 



l\H kKTTimi. 

The horiM of Keniuoky iire ilio luMrdiett in the world, not lo 
mooh by naloro m by oduoniion and hnbit. From iho oommonoo* 
mont of ihoir o&iitcnoo they aro habitnAiod to ovoiy o&tromo of 
•iiimition and fflnttony, idlonomi and oxoomIvo fatltftie. In Bum- 
mor thoy fara Mim|Hnoiiily evory day. In WIntor, whon not a 
liUilo of giuM is to 1i« MHin, an«l whun tlio ouwa ha?o doprivml 
ibnm cif tho vnry bark and biida uf ovory fallen troo, thoy aro 
riddon into tiiwit, lifioon or twenty iniloft, through mada and 
■kiiighathat wiHiid lioooino the ffravM of any common animali with 
a fury and oelerity inoomprohonailde by yon folka on the other 
akie oif the Alleghany. Ilioy are there fnatonod to the poaU on 
the aide of the atroeta, and around the |nibUe aquare, whore 
hnadreda of tliem may lie loen, on a court day, liangiug Uieir 



Hit Mlior f»f Um r*n fWlt havtaa imiMimUiMl thli UiUr to WIIma. i»mvIoim 
lA Miii4iaf U to prvN, H wm rM«ni«d wiili Uio following noU t 

TO m iDiToa or m "roar rouo.** 

Iltfiitm*i OunlinM, July 11^ lilt. 

DRAR aia, 

No MftB eftn hiTo » mora rMpeeifttI opinion of iho poopio of Keninelgr, 
pnrtlciiliirlj tliooo of Lexinffton, ihan myMlf ; bMmnM I haTt IraveiwHl nMiljr tht 
wholo nUni of their fonntry, iin4 wllnfmrd tho oirMto of ihHr hnrtrf, Ihnir 
■filTO ladnUrjr. himI tUrinff »plHi fur ontcrprlM. Bui thoy wimld bt goda, and 
ani men, wero ihejr faoltlfio. 

I tm aorry thfti tnih win not permit mo to retrael, m mero Joket, iho low dlM- 
irecnMo ihlnsi iinadcd to. I eoriolnljr hod no oihor morkei-ploeo In tIow, than '' 

ihnt of Lrilniitmi, In the poiMfto iihoTo-menilonod. At to iho eirenmttonot of 
'iklnntd tqulrrelt, ent np Int^ qnorten,' whioh toomt io htTo txeltod to mnoli 
tentlhllltjr, I ctndldly tcknowltdgo mjielf io htTo boon taoorrooi In ihoi tiaio- 
ment, and 1 owo an apolofqr for iho lamo. On Toferrlng to my noitt takta al iho 
Umo. I and tho word ** htlTot," not qnartert : thai It, thoto **enrlo«t anaiomleal 
preparatlona, (tklnnodiqwlfrtU)wertbrottghl iomarktl In ibofofmofataddlo j 

ofTcnloon; noi la thai of a Its or ihonlder of muit^ 

With Ihit eonoctlott, I btf Iooto io tMoro your Ttry ttmlMo co n t tp ondtni, 
tlMll]MihiBfltttlfwatBoioko^Bormtaniiorono:lKti»Ukoanibomiof Ibo 
ponknlanofihataiwieh, **food wbttanilalmalttrof faei" 

If tbttt tiplanattoM, or Ihoptrntl of my Aattkan OraHhology, ihonld atwaf 
llM "mttopieM" la latmiiida of tat food poopio of Ltxii«toB»ttwfflbtaoltia 
a iMi iaH i lotatir ow good itMi^ IhM igrttab l t to yoar Inmbte utenai, ito. 
^Pff Mitltr Angwl^ IflL 
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poofle, to thoir orodil bp (I iprikun, ta^ xmirvT*d\y 
livin tifimoipun t iim|i| )uiwovftr, r^f |M^n ta lie » Miiurov 
ll ni*|iKlnii*« <loiil»1o. oiiHcm wonlil rtn<l Iim^ k rio!i tmrn^*!, 
1^1 ft v«iiy iiutirovthir Mh^L Ti\t*nifi\ tvll^ton htirv ItM 
viilJvHo*^ yiit iitttio oiMi A4Wtts0 itict lultnlilUiiU uf UiU 
I plftiw til M|{i»lr/, In ■liiiiUnK i»iii ffiim t1i<» jmln tft Um 

luiHi ikrviiottiArtciM fvfti t»|K7ti fti a)l hiittnt, ftiid Uj ovor| 

tliQ ItinlA of hpnvon llml a Immti'oil fnuMivifiMi tlirfnitfli Um 

]tr>i I Atiil tUe iH>wt aimI Uiiiti A roAity funiffliA %m a11 iliW 

fcijuM^tiim {« limltt'M tUm%% \miwwn Otn llvJit|{ aiuI Dim 

KJiiitgtiiN, lKfW(;Viif, wUh aU lU rH«iH)i| wliMi Aluwyiwri 

[lily ouniKstf la nii hfifiaiimbla numuinont ttf iUo oiitvr- 

niftOf Afifl iuilimtry ^if iU inliAt^lAiitfl. Willi in it>« 

i mhlillt>-nKo<l timtij *litt f^ivvft mo dm hifunuAlitm, thorv 

Lwo U\^ huti iJti tUo »iMit ^\wvi^ thU Qiiy U iifiw vtruciiod i 

jumiumlin^ cnniilry waa a wiliWnu^w^ rumbfod liidootM 

[ bnrnln of XAomXy n^mX torncmin Intlmnt. Nuv hiiineroti* 

li^tiiuttoriB fur tliq oiUiovii'iti of yiixith, A pnlilie UUnAiyp 

|miilo^i>il uiiivuniity, umlor tlio Mi)|icri]iWiu1utKio nt u\t>u 

And piotyi atq in AuoccMfiil oporAtiaii. Trailo Mid 

V^n ATV aUo mpidly inert? iuitng. Two niiuiufnotiiric* for 

\%Um Imvo lAt^ly Itov^n erockMl ; nrio for wot kl Ion ; •ovarmt 

Inoft for v^Avinif mil chdli atjeI tmgjifing \ And Mvon ru^m- 

fK iwc^^r^liiig lo ono of t!io proprioton^ ox[H>rtt AnntttUj, 

I iho Amount of 150,000 dolUrt« A tAtto fur noAt, And 

|il, biiildinga ia ftut gAiniiig ground ; tnd LextngU^n, al 

t boA«t of tucti who do Kono^ir to science, And of foruAlei 

f And uniAbU nmnners would grwoe th« fint cirolot of 

SatiifdAy, April 14tb, 1 left tKit plAoe for KAih^rilio, 

]>yt 300 mil^. I p^UAod ihrou^li NicUolAafiU«, tha 

f GflMmin« county, a auiaI] ? iUAge Wgun About ten jeAfv 

; of About twenty houM», wilh thre« ibopi And four 

tio woodi w«rt aoAPMlj beginning to look gnen, irbioli 



196 UTTEBf. 

to me WM rarprBiiiig, haTing been led by oommon report to be- 
liere thAt Spring here ie mnch earlier than in the lower parte of 
Pennsjdrania. I must further obeenre, that instead of finding the 
woods of Kentncky eorered with a profmion of flowen, they were, 
at this time, eorered with rotten leaves and dead timber, in every 
stage of decay and confusion ; and 1 could see no difference be- 
tween them and our own, but in the magnitude of the timber, and 
superior richness of the soil. Here and there the white blossoms 
of the Sangninaria eanademii, or red root, were peeping through 
the withered leaves ; and the buds of the buckeye, or horse ches- 
nnt, and one or two more, were beginning to expand. Wherever 
the haekberry had fsllen, or been cut down, the cattle had eaten 
the whole bark from the trunk, even to that of the roots. 

Nineteen mfles from Lexington I descended a long, steep, and 
rocky declivity, to the banks of Kentucky river, which is here 
about as wide as the Schuylkill ; and winds away between prodigi- 
ous perpedicular cliffs of solid limestone. In this deep and roman- 
tie valley the sound of the boat horns, from several Kentucky arks, 
which were at that instance passing, produced a most charming 
effect The river, I was told, hsd already fallen fifteen foet ; but 
was still high. I observed great numbers of uncommon plants and 
flowers, growing among the cliffs ; and a few solitary bank swal- 
lows were skimming along the surface. Reascending frx>m this, 
and travelling for a few mfles, I again descended a vast depth to 
another stream called Dick*s river, engulfed among the same per- 
pendicular ma ss es of rock. Though it was nearly dark I found 
some curious petrifications, and some beautiful specimens of 
mother-of-pearl on the shore. The roaring of a mill-dam, and the 
rattling of the mill, prevented the fenyman from hearing me till 
it was quite night ; and I passed the rest of the road in the dark, 
over a rocky country, abounding with springs, to Danville. This 
place stands on a slight eminence, and contains about eighty 
iKNiseSy chiefly log and frame buildings, diiposed in two parallel 
stnets, cr ossed by several others. It has two ropewalks and a 
wooDen manufactory ; also nine shops and three taverns. I ob- 
served a great many sheep feeding about here, amidst fields of ex- 
pastore. It is, however, but a dull plaoe. . A iRoman 
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|ap«I Km been erected here, fti the «icpeiii« of on« or tv9 

Til© iili<jpkwpo« tnwlft from tho month of Bick^i 

J to New €^leiu]«p with tho common produotioiu of ihm 

lour, homp, tobncoo^ pi^l^i ooiHf and whitke^. I mA 

^ndre<^ *nd eighty mile* from NjuhTiBe, wid I wi« m- 

; A town or rillngo on tho whole itiuto. Efwy diy^ 

Im producing wonden in the wood«, hj tho progroM of 

The bloHionu of tho MwnfrM, dogwood, imd rod bud, 

I with tho docp groen of the pnxTljir Mid buckoyo, en* 

conery on e^-oty tide ; whib tho voioeii of tho feathered 

ly of which wore to me unknown, wore continimll j on- 

|n tho piirauit. Emerging froru tho doep aoUluile of th^ 

fieh greon of the grain fioldSf the fum houie end 

oftomod mid»t orchftrdt of glowing purple wid white, 

Jreoteat relief to the eye. Not fur from the foot of m 

Jain, called Muldera Hill, I overtook one of thoae fatnilj 

common in this country, moving to the wortwanL 

|iion oocupied & length of rood, and hod a formidAhle 

thongh, as I ftfterwanli undontood, it waa compoiod 

Ivldnala of only tk a ingle family. In the front went m 

by four horacs, tlrivon by a negro, and ^ed with 

J tif Agriculturtj ; another hoavy-loaded wagon, with lii 

|owed, attended by two j>er^one ; after which came m 

nd mingled group of horee*^ >toor«, oow«, aheep, hoga, 

hth their bcllii; next foUowc^d eight boy« mounted double, 

I wonch with a white child before her ; then the mother 

lild behind her, and another at the breast ; ten or twelve 

Iht up the rcAT, now and then picking herbage, uid 

lad. The father, a fro»h good-look mg man, informed 

I was from Waahington cotinty in Kentucky, and wa« 

' as Cumborland river ; he had two ropet fised to the 

on, one uf which he guided himielf, and the oth«r 

[ to hi« eldeat ion, to Veep ii from oveitwtting in a»« 

mountain. The lingukr appearance of this moving 

I mingled muHio of the bella, and the «houting« of the 

led with the echoet of the mountain, joined to th« 

solitude of the plaoe, and varioue reflectiona that 
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hviried thnmgh my mind, interested me greatly; and I kept 
oompany with them for aome time, to lend my aaaiatanoe if 
neoeaaary. The coontry now became mountainona, perpetually 
aaoeiiding and descending; and abont forty-nine miles bom 
DanTiIle I paased through a pigeon roost, or rather breeding- 
place, which continued for three miles, and, from information, 
extended in length for more than forty miles. The timber was 
chiefly beech ; every tree was loaded with nests, and I counted, 
in different places, more than ninety nests on a single tree. Be- 
yond this I passed a large company of people engaged in erecting a 
horse-mill for grinding grain. Tlie few cabins I passed were 
generally poor ; but much superior in appearance to those I met 
with on the shores of the Ohio. In the erening I lodged near the 
banka of Green river. This stream, like all the rest, is sunk in a 
deep gulf, between high perpendicular walls of limestone ; is about 
thir^ yards wide at this place, and runs with great rapidity ; but, 
aa it had iallen considerably, I was just able to ford it without 
swimming. The water was of a pale greenish colour, like that of 
the Lickuig, and some other streams, from which circumstance I 
suppose it has its name. The rocky banks of this river are hollowed 
out in many places into caves of enormous size, and of great extent. 
These rocks abound with the same masses of petrified shells so uni- 
versal in Kentucky. In the woods, a little beyond this, I met a 
soldier, on foot, from New Orleans, who had been robbed and 
plundered by the Choctaws as he passed through their nation. 
** Thirteen or fourteen Indians," said he, "surrounded me before 
I was aware, cut away my canteen, tore off my hat, took the hand- 
kerchief frtmi my neck, and the shoes from my feet, and all the 
money I had from me, which was about forty-five doUars." Such 
was his story. He was going to Chilicothe, and seemed pretty 
neariy done up. In the afternoon I crossed another stream of 
aboot twenty-five yarda in width, called Little Barren; after 
which the country began to assume a new and very singular i^ 
The woods, which had hitherto been stately, now de- 
l into mere aombby saplings^ on which not a bud was be- 
; to vmfold, and grew so open that I oonld see for a mile 
tkroni^ them. Nodead timber or rotting leaves were to 1m seen, 
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bub tmc« of Ui« ffrnund wm «nY«rfd witli tiik ^«f4ari, 
k1 wit^ « vAht^tf (if ir«r7 b«tttttifiil llo«tr*» tlv^fvtlitr 
t. It i#iifi»d M If Ulo whoU eoiiiitaj Kad once b«n ciq* 
Ml i but thjtt from ■oBit ttnkno^n «Mi«e, tlio tn^nond h»d 
rmlnod, iiiiti hul fdleo tn, in injiutiMf»bl« ^Imm, t^xm* 
iTi f nnftti] -thftpcd, ooncftritkji of ill dtnbeiuac^A, frtnn 
ft in iliftmetiir, mttd «ix loot tfk depth, to §f« Imndftd bf 
Mrfftoe or verctun g«iMr»lljf osibvakio. Ift mmm tCMli 
I VM oniirvlf d««tiitit« t>f tn»«», mtid tht #79 «m prv* 
111 nolliiniE but ctm g^neml ndghlioiirbood of 

U>m of »Dtni ot thoM, openiii(^ tiad btt«tt inad* lor 1 
pliM* Ui«M bnlc« hftd tivnltMi tn^ on fli» «d<«, tatd mma. 
\h9 romd^ to tn uitknowm deplfa ; pnteniing thdr griiii 
If to iv«Ui>v lip tile nuwM^ tf«T«Uar. At Urn bottom 
)o«e declmlivt, &t least ^j CmI b^v the generd I«rtl^ 
^H cif ^urr Tftt«r i»u»d At onet from the tuouth of 
ut tirolv« f#«t vide uid Mren higb, A number of tiu^ 
reot imellmff Uchon* graw over the enttmnce, W»d « pe* 
iiotl hot in^t, lilffl * lUtlo *crntry-bc*i, on & projocting 
If ttvl ftbi^v* tlitf wivtor. The height fcnd dimenAions of 
tntiiititui thi* ftAititt AH fiLT &« I w&dod uii ivhich might hm 
nly yM^U, I'ui thn ilivrkncsa became ao gre»t that I w^ 
»turO' 1 ^ititt4ii<vt»d inimbors of »meiU fi^h aporting fthout, 
I i\\*% bnl Ihvvt!) i^bdund even m ita utmoai tTibtorran^wi 
Vhe whv^W v>i Uui countrf from Groen to Hod BiTtn-, m 
lU u4^> itn'At^ «»iuiriiuiiit cavoBf on« of whicbf Utol}^ dit^ 
WifciUMi i\mut), ftbout eight tnilea from the Dripping 
I \wvH i>fc|aoi%^t ftir upwRids of mx niil«e, extonding 
fcod %4 Um th>wu Hivor. The entrance to thoae cavtw 
iU4iKvtu9M at Mill bottom of a sinkhole ; and many ol 
iwl Uv ihn Uih«UiUnli M celkn or aprmg-hoiuoa, haniig 
i|if 11^ %ir bf«H>k of dear water running through ^hma* 
I iutik Mihii M ihf^o belonging to a Mr. Wood, aeoom- 
hn t'H»|ii:i«t4^, whfr oamed the light At fint the daak-^ 
\%%imik$v> th«l I eonld learoelj^ lee a few fe«i beyond the 
li^ A the vmiiH i bmi, after being in for fiTt or m 
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, the object! around me began to make their appearaaee 
man dietiiietlj. The bottom, for fifteen or twenty yardi at firat, 
WM ao imgnlar, thai we had conatantly to climb orer laige maitoa 
of wet and altppeiy rocka ; the roof rote in many plaoea to the 
hei|^ of twenty or thirty feet, presenting aU the moat irregular 
prajectioiia of snrfaoe, and hanging in gloomy and tilent horror. 
We paaMd numeroua chambera, or offietts, whioh we did not 
eznloie ; and after three houra' wandering in these profound 
regiona of glooma and silence, the particulars of whidi would 
detain me too long, I emerged with a handkerchief filled with 
bala, including one which I had never seen described; and a 
number of eztraordinaiy insects of the Qryllus tribe, with 
antemuB upwards of six inches long, and which I am per-" 
aoaded had never before seen the light of day, as they fled from 
it with aeeming terror, and I believe were as blind in it aa 
their companions the beta. Great quantities of native glauber 
aalta are found in these caves, and are used by the countiy 
people in the same manner, and with equal effect, aa those of the 
shops. But the principal production is saltpetre, which is pro- 
cored from the earth in great abundance. The cave in Warren 
county above-mentioned, has lately been sold for three thousand 
dollars, to a aaltpetre company, an individual of which informed 
me that, from every appearance, this cave had been known to the 
Indians many ages ago ; and had evidently been used for the sa . 
puipo eea. At the distance of more than a mile from the entrance, 
the exploring party, on their first vint, found the roof blackened 
by smoke, and bundles of half-burnt canes lying scattered about 
A baik mockasin, of curious construction, besides several other 
Indian artidea, were found among the rubbish. The earth, also, 
Uj piled in hMtpa, with great regularity, as if in preparation f cr 
eodiaeting the aaltpetre. 
Vetwithstanding the nuserable appearanoe of the timber on theee 
f the aoil, to my astoniahment, produced the moat luxuriant 
I of eom and wheat I had ever before met with. But one 
l^aai diaadvantage ia the want of water, fcr the whole nmalag 
alRBaaH^ with whidi the aorfaoe of this ooiintiy onee abo«Bdedi» 
1 off to a grsat depth, and BOW mu 
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WIdw, witk m whMal ttid 
vj% foe th«| ^«CHMB ilHMnL Am bKrroiiu fo^ 

WMimikaify hvm tbMt g h wi ^ 1 Umad matij new 
r m^ OrattJiokgj. 1 ofaaoT«d ifi Om 4/tf^ f» U» ihM 
g6 ei lk|^ T9tkf ie 4 ich*A y||% or kaolm^ m tbej «» 
sldti tka littmn^ m if t^ ^^ he^n mm tim 

told, »bcMmd with itoaf^ Qc»i^ tad o o p pa w m. I 
J BiuTen RiTir in & ferry b<»l, wb«« it vn about oim 
I widt ; and I pftcaod « muU vrlhgi altod BowllQf 
which I eode mj hoTM op to t^ «Bittit «f ««• ef 
I iniuUtod roekj hills, or knobs^ whkk 
LrcttmlerciiM of cQuntzj, tpcttading 
loepl where the gropes App«4y^, in which thero ia 
(tor, Fift«ea milei from thii, induced by the novel 
f thfl coMiitrj, I put up for mwexvl daj^ u the houM of 
J worthj Pt^hytemn, whence I h»d exeuisiona, in all 
fthctrngh the •urn^imding conntry. Between thk taid 
h0 coxoiur had i bare and desolate appeumniw. CaTH 
3 1« numervui ; and report madft iomo of tham plaoea 
«*nt for the dead ^J*"^" ^' certain etrani^rai who luid 
Ona <rf t*»«" ^^" °®^ ^^^^ ^^"^ <** **»• fiad 

Jly^h^ to a perton of the name of ^ a tnan of 

I }^ chmctcTf an<l strongly auapected, even Vf hw 
I ^ ^^^^ng eomniiti<Mi a foul murder of this kin<i, 
[i^Ut^ 1.^ me irith all it- minutia of hoiron, Ab thia 
^%fi^ hf Uw road aide, I wm induced, J^ raotivM of 
/ #*-f- aini Uk* • P«*P **^ *^^ .^ °^ amval I found 
l ;, '^v^t^«i«tioii 'intl®'" *^* piaK% oti« of whom in* 
I *vl V wi* ***• lindlord. He wia a daric mnktto« 
* 11, ^yvMifnoo «*<i i^**^'^ ^ oofpnleney, with legi 
*_.i-**#.Ki*J*H»"^^*^*^**^*' Hia ooontenanc^ 
^ 44 dc«<la of darknoM, I had not bM« 
^^ if 
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three minutei in company when he invited the other men (who 
I nnderetood wee e traveller) and myself, to walk baok and aee hie 
oave, to whioh I immediately consented. The entrance is in the 
perpendicular front of a rook, behind the house ; has a door with 
a lock and key to it, and was crowded with pots of milk, placed near 
the ninning stream. The roof and sides of solid rock were wet and 

dropping with water. Desiring to walk before with tlie 

lights, I foUowed with my hand on my pistol, reconnoitering on 
every side, and listening to his description of its length and extent. 
After examining this horrible vault for forty or fifty yards, he de- 
clined going any farther, complaining of a riieumatism ; and I now 
first perceived that the other person had staid behind, and thai we 
two were alone together. Confident in my means of self-defence, 
whatever mischief the devil might snggost to him, I fixed my eye 
steadily on his, and observed to him, Uiat he conld not be ignorant 
of the reports circulated about the country relative to this cave. 
''I suppose,'* said I, ''you know what I meant** ''Tes, I under- 
stand you,** returned he, without being the least embarrassed, 
** that I killed somebody and throw them into this cave— I can toll 
you the whole beginning of that damned lie,** said he ; and, with- 
out moving from the spot, he detailed me a long story, which 
would fill half my lettter, to little purpose, and which, with other 
particulars, I shidl reserve for your amusement when we meet I 
asked him why he did got get ^e cave examined by throe or four 
reputable neighbours, whose report might rescue his character from 
the suspicion of having committed so horrid a crime. He acknow- 
ledged it would be well enough to do so, but did not seem to think 
it worth the trouble ; and we returned as we advancod, 
walking before with the lights. Whether this man be guilty or 
not of the transaction laid to his charge I know not ; but his man- 
ners and aspect are such as by no means to allay suspicion. 

After crossing Red River, which is here scarce twenty yards 
broad, I found no more bamns. The timber was large, and the 
woods fast thickening with green leaves. As I entered the State 
of Tennesseei the faoe of the country became hilly, and even 
After descending an immense dedivityi and 
\ the rieh vall^ of Manskers eroek, where 1 again 
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D ■oUtary iti<liriduil» atob klong th« dUmp uid Mleiiii 
I oould jtiit descry, «bvftt«d At th» oppo»it« oxtromitf 
liog, tbe jndge» »tting, like «pid«T« in a window oomari 
ingniibftbto through Ui# intermodiftle gloom* Tbt 
DO, which lUnds a littk to the wo«tw«rd of thia, ftitd 
v^t tho whole breadth of the b^^imv, b built of hnxk^ 
Uko thAt of Fhilfttlo^phiA^ bat ii unpMvod itid tiTi* 
En wet weather you niak oT«r tlie fthoci in mud it eT^iy 
bere ogiun iho wivdom of tho poHoo !■ nunifeHt ; m no- 
;h time* will wiwle in Uioro unlwMi forood hy buiiti«a« w 
ocoMityi by which mcftiw m great ntimbor of idlo 
ro, very |iroi>orly, k€|>t out o< tho w*y of the mvket 



ly nothing of t}ko natnr« or quantity of the oomnioditioa 
ff oxhibitod there for Aiile u tlie eoMon wm unf avout*^ 
ispky of their productionft ; Dth«rwioe tomothing b«tte 
cakeB of black maple lugw, wrapt up in grasay iftddto* 
cftbbnge^ chewing tobnoco, oatmint and turnip topa, ft 
meal, HnJUMvfiTw-rootii^ i^nd «kinnod t^tiliToli out up into 
inhiiiihini^ U^iU^T thni) nM ihU, 1 ^ft^Yf U% tho i«ro]ior 
iit\ii]y rovur« lliti HUklla nt Mti lunrkot plooo, ill tho m^ 
ilip fuHilg tiouhtry at Kpiitnoky.* 



I4tli ronMlHU ill timl tuwn, ftnlkltott* nlHml lU rti|iUlA(lriit, iiiii1*trtoDt, 
II 10 minr f>f th* /*or^ AW*#, ta vJntlJcutu H tmni ilrtelnw whFeh IM 
jutful wrrer the itflfiprtini **f (irtiornnpp, iml iminp|Hirti*d hjr UkH, 
\ih KtlriMia Ki iiiroAi]i( hhd Iriini, t1k« luuer^wrtlcr Uiw prQ«««<1i i 
» dri^ftt n rr'-pnnt fnr ^If. Wlltrtrt, Ai ymiT frt<iiti* a^i t^ H*UflV« h* had 

nUnr iTiflrk(*l h^iiivo th^n Un* nf UihtnUm, whfn ho »|ii*ki ft! II «i 
I uiiniihliii4l I" lUil ihft Jk«'>I"lfl of UihsgUm wmiM Ufl iT>tLA04 lo 
itir f*TiilUMJl.*ji(»i mMi»i b^ *iklnn#il ».iiiifrrl« «iil nn Ihtn nmrtar^* 
I ihitAtP^iMlonl iifftiii^nitkifi« U« eniiiiiariiiM KitiAmtlHi •rtlulM ht uw hi 
1 Mftflmi Doet Mr, WiUoft mrtft tn M* upon «■ f tf tbJ» !■ wll we 

iUfll, hrswiirof ■tmnd^nl owf o&untrT m»^ b« la food valiitutttl 
I I4lt, tilt ttiie tjirl ti atikno*^!) ^mnrvg si, 
ww«¥«r, twa to IM lhl» t«n|,l9titi,n't Aniit1««n OmtlhalAff. tit 

ait 
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Tht horiM of Keniuoky ar« ilio hardiMi in the world, not ui 
nmdi b/ naiaro m by eduontinn And habii. From tho oommonct* 
mont of ihoir oxittonoo ihojr luro habiUiniod to oTory oxtromo of 
•tunraikm luid fflnttonjr, idlonom and oxoomIvo failuno. In Bitm- 
mor ihoy faro minipinonaly ovory day. In Wlnior, whon not a 
Idailo of 0niM it io Ito immi aiul whon iho oowi havo doprivml 
ibom tif ilio vnry bark and bttdt uf ovory fallun iroo, ihoy aro 
riilden inUi iciwn, iifiooi\ or iwunty inlloii, through madi and 
•Imightihal wmtid iioonnio iho ffraviNi of any common animal, with 
a fury and oolority inoomiirohonolblo by yon fulko on iho oihor 
ildo of iho Alloghany. 'limy aro ihoro f aaionod io iho poata on 
tho iido of tho otrooin, and around iho publio aqttaro, wlioro 
hnndfoda of iliom may bo aoon, on a ooiiri day, lianging ilioir 



Hm Mlior ar ilM iHirf IW(« havlnii iriiitmllUd Ihli Uiiw to WlUa, prtvlotti 
lA tMiaiac II Io pTMi, II wat rtMmiad with Iha (ollowlns noU i 

TO mi iDiTOR or rni '* port rouo.** 

Barlrain'i Oardani, July Ifl^ lilt. 

DRAR RlR, 

Vo maa caa hava a mw retpMlhal opinion of Iho peoplt of Koniocky, 
fiartlealarlj Ihooa of Leilnalon, Ihan myself : iNiainM I hw Irovoivod nMrly Iho 
wholf filml of Ihf Ir ronnlry, and wIlnemM Iht offooU of UiHr hraTrry, Uidr 
arilft lBdn«lry, and darina aplrll fur anierprlta. Oul llity wtmld bt goda, and 
Bol man, wefa Ihey faalil«M. 

I am lorTy thai Inilh win boI permll ma to rolraeli at mora Jokai, Iho law dlaa- 
iraeabla Ihlnsi aHnded Io. I eorUlnly hod no oihor morkel-plaea la tIow, Ihaa 
Uial of Lrilnffton, In Ihf paauMiro abovo^mantloned. Aa Io Iha eIrenmaUnoa of 
'iklnned iqutoTcli, eal np Inl^ qnorlora,* which aooma Io hova aiollod ao much 
aenalMHIy, I candidly aeknowlod«a myself to hova boon laeorrad In thai alalo- 
aaenl, and 1 owe an apolonr for Iha mmo. On referring to my nolaa laken al Iha 
lima, I And Iha word ** holroa,** nol qnortera : Ihal It, Ihoaa '*enrlo«a aaalomleal 
pfopanUooa, . (iklnnod iqvlrreb) wore bronghl to markal In Iha form of a laddla 
ofrenlaoa: boI la Ihal of a lag or ahoolder of mnll^ 

With Ihia oorradloB, I bag loara Io amnra yow raty Mnatbla oo r reapon d anl, 
lhatlhalhlBgllaalfwaaBoioka^BormcaalferoBa:b«lkmwanilMrH4of Iha 
partiealanoflhalikaloh, «'food aabalaallal matter of faei" 

U Ibaaa aiplaaallaw, or Iha panMal of my Amarkaa OnUlhology, ahonld aaa«H« 
Iha '■lllllapl«M''tailhaByiidaoflhafoodpaoplaofLaili«loB,UwmbaMlaaa 
l iim iw a M i la Ihalr awB good aaaai^ Ihai ag r aaa bl a Io yaw r hwbia aarmal|4a. 
^aff M<a lar Ai«wl^ lUL 
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pit, if frt ta^koa . Af to r ti nd ermUnd i ng tho n Atnro of my 
y consented to ^o on with mo, ftnd tliia mnn fumUhud 
J much rimiiicmcdt u Strap did to liodcriok IlAikdom. 
|ioat£onlonB ^^othoJHtf and iimg hymni tho Gnt dnj 
«tud]j» Finding tlmt I ftlimild bo obligod to bomr with 
kiin to try iomo i^f t)icui t^> gcKxl old «ong tuncsp «nd I 
I with liim, M wo rodo nlongj with grcAt inety. I found 

ok thnt very nearly auk wo rod in J01104* Mng of Ul* 
I MoAci»/' and tfmt ftoon bommo A fnvonrito §\t with ut, 

with so much *>nnicatncR« tj> mnko mo m oonTort — 
omotimoa with great Tchenjonco— thivt t hod no oihor 

on auch occaftlr>ns to rido hard down hill, which, tho 
ling unsiblo to dn, goncrally broite tho throfld of hu 
[lie was, h4>wovcr, Tory ixBoful to me in Uking chtr^ 
f wldle I went into tho woods aft^r strnigo bindi, uid 
Ld to tno thnt ho waited two days for me in ft pUoo 

ftpnio drawing* to iniiko. I atoppcd five d«ya in the 
IXcntucky, eiplnring thnt oitraordinary country, in 
If ft good PrrtabyteriiLn^ who chjirgod mo nothing^ uid 
Iki^pt Dio ft mnrith for unnK? l*?.^P{.»na in drawing which I 
LrianJiUra. Jit're my ps.-^hjvjiingiiyg ^lethodiat It^ft 
lltiirroiia firo rtlmf^at withi>iit wt^nd, and tlio wholo fnco 
Id Boemcd tn bo o^VLTcd with bloAsnmod 8trawl>crrie*. 
irow in immrnFO fturmtititii hiTo in tho proper Bo«on. 
lora of beautiful flowora that I hftvo novor soon bcfons 
In every dirtn-tion^ "'>mo of them citrcmoly olegnnt. 

irih:ibitntit.i keq> thoir milk in cayoe 100 fcot Ucloir 
Vi tho grnimd, ATid thpso cnvra extend ao fur undor- 
It they 1^^^" "^^^^ ventured to their oitTOmitiea, 
T 05 are tnld of flome tavom-kccpori, who wo au«pocted 
A trft^cUcri ft"d aeer<>tinij thoir bodio» in tlieao ciirot. 
l^ frftid i>f pi^^"S 3^°^ ^**° horrora, I wonhl rolato ftn 
1 had in *>"* ^^ *^*^ ^"*^^^ frightful of thoao caroB with 
horn it belong** Anil who ia strongly lUBpoctod of 
^ ^ e^^en by hia neighboum. The town I %m now 
FTof the SlAte of Tonnosaeo, and ia buiU on tho top 
1^ ? i^ ihoTe the CuinberlflJid river, which 1* ftboai 
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M large ta the SokoylkiU, bvi mvoh doeper. The people are now 
planting in their cotton fields, and it ia onriona to see the leeda 
^jring like raga of tattered cotton along in the trenchea. A propot 
of rage, I hare been obliged to throw a good many of mine OTer- 
boaid since I pnrehased a horse. My handkerehiels are reduced 
to three, and other articles in proportion. By the time I reach 
New Orleans, I expect to carry all the remainder on my back. 
My parakeet ia my faithful companion yet, and I shall try hard to 
bring him home with me. He creeps into my pocket when I ride, 
and when I alight he comes ont to amnse the people where I stop. 

Please present my respectful compliments to your mother and 
Islhar, and dont be offrnded at anything I hare said. If I hear^^ 
or see any i^iosta or hobgoblina between thia and Natoheii or 
anything worth teDing, you may depend on hearing firom mo. 

Oonplimenta to sister JoneSi ^kCf Ae.^ Ae., and beUere me to 
In, yniffi atltiittTnatt ly, 

ALSX. WILSON. 
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liiiiMla of dnidiigi'— d«t»ln0il hf nln*— ' vcitiif tion**^'*!*^ 

n«[fTo wtth 'two weodMi !««<"— Onil Itirpnyi — Matify 

AToa— trKTollort 'diitjiw llottoutoti'^unfcnlAblc riwitw, 4tf9lm^ 

|i -^ ' tllnir within doQra ' — ' poorr M«nd Lewtn ' *^ (Mtgual ^ 

'roArtn^ flt UufWo KTei- '— CHlcluMw«-*Ii}4lin »«»«*— 

*>rk» offiewt— TonMi«fr-WhJp-poOT-WU3^wll4 VAfid*— d«l«3r 

*bQ«T«nl7 plMii l*r thft lAli>iit«t*«tndUQ boj ind "lilfnr- 

ribl« sWAiniiii— OfltionI Wid« tlKmptcQ<-4 ' auMjklsf-Urd ' kUled 

n— (lupflTmtUion— ' Bttf-town *-* * while lAJUt ' with twfl tndUn 

It^WiM "Cupt Huflwst— * burning thlnt uid fofw*— ratnnitonB 

hll obitttclH uul -wmuHil wbUk«i '-K»t«b« diiHftb«4^ 

-rut UreL 

aisftippi Territory, 
L8, 1810. 

Ill roc woeks a^o I wroto to ^rou from NaaHTtU*, 
Ig ahuctH of lira wings j which I hope jou h^Te rfr« 
t nt that timo on tho point of lottitig out f<Kr Sk- 
iing dolairved a. weok by oonitwit And hoaTj ruii4| 
ng that it wonld add four hundrod miloi %o mj 
]lf!iain mo i^i leoai a month ^ and tho aoaion b«mg 
It nil cod, nnd no aubiicnhora to bo expected Uiero^ 

he idea, and prepared for a joumej through tli« 
was a^^lviAcd by many not to attompt it aloiie ; that 
bro dangoroiinj tlie BWAinpM Mid riven Almost impMU- 
kiatftncoj and a thoitaand otlior hobgobliitf were oon* 
lissuade me from going alone. But I weighed all 
Tin my own mind ; and attributing a groat deal of this 
] wid oxaggorated roporta, I ©quipped myielf for tha 

do an eicellent horse, on which I <Kiuld depend f I 
littol in each pocket, a loaded f owling-pieM belted* 
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aeron my dumlder, a pound of gunpowder in my flask, and fire 
pounds cf shot in my belt. I bought some biacuit and dried beef^ 
and on Friday morning, May 4th, I left Naehrille. About half-a- 
mile from town I observed a poor negro with two wooden legs, 
building himself a cabin in the woods. Supposing that this jour- 
ney might afford you and my friends some amusement, I kept a 
particular account of the various occfurrencos, and shall transcribe 
some of the most interesting, omitting CTeiy thing relative to my 
Ornithological excursions and discoreries, as more suitable for an* 
other occasion. Eleven miles from Nashville I came to the Great 
Harpath, a stream of about fifty yards wide, which was running ^ 
with great riolence. I could not discover the entrance of the ford, 
owing to the rains and inundations. There was no time to be lost, 
I plunged in, and almost immediately my horse was swimming. I 
set his head aslant the current, and being strong, he soon landed 
on the other side. As the weather was warm, I rode in my wet 
dothes without any inconvenience. The country to-day was a per- 
petual succession of steep hills and low bottoms ; I crossed ten or 
twelve large creeks, one of which I swam with my horse, where he 
was near being entangled among some bad drift wood. Now and 
then a solitaiy farm opened from the woods, where the negro child- 
ren were running naked about the jrards. I also passed along the 
north side of a high hill, where the whole timber had been pros- 
trated by some terrible hurricane. I lodged this night in a miner*s, 
who told me that he had been engaged in forming no less than 
thirteen companies for hunting mines, all of whom had left him. 
I adrised him to follow lus farm, as the surest vein of ore he could 
woriL Next day (Saturday) I first observed the cane growing, 
which increased until the whole woods were full of it. The road 
this day winded along the high ridges of mountains that divide the 
waters of the Cumberland from, those of the Tenessee. I passed 
few houses to-day ; but met several parties of boatmen returning 
from Natohes and New Orleans ; who gave me such an account of 
the road, and the diffieulties th^ had met with, as served to stiffen 
WBj leeohitioii to be prepared for eveiy thing. These men were as 
dii^ as Hottentots ; theirdress a shirt and t rowa er s ol >oanvaas, 
Mack, §nmj, and sometimea in tatttrt ; the akin burnt whevtfw 



hn ; emh mik a btid^et^ vrmpt up in ui old bUiik«i ; 
Ilit^QQ dAjM old^ idd«d to the «iofuknij o( tbm 
lb whi altogether uTtig«. Tbete pe«pl« camo frocn 
liitAry itreimt of the Ohio^ hired nt forty or £fly 
> rctum b«ck on their owri eicperaM*. Some had 
J hundred mifet to truveL Wlicn thoy ©ome to « 
[fordAble, thtjy eo»t it for ft falleii troo ; if thHi 

aj oQter with theif bndget on their head, and 

ottom^ drop it on their ihoalden, end t^ke to 

by hafe sometimes fourteen or fLTieen of euetl 

^1 A d&jf And morMftoi of MTei^ milet in length, 

noen equalled in vaj couiktry. I lodged tht4 

|biD4'«, where ten or tweke of theae men l^y oq 

Ithey KTAmbled up in the morning, they Tery 

|ined of being nnwetl, for which they gare tn odd 

bin doore, it being the fint of fifteen nighte they 

llged. ICert morning (SnndAy) I rode iix milei 

I© narue of Griodor, where our poor friend Lewie 

Ihe sfttue rCKJin whore ho oipiredi 1 took down 

or the particulars of that meUncholy event, which 

Imely. Thift houte or cabin is serenty-two tnilee 

end is the liut white man^i m you enter the 

Governor Lowia, she maA^ cAme hither About 
Li inquired if he could itiiy for the night ; And^ 
It tho saddle into the house. He waa droaaed iit 
li^o. iitriped with bhte. On being aaked if he came 
Itlhit thoro wore two eerranta behind, who wonld 
I called for some spirits, and drank a f ery Uttle. 
p arrived, ono of whom was a negro, he inquired 
Wiug ho wAfl «are he liad some powder in a eanirtttr. 
Ino difltinot reply, and Lewie, in the meAnwhile, 



Ivuirj lo ik^toi ttut thb WUH %h* brmn azi4 ratarpdiiaLf 
|]f»r ncTw the Rockf HomiiUUuH %9 Ua Fulfle Oonn^ hu 
|l-iUDrlU)4 otlabritj, Ths truf vuM 0I him acridmltUitfl: Ih* 
r dflUUfld ftlQTt, Li not jH knoiTEi to tli« puliUtf ; bul M« 
I forf«t Um buv ImputAUooi ind onul xt«fl«A, Whiot Uu 
I tAliMDt H^dlv kii«w not hffw to tetiok.-(3^L 
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walked baekwardi and forwards before the door, talking io hiinaelf . 
Sometimfliy iho aaid, he would seem aa if he were walking up to 
her ; and would anddenlj wheel roond, and walk back aa fast as he 
eould. Slipper being ready he sat down, but had eaten only a few 
moathfals when he started up, speaking to himself in a yiolent 
manner. At these times, she says, she obserred his face to flash 
as if it had oome on him in a fit fle lighted his pipe, and drawing 
a chair to the door sat down, saying to Mrs. Grinder, in a kind tone 
of Toioe, " Bfadam, tins is a veiy plessant erening." He smoked 
for some time, but quitted his seat and traTcrsed the yard as before. 
He again sat down to his pipe, seemed again composed, and casting 
his ^yes wistfully towards the west, obsenred what a sweet evening 
it was. Mrs. Grinder was preparing a bed for him; but he said he 
would sleep on the floor, and desired the servant to bring the bear- 
skins and bufialo robe, which were immediately spread out for him ; 
and it being now dusk, the woman went off to the kitchen, and 
the two men to the bam, which stands about two hundred yards 
olt The kitchen is only a few paces from the room where Lewis 
was, and the woman being considerably alarmed by the behaviour 
of her guest could not sleep, but Ustened to him walking back- 
wards and forwards, die thinks, for several hours, and talking 
aloud, as she said, " like a lawyer." She then heard the report of 
a pistol, and something fall heavily on the floor, and the words — 
"O Lord!" Lnmediately afterwards she heard another pistol, 
and in a few minutes she heard him at her door calling out " 
madam ! give me some water, and heal my wounds." The logs 
being open, and unplastered, she saw him stagger bacl^ and fall 
against a stump that stands between the kitchen and room. He 
crawled for some distance, and nused himself by the side of a 
tree, where he sat about a minute. He once more got to the 
room ; afterwards he came to the kitchen-door, but did not speak ; 
she then heard him scraping the bucket with a gourd for water ; 
bvi it appeared that tlus cooling element was denied the dying 
i I As soon as day broke and not before— the terror of the 
i having permitted him to remain for two hours in this most 
deplocable situation-Hdie sent two of her childrsn to Om bam, her 
oibebgaAhone^ to bring the Mrvaala; and tm going 
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Im Ijritig ott tho bed i he nooovtf^ hi» i£di, ud 

nere the ballet had eDicred ; » pieoo of tKe fora- 
I off, Atid hftd expofl«d the bram«» widiotit luiTing 

I begged they *rould i«Jce hu riflo nnd Maw oat lus 
louJd gtf e them lU the inonej he hud in hli tntnk. 

' I ton no cowftid i btit I ftm to itrong, lo haH to 
Id the senrant not to be &fr&id of him, for thmt ho 
I htm. He eipirod in ftbont two houT«, or jiut u 
iTe the treei. He liei buried doee by the oominoii 
I locee t&Um throim over hu gr»Te. I gave Grinder 
«i fence round it to shelter it from the hogi, ftad 

I ; »nd he g&re me hi« written promiBe he wonlil 
t pt»oe in » teiy mekncholj mood, whioh wee DOi 

f the proepect of the gloomy mnd wvage wildeniAte 

t entering alone. . . -, . 
from this melancholy reverie by the rowing of 

frhich I forded with conBidersble difficulty. I 
Lee soiitATy Itidi*n huti in the conrve of the diy, 
t>f open land nt oacb ; but bo wrotehedly oultirKt«d, 
Uke out to raise niaize onoiigh to keep in exiitenoe. 
L out the dintancca by holding up their fingen, 
lutry of the ChickftaawB, tliough orroneooily Uid 
Lps ftA thftt of the Ohcrokcea, I slept thU night 
Ihuta The Indij^iiS aprcjui a dear sklji for me on 
1^ a oilloT^ of niy portinantvau^ and slept tolerably 
Ilndlan laid himself down near me. On Monday 
fifteen milos, and slopl at an Indian^ to feed mj 
I ht of ^7 paroquet brought the whole familj 
IL womon are generally naked from the middle 
their beads, ii^ ^^^J instances, being rarely 



kfi a lafge >^^P' 



They have a yard or two of blue 



r , t ^^y of petticoat^ that reaches to the kneee« 
r JV^y naked ; eioept a kind of hag of bin* 
I ^ leaf ^^^^ *** ^^^ women have a short jacket, 
h over their naked body, and the rag of a 

T ^ ndaae I ^^ tonlay two offloen of the 
lieral •P JjJ"^ J„ p^ » better acoonnt of the ro«d 
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tlum I had reoeiTed. I passed throvgh many bad ■wamptto-dAj; 
and at aboat fiye in the eTening, came to the hanks of the 
Tennessee, which was swelled by the rains, and is about half-a- 
milo wide thirty miles below the Masde Shoals, and jnst below a 
long island laid down in your small map. A growth of canes of 
twenty and thirty feet high oorers the low bottoms, and these 
cane swampa are the gloomiest and most desolate-looking places 
imaginable. I hailed for the boat as long as it was light, without 
effect I then sought out a place to encamp, kindled a large fire, 
stript the canes for my horse, eat a bit of supper, and lay down 
to sleep,— listening to the owls, and the Chuck- Wills- Widow— a 
kind of Whip-poor-Will that is rexy numerous here. I got up 
sereral times during the night to recruit my fire, and see how my 
horse did, and but for the gnats, would haTe slept tolerably welL 
These gigantic woods haTe a singular effect by the light of a large 
fire, — ^the whole scene being dreumscribed by impenetrable dark- 
ness except that in front, where every leaf is strongly defined and 
deeply shaded. In the morning, I hunted until about six, when I 
again renewed my shoutings for the boat ; and it was not until 
near eleren that it made its appearance. I was so enraged at this 
delay that, had I not been cumbered with baggage, I belieye I 
dionld haye ventured to swim the river. I vented my indignation 
on the owner of the boat, who is a half-breed, threatening to 
publish him in the papers, and advise every traveller I met to take 
the upper-ferry. This man charges one dollar for man and horse, 
and thinks because he is a chief he may do in this way what he 
pleases. The country now assumed a new appearance,— no brush* 
wood, no fallen or rotten timber. One could see a mile through 
the woods, which were covered with high grass fit for mowing. 
These woods are burnt every Spring, and thus are kept so remaric- 
ably dean that they look like the most elegant noblemen's parks. 
A profusion of flowers altogether new to me, and some of them 
very elegant, presented themselves to my view as I rode along. 
This must be a heavenly place for the botanist The most obser- 
vable of these flowers was a kind of Sweet William, of all tints, 
from white to the deepest erimson ; a superb Thistle, the moat 
be an t if Bl I had ever seen ; a speoiea of Ftmktn^towuUf vety 
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orWigCp mud the nadJAting poUli bright oftrmine^ 

tJuj fi&wet ftbout four inchea ; "k ]u^ whtl« 

|dMr'» t^l I gTMt qiumtiliet of tbe Senittiire plMit, 

nUjr on being tonched, oor^rcd ih« gromnd m 

Almost every flowor wm new to me, •xeopt th© 

:*root and Coltiinbo, wbich grow in Abundjinoo on 

I At Bear Crcok, which ii « large &nd rapid ■tream« I 

(the Indi&n boyi with their blow-guni. Th««e ju« 

I levoD foot long, and porfeotly rtraight wh«ii w«U 

owe are rnndo of alonder ilipa of cane, twialod, and 

efore the fire, and covered for i«?er»l inches at ona 

own of thiiilea, in a apiral fonSj to as just to enter 

' a puK they can setid theie with inch Tioltn^ aa to 

' of a partridge, twonty yarda off. I let MV«ral of 

kg birdi by promiaea of rewitd, but oot one of them 

I also tried aoino of the blow-gtim myielf, but 

bneraUy defectire in ttrtugbtncM, I met six partiaa 

t-dny^ and many striiegling Indians, and encamped 

pear a amall brook^ whore I ahot a turkey, and on r^ 

fire found four boatmen, who itayed with me all 

|[)i3d Tue to pick the bonea of the turkey. La tha 

lird the turkiea gobbling all roimd me, but Dot wish* 

py horte, having no great faith in mj guests* honesty, 

my journey. This day (Wednesday) I paaaed 

noflt horrid awnmpa I had evor seen. These af«* 

i prodigious growth of canea, and high woods, which 

I out almoit the whole light of day for milei^ Thtt 

deep and slugg^h crook a that occupy the o^itrt are 

khere I had of ton to plunge my horse seven feet 

i of deep clay, up to hi a belly ; from which nothing 

logth and exertion could have resoued him. The 

I was equally bad, and beggars all description* Fotr 

everal miles, on both sides of these creeks, the dark* 

1 obecuree every object around. On emerging &otii 

; of these, I met Oenend Wade EamptoOj with 

laud a |)aok-hone> going^ as he said, loiranii Haeli- 
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vOk. I told bim ol tlM mvd eunpaigii immndktoly Ufoit him. 
IwMcowredwiiliiiiireandweii Midi ih<mght ho looked iOBM- 
whai Mriont at tho difBcaltieB ho was abovt to engage. He hat 
been rtaj tkk ktely. About half-an-hour before auiiaety being 
withiB nght of the Indian*!, where I intended to lodge, the erening 
being perfeeUj dear and ealm, I laid the reina on mj hono*i neok 
to liaten to a Mocking-bird, the firit I had heard in the Weetern 
eoimtry, which, perched on the top of a dead tree before the door, 
waa pooring out a toirent of melody. I think I never heard so 
eieellent a performer. I had alighted, and waa faatoning my 
horae, when, hearing the report of a rifle immediately beside me, 
I looked np, and saw the poor Mocking-bird fluttering to the 
ground. One of the savages had marked his elevation, and 
barbarously shot him. I hastened over into the yard, and, walk- 
ing up to him, told him that was bad, very bad 1 that this poor 
bird had oome from a far distant country to sing to him, and that, 
in return, he had cruelly killed him. I told him the Great Spirit 
waa ofiended at such cruelty, and that he would lose many a doer 
for doing so. The old Indian, father-in-law to the bird-killer, 
understanding by the negro interpreter what I said, replied thai 
when these birds come singing and making a noise all day near the 
house, somebody will surely die,— which is exactly what an old 
saperstitious O^man, near Hampton in Virginia, onoe told me. 
This fellow had married the two eldest daughters of the old Indian, 
and presented one of them with the bird he had killed. The next 
day I passed through the Chickasaw Big-town, which stands on the 
high open plain that extends through their country three or four 
miles in breadth, by fifteen in length. Here and there you perceive 
little groups of miserable huts formed of siblings, and plastered 
with mud and clay. About these, are gonondly a few poach and 
plum treea. Many ruins of others stand scattered about, and I 
question whether there were twenty inhabited huts within the 
whole range of view. The ground was red with strawberrieS| 
and the boatmen were seen in straggling partiea feasting on them. 
Kow and then a solitary Indian, wrH»t in his blanket, passed 
iddlent. On this plain are beds of shells, ol a large 
lof elali^■omeofwhiohareafano•t•ntir•. IthisdaystopI 
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I ft whito iTiAfij who HimI two Indum wlwi, iad ft 

If yaiuig ftAVKgos, tdl ui thi3ir tig Ic&vm. Not cm# 

Ipotilc rv word of Eii^liih, Thii niivn wm by birth « 

[liiul boon forty your* ftmmig the Chickuairi, Hia 

[ tnannDrft wero inVAga AEid worso tliAii Inditiu I 

jos of bofttmon to-Jny, imd oro«od a numbflr of b«d 

tcKids conticiTiod to exhibit tho 9Amo opon luiuriuil 

&t iii^ht I lodgod nt n whita mnn'i, who hnd iJso 

I nnmcron* progeny of young aavngoe* BtnrQ I 

lonant oE tho Ujiitod SIaIm itrmy ^nxioualy inquir> 

I Humpton. On Friday, tho •am© opoa wood* ooo- 

v'orivl part 108 of Indijvni, nnd paaaed two or ihrtm 

At Olio of thcao waro two firo» iu the y*rd, «tid 

I ton Indiftiw, mon Mid womon, w^uftt ontheg^und, 

thoro U gonomlly ono hou«a built of a oironlAr 

Jirtsd thickJy aXl over without and within with cUy. 

I hot houso, and it is tho gonorjd wiiit«r-quArtor of 

I lid wontlier. IIovo they nil konnol, and, hAring 

nor plftco f'^r the flni^ko to oflCrt]Xi| it muit bo * 

lulo forty or Jiffy of ihom hftvo it in oootipmicy. 

Ithpnd hnmloU wuro t^rL^nt drovpn nf oattloj hontOB, 

l^t'd ihift ni^^ht nii tho top of a liill, far from wntor, 

loi tjly Jrorn tlurnt. On Sritivrday, I pawod a nuinbor 

llo ftWAnipn. Tho wonthor ^oa oxtromoly warm, 

latUckod by A^nnothintf like tho ily^oiitLTy, which 

ImUint bumiiig thirst, atui wuakt^iird mo greatly* 

frctpitiiilly to wrtfili my licftd and throat in tho 

JhiJ burn tug thirat, nnd^ putting on my hat without 

I conaiduniUlo roUuf from it. Sinco crotning tho 

hoodi have bu on iutcrhpori*od with pino, i-nd tho 

1 moro Bandy. Thia day 1 jnot ft Captain Hughoif a 

I return froui Sjinta Foo. My oc u plaint inorvanod 

loon hi scarcely iit on horsobock^ and all night my 

Jo at won? parched with a bnniing tbir»t and iever^ 

ought 10 mo raw ogga, which I ato. 1 reimat^Kl tho 

Yr &nd to ward I evening, wid found great benefit 

» r«m«d/. I Inquirod aU tXong the road for f rtah 



f aad iar mmAj a week mede then afanoel my iole food, tiU I 
wnj eoie. The water in tlieee cene ■wampe k little 
I ; and under the heat of a burning ean, and the 
I of traTeOingy it ie difficult to repreei the argent calla of 
On the Wedneeday following, I waa anailed by a tre* 
i of rain, wind, and lightning, until I and my horaa 
wece both blinded by the dduge, and unable to go on. I aoug^t 
the fini BKwt open place, and, dimounting, itood for half-an-hour 
Wider the BKwt profuse heaTonly shower-bath I ever enjoyed. 
The roaring of the etorm was teirible ; soTeral trees around me 
WW broken off and torn up by the roots, and those that stood 
wws bent almost to the ground. Limbs of trees of sereral hun- 
dred wei^t flew past within a few yards of me, and I was 
astonished how I escaped. I would rather take my ohance in a 
field of battle than in sudi a tornado again. 

On the fourteenth day of my journey, at noon, I arriTod at 
this plaee, haTing oreroomo every obstacle alone, and without 
being acquainted with the country; and, what surprised the 
boetmen more, without whisky. On an aTerage, I met from forty 
to sizlj boatmen cTeiy day returning from this place and New 
Orleans. The Chickasaws are a friendly, inoffensiTe people ; and 
the Choctaws, though more resenred, are equally harmless. Both 
of them treated me with civility, though I seTeral times had 
occasion to pass through their camps where many of them were. 
The paroquet which I carried with me was a continual fund of 
amusement to all ages of these people ; and as thoy crowded 
around to look at it, gare me an opportunity of studying their 
ph y siognomies without breach of good mannen. 

In thus hastily running over the particulars of thii journey, I 
am obliged to omit much that would amuse and interest you ; but 
my preeent situation, a noisy tarem, crowded in erery comer, 
•Ten in the room where I write, with the sons of riot and dissipa- 
tioo, prevents me from enlarging on particulars. I could also have 
wished to give you some account of tins place, and of the oele-' 
bfafted IGssissippi, of which yon have heard so muolu On these 
■objools, however, I can at present only offer you the following 
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The best Tiew of thii plaoo and •mroimding Menoiy, k from the 
old SpaniBh fort on the touth tide of the town, about a quarter of 
' a mile distant. From this high point, looking up the rirer, 
Natohes lies on your right, a mingled group of green trees, and 
white and red houses, occupying an uneven plain, much washed 
into rafines, rising as it recedes from the bluff or high prectpitous 
bank of the river. There is, howcTor, neither steeple, eapol*, 
nor distinguished object to add interest to its appearance. The 
country beyond it to the right is thrown up into the same irre- 
gular knolls ; and at the distance of a mile in the same direotaon 
you hare a peep of some oultiTated farms, bounded by the general 
forest On your left, you look down, at a depth of two or three 
hundred feet, on the river winding majestically to the south, the 
intermediate space exhibiting wild perpendicular precipices of 
brown earth. This part of the river and shore is the general ren- 
dezvous of all the arks or Kentucky boats, several hundreds of 
which are at present lying moored there, loaded with the produce 
of the thousand shores of this noble river. The busy multitudes 
below present a perpetually varying picture of industry ; and the 
noise and uproar, softened by the distance, with the continual 
crowing of the poultry, with which many of those arks are filled, 
produce cheerful and exhilarating ideas. The majestic Mississippi, 
swelled by his ten thousand tributary streams, of a pale brown 
colour, half a mile wide, and spotted with tnmks of trees, that 
show the different threads of the current and its numerous eddies, 
bears his depth of water past in silent grandeur. Seven gun- 
boats, anchored at equal distances along the stream, with their 
ensigns displayed, add to the effect. A few scattered houses are 
seen on the low opposite shore, where a narrow strip of cleared 
land exposes the high gigantic trunks of some deadened timber 
that bound the woods. The whole country beyond the Mississippi, 
from south round to west and north, presents to the eye 
one universal ocean of forest, bounded only by the horiaon. So 
perfect is this vast level, that not a leaf seems to rise above the 
plain, as if shorn by the hands of heaven. At this moment, while 
I write, a terrific thunder storm, with all its towering assemble^ 
of black alpine clouds, discharging lightning in eveiy diraotkm, 

d2 
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ofvwliiQgi thii TMi lerely and giTw a nugniiiwaioe and mibluiM 
«flRMilotb« whole. 

EXXKkOn IBOM DIAXT. 

March P.— Yiaited a number of the literati and weal^y ol 
Cindnnati^ who all told me that th^ would think of it^ TiB.| sub- 
aerihing. They are a ?eiy thoughtful people. 

March 17.— Rained and hailed all last night Set off at eight 
o'docky after emptying my boat of the deluge of water. Bowed 
hard all day. At noon recruited myself with tome bisouita, eheeae, 
and American wine. Reach the Falls— night seta in— hear the 
roaring of the Rapids. After ezoessiTe hard work aniTe at Bear- 
grass Creek, and fasten my boat to a Kentucky one. Take my - 
baggage, and grope my way to Louisrille— put up at the Indian 
Queen TaTem, and gladly sit down to rest myself. 

March 1^.— Rose quite refreshed. Found a number of land 
speculators here. Titles to lands in Kentucky subject to great 
disputes. 

March 19. — Bambling round the town with my gun. Kramined 

Mr. 's drawings in crayons. Very good. Saw two new birds 

he had— both Motaoillie. 

March SO,Sei out this afternoon with the gun. Killed nothing 
new. People in taToms here devour their meals. Many shop- 
keepers board in tarems ; also, boatmen, land speculators, mer- 
chants, Stc No naturalist to keep me company. 

March fi.— 'Went out this afternoon shooting, with Mr. A. Saw 
a number of Sandhill cranes. Pigeons numerous. 

March j8J.— Pscked up my things, which I left in the care of a 
merchant here to be sent on to Lexington ; and baring parted, 
with great regret, with my paroquet to the gentlemen of the 
tarem, I bade adieu to LouisTille, to which place I had four 
letters of recoinmendation, and was taught to expect mudi ol 
erery thing there ; but neither receiTod one act of drility from 
thoee to whom I was recommended, one subscri)>er, nor one new 
bird; though I dsliTered my letters, ransaokeds the woods re* 
p«MUy, and Tkited all tiMcharaeteialikelji to subscribe. Seiaooe 
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not Dtio friend m ihit ptftoo. Erocy oti« k te 
|ng mone^ thftt they c«n t^k of nothing eke ; Mid 
det'oiTf their me&li thM thoy toaj return ih« 
btuineao. Their numnert oorrospond wiUi thwir 



tbii for hs^ feUcnn ; tb&y pUnt cK»ni, torn Chm 
J, And in tlie Autumn f«od upon oorn And pork — 
out the itwt of the year. 

IWei^ther cool. Walked to ShelVyrOlo to brwk- 
&Enc mtaer&ble log^houAOB in tLe tnidtt of rich fieldii. 
» 0/a, who wu mlliitg logs. S«t down betido kim, 
ritod in, though it wu about noon. 
^indiii^ mf baggag« not Ukely to come on, I Mt 
i for Lexinj^t^n, The wood* «vftna with plgp, 
iroodpeckera. Arrive exc«edinii^y f^iguod. 
L go you h^ir people talking of buying tnd t«Uing 
all traden. The Yankeeft^ whererer you find 
aen, FotJnd one here, A house CAipenter, who 
chuseita, and brou|^ht eome bAirelm of Applet 
I PoniiBylviitiift to this town, where be employe 
^n to hawk (ham About the itreetii at thirty-Mven - 
I per dojten. 

loulAting Bet of mortals here, full of lAWiuitt, no 

Iron of politics or newapitpere. 

|urtc«i(» of life^ the innumorable eivUitiet in deedi 

Q^ which coftt one bo little, &re Boldom found hen* 

I meet with hu eitlier aome land to buy or aell, 

Itomo eoATBO hemp or com to dupose of ; and if the 

lo not lead to any of theie he will foree it» 

|roceiire lest ddlitioi than in tokf pUoe I have eTer 

reapeot due to the fatiguet And priTAtiona of 

I where given, becauae every one haa met with aa 

ks he hAA Boen more than any other. Ko onft 

lYenturea of another, without intertupttog the oat^ 

to thAt, initead of an auditor, he beoomea » 

dventure-telling. So many AdTentm-era, aIao, oon- 

; about here, injure the mvmere of the people, 
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for aTsrioo and knavoiy prey moit Ireely and lafeljr upon pta- 
aengen whom thoy may norer moot again. 

Theoa fow obtorrationt are written in Salter Wbite'i garret, with 
little or no fire, wood boing a loaroo article here— the foroete being 
a fall half mile distant. 

Ajtril P.— Court hold to-day, large oonooane of people ; not leaa 
than one thousand honoi in town, hitohod to the eide-poete — no 
food for them all day. Horaos lolling by auction. Kogro woman 
aold tamo way : my roflootione while standing by and hearing hor 
cried, " three hundred and twonty-fire dollars for this woman and 
boy ! going I going! " V^oman and boy afterwards woop. Damned, 
damnod sUvery ! this is one infernal onstom which the Viiginians 
have brought into this country. Rude and barbarous appearance- 
of the crowd. Hopkins' double cuttors much wanted here. 

Ayril 10.— Was introduced to several young ladies this after- 
noon, whoso agrooablo society formed a most welcome contrast to 

that of the lower ordors of the otlior sex. Mrs • ab 

amiable, excellent lady ; think that sarage ignorance, rudeness 
and boorishness, were never so contrasted by female swoetness, 
affability, snd intelligence. 

April if .—Went this evening to drink toa with Mr. . . . ; 
was introduced to Mrs. . . - ., a most lovely, accomplished and 
interesting woman. Her good sonso and lively intelligence of a 
east far 8U|>orior to that of almost any woman I have over seen. 
She is most unfortunately unwell with a nervous complaint, which 
affects her head. She told me, most feelingly, that the Spring, 
which brings joy to every other being, brings sorrow to her, for 
in Winter she is always well. 

AprU f5.— Breakfasted at Walton's, thirteen miles from Nash- 
ville. This place is a fine rich hollow, watered by a charming, 
dear creek, and never fails. Went up to Madison's Lick, where I 
shot three paroquets and some small birds. 

April f0.— Set out early, the hospitable landlord, laAAO 
Walrw, refusing to take anything for my fare, or thai of my 
hotae, saying—*' Yon seem to be travelling for the good of the 
world; and I cannot, and will nol eharge you anything. When* 
•vw yoa eone this way, call and stay with me, you shall ba 
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'^ Thii k tlie Brit initikncfl of inch hoipitallt/ whiek I 
I the United 8t«ie»* 

f BS^^hbh Kfttchexi alter procurmg tinolvt atib- 

j ig roeetTod a kind lotUr of inviution from 

11 i^nnoA *^'» I availod myiolf of his goodzio«t, And tod* 

u &long %ii4d UiUfU road to hu houto ; whoro, though oon- 

J k ...i bod b/ A iovero iadiftpoiition, I wm rcc&if ed with 

gr«At hoipitolUy and klndnotft ; had a no At bod-room fcaaigtiod 

me ; mill wna ror^uoitod to consider nL^r^olf am At home during ibo 

time I should Bnd it eonvonient to iIaj In exploring this pArt i4 

the «Quntt7« 
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II U T«r7 uiifi>itunA()Q thhl 1 thokild bo » much lndlf|ioied m to t>« 
oenAnod to mj bgdin»m : nQToKlielMii^ t uunol |fT« up th« VAttk 0I hAYlxig Uw 
iJanjnini of iM»Uiff fou an ugti u jm^ And H fonrenlant. Tlii pffriuttl of Jmir Ami 
Tobiiufl of Omltbotoirr. Wtit mo bj Oaneml WLUtlnwD, lu* pfoaueod In nu « vny 
fntt dcMilra ol maktog ^wir noqqnUitADeo. 

I uudorvtaudt from mj boy« thAt jira fm^poH ^Bf In a few d«fB to Kcw 
OrloAu*, vhetM jcm vlU ■«« iciine ViniLU oabl^aU i>f n^tuml hliitotT thAl niaj 
ttitonMt jou. But, fti I pniumfl It 1* TO^ir LDt«nU«a to pro»ecTito jvar lnqjutrlas 
tatA thtt Lntorior ol otir etmutFyi^ thl« CAriDDt ba donfl bcti&r than from mj hofue 
m fduf h«dquJiftar«, wbon ororTthinff vttl b* OLido floaT«nkrnt tu joar wiahttAt 
Mf hmiM t[tftnd« UtnuUj In the fomt i uid your bHutlfkt Orloloi^ wtlh «th«r 
•Ivgint MnU, V* our «ouTt>jATd oomptuiloEM. 

Tb« bouvr Att«D<U ^^ with « eout^i «l honoi, mi th« irappoiltiuo IhU ti nay 
bi oaOT«nl«Di ffir ytax to viftt tu bo-daj ; otherwiH, ht thill mil Dpoo 7«i Miy 
other d^ thfkt rou ihall eppelDi 

imrMp*etMlrp*fl>t 

WILLIAM DinrBA& 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Lam of 4nwliigi tnd InoMMut lAbonr-clotvly «ngiffMl on third Tohwm 
Mlduiux— now apedM— Doatar. 

To Mr, William Babteiic 
Philadelphia, September 2nd, 1810. 

... Ineenant labour since my return, to make vp my loes 
of drawing!, which wore aont by poet from Nashville, has hitiierto 
prevented me from paying you a visit. I am closely engaged on my 
third volume. Any particulars relative to the history of the 
meadow lark, crow blackbird, snow bunting, cuckoo, paroquet, * 
nonpareil, pinnated grous, or blue grosbeak, if interesting, would 
be received by mo with much pleasure. I have lately received 
from Michaux a number of rich specimens of birds, printed in 
eolours. I have since made some attempts at this kind of printing, 
and have succeeded tolerably well. 

Mich%ux has published several numbers of his American Bylva, 
in Paris, with coloured plates. I expect them here soon. 

I ooUected a number of entire new species in my south-western 
tour ; and in my return I vudted several of the islands off the 
Florida shore, where I met with some very curious land birds. 

Mr. Dunbar, of Ketches, remembered you very well, and deaired 
■M to cany his good wishes to you. . . . 



t LETTER LXXXYI. 
'Dm tnd bkkoiy*— •dTloe toogfat tnd givvn— Minny aad LiWMm. 

To Mr. William Dukoak, Frankford, Penn. 
Philadelphia, Februaiy 12th, 1811. 

• • • So you have once more ascended the preceptor's rostrum, 

to wield the terrors of the taws and hickory, ^rying^s this situation 

isy and various and distracting as its avocationa sometimea un- 

X ^iNibledlyaie^it iselyiiiim to the aoaMa which you hsveklel/ 
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bore dQapiftod &nd insulted icrvitude. Y<m 
f hints I zuAy think proper for your preseat 
experienod Mid pmdettce rQiid«i' iwything 1 
uy, a« tt it all mc^ud«d in th^ two reialu* 
B AlrGodjr Uken ; fint, to duttogniih, ■• 
whole extent of your duty ; ^nd, Aeoondly, 
th«t to the best of your Abitltiei. Aooofd- 
ire &D(l pf:»werful thesis are, the greater good 
doing ; the higher uid more d^i^ed will 
nd the ©tiaier and calmer wiil your deport^ 
circuma twice of duty. Yon h*Te but iheM 
itp And the wholo rontino of tcnching will 
tnuiement ; 4nd orery closing d«y will ihed 
tiBsful tranquility^ ■* which nothit^g earthly 

mi9f e;Ecept what is proper for needful ei» 

urtielf completely mag tor uf yotir buaineaa* 
by ihe p«op of dawn ; tAko your regular 
mence your atatcsd studies. Bo under no 
;>eop]e think of you, or of your ttitpnhip ;. 
ment, and watch over the good conduct, of 
id to your caro^ aa if they were your own* 
ibility with your orden and arrmngoment*. 
»Teruh Of irritated ; but preserve a hrm and 
inergetic doportmentj in every emergency^ 
ter of one*i buBineWi and ever aniiou* to 
ty and honour, ia to be great, belored, re- 

that you had been aooommodated with * 
a more prirate and retired situation^ where 
ona would hftve been more your own ; and 
obbMUod hereafter. Try to diieoreryour 
>ar With all your energy to iupply them* 
fear nothing but rice and idleneu. If on« 
ir doiog one's duty, but the grateful aenaa* 
on ihe reirotpootion, the roeompeoM irottU 
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bo atmncUaii as thaM alone are able to bear ua up amidat ereiy 



At preaent I oannot enlaige f artber, my own mind being 
.banaaied witb diffionltiea relatire to my publication. I have now 
no fartber dependence on Mnixay ; and I mean to make it con- 
aiatent botb witb tbe fame, and tiie inteieat, of Lawaon to do bia 
beat for me. I bope yon will continae to let me bear from yoVi 
irom time to time. I antioq;wte moob pleaanre from tbe improire* 
meota wbicb I bare no doubt you will now make in tbe ae?eral 
aecamaiy depactmenta of your buaineaa. Widiing you ericy 
■ucoMa in your endeaToura to excel, I remain, witb abmera ra« 

fBTB, 460* • • • • 
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t LETTER LXXXVn. 
Newi giTW M in Utt«r LXZZI (Sm pp. 178). 
To hi$ VkTBEKf 

36tb February, 1811. 

Dbab Fathbr, 

I bavo made yarioua excuxiiont througb tbe United 
Statea in ({uest of ornithological tubjecta. My last route waa acrom 
tbe Alleghany mountaina to Pittaburg, thence to the falla of tlie 
Ohio, 720 milea alone, in a imall boat— thence through the Ohick- 
aaaw, and Chocktaw country, (nationa of Indiana) and West Florida, 
to New Orleani, in which journey I tuatained considerable hardabip, 
having many dangerous creeks to swim, and having to encamp fbr 
thirteen different nighta in the wooda alone. From NewOrleana 
I aailed to East Florida, furnished witb a letter to tbe Spaniab 
Qofemor ihmt% and Tiaited a number of tbe ialanda that lia to tbe 
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peninanta. I rotiimed to Phibdelphia on ihe 3d of 
lumber itt^t, aftor an ftba^noe of seven montbi. 

j.n pTofteeuting thia joumo/, I hbd »ometimei to kindle m Itf^o 
fire ; I then itript the cftnea for my horse, &te a bit of iopper, ajid 
Uy down to alfep, listening to the owls and cheek wills, wnd toa kind 
of Whip- Poor-Will, that are totj nmnoroua. 1 got np sevenJ 
timea during the night to recruit my fire^ and see how my horao 
did, and but for the gnata would hate alept tolerably well. Theao 
gigantic woods have a singular effect by the light of a large fire, tlt« 
whole scene bein^ circtimscribod by impenetrable darkness, exoepi 
that in frontf where eve^ leaf ia strongly defined and deeply 
ahaded., On paasing the fen^, the country aSBumed a now appear* 
ance ; no, brush wood^ or broken and fallen timber. One oonld seo 
a mile through the woods, which were coverod with high gran fit 
for mowing, A profusion of 5owers altogether new to mOp and 
ftonie of them very elegant, presented themielves to my tisw sa I 
rode along. Thia must be a noble ploeo for the botanist. Tli« 
moat noticeable of these flowers was a kind of tweet william, of 
all tints, from white to the deepest crimson. A superb thistle, the 
most beautiful I had oyer seen, a species of passion flower, wwj 
beautiful, a stately plant of the sun-flower family, the button 6i 
the deepest orange, and the radiating petals, bright carmine; 
the breadth of «he flower about four inches, a large white flower 
like a deer's tail, great quantities of the sensitire plant, that shrunk 
instantly on being touched, in some places coTered the groond. 
Almost every flower was new to me, except the Carolina penile 
root, and oolumbo, which grows in abundance on every side. 

On Saturday I passed a number of execrable swamps. 'Die 
weather was extremely wsrm, and I had been attacked by some- 
thing like the dysentery, which occasioned a constant bomiag 
thirst, and weakened me greatly. My complaint inoreased ao 
much, that I could scarcely sit on horseback, and all nigiit mj 
mouth and throat were pardied with a burning thirst and fever. 
On Sunday I bought some raw eggs, which I ate, and repealed 
the dose at mid-day and towards evening. I f oond greal benefit 
from this simple remedy, and enquired all along the road lor freah 
eggs, and fbrnearij a week made them almoei my sole food, valil 



I con^laied mf eure. The water in theie cane twao^M m little 
belter than poiaoiiy and ander the heat of a bnniiiig Ian, and the 
iatigam of traTelling, it ia diffieult to repreai the vrgent calla of 
thint On the Wedneedaj following, I was anaiM by a tre- 
I ttorm of wind, and rain, and lightning, nntil I and my 
were both blinded by the delnge, and onaUe to go on. I 
aovgid the fint open place, and diamoonting, itood for half an 
hour vndcr the moet profnse shower-bath I had ever en]<or^- 
. The roaring of the atonn was terrible. Sereral trees aioond me 
were broken off, and torn vp by the roots, and those that stood, 
were bent almoet to the gronnd. limbs of trees flew peet within 
a lew yards of me, and I was astonished how I escaped ; and I 
would rather take oy chance in a field of battle, than in snch a 



On the foorteenth day of oy joom^, ai noon, I arrived ai 
Hatches, Mlirissippi, after baring oreroome ereiy obstacle alone^ 
and without being acquainted with the conntiy, and what sur- 
psiisd the boatmsQ more, withont iHiisky. • • • 
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t LETTER LXXXVm. 

•A tHte' MitbomttoPlitlMw||t«iuj ••mtlUaB*-«Kplon^^ 

T» Mr. Datid Wilmn. 
6th June, 1811. 

• . . By the first opportunity, I will transmit a trifle to our 
old father, whose existence, so far from being forgotten, is as dear 
to me as my own. But, Darid, an ambition of being distinguished 
in the literary world, has required sscrifices and ezeroisos from 
me with iriiidi yon are unacquainted ; and a wiih to reach the 
lections rock of independence, that I might from thence assist my 
lelataTes who ars struggling with, and buffiitting the billows of 
adTeret^, has engsged me in an undertaking more laborious and 
» than yon are aware c^ and haa ocei^ied almost ereiy 
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|me tor ■«verftl je&n. Skuse Februafy, ISIO^ t 
^enl we«]u in the wild«me«s Alone, id vi lodka 
gun iuid m^ pistoli in mj bovom^ md fuit* 
«duc6d by iickneAB aa to be ■e&rcelj ahl^ to ituid, 
300 miles of » wMte tetUemeDt^ And imdir t^ 
e>f ^ degreei. . . . 



• LETTKB LXXXIX 

-(bk/4rtun«**Mopbnbta' lUt* of F^UIaj— ' v«(adar «v 

' Hvtn mlUtaui ' now trom ' lour' to lT4i la UiiJl«d Ttttlai 
I b0aia-«lc>kn«u— ' i^wUitloD of ■ nukb — 'J tiAt«, bovvvM^, 
i mjiclf D4Tvr to«Dticflor pnviudf ftm«n fa^mhli oi<|i« 
hlnf ' no Amplafment hett— mociit^r sia«d»d — B^v «| 
|-«m— fiiniibif'-DjiTid wail pl«&Md— hilp. bal dlAcultlv. 

L and 81STS&. 

obor 20, 181L 

fecoived by David your letter, and iKa pT««enl of 

fich plenae to accept mj ackrtowlfed^enta and 

your letter with attention, and heard trom 

aiAfortunea^ which have been eevero indeed, bnfc 

Igotten as much as posaible. The ropreaentatioii 

litato of trade, and situation of trad^mon in 

Itid, is truly deplorablop To me, it ii not ani^ 

lcr« abandon auch a country. My astonishment 

Vble to leave it shovid remain in it. Were the 

the aame desolation and bankrupt, with as 

Its of improTement, I wonld no more lieeitate 

I leave it than I would a half -ruined house ready 

|Eny 4ari* The United Statea and Its terriloriai 

seren millions of louli. In 1794^ when I £nl 

Ration waj less than four milliona* AH th«i«, 

are doing well. Yet, you imagine thare ii 

r chance left lor any single family I Th« 

I be aay, mi^ht be in ihi indiTidual, not in tlw 
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hMM (wt •Twy «ioo«ncwMit to Um •My mi 
Ton haT« freqneaUy iMwd of i w i i id hmi» Kow 
» and dktretui^ it it. Thert it uioUMr kind to widdi 
I art tometimet tabjtei on Uitir trriTtl hert, and for 
a ftv aontlMi tfter, otUed Jko«M-«idbMat, no Ittt ditt gr tea bl e white 
il ktlt ; bvt tliete nuJadiet art gononUy tompomyy and loATt 
Um pttioit genonUy better thtn before, with a keen appetite and 
renoftted tpiritt. If you can conquer the qnahnt of thia latt 
kind on jour first arriTal, and look round yon for improToment, 
with the readution of a man determined to aarmount diffiooltieai 
eooM when yon wiU you will certainly ancoeed. I haye, however, 
determined with myself never to entice or pertnade a man from 
hit nalnre oonntry to a foreign land. Theae are adventurea that 
ahonld be undertaken on hit own riak, and supported on hit own 
leaohitiont. But you have aakod my advice with to much 
eamettneat, that I would be acting a moat unnatural part did I 
refute it. There it little chance of following the employment of 
bleaching here ; but there it an infinite number of employmenta 
betidet to which your own judgment and activity may direct you. 
Aa to the preote tum of money necettary for you tu hav^ on 
your arrival, I am not fit to determine. Some little furniture* 
will be necettary, and other artidea, to tet up honiokeeping. In- 
duttiy and economy will toon arrange all thete matten. Robert 
Shaw, formerly of Seedhillt, maket a good living in New York 
by dyeing and cleaning of clotliet. He alto keept a tavern, and I 
do not tee why tomething of the kind might not alto do here. 
But of thete mattera, you yourtelf mutt be the judge. It it alto 
customary here for aomo people to farm land on what it called 
Th» Sharu ; that it, for half the produce of the ground. There 
are many avenuet for indnttry here ; but the man mutt choote that 
best tuited to hit tatte and capacity. David ia well, and livet 
with me. He leemt very well pleated with hit new lituation, and 
I ahall endeavour to make it mutually advantageoua to us both. 
I am, with sincerity, 

Diiin BaoTHin AKD Snm,^ 
Affectionately yonrs, 

ALKX. WIXJ90N. 
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I. 2Bi\ IdU. 

I your kind letter, of May $1, with » copy of '* Tim 
itreiaelj agreeable to me, and intopeiting to ottOf 
a yoara hoA licorrl nothing concerning you^ but 
forgot you, nor the many friendly ftcta he hikd 
you. I have n»nd yotJr poem seTem] times. It 
rim^o of Aubjf^etj, and contama much eicelbnt 
f^rer&t vrelUdrawTL skotchos, among which thftt of 
reader, it iKrnapicuous and juat To the prtyer ol 
i I moat heartily say Amen, 
r the information you hav-e given m# of my old 
Kennedy J Pick en, &g. and am glad to Jindp that, 
., disaatera and convulaiona of domeatio life, your 
) meet its rewaixl. The contnvit between your lift 
the laat twenty yoara haa been great ; yet, I much 
r, with both in [>erapoctive, I ihould have been 
ge fatei, and I am aore you noTer would j so nei* 
A3 complain. 

Mt I receive from Brttain acknowledges the gen* 
trade and the atiJTeringa of iti manufacturer*, I 
id me in thia happy countiy but peace, proaperity, 
Get merchant! indeed have eiperieneed great em* 
i fenendlx ipeaking tlie country Is flouriihiiig. 
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The oentot of our population amountt to npwudi of wren millioni ; 
nearly double to what it wai when I fint landed in Ameriea. What 
nation on eerth ean produce a parallel to thief 

My dear Sir, I cannot recal to my mind aome of our aodal inter- 
▼iewi without a smile. You found me in early life an enthuaiaatio 
young man, punruing what I thought right, without waiting to 
consider its expediency, and frequently Buffering, (and that feelingly 
too) for my temerity. At present, I hare the aame ardour in the 
pursuit of my object, but the object ia aelected with more diaore- 
tion. 

If you aee my old friend David Brodie, (for I understand that 
he still treads this earth, in propria per$<ma,) present him with my 
rsspeots. Ho and I mutually studied each other's characters for* 
some time, with the laudable design of telling each other all that 
we knew ridiculous and contemptible of each other. My report 
was made first, and in full detail ; David's never made its appear- 
ance, and so I lost a very favourable opportunity of knowing my 
own faults. I suppose he found me so heterogeneous and oontra- 
dietofy~so confounded bad, and entangled, that he did not know 
«l which end to begin. 

My dear Sir, I shall be always glad to hear from you, when you 
find convenient to write, and beg you would conv^ my sincere re- 
speols to the surviving friends you mention, partioulariy to Mr* 
MHSavfn, and believe me, with great truth, 
Dear Sir, 

Tour moit'obliged friend, 

ALBX. WIIJ90N. 
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t LETTER XCI. 
A wadtwrlaaccthad,iadtHn tndspidwMS. 
To •Friend, 
Hovember Sd, 181L 
Mr Dbab Fusim, 

I waa a wanderer when I was in Scotland, and f have 
mm liiiek man so ainoe ny arrival here. Few Amarioana have 



of their oountey than I hAvt doiM», vad ntme lo^e it 
, _ .rrtD&e hu not yet p^d me up «U her pTt>tiita«a, mftor pU 

I Id goo*e d&aao ahe haa led me ; butih« begini to look » Uttl« 

pwnous thhn tuaftJ, mnd 1 md not without hcipo, Twen^ 
jwn of diatppointment We onlj vhetted n^ App»tit« for inde- 
pendence* . * . 



t LETTER XOU. 




Ot 'Wtaoii Trcm'^ French lAxi,^ufl^ — - OroltliolAgy' — tnbiuUtt«t) (if * Forvst 
ftwu'^^BTtdlanl — BnrhAm — BiiTtoa — 'fortjf &«w ipHiHul Luid JUIrcl*,' 

To Mr. F* A. MiCHA^TX. 
P3ul&delphifty Tune 6tb, 1812, 
My Dbab Fbiekd, 

I had the pleasnre of reoeiTing a letter from yoa, 
dated April 10, 1812; but liTing at Mr, Bertram's, I hare not yet' 
■een Mr. Oorrea, the gentleman who brought it ofer. I hare alao 
had the great satisfaction of examining the plates of yoor four 
numbers of Forest Trtei, which are beautifully executed ; and I 
regret most sincerely that my little knowledge of the French 
language prevents me from perusing with equal satirfaetion, the 
interesting particulars you relate of their history. I expected 
long before this to be able to congratulate you on the publication 
of a translation of your work here, and I announced the same in 
the preface of one of my Tolumos ; but sorry I am to inform you 
that no steps have yet been taken to put the design in exectttion, 
and 1 fear none wiU bo taken for many months to come. Unless 
there bo an e? ident certainty of profit, booksellers, in general, are 
Tery indifferent to publish works of any kind, howcTer great 
their merit may be ; and the poor author's feelings are littb 
regarded. Few men baye known this more experimentally than 
myself. I have sacrificed eveiything to pnbUsh mf OrmUnoiogf 
lui>T« written ax Tdlumee and am engaged on the MTWiUi* • • • 
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I hiiTe frequently oooTened with Mr. Bradford about publieh- 
ing a traiiBlation of your Forest Trees ; and you may rest aiaured 
that, ihould it be undertaken, I will uae all my influence in its 
favour. Were you here yourself, I have no doubt but it would 
be undertaken, and I think with suooefls, for all who have aeen it 
admire it. I procured our good friend, Bir. Wm« Bartram, a 
eight of it, and he was greatly delighted with its appearance. One 
of my friends read a great part of it in English to him, and he waa 
highly satisfied 

Dr. Barton has not yet published his Oeneral Zoology f*wldck he 
has been announcing, from time to time, for so many years. It 
is much easier to say these things than do them. 

Mr. Wm. Bartram is still as you left him, and you are frequent- 
ly the subject of our conversation at table. I have made many 
extensive excursions lately, and have diicovered, in all, about 
forty new species of Land Birds, never taken notice of by any 
other writer. I am now engaged on the Water Birds ; and had 
just returned yesterday from the seashore when your letter was 
presented to me. Dr. H. and Bir. P. have both publicly an- 
nounced your work, but as no translation has been yet made, it 
has not been reviewed by any of our writers. 

Wishing you all the success which is justly due to the labours, 
joumies, and investigations you have made in behalf of Natural 
Histoiy, I remain, Ac" 

* TUi wovfc, which It WM tiM latontlcm of tiM kto lamMd imfenor to mtltte 
"EtooMBta of Zoology," after being ten jmn la tho preia, wm MtTaaood no 
farther thu A/^y-tix pegee, In oetiiTO. at the deeth of tho Author. It doee not 
•ppeor that be left much miiBiMerlpt matter la oontlntiatioii, ooneequentlj the 
imblle win dert^ no beaeflt from a work whidi to too iaoomplete for publication. 
The printed aheeta I ha^ read not onlj with aattofactkm, bat Inateuetlon, and 
aannot foitear ezpreaaing mj ragret that an vadertaking which Dr. nartoB 
emtalalj knew how to perform, and to which hto learning wm adeqnnto, ahonld 
I In emtarjm. The art of < 
I the proiMBor WM not gTMtlj dtetlagntohad.-OiiA 
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t LETTER XCiri, 



|Qicn1tiea §md HAnlihi[»i I have ^nooimterod In lif« 

to me. Iti yo^ih I hmd wrong iden^ of ltf»« 

often ted judgment ftetrAj. You would find tao 

|>m the son ^ou knew ine in Pakltfj^- 

I prt^ipitAte, thaugh often ^ 



t LETTER XOIV. 

ntwVa^ PhlLidolphlA' — Hudson '-Oibiknt ttionttninc ^ Lute* 
■b«w btirls — Connortieiit flT«r — OhTerhlll — awnndad ' 
j* fii^pl^UiJti «f tbi beut '— TCi« of I 

[ 13th, IB12. 



I not ill mj power at present ta pvo you Atiyihinj 
|ht sketch of tny riiiublcs since leaving PhiUdel* 

» lip the Hudson afTurded grout pbasurep mingled 

fgrot that you wi*Tc not along with nie, to thare 

About thirty milos south of Albany we pa>«ed 

I of the celvbraUd Cutskili Mountikins, a gigimtia 
Jrith forest to tho summits. In the river here 1 
livion rcod {Zivinia aquaUta) growing in gfsftt 

[odls eitending ftlong the middle of the rivtr* I 
i* wings f and s^me Block I>nekS| but no lUil, or 



^ my journey led me over a mggedj monntain- 
I Lake Champl&in, along which I coa«t«d oe far aa 
I Vermont. Here I found tho little coot-footed 

ope^ that you lent to Mr. Feole ; m naw and 
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ekgantljr nmrkcd Hawk ; niid obsorveil sonio BUck Dnokt. Tho 
shores aro altcniato saiuly bays, aad rocky hoadlai^ds nimiing into 
the Uke. Every tavorii was crowded with oflioon, soldiers, and 
travellers. Eight of ns were left without a bed ; but having an 
excellent groat-coat, 1 laid myself down in a comer, with a de- 
termination of sleeping in defiance of the uproar of Uie house, 
and the rage of my companions, who would not disgrace them- 
selves by a prostration of this sort 

From Lake Champlain 1 traversed a rude mountainous region 
to Connecticut river, 4>ne hundred miles above Dartmouth College. , 
I spent several days with the gun in Groton, and Ryegate town-- 
ships, and made some discoveries. From this I coasted along the 
Connecticut to a place called Haverhill, ten miles from the foot of 
Moose-hillock, one of the highest of the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire. I spent the greater part of a day in ascending to the 
peak of one of these majestic mountains, whence I had the most 
sublime and astonishing view that was ever afforded me. One 
immensity of forest lay below, extended on all sides to the farthest 
verge of tho horizon ; while the only prominent objects were tho 
columns of smoke from burning woods, that rose from various 
parts of the earth beneath to the heavens ; for the day was beauti- 
ful and serene. Hence I travelled to Dartmouth, and thence in a 
direct course to Boston. From Boston I passctl through Ports- 
mouth to Portland, and got some things new ; my return was by 
a different route. I liavo prtKsnred three new and beautiful 
Hawks ; and have gleaned up a stock of remarks that will bo uso« 
fol to me hereafter. 

I hope, my dear sir, that you have been well since I left you, I 
have myself been several times aflUcted with a violent palpitation 
of the heart, and want to try whether a short voyage by sea will 
not be bonefjcial. 

In New England the rage of war, tho virulence of polities, and 
the pursuit of commercial speculation, ongrou every faoul^. Tho 
voice of Scionoe, and the charms of Nature, unless those last pre- 
sent themselves in tho form of priio sugars, ooffeo, or rum, are 
N^ t i oa t od with eontompi. 
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f LETTER XOV. 



Itfti mv ; no I knvej Ixjon oblijfocl to «lo oxt» 
l^r, Ncit wcok I shali pnUhih my iOTonth 
fend you your c^py with tho cArliett <j|>p*>r- 
tn^'ftgcd with Ihodncki, allorwhiob, thut I am 
1] be coinprohoiKli>d in Ui9 ^ighlh voUimo, 
lejuure of aooiiig yon, 1 hsTu hiirdly Idt tho 
1 imd I lojig maat nnlontly ta hroallio ottoo 
J Ihe country^ imd gazo on t]w loverly fivco of 
Icntivonicnt hr tho family ti> iMScnnimo^kto mo 
Ithii iiiinmor ? Ptcaao to let mo kuov, 

I tho cobbrntiHi Mr. Wott, * proof improi- 
ki^torical pictiiro of tho doAth of AamiriU _ 
l^h I highly vnlno. 

1 SiVbty of Pliiladolphift havo dono mo tlii) 

A teenib^r, for which I must certainly, in 

u I communication i>n aomo iubjoet, thia 

*incU to honr from yon ; and, with my boit 

Ih -wid happinoM, am very tnily 

Yntir Aincoro friond. 
ALKX, WIL80R 



f LETTER XOVL 

T Nwo *»lnir In wt>f^ hmlth." 

|ijy« tmi 

fitf from tioing in guo<l honUh. Intonto 
I hurt tuo jnuoh. My 8th vojnnio ii now in 

I jHiWiihod in Nnvrnilwr. Ono Tolunm mm^ 
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NOTE. 

It Memi a remarkable and inexeatable thing that in the roprinto of 
Wilion'e great work, e, g., Sir WiUiam Jardine'e and Profonor Jamie- 
tony the ' Prafacoe ' of the tnoooetiTe Tolumea have been (with the 
ezeeption of the first) either altogether omitted or mutilated. Their 
reprodaction among hie Proee ia at oooe redroM of an injniy and the gift 
to readers oo the hither side of the AUantio of a series of really oharm- 
log BMayi, On the seleotion— literary as distinguished from soiontifio- 
proper— given under this heading of Bmays from the * Onithdogy/ 
see PreCaee hi the piessnt TolnaMi 

O. 
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Isflfis of ' <^rnif|oFosE/ 



ESSAY I. 



AK AiriClXJTS FOB A FRSPACK. 



of A Phjface «ectn* t^i bo cither to dncifbitQ th# 

in of the work vT to invnko the clcnicHc/ (*r the 
ulwcrvviti^Tifl aahrvv^ l.ecn Umw^ht niH^cJwuuy for Uio 
p ft>mjd in the IntruiUictinn ■ c]s tnjmoly lolicitovw 
ltt<jr^ I be^ Ic-ive to rulaU; tlio f< allowing wiocdoto. 
W Lit^ viiiita to d frictuVji in tho cfiuntjy, I found 
Lull, a line hoy of c^i^^ht nr nino yeanj of n^, trho 
iiit^jirn fi>r his (j<lncjitit>u, jnat rotuniing fr^jm & 
L noi-hl>fJUriii^ woiPda and ricffU, whoro ho hiwi 
Unil VL'iy hamleomu btinch of v^ild flrjwora^ of a 
on^nt colors ; md, prvacntin- thoni to litn njothor, 
i animation ui liis coimk-nanco, '*Lnokt my clear 
ifiil aowors I hAvo ff^iiuil groiruig on oiir pjftco J 
rotKlB arc f"H of tliem ! mi, omng^j, bine, and 
llor. 0, I con gothor yon n whob parcol of thorn, 
L tJuvn thow, >]I growing in oiir own woodi I Shall 
[l gf) nnd bring nioro /'' Tho good wonuui rocoiyod 
Ucra with »imiio of affiK^tionato com^iUconcy ; Mid, 
[for flfJtBo tim4J the boantiful iimplicity of Nature, 
' conMTki ; wid tho liUto folloir wont ofl; oa tha 
lo oioeatd Ku delightful oouimiadoiL 



r\ 



840 WBHAYn or 'ornitholoot.' 

The timiliiiide of this liUle boy*! entkusiAsm to my own, ttrack 
mo ; and iho reader will need no explanations of mine to uake tlM 
applicalion. Should my country reoeiTe with the same graeioiM in« 
dulgeiioe the specimens which I here humbly present her ; should 
she express a desire for me to go and bring her more, the highest 
wishes of my ambition will be gratified ; for, in the language of my 
little friend, our whole woods are fuU of them ! and I can ooUeot 
himdreds more, much handsomer than these. 

ALEXANDER WILSON. 

FsiLADBLPHiAf Sq^Umbtr 1, 1808. 



ESSAY II. 

WHAT THB WORK IS TO BB. 



In the commencement of a work of such magnitude, and so novel 
in this country, some account will necessarily be expected, of the 
motives of the Author, and of the nature and intended execution of 
the work. As to the former of these, it is respectfully submitted, 
that, amusement blended with instruction, the correction of 
numerous errors which have been introduced into this part of the 
natural lustory of our country, and a wish to draw the attention 
of my fellow-dtisens, occasionally, from the diMordant jairings of 
politics, to a contemplation of the grandeur, harmony, and wonder- 
ful variety of Nature, exhibited in this beautiful portion of the 
animal creation, are my prindpal, and almost my only motives, in 
the present undertaking. I will not deny that there may also bo 
other incitements. Biassed, almost from infancy, by a fondness 
for birds, and little elie than an enthusiast in my researches after 
them, I feel happy to communicate my observations to othors, 
probably from the mere principle of self-gratification, that source 
of so many even of our most virtnoiu actions ; but I candidly de- 
clare, that lucrative views have nothing to do in the businees. In 
all my wild-wood rambles, these never were sufieient either to 
•Ihiri me to a an|^ exonrsioni to disoourage mo from one, or to 
ypoBorpoMlinthopraBontpQblioatioiL Myhopooon 



£autAyi or ^ooMtTHOxgar/ 
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humble ODOUgh ; I oaIc only ftupi^tort a^\^til to m^ 

^« k^dAbilitf of my tntGntionn, 1 expe<rt no moro i 

her OortAin eveii of ibis. But, l^aTixig th« imuo 

to faturitjr, I feh«Ilf in the inouttlm«, ootnfori 

good old Mkg0, **Hftppy »m ihoy who ©xp«ot 

by Bhfdl not be djsnppomlod," 

Lture of tho work, il is int4?nded to eompnlunhd 

Ind roproBontntloii of orory »podoi of our n^ti^A 

ahoToa of Bt. Inuronoo to tlio mouihi of the 

[ from tlic AtLintlc Ot^iin to tho mtcHor of Loutii* 

\ bo ongmvcd in ik «tjlo mi potior to luiytliuag of 

* publiahed ; and colored from NstiiTQ^ with thi 

I adhorenco to tho tmo tint« of the onginftL 

Oiint of identifio namofl, colors of biUit dAWi| 

i form but a dry detail i neither in ft publbft- 

cnt kind, where evory spocici it fiutWuDy figured 

ft long snd minuto doscription of the form and 

Itoly neccssnry . Thi» wou 1 d , in tho opinion of »omo, . 

pzng a gentlein:in to conkpany, with " Ladies and 

— , Ho has on rt Uno coat^ white pantaloons, 

!.j Ac., while a Bmgle glance of the eye, over the 

told iu &11 this bcforo tho orator had time to 

Jh ; so in&mtely moro rapidly do idi^aa reach tt« 

iiiim of tho oyo ilian by that of the ear« 

f prey on tho best of colora, what is necOHsary, 
J will by no moans bo omittod, that the %urei and 
ly mntuckUj corroborate each othor^ It is also my 
I more Ijirgely than usual into tho miuinori and dis* 
1 roflpectire spociei ; to bocoiiio, as it were, their 
|her, and to ddineato their Tsrious peouladtieej in 
buildingp economy, &&, as far m my own obter- 
Itendod^ or the kindness of others may furnish me 



logy of the United St&iei exhibits a rich dispky of 
lid colors, from the green, silky, golden-bespangled 
ante Bumming Bird, scarce three inohoi in ei:tent^ 
^pery wings of the gloomy Condor, of liiteen f««t| 
G 2 




MS. wmMnm 

▼kill ov mottlMfm 

€f mm^^iikn, tlwl for wmUmi^ "wiHr* «id 
IbjBD conteyan witk; mi tfftr-AMtgiif 
i from tofrid to taipwritt^ Mwi ftroi acfiWetm W 
in qncai €f Milabfo ■mwom, load Mid cliMlt) 
md oadi an ■— mg di i w li^ in lidbH^ economy, fotm» diipomUo«» 
Mid &cahiMy oo imiloffmfy horeditMy in os^ qpeeiea. Mid to com* 
ploicly adeqiyUe to tlidr peenliar w»iito Mid eoBTMMiieOi m lo * 
averwMm xm with astonialuiieiii ai tlM power, wisdom, Mid b«M* 
fieenee of tlM Crmtor ! 

In p ropor ti on m we beoome acquainted with tlieee pariienlan, 
€nr fisits to and rendence in the country, become more and more 
ai^reeaUe. Formeriy, on tuch occauoni, we (onnd oureelTea in 
■olttode, or, with respect to the feathered tribea, aa it were in a 
atnnge country, where the manners, Umgnage, and (acea of all, 
were either totally overloc^ed, or utterly unknown to ua : now, 
we find ounelTes among interesting and well known neighboura 
and acquaintances ; and in the notes of every songster, recogniaa, 
with satisfaction, the voice of an old friend and companion. A 
study thus tending to multiply our enjoyments at so ohei^ a rale, 
and to lead us by such pleasing gradations, to the contemplation 
and worship of the Great First Cause, the Father and Preserver of 
all, can neither be idle nor .useless, but is worthy of rational beings, 
and doubtless, agreeable to the Deity. 

In order to attain a more perfect knowledge of birds, naturalists 
have divided them into Classes, Orders, (Genera, Species, and 
Varieties ; but in doing this, scarcely two have agreed on the same 
mode of arrangement ; and this has indeed proved a source of 
great perplexity to the student Some have increased the number 
of orders to an unnecessary extent, multiplied the genera, and out 
of mere varieties, produced what they supposed to be entire new 
species. Others, sensible of the impropriety of this, and wishing 
to simplify the science as much as possible, have reduced the orders 
and genera to a few, and have thus thrown birds, whose food, 
habits, and other charaoteristical features are widely diilerent, into 
one and the same tribe, and thereby confounded our perception of 
«hii beantilnl gmdattoo of affinity and rseemblanoe, which Hatnre 




hj«:t*i*n* i 




«jj kmlnm for t^« panuit i 
[ef«ni* ijitomi which ^r» b«M < 
j.M)*h^d hf Vt lAOmn, in hii •* ] 

f,vn$ »l«r»nieiati<m«i ; and ■», m ^^ 

^^ ii; wUich e*ci» btj^ bel^?«g«, Hiji ^ ^ 

_^JjfT #s«ir>tlonB, has bcTD gvnenUj foClov«i m 

^Tfk, r* • i»ilKP^ proper lo introdoe* ii k«««, ^ t^ 

pj^,^i,>iiiO ^ntniutbn of t^ Tttdm* . , . 

^^ Hew Pf eliowhere, u adentifieyteetaiaL] , , , 

^^ «fe*btf ^ expected tlt*t, ia • pafaiiatkM «f 

lyheMtM <i»nmeiico with ihe ofxkr Aedptbv*^ wi 

' 4||fe^ th« difTorcni «rd«n tznd gencn MMpdJag 

iijit<««n «lnp*e*l- "^^^ lK>w«T»r d«w»We, u a 

_^^ jjig^Uior impractidbl*, nukn, UMbed, v« 

* ^^,,p#«i or drawing! of ercry pvtktikr ifocM 

i^i^iulioti whicl^ no pfiT»t« iadiTidiul turn 

J^^V •^^^^ efto « T«* bo^ c£ Tk» Work k 

H 1 m^ eonipil**"^ fesm bookn, with ^ 

,-^ *i#^ ^^i^ whidi woiild b# but ft 
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Nainrei embncing the whole Ornithology of the United States; 
and M it is highly probable thai numerous speoiosi at present 
entirely unknown, would come into our possossion long after thai 
pert of the Work appropriated for the particular genera to which 
they belonged had boon finished, and thereby interrupt, in spita 
of OTory exertion, the regularity of the above arrangement, or 
oblige us to omit them altogether. Considering these circum- 
stances, and that during the number of years which the completion ' 
of the present Work will necessarily occupy, the best opportunities 
will be afforded, and every endeavour used to procure drawings of 
the whole, a different mode has boon adopted os being more 
agreeably diversified, equally illustrative of the science, and 
perfectly practicable; which the other is not. The birds will 
therefore appear without regard to genorical arrangement; but 
the order, genus, &c., of each will be particularly noted, and a 
eomplete Index added to the whole, in which every species will be 
arranged in systematic order, with reference to the volume, page, 
and plate, where each figure and description may be instantly 
found. 

From the great expense of engravings executed by artists of 
estabUshod reputation, many of tliose who have published Works 
of this kind have had recourse to their own ingenuity in etching 
their plates ; but however honourable this might have been to 
their industry, it has been injurious to the effect intended to be 
produced by the figures,— since the poitU alone is not sufficient to 
produce a finished engraving, and many years of application are 
necessary to enable a person, whatever may be his talents and 
diligence, to handle the graver with the facility and effect of the 
'pencil ; while the time thus consumed might be more advan- 
tageously employed in finishing drawings and collecting facts for the 
descriptive part, which ii the proper province of the Ornithologist. 
Every person who is acquainted with the extreme accuracy of 
•minent engravers, must likewise be sensible of the advantages of 
having the imperfections of the pencil corrected by the excellence 
ef the graver. Every improvement of this kind, the Author has 
itodiously availed himself of, and has frequen^ f umidied the 
arlfatwith the Uviiigornew]y.killed subject itself to assist his ideaa. 
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lmpr$«iioti«, thi» iain^ tcmpiiloiit Altinll^a 
Bituto tho trae tinU of the origiii«L llt« 
iho detcHptioTW, pttjticnliirly thow of iHtt 
111 m Ago, hjiTQ b«uQ written in tlv« wood«p 
b Tio»| Uftfing fM litlla M poutbb to ti]«9 
Q. Aft to wliAt rvUiot to tli« munnen^ 
» blHi, the pnrtictikn ott tliMO iMiill ftre 
AaI nbaorralion, from R)Cint>rftli4ft tftleoQ on 
flVr, ft* tlj<>y will in nutnj poinU, from ftintKU* 
tl enn bo viitl in thoir liohiUf, ihat » linglo faci 
ott wliidi tlio Writor wa* not Iiinuolf wttOMi 
IboMO €m w)ioiw jnctpn«^iii and Viirnoitj 1io b^ 
bo plftcotL Wioii lib own it^Ksk of oImottk. 
lUtoti, mvd not tdl thon, lio Haji hml rooourao 
i&id on tbo uitno lubjoct, and bll Uio mo«t ro- 
ye» of A Riiuilor natiiro h^ro boon ^ninlt<>d^ 1$ 
e obtained ; not neglecting tho kboiiit of hb 
(VAtticuUr patli, Mosftra^ Cfttcibj And EdwAH«^ 
tnily rcHpccU* Dili n& a Baorod rogiird to 
bo ermrft or iiiAdvorLcincicB of thoBO Authon, 
Ahoiiiil T>o noticed and coTToctodi Jot it not b« 
f motLTCHi bvit to itatnio oiirio, — a seal for tbo 
[once, in wliich tliCBo gonUcmon to modi d^ 
It tliey havo do no no mnch. 
of onr own coimtry tho Autlior hiw derivod but 
ho first eoEmidemblo liftt of our binU wam pub* 
^Ir. Jtlferflon, in his cokbrated "Not^ on 
in 9 tlio nfimcfi of n Imndrod And nino ipocioe, 
V of Linniona and Gntcsby, ajid reforonco* to 
And by fnr the most complete UiAt Hai yei 
hcd in 1701, by Mr. WiUiAm BArtram, in hb 
art h and South Carolina,*' &o»j in which twa 
different ipecica aro onomorAtod, And conciae 
actomtica of &nch iKlilod in Latin And EnglUbi 
Fragment* of tho NAtural Hiitory of Ponnayl* 
oa with A number of r^uiArka on thia aubject ; 
bift " Hiatoiy of New HMoptyM," ai wall u 
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Dr. liniluunSi in thfti of Vennonty hare Moh onumontiod a few of 
our birds. Bnt these, from the nature of the pablicatione in which 
th^ hftTe been introduced, can bo considered only as catalogues 
of names, without the detail of specific particulars, or the figured 
and colored representations of the birds themselTes. This task| 
hardest of all, has been resenred for one of far inferior abilities, but 
not of less seal With the example of many solitary individuals, 
in other countries, who have succeeded in such an enterprise, he 
has cheerfully engaged in the undertaking, trusting for encourage- 
i solely to the fidelity with which it will be conducted.* 



ESSAT III. 

PBOaUBSS OP THl WOEK, AND APPBAL. 

The present volume, being the second of the series, is offered 
to the public with all that humility which becomes a reverential 
admirer, and very lowly imitator, of the handiworks of the 
Supreme Creator of the universe. Contemplating their amazing 
variety, tracing their elegance, symmetry, and matchless ex- 
eollenco, at each progressive stop he feels more and more sensibly 
his own infinite inferiority ; and is only encouraged to proceed, 
by the consciousness that what he doos ii not unploasing to that 
beneficent Power, and may contribute to the innocent amusement, 
and perhaps virtuous instruction of his fellow beings. In the 
meantime, he avails himself, on this occasion, of the usual 
privilege of an Author, to make a few explanatory remarks, which 
could not, with propriety, be introduced in any other place. 

In sketching out the present plan, it was calculated that the 
whole of our Ornithology oould be comprised in ten volumes, 
commencing with the Land Birds, and closing with the Water 
7owL The same opinion is stUl entertained. The different 
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thffi tU« UiriUsrj of tho United Bi&t^§» Ri^y 
itir1tiindr<}d. Tho ^rflteoctioti will, pmbftbly, 
i I und the i^mAJniDg four oomprelicnd ihm 
n Ati6 Aquatic inlH!>. 

he 6^1 rt» introduced in the pi^i^tit rolumt i« 
ilmn that of the preceding ; tmd tho mtumor 
»o been oxecutod will, I tnt*t, ocmvincp thi 
t ihfki there ©Jtiit* no diapMition in thfl Anihoir 
original dcgfinco of his puhliciktion. On tkm 
II further improf omente in ^bw ; whieh» vlion 
lomhly h<ipcftf with all duo defori^nee to ths 
kiblici rotidor il not only n itandard work on 
Atnml hiitorft but giro it % jttit clnlm to r«nk 
M fidJoh^jr &nd oopiou«ncu of doacripUQii, will^ 
>otvatry, 

lola mAt«ria]i and mechanical parta of thii 
m. Iho prod notion of tho United Stntisfl^ eie«pl 
io form 10 importaT)t nn article in a work of 
. particular attcntidti ho* ho en paid to their 
aly ipocioua, ijood qualities ; but i% ii not 
mortification Jio ia obliged to confoM that, for 
principally indebted to Europe* Tho preioni 
I owe r or J for now and vaUiablo Tnanufaoturoa^ 
fory Hay rlaing around us, and the oiEoriiont 
and truly patriotic individuali in tho dirino 
y, givQ iho most eivcoiiraRin^ hnpei that m 
ler him eoniplotcly indepondcnt of all foreign 
to exhibit tho native liuoa of hii aitbjooti in 
equal in brilliancy, durability, and ofieot to 
proient Yolume, mjihb beautiful natiTO oohroi 
)d J and ono of the rich eat yoUowi ii from tht 
i» Poale and Son of the iluftoum of thia oUy» 
1 azG«UeQCe are confideutly eipeoted lioin th# 



m- of thii undertaking, tho author hat been 
mujiicationi of facta, from Yarioua qnartora of 
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the Unitod SUtcs, rolatiTO to iho snbjoct on which ho U cngngod. 
For all thoto, he reinrns bis most grateful acknowledgments, and 
gladly indulges the idea that they will become more and more 
frequent. The subjects of his history being in themselves so 
numerous, and dispersed over such extensive regions, the obser- 
Tations of one man, be his industry and enterprise what they 
may, are altogether insufHciont to embrace the whole ; and unless 
assisted by the experience and observations of others, a tliousnnd 
interesting facts and minutiio of oluuracter would unavoidably 
escape him, which might otherwise have formed the most valuable 
part of his publication. Another particular, equally interesting 
to him, he would beg leave to suggest to the oonsideration of 
those ingenious friends who may honour him with their oorret- 
pondence. As the provincial names of many of our birds are so 
multiplied, and frequently so local, as to be altogether unknown 
in other districts, — and in the communications of those un- 
acquainted with the scientific names and arrangement render it 
aometimes very difficult to determine what particular species is 
really meant, — if, in addition to well-authenticated facts, preserved 
skins of sudi birds as are supposed rare or new oould be oon- 
veniently transmitted to the Author, the obligation would be 
greatly increased, and properly acknowledged. Several gentlemen 
. living in remote parts of the Union, and others trading between 
the ports of North and South America, having generously 
expressed a willingness to oblige him in this respect provided 
they were acquainted with an approved mode of skinning and 
preserving them, the following process is respectfully submitted 
as being fully sufficient both for their purpose and that of the 
naturalist* And though no drawings have been or will be made for 



• Am moo m tiM btrd Is ahot, let memannda be Uken of tbe length, tlie hrMdth 
(BMeeariBK from tip to tip of tlie expanded wtngaX Mtor of tlie eyee, blUe, lege 
and feet, end eueh peitleulere of Ite mennen, ke., ee umj be known. Meke a 
Ifli^lttadlnel IneMon under the wing, enflelentlj leige to tOmii the bedj to be 
tekenent: dlejolnt the wing eloee to the body under the ekln, end endeevonr with 
a peir ef loieieri or penknife to rseeh the neek, whkh eut off : peee the ikin 
Mfeny ever to the other wing, whkheleodtajolnt end eepemte from the bedj, 
llMa <«w tiM whele body Mid thlgte, «kkh hMt est off doee to the kuMi : iMtlr, 
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ESSATIY. 

OP BOOKS OP KATUKAL HIBTOBT, AXD RBQUB8T. 

Booki <m Natural "Hiaiory, calculated to improve the taste, to 
enlarge the nndentanding and better the heart, as they are firienda 
to the whole human race, are generally welcomed by people of all 
parties. They ipay be compared to those benevolent and amiable 
indiTiduals, who, amidst the tumult and mutual irritations of dis- 
cordant friends, kindly stop in to reconcile them to each other, by 
leading the discourse to subjects of less moment, but of innocent 
and interesting curiosity ; till the mind forgets its perturbations, 
and gradually regains its native repose and composure. 80 come, 
in these times of general embarrassment, dispute and perplexity, 
the peaceful, unassuming pages of Ambbioah Obnitholoot. With 
little to recommend them but the simplicity of truth, and some 
faint imitations of a most glorious and divine Obigikal, they may, 
nevertheless, calm for a time the tumult of the mind, communicate 
agreeable amusement, and suggest hints for instruction. At least, 
these are some of the pnncipal objects to which they have been 
aealoosly directed. 

Unforeseen and unavoidable circumstances, which it is unneces- 
sary to recapitulate, and over which the Author had no control, 
have retarded the publication of the present volume beyond the 
usual and stated period. Complaints and regret, for what is irre- 
coverable, would be as unavailmg as apologies for what could not 
be prevented, would be improper. He will only on this subject 
remark, that a recurrence of similar obstacles not being likely to 
take plsce, and the plates of the fourth volume, now in the hands 
of the engraver, being in considerable forwardness, every exertion 
will be made, consiBtent with the correct execution of the wwk, to 
•tone for past delays, by its early and prompt publication. 

With respect to the contents of the present volume, the Author 
has a few hints to offer to the consideration of the intelligent read- 
er, whose favonraUs opinioii in behalf d his labouis hs is most 
lio] 
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ii future obverrmtKci uiw Iw kA tkt 1 
111 in tho history ^ lo^t ti 1 
f iJiirir ipodei hia rr»ict>ed nn^f^yaUt^ 
if UiPiUf<jj rcKnisnl m iW cviVBtiy, 

Uny Im ill j^>«4C&¥]C>D of fftcti^ i 

nay itf '^ur Liidi whidi liftr» net jit i 

vnttl, tha author ig^ wrawjjy li 
lUuLf . HiK^h is the barr emi f cif til* be«t Ettro- 

fiiKthtirotl tribet of tli« Coiled SUli*, Attd w 
Itl«4ttli0i (t/> cdl them bj tlk« g«i.tl««t oftiii«) wilk 
(iguHHi, tli^t liLLb h^i 1>»«E, or iiid««d oui \m, 
i|(uHtir. On hia own penoiiAl eierticni and 
lihitt hM ohiofl7 depended. Bui nain«roui «a 
*Ui4><4 vti«f ftn immeiue temlofj, uid pumiii^ 
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their Ttat and Tsriouf migratioiiB throagh different regions, m 
want of food or change of soasona inspires, unless Heaven would 
kindly accommodate him with wings, to follow as an aerial spy on 
their proceedings ; or, (which is more likely to happen), his fellow- 
dtixens, lovers of their country, and well-wishers to its arts and 
literature, will condescend to communicate some of the numerous 
facts which many of them have, doubtless, witnessed among the 
feathered pari of the creation around them ; his work will lose 
more than half its worth ; and, with all his ondeaToursy he must 
despair of doing complete justice to the subject. 

Every communication, having this for its object, will bo Ac- 
knowledged with thankfulness ; and receive that degree of atten- 
tion which tho importance of tho facts it contains may require. 
By such combined exertions, and reciprocity of information, wo 
■hall do honour to this branch of science ; and bo enabled to oscap0| 
in part, that transatlantic and humiliating reproach, of being 
obliged to apply to Europe for an account and description of tho 
productions of our own country. 

Nevertheless, tho woU-eamed mood of pnUso must not, cannot 
bo withheld, from thoso worthy and indefatigable naturalists, who, 
impelled by an ardent lovo of science, became voluntary exiles 
from homo and all its sweets, and subjected thomsolvos to years 
of labour and poril, in personal efforts to oxamino and illustrato 
the natural history of this extensive Western empire. Tito 
** Insects of Georgia," by J. Abbot, published in London, in two 
volumes, folio ; tho " Oaks of North America," by MiohauX| 
published in Paris; and tho "History of tho Forest Troos of 
North America," by F*. Andrd-Michaux, son to tho preceding, 
now publishing in Paris, and about to be repnbUshed in this city 
by Messrs Bradford & Inskoep, are works of the first character in 
point of correct scientific description and splendid colored repre- 
sentations of their respective subjects. Such examples, partiou* 
larly that d the latter, where elegance and utility are blended 
with the observations of a judidons and discriminating naturalist, 
caimoi fail d being highly acceptable to the friends d sdenoe in 
9W9Pf part d the world, and of animating our native oitisens to 
I in exploring and iUnstrating the various other de- 
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f lh« n&tiUTil history of tiieir oountiy. Wctl-buihonii' 
led need from careful obscrvftiiaii, pn^be doacnpitoiM, 

f portrnTsd ropreaontatioiM <lr>wn from living aAttu^g 
|inio uid lubatAntiiJ materiaU witii whxeh we eoneror 

; and complotD ilio great suporstnicture of •cioDOO ; — 

I oil tho loamod Hj>oculatkona of mon» doB«t theory vo 

olou fftbhcka of a viflian/* 
Iroction of tlitmo who mny bo dUpoiod to hor»<mr ilm 
1 tlioir com>«iiofid(vnco, tUo following litt Ji mibjomod i 

» common j>opulju- namc» of tho motl intoroMting of 
if whuM liiatory wo bftvo fat to dgtull, ftnd ol wIumq 
[ AUtlioniie pEuliculajt will bo glndlj rovoiYod. 



rlioio nATn«i AH lutoriftk ii profiled boiag 
well pF^toTTod^akiiu ol iham would be 
■ ftroiir. 
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ESSAY V. 

an&*i or THE WORK : iJCTErtEst or THE ftnii^v, 

Ihii fourth rolmi^o of tho AinericMi Ornftliokigy 
|>U4 and highly roflpoctnhlo tubscribow, tho Author it 
^ nblo to infojm thciu, thAt tho mcconi whioh ho hfw 
^ii» Into »hootiuu oxourtions particulArly nlotig otip 
I ; and tho nrrnngomcTita iimdo with ilio ongmrori 
cngngcd in tho work, will oniiblo him to publiih tho 
|olomot with moro punctuality tlian it hju liithorto 
y for Uim to do* At tho wiiuo tiuio, tho oorroot oxoou* 
hktofl wilt bo rondorod moro toourOf bj tho ooiitt«iil 
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•npoiintendanoe of the Attihor ; and bj the whole of the coloring 
being performed in his own room, under hii immediate inspection* 
The great preoifion requisite in this latt process, and the difficulty 
of impressing on the mind of e?ery one whose assistance was found 
necessary, similar ideas of neatness and accuracy, have been a 
ooDstant source of anxiety to the Autlior, and of much loss and 
delay. Those difficulties hsTC at Icngtli been surmounted, by pro- 
curing the sorricos of two able assistants, whose skill and attention 
leare little further to fear in thii department. 

Among other improrements which the Author has endeayoured 
to introduce, is that of printing the plates in colors ; an art in 
which the French at present excel ; and which, when judiciously 
employed in works of this kind, gires great softneis and effect to 
the plumage. These and rarious other arrangements have added 
heavily to the expense of the publication ; but his chief object 
being a faithful imitation of Nature, worthy the esteem of that 
distinguished portion of the community by whom it ii supported| 
and honourable to the arts and literature of the nation, no obstacles 
of a mere pecuniary nature haye been permited to stand in the 
way. Where he fails, (as he often will,) want of adequate talents 
alone must plead his excuse. 

The approbation which this attempt, to collect and portray the 
feathered tribes of the United States, has been honoured with, 
both in this country and in Europe, gratifying as it is to the feel- 
ings of the Author, convinces him, how much still remains to be 
done, before he can hope fully to merit these generous encomiums. 
It is not sufficient that a work of this kind should speak to the eye 
alone, its portraits should roach the heart, particularly of our 
youth, who are generally much interested with subjects of this 
kind. By entering minutely into the manners of thii beautiful 
portion of the animate creation, and faithfully exhibiting them as 
they are, sentiments of esteem, humanity and admiration will 
necessarily result. It is chiefly owing to ignorance of their true 
charaoter, that some ci our thoughtless youth delight in wantonly 
tormenting and destroying those innocent warblers ; for who can 
•ithtf respect, pity or admire what they are totally unaoqnainted 
witlit I am pmoaded thai no child would i^Joif and iboie even 



HUTi or 'OKITITUOLOaT/ 



25G 



rormt with whofo eoonomj ind modo of Hfe Ke wftt 

&cc]^nnint«d« Thoao fow birds irhop by ihoit ionoconi 

lAve miidc thorn lol vol genomll/ known, Mr« m gencir- 

, Witnoti tho Bluo'bird of the XJuitod BUtoi, 4n4 

Hl'brooflt of BHUiDi equally beloved hj tbo boji of 



htiimU»tp nnd to evorf miui 
mmofUd muUituili!! of 
reiiiiig raid initrnctive 
m?H to tUo fint of Ma^i 
^« (oiiit otto hundred miUion 
I p4rt on their w%f f aiw 

iMnii. Thia U no ex- 
f About four hundred 
Stuh bdtoM roeident for the 
Our foreiU at that 
and ovon tho mo«t 
gloom J swamps and morasses swarm with their respeotive feather- 
ed tenants, and the seats of oultiTation contain a still greater pitH 
portion. In Kr. Bertram's botanio garden, and the adjoining 
buildings, comprehending an extent of little more than eight aores, 
the Author has ascertained, during his present summer residence 
there, that not less than fifty-one* pair of birds took up their 
abode, and built their nests within that space. Almost all of theee 
arriyed between the above periods ; besides multitudes of pseeen 
gers. Every morning (for erening^ night and morning seem tlieir 



lo(*n|iUor, 54 woH ■* 
iio nmnnonf mi t 
country, ore iUnjuc^^ 
/roni tho twenty-tin 
.iih tniLh be nsiertedj vn. 
« cmt«r Pcnnsylvimia fron 
inrth, &nd part to roiido c 
t computniion^ iince it ia ' 
lb to each iqufure mile j 
iiur would probably average kumty more- 
on aro every wlioro itorod with thorn 



1 pair of Common Pm-wmi^ 

1 Indlfio Bantlngii 

1 Yollow-breMi 

4 Porplo OraklM, 

5 — SOBff BpUTOWIb 

t — Chlppinc BpuTOWi^ 
t — «- ChlmiMjr Swallow^ 

1 PvplflCwIlai, 

> Swamp SpaiTowi^ 10 -«— Bsn Swalltwa 

• Wood Fm-wooi^ 
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— ^ BAlilmoro Orlol«^ 

— Orohard Oriolea, 

— — Snmmer YoUow Wublon^ 

— ^CSitMrdfl, 

■ Whlto-^jod FlyeatolMii^ 

— — Wubllnf Flyoftiohfn^ 
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fATorito honn of pcumngo) lomo now ttrangon woro hoard orioon 
fliitins through iho arbotiriy tintil ono gonoral oonoori Momod to 
proratl from OTory pnrt of tho gnrdon. 

Tliat tlioM migrations aro not porformod in ono oontinuod jour- 
noy, but in oocaiionnl and loituroly progrosaion, aooma highly 
probftble, from tlio longth of timo that uaually olapaoa botwoon 
thoir first ontoring tho aouthom bonndarios of tho United Statea, 
and their appearance in tho northern or middle 8tatea. In 1809 tho 
Purple ^fartins arriyed at Sayannah on tho looond daj of March ; 
but did not roach I^iiladolphia until tho twonty-fifth day of tho 
aame month. Tho Catbirds woro first hoard at Sayannah early in . 
March ; but did not arrive in tho noighbourhood of rhiladolphift 
until late in April. Many other speoios, whoso arriyal were noted 
in tho samo suasuni at bi »th places, varied from three to flvo weeks \ 
among whioh latter number was the llumuiing-bird, which arrived 
at Havannah alNiut tho twenty*ihiril of Maroh i but rarely reaeliea 
rhilailelphia much lH*fore tlio first of May. In short, those little 
wingo<l pilgrims, some of whom havo sovural tliousand miles of 
oountry t<» ]hum over, in thoir progressive advances north, seem to 
follow in tho Joyous train of Hpring, hailing lior with their melody, 
while she unfolds the infant loaves, sproails a oanH)t of living green 
over the smiling fields, and diiruses warmth and balmy fragranoo 
over the face of Nature. Ily the first of May tho wliolo woods aro 
Tocal; and the groat business of building and incubation if 
going rapidly forward. Tliose se^tual attadimonts aro frequently 
formed before the arrival of the parties, and some doubtless exist 
for several years. During its continuance the most perfect chastity 
aeema to be observed, each being wholly devoted to the other. A 
■pot is selected and mutually agreed on, for the site of their nest, 
which is oonstmoted by the joint labor and ingenuity of both. At 
this interesting season, how assiduous are their labors 1 How 
patient does the sealons female sit, for days and weeks, while tho 
habitual love of aotivity, tho charms of tho season, and every ob- 
Jeot aitmnd seem to tempt her away 1 And with what vigilance 
does her faithful partner stand eentinel on some pinnacle near tho 
upoif to gnard her from surprise, and to enliven the tedious hours 
Willi hia chtrfol and animated longi Visiting her in her oonilne- 



atfl &tu!)ftad would ft tMlofvd vifo, foodtog hut 

|Ui« An4 vju-bling lo her in »tr&ini of toothing grftlii* 

Iti tJio nakodf foobloi imil hf^lpluu Urooil ^nl i 

t of jUTvcltoti l)ocnnioi more cxquUiW, filorv i 

riK'jr ATo Dorof left fcir n tnnmeni tlom^ odo pftrcnt 

■uig their tlatiilivr*, wUilo the other b m v^nroh el 

] tti|iix>rt. All ni'ifUi long, u woU lu dtmng the cool 

oiiig, And on the nppo&rmnoo of tlio leo«i indoftM»n(3j 

» cor en tliom with her bodj to soctiro them from thi 

Shonld hur nti^to (all hy Uio ctuoH; o( man, tho n^ 

Ir cftro ; iicoMtJi wliol)/ on^mwied hf hor eTiAr^i uid 

* idti wniporter, frlotnl atid prottiet^r. When At lm% 

tiidiUuily, hor ftfTactlivn U iiovor tiJcon by itirpri«« ; 

lUruWi lmr«elf butweuu lliuin mu\ Uie enmnyt luritot 

In Oh hi^mnU I Mid mfim thoir llv&t M Um oiponao ttf 

L for A mifoiiAl nnd IntnlUi^tii WlitF{ (^ «iiil«niiifjil« 

lUhiMit IhU'rrNt nuil MitUoitt AilmlnvtUm f ThiKwcmejr 
Mil rvrh'At nliHTHHi nvpiy biiUi»MiT, Anil mn wu »urvv/ 
|ti4 uititnruii^fE iiMUttHH^n of tlu^no with Intltirun^ttoof 
ruvtTuiu^tj in piuUiirt to iho ^mit Crvati^r, Aiid «vn 
111 euiiUHn]tt til tlto hK'IntliiMiM aUaIuk, tho hyiani of 
Itlu^nt^ J'»>fiil lilllij cryiU^iro*^ nlTtT up every morning 
In of ] i ^' U t a M d li fo / ^ V III) e nn CO n toll I itliito, unuiaYod, 
I A foiul mothiT for lior dying infant? And hAii thftt 
] no clf\iiiia on ovir aynipAthyi who, unprotcotod her* 
lath rather than licr young thcmld iutferf !» ton« 
|-t, ridolity. And pfttcnt-d Affection, only lovely whon 
men / Oh no E it ie impouiblo !^*Tho»o rirtue* 
lied tho liijirhoflt ornAtncnti of our nAture, loom to bo 
Im tho Divinity Ilimaolf ; And mAj bo traood in Eruuiy 
|t Aud loA4t regATtlod of lui croAturos. 

ALEXANDER WILSON. 
Itji, Septtmbtr 12th, 18IL * 
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ESSAT YL 

rUD10l88OBfl, AHD FELLOW-WORXSBfly AlTD DlFflCULTllB. 

The fifth Tolume of this extennve work ii labmiited to the 
pablio with all dae deference and rospeot ; and the Author haying 
now, as he eon jectnres, reached the middle-stage of his joumej, 
or, in trareller's phrase, ' the half-way house/ may be permitted 
to indulge himself with a slight retrospect of the ground he has 
•Iroad J trareraedi and a glimpse of that which still lies before 
him. 

The whole of our Land Birds (those of the sixth Tolumo in-^ 
duded, which are nearly ready for the press) have now been 
figured and described, probably a rory few excepted, which, it is 
hoped, will also shortly be obtained. These haye been gleaned 
up from an extensiye territory of woods and fields, unfrequented 
forests, solitary ranges of mountains, swamps and morasses, by 
•uooossiye joumies and excursions of more than ten thousand 
miles. With all the industry which a single indiyidual oould 
possibly exert, seyeral species haye doubtless escaped him. These 
future expeditions may enable him to procure ; or the kindness of 
his distant literary friends obligingly supply him with. 

In endeayouring to collect materials for describing tru^y and 
fully our feathered tribes, he has frequently had recourse to the 
worics of those European naturalists who haye written on the sub- 
ject ; he has examined their pages with an eager and inquisitiyo 
eye ; but his researches in that quarter haye been but too fre- 
quently repaid with diuppointment, and often with disgust. On 
tiie subject of the manners and migrations of our birds, which, in 
fact, constitute almost the only instructiye and interesting parts of 
their history, all is a barren and a dreary waste. A few yague 
•ad formal particulars of their size, specific marks, &c, acoom* 
panied sometimes with figured representations that would seem 
rather intended to caricature than to illustrate their originals, is 
■n that the greater part of them can boast of. Nor are these the 
Bosi ezoeptioiiable parts of their performances ; the noyelty of 
fsbK Ilia the wildneM of faaoifal thaoiy, are fraqumtly substi- 
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an J Tettige or memory of the present publication exiat, bo it 
known to our more enlightened posterity, at some apology for the 
deficiencies of its Author, that in the period in which he wrote 
three-fourths of our feathered tribes were altogether unknown 
OTen to the proprietors of the woods which they frequented ; that 
with6ut patron, fortune, or reoompence, he brought the greater 
part of these from the obscurity of ages, gave to each ** a local 
habitation and a name " ; collected from personal obsenration 
, whaterer of their characters and manners seemed deserving of 
attention ; and delineated their forms and features in their native 
colon, as faithfully as he could, as records, at least, of their 
existence. 

In treating of those birds more generally known, I hare en- 
dearoured to do impartial justice to their respective characters. 
Ignorance and stubborn-rooted opinions, even in this country, 
have rendered some odious that are eminently useful, and 
involved the others in fable and mystery which, in themselves, 
'are plain and open as day. To remove prejudices when they 
oppose themselves to the influence of humanity is a difficult, but, 
when effected, a most pleasing employment. If, therefore, in 
divesting this part of the Natural History of our country of many 
of its fables and most forbidding features, and thus enabling our 
youth to become more intimately acquainted with this charming 
portion of the feathered creation, I should have succeeded in 
multiplying their virtuous enjoyments, and in rendering them 
more humane to those little choristers, how gratifying to my heart 
would be. the reflection I For to me it appears that, of all inferior 
creatures. Heaven seems to have intended birds as the most 
cheerful associates of man, to soothe and exhilarate him in his 
labours by their varied melody, of which no other creature but 
man is capable ; to prevent the increase of those supernumerary 
hosts of insects that would soon consume the products of his 
industry ; to glean up the refuse of his fields ** that nothing be 
loat^" and, what is of much more interest, to be to him the most 
endearing examplea ci the tenderest connubial love and parental 
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iketch aufiice. The nuntber of platee for eftch Toliiine being Exoil, 
th9 atze ot the Tolume will depend , m heT«tofor«f on tho charscton 
fkf thd birdfl being movQ or Usi intercBting* Tho proaent u more 
•o tiion the precedlngi Mid contains a number of ttoiod birda whoao 
hbtori^B will bo found to be fully detailed* A wish to tt>dace «a 
few of the drnwingi from the full si^ as possible, mAj womeUtnea 
lessen the number of figures ; but the value of those given will 
^wajs^ in this caae» be increnAod hj the greater pains uid 
txpenae bestowed on their execution. 

In tho sijtth volume, the Woodcock, Snipe, FortridgOf EafTcd 
Orous or Pheasant, the Rail, the beautiful Ground Dove of the 
Southern Btntcs^ nuntbers of Hawks (some of thorn very rare), 
Owli, Bu££ar(ls, Yulturcs, &c., &o^, will make their appearanceu 
The engravers bemg already considonibly advanced with tlioa^, 
it ia confidently hoped that no delay wiU be experienced beyond 
tiie regular time of publication* 

The seventh volume wiU introduce tho^ Grslke or Waderi, » 
numerous order of birds in tho United States. The greater pari 
of these being too large to bo represented in fall suse, will be 
reduced from the original drawings by the Author himself with mm 
much precision as he is capable of, and in such manner that all 
the figures exhibited on the same plate will be reduced by the 
same scale ; tliereby preserving a correct idea of their relative «» 
well as apparent natural magnitude. Some of these are new, and 
peculiarities will be pointed out in many of them which are trulj 
lingular and interesting. The tenth volumo, with a complete 
index, and some other requisite matters, with perhaps an appendix 
oomprehending stragglers of various oUsses, will probably complete 
the whole. 

The publication of an original work of this kind in this ooantrj 
has been attended with difficulties, great, and, it must be oon« 
fessed, sometunes discooraging to the Author, whose only reward 
hitherto has been the favourable opinion of his fellow-dtisens, and 
the pleasure of the pursuit. The support, however, which ho has 
uniformly received from the artists and others engaged in the 
work has fully equalled his oxpeotatiotos, and demands his publio 
and grateful aoknowledgments. The engraving! will be a lasting 
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UMmiimeiit to the merito of Meflsn. L»wioii| Miimj» ^^d 
Waniicke; and the elegance of the letteipraw, which eren in 
Emope hM excited admiration, does the highest honor to the taste 
of the founders, Messrs. Binney & Ronaldson, as well as to the 
professional talents and constant attention of the printers, Messrs. 
R. ft W. Carr ; while the unrivalled excellence of the paper, from 
the manufactory of Mr. Amies, proyes what American ingenuity 
is capable of producing when properly encouraged. 

Let but the generous hand of patriotism be stretched forth to 
assist and cherish the rising arts and literature of our country, 
and both will most assuredly, and that at no remote period, shoot 
forth, increase, and flourish with a YigoTi a splendor, and uaeful- 
I inferior to no other on earth* 

ALEXANDER WILSON. 

PmLAPiimA, JV6. 12(K, ISli. * 



ESSAY vn. 

TEE LAim BXBDB OOXFLmD. 

Haying at length collected, drawn, and described all the Land 
Birds of the United States with which I am acquainted (a Tery 
few excepted, which will appear in the succeeding Tolume or in 
the Appendix, as good specimens of them can be obtained), I now 
present the reader with a list of the whole, arranged in systomatio 
order, with references to the pages of this work where the history 
oi each is detailed. The blanks unaroidably left for the few 
unpublished ones may be filled up hereafter with the pen or 
penciL Those printed in italics are new species not heretofore 
figured or described. 

• ••■•• 

The foregoing numerous assemblage forms the first grand 
difiaion of our Ornithology ; the second and last is composed of 
tha Wadan and Web-footed, a Tast and yarious multttudoi sub- 

•(ltl9ToLT.,p9.y. 
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we may diieoTer a wisdom of design never erring, nerer failing in 
the means it provides for the aooomplishmeut of its purpose, in- 
. steady therefore, of imitating the wild presumption, or rather pro- 
badty, of those who have censnred as mde, defective or deformed, 
whatever, in those and other organized beings accorded not with 
their narrow conceptions ; let it be onrs to search with humility 
into the intention of those particular conformations ; and thus, 
entering as it were into the designs of the Deity, we shall see in 
every part of the work of His hands abundant cause to exclaim 
with the rapturous poet of Nature, 

" O Wisdom teflnite I GoodoMs ImmeBM I 
And LoTO that poMeth kiiowledg«r 

In the present volume, the greater part of such of the Waders 
as belong to the territories of the United States, will be found 
delireated and described. This class naturally forms an interme* 
diate link between the Land Birds and the Web-footed, partaking, 
in their form, food, and habits, of the characters of both ; and 
equally deserving of our regard and admiration. Tho formed for 
traversing watery situations, often in company with the Swimmers, 
they differ from these last in one circumstance common to Land 
Bixdii, the separation of tho toes nearly to their origin ; and in 
the habit of never venturing beyond their depth. On the other 
hand, they are furnished with legs of extraordinary length, bare 
for a considerable space above the knees, by the assistance of 
which they are enabled to walk about in the water in pursuit of 
their prey, where the others are obliged to swim ; and also with 
necks of corresponding length, by means of which they can search 
the bottom for food, whore the othors must have recourse to 
diving. The bills of one /amily (the Herons) are strong, sharp 
pointed, and of considerable length ; while the flexibility of the 
neck, the rapidity of its action, and remarkable acuteness of sight, 
, wonderfully fit them for watching, striking, and securing their 
pny. Those whose food consists of more feeble and sluggish in- 
■eets, thai lie eoooealed deeper in the mud, are provided with bills 
of stiU greater extension, the rounded extremity of which possessss 
MMhiiioeaMinbilily.M to enable tti p ossewor to deteot ito pnj 
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the infttAnt it oomea in oonUet iriih 11, iho altogether W^ronil Iho 
reach of iiglit. 

Oihor families of thu AAjno order, formed for trarerimg the 
ftandj ien-beacli in leiircK of ajnetU shell-Gsb th;it lurk just below 
the Biirfaod, hftve the biUi and kgt necefiSArily shorter i but their 
naeessitics reqiiino^ thorn to be oontiaiially on th^ verge of tho 
flowing or retreating wavo, the activity of their mntioni forms % 
striking contrast with the pationt habiU of the Heron tribe, who 
sometimes stand died and motionless, for hours together, bj the 
margin of the pool or stream, wat4ihing to sufprize their scalj 
prey. 

Some fow ngain; whoso favourite food lies at the soft oo^ 
bottom of shallow poolSf have the bill so extremely slender and 
delicate* aa to be Altogether unfit for penetrating either the rauddy 
shores, or sandy sea beach ; tho excellently adapted for its own 
particular range, where lie the vimous kinds of food destined for 
their subaistenae. Of this kind ore the AvoteU of the proseal 
Tolame, who not only wade with great activity in oonaiderably 
deep water ; bnt having the feet nearly half webbod, oombino in 
one the characters of both wader and swimmer. 

It is thus, that by stndying the living manners of the diifereni 
tribes in their native retreats, we not only reconcile the tingulariij 
of some parts of their conformation with divine wisdom ; hot are 
enabled to comprehend the reason of many others, which the pride ^ 
of certain doeet-naturalistt has arraigned as lame, defective and 
deformed. 

' One observation more may be added : the migrations of this dasa 
of birds are more generally known and acknowledged than that of 
most others. Their comparatively large siae and immense mnlti- 
tndes, render their regular periods of migration (so strenuoosly 
denied to some others) notorious along the whole extent of onr sea- 
coast. Associating, feeding and travelling together in such pro- 
digious and noisy numbers, it would be no less difBcult to conceal 
their arrival, passage and departure, than that of a vast armj 
through a thickly peopled oountiy. Constituting also, as nuaay of 
them do, an article of food and interest to man, he naturally be- 
oomea moce intimaAelj aoquainted with their babita and letraati^ 

x9 
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ihtii with those feeble and minute kinds which offer no such in- 
dooement, and perfonn their migrationa with more ailenoe, in 
•cattered partieSy unheeded or overlooked. Henoe many of the 
Waders can be traced from their summer abodes, the desolate 
legions of Greenland and Spitsbergen, to the fens and sea-shores 
of the West India Islands and South America, the usual places of 
their winter retreat, while those of the Purple Martin and common 
Swallow still lematn, in rulgar belief, wrapt up in all the darkness 
of mjsteiy. 

The figures in the plates which accompany this Tolume hare 
been generally reduced to one half the dimensions of the living 
birds. In the succeeding Tolumes where some of the subjects 
measure upwards of five feet in height, one general standard of 
leduction will be used, by which means the oomparatiTC siae of 
each species can be easQy ascertained at first glance ; andagreater 
number introduced in each plate, so as to comprehend the whole 
of our omith^ogy in nine Tolumes, being one less than originally 
piojeeted. 

ALEXANDER WILSON. 
PmLAnnmiA, Marek ill., 181S. * 



\ ESSAY IX. 

raa AUTHom dbadI; thb work lbit to bb ooxpumiii. 

The^patrons of the ''American Ornithology" are now presented 
with the eighth volume of ^ that work, which, unfortunately for the 
interest of Science, was 'left unfinished by its ingenious and 
indefatigable Author. It was the intention of Mr. Wilson to 
oomplete the whole in nine volumes; and he was rapidly advancing 
to a dose, when he was i^iddenly arrested in his honourable and 
useful career by a mandate from that Power who so often frus- 
trates human purposes, and whose mighty sdieme of Providence 
■o enated bemg oan comprehend. 
■ i 

OmlUaicgy/Oilt) ToL TIL. pp. t.^x.-^. 
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" Th« liiitoriad part of the present Toluni^ ww fully qomplciod 
kbd printod oQ*^ ^id ill iho platct, except one, were engrftTed, 
under the an perin tendance of the Author hinuolf. But £n>ai tb# 
defectuin of those on vhom he had rcUod for ia^btanee in th« 
coloring of liii aubjcctA, and the great difHciiUy of itnmodiAteljf 
procuring othera oompetent to the taak, that branch of tho work 
difl not keep p&ce with the rest i end hence the pubUc&iion of tha 
Tolnme hm b^ea delayed bj cauaca beyond tike control of tho^o 
on whom, at Mr. Wilaon's death ^ liia affairs derolvod*^ But thia 
dclaj, we trust, haa been of benefit to the work, aa it enable ua 
to employ an artiat who fozmerlj gained the eonfidenc>0 of the 
Author bj hia akill and attention to the duUea aaatgnod him^ and 
who haa giren aaiui'anoe of continuing liia aasiatanto until the 
whole ie completed. With iuch a coadjutor, our labors in tbAt 
department will bo conaiderabl j lightened ; and, with deference^ 
we hope that the public will not ao reiidily potx^aive the abaence of 
that hand whofto dcHcnte touches imparted hnm and animation to 
the pictured '* dchizasii of the air," which might almost Tie witli 
the interesting originals themselTef. 

The present Tolnme ooniains mnch Tsloable matter ; and, wheii 
Tiewed as the last froit of the fertile and philosophical mind of iti 
amiable Author, will be doubtless receiTed with no ordinary degree 
of attention. In it, we are presented with oorrect and highlj- 
finished delineations of the whole of that interesting and useful 
tribe, the Ana$ genus,* that frequent our waters. The histories 
of some are neeessarily imperfect, as they are but partially known 
and seldom permit an opportunity of investigation. Others from 
their habits not etdting much interest, hare been too mnoift 
neglected by naturalists ; and the biographer of their simple liraa 
was condemned, howerer repugnant to his wishes and inteniioiii^ 
to pass them OTer in a brief and unsatisfactory manner. But ihm 
historian has had it in his power to confer thai justiee on a lew 
whose merits hare been oonsidered by omithologiits and oob- 
noiiseurt ai of the first order, to whioh ih^ are fairiy entitled ; 

laf wkkkMr.W.n 
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and hii futhfnl redtiiliy we trosi, will amply reward attention, as 
neither paina nor expense has been spared to obtain correct in- 
formation relating to them which he knew would be justly yalaed 
by a discerning and respectable community. 

Of the domestic habits of the greater part of the subjects abone 
referred to, tlie scientific world unfortunately remains in ignorance. 
Formed by nature with strength of wing capable of supporting 
immense aerial joumies, the Ducks, in the Temal season, impelled 
by that mysterious principle Taguely termed instinct, prepare to 
seek those climes which will afford them an a^lum during the 
important period of incubation, and where they and their offspring 
may escape the obsenration of destructlTe man. To the dreary 
regions of the north these wanderers then repair; each family, 
probably, occupying those peculiar districts which have been the 
heritage of their progenitors for ages, and which furnish them with 
an abundance of food particularly adapted to their wants, and to 
the rearing of their young. In that season, could the aealous 
naturalist safely tread those unknown shores, wlu»t a rich harrest 
would reward his enterprise and research ! He would there behold, 
on their own natiye streams, in all the pride of independence, 
those Tarious acquaintance whose periodical Tisits to his section of 
the globe he never failed to welcome. He would explore their 
favourite haunts ; trace the operations of Nature in the important, 
oonsecutiye work of perpetuating their kind ; note their simple 
manners, before a knowledge of the lords of creation had taught 
them Tigilance and stratagem ; and, finally, behold them congre- 
gating in prodigious multitudes to prepare, as the season of ni^t 
and storms approaches, to migrate to those regions where their 
wants may continue to be supplied, and where it seems to be a . 
wise prorision of the bountiful Creator of all things they them* 
selTea may contribute to the sustenanoe and oomfort of a portion 
of the human race. But to such an enterprise. Nature has opposed 
formidable barriers, such as it appears she does not intend that we 
ahaU surmount ; thereby intimating to us that she fean to indulge 
a euziosHy whieh might ultimately prore subrersiTe of her gensfml 
pba, by relinquishing to the insatiaUo dominion of a few what 
was kindty intaiidMl for tlM Unafit of alL 



The pnblicatioti of t1i# eighth volume hnt been attonded with 
inoroiMed «xpeiiBe, u the nature of the figiircn and tho crowded 
manner in which the Author found hiinHolf iMsooanit&ted to ttitn>- 
due# thotn in order that nine rolumot should ^mpnte the irhol« 
of our Ornithology huTo compelled the artbtii to doTote mom time 
to tho fiiithful dkcharge of their tniftt How well thoj Iuito auc- 
ceodod in doing jiwtioo to their iubjeeta, it ia not nooeaaary for u» 
to declare ; aa tho ptibJie, in raaticr« of t^to, indvilgo m ngUt of 
jutlgmg for themjielveA* But it ia proper to alate that the present 
Totumo w&a a favorite with ita Author, nnd ho had lornied the 
resolution of doyoUng to it » more than ordinary ahore of hk 
pononal attentioni^^intfinding thoreby to aJTord to hia ptii,tr<>tLa m 
proof that there was no falling ofT from hii original olognnoe, and 
to the friends of the ju-ta And lovera of icionce a brillijuit illuiti^ 
iion of what un worried industry could accompliah^ whon aasocktod 
with aeal and talent. Mr, Wileon inionded coloring the chief part 
of the platea himself ; but that design, which iprting from the most 
refined senao of duty and «o fondly eheriahedi ho did not Uto to 
accompliflb^ 

The succeeding volume will be publUhed without deUy, tlie 
pl&tea for it being all engravod. In thatj the public may expect 
a biographiod aeoouut of Mr. Wileon^ compiled from the moat 
authentic matorialB in the poesefluon of his executors, a oomplotA 
ind«x to tho whole, and a list of aubimbeni whioh will ooacliidtt 
thfi '^AmoncanOndtbology*" 
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ESSAY X. 

OF THB WHira-RXADlD OB BALD BAGLB.* 

ThiB dirtiiigiiiihed bird, as ha ii the most beaiitif nl of hii tribe 
in this part of the world, and the adopted emblem of onr ooantty, 
is entitled to particular notice. He b represented in the plate of 
one-third his natural sice, and was drawn from one of the largest 
and most perfect specimens I hare yet met with. In the back- 
groond is seen a distant view of the celebrated Cataract of Niagara, — 
B noted place of resort for these birds, as well on account of the 
fish procured there as for the numerous carcasses of squirrels, deer, 
bears, and Tarious other animals, that in their attempts to cross 
the riTer abore the Falls hare been dragged into the current, and 
precipitated down that tremendous gulf, where, among the rodos 
that bound the Rapids below, they furnish a rich repast for the 
Vulture, the RaTon, and the Bald Eagle— the subject of the present 
account. This bird has boon long known to naturalists, being 
eommon to both continents, and occasionally met with from a Tery 
high northern latitude to the borders of the torrid sone, but diiefly 
in the Ticinity of the sea, and al<mg the shores and cliib of oor 
lakes and large riTsrs. Formed by Nature for brafing the sere r es t 
cold ; feeding equally on the produce of the sea and of the land ; 

•UMipHlMlMi^sppltod tothliipMlaikVhoMlMsd li tkUklr oofwtdl vttk 
ti n^Hr iMptofw sad thmrd wHfc tte tUtai OmImm 
twlBPii — otfci^aad mmm to IwPt kMa oeeMloati bfth* white • 
«flktlMsdwlMa«alfMlt4frlihlktdMkMlMr«f lktrMl«flkt| 
hsssi «, Hliya>wiliiisls rt f W M | >li f ililsiiiat 



pOflSeMing poweiv of flight oftpable of outatnpping eren t}i# 
t€)mpeaU tb^maelrei ; uttftweft by nn^hing but mivn, cuid, Itmn ibo 
eiherenl heighta to which be ■oars, looking abroad at one glance on 
•n immcasumbio expatiM o{ foroiiU, fictdfl^ lak(w, and ocean de^ 
below liim, bo appoara imlifForont to Iho little loealitiea of cbange 
of aeasoiui ; aa in a few nunutea he can pase frtim ■ummer to wintcir, 
from the lower to the bigbf^r regiom of the atmospherej the abodo 
of eternal cold ; and thence doBcend, at wUl| to iho torrid or tho 
vctic regtona of the earth. He iA| therefore^ found at all aeaaonn 
in the countries he rnhabita ; biit prefent such places m ha^o been 

I mentioned aboTc, from the groat partiality he has for 6ah. 

In procunng thoaOf h^ displa^ya, in a very aingiilar maQner, thd 
genitis and onorgy of Iiia character^ which it fierce, contetnplattTe, 
daring, and tyranmcal,— attnbuttin n«t exerted bnt on particular 
occajstonst but when put forth, overpowering all oppotitioti. Hie* 
▼ated on the high dead limb of iome gigantio tree that commandfl 
a widp iKew of the neighbouring shore and ocean, he secmi calmlj 
to oontempUte the motions of the Tariovi feathered tribes thai 

. pursue their busy avocations below : the snow-white QuUs slowly 
winnowing the air ; the bu^ TringsD coursing along the sands ; 
trains of Ducks streaming over the surface ; silent and watchful 
Cranes, intent and wading ; clamorous Grows ; and all the winged 
multitudes that subsist by the bounty of this rast liquid msgaana 
of Nature. High over all these hoTers one whose action instantly 
arrests all his attention. By his wide curvature of wing and 
sudden suspension in air, he knows him to be the Fish-hawk, 
settling over some devoted victim of the deep. His eye kindloa 
at the sight, and balancing himself, with half-opened wings on the 
branch, he watches the result Down, rapid as an arrow from, 
heaven, descends the distant object of his attention, the rosr of 
its wings reaching the ear as it disappears in the deep, making the 
surges foam around! At this moment, the eager looks of tlia 
Eagle are all ardor ; and, levelling his neck for flight, he sees the 
Fish-hawk once more emerge, struggling with his prey, and 
mounting in the air with screams of exaltation. These are the 
signal for our hero, who, launching into the air, instantly gives 
ohMe, [and] ■oon gains en the Fish-hawk. Eadi tzsrts his i 
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lo monni above the other, duplaying in these rencontres the most 
elegant and snblime aerial evolutions. The oninonmbered Eagle 
rapidly advanoes, and is just on the point of reaching his opponent 
when, with a sodden scream, probably of despair and honest 
execration, the latter drops his fish. The Eagle, poising himself 
for a moment as if to take a more certain aim, descends like a 
whirlwind, snatches it in his grasp ere it reaches the water, and 
bears his ill-gotten booty silently away to the woods. 

These predatory attacks and defensiTe manoBUvres of the Eagle 
and the Fish-hawk are matters of daily obserration along the 
whole of onr sea-board, from Georgia to New England, and 
frequently excite great interest in the spectators. Sympathy, 
however, on this as on most other occasions, generally sides with 
the honest and laborious sufferer in opposition to the attacks of 
power, injustice, and rapacity,— qualities for which oiur hero is so 
generally notorious, and which, in his superior, Man, are certainly 
detestable. As for the feelings of the poor fishi they seem 
altogether out of the question. 

When driven, as he sometimes is by the combined courage and 
perseverance of the Fish-hawks, from their neighbourhood, and 
forced to hunt for himself, he retires more inland in search of young 
pigs, of which he destroys great numbers. In the lower parts of 
Virginia and North Carolina, where the inhabitants raise vast 
herds of those animals, complaints of this kind are very general 
against him. He also destroys young lambs in the eariy part of 
Spring, and will sometimes attack old iidkly sheep, aiming 
forionsly at their eyes. 

In eorroboration of the remarks I have myself made on the 
manners of the Bald Eagle, many accounts have reached me from 
various persons of respectability, living on or near our sea ooast 
The substance of all these I ahaU tndeavvmr to inoofporate with 
the present account. 

Mr. John Lb Oaidiner, who resides on an isbnd of three 
thousand acres about three miles from the eastern point of Long 
Island, from which it is separated by Qafdiner*s Bay, and who has 
conaeqnently many opportonitiea of observing the habits of these 
Ufda^ has favond m« with a wmhmt of JnterssHng partieolan on 
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this i^bjeet, for which I beg lca?« tbtit publiel;^ to mtnm mj 
gmieful acknowledgment. 

**Tho Bftid Eaglea," aija thii gontlom&nf *'reniuii on tyi 
iilniid during this whole winter. Thej can be moet eaailj do- 
eofored on oTeningi hf thoir loud inoring while cislcep on high 
oak trees ; And when &w«ke, thoir he&ring seema to be nearly m 
good u their sight, I think I mentioned to yon that I had mytcH 
teen one flying with a lamb ten daye old, and which it dropped on 
the gronnd from about ten or twelve feet high. The itniggllng 
of the lamb, more thiin ita weighty pre vented iu cairying it aimy. 
My runnings hoUooiDg^ and being very near, might prevent itA 
eompteting ita design. It had broke the biwk in the act of seiaing 
It, and I waA under tho necessity of killing it outright to prevent 
its mii«ry. The lacub's dam ieomed astonished to see its innocent 
oSspring borne off into the air by a bird. 

"T was lately told," continues Mr. Gardiner, "hy » man of 
tmth, that he <aw an Ea^le rob a Hawk of its fiih, and the Hawk 
leemed ao enraged as to fly down at the Engle, while the Eoglt 
Tery deliberately, in the air, threw himself partly over on hit 
back, and^ while he grasped with one foot the fish, extended tho 
other to threaten or seize the Hawk. I have known several 
Hawks unite to attack the Eagle, bat never knew a single one to 
do it The Eagle seems to regard the Hawks as the Hawks do 
the King-birds— only as teasing, troublesome fellows." 

From the same intelligent and obliging friend, I lately rooeived 
a well-preserved skin of the Bald Eagle, which, from its appoaranoe 
and the note that accompanied it, seems to have belonged to a 
very formidable individual. ''It was shot," says Mr. Gardiner, 
" last winter on this island, and- weighed thirteen pounds, 
measured three feet in length, and seven from tip to tip of the 
expanded wings ; was extremely fieroe-looking ; tho' wounded, 
would turn his back to no one ; fastened his daws into the head 
of a dog, and was with difficulty disengaged. I have zode on 
horseback within five or six rods of one, who by his bold 
demeanour,— raising his feathers, ^tc.,— seemed willing to dispute 
the ground with its owner. The orop of the present wai foil of 
mutton, from my part Uood Merinos, and his intestines oontalned 

L 2 
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feathen which h« probabljdeyoiired with % Duck or Winter Gull, 
mi I ohterred an entire foot and leg of eome water fowl. I had 
two killed prefiont to this, which weighed ten poonda aToirdapoia 



The intrepidity of character mentioned above, may be farther 
illoatrated by the following fact, which occnrred a few yean ago 
near Great I^ Harbonr, New Jersey :— A woman, who happened 
to be weeding in the garden, had set her child down near to amnee 
iteelf while she was at work ; when a sudden and eztraordinaiy 
rushing sound, and a scream from her child, alarmed her, and, 
•Urting up, she beheld the infant thrown down and dragged 
■ome few feet, and a large Bald Etgle besring off a fragment of 
its frock, which being the only part seiied, and giving way, 
proridentially saved the life of Uie infant. 

The appetite of the Bald Eagle, tho' habituated to long fasting, 
is of the most voracious and often the most indelicate kind. 
Fish, when he csn obtain them, are preferred to all other fsre. 
Touttg lambs and pigs are dainty morsels, and made free with on 
all favorable occasions. Ducks, Geese, GuUs, and other sea fowl, 
are also seiied with avidity. The most putrid csrrion, when 
nothing better csn be had, ii acceptable ; and the collected groups 
of gormandiiing Vultures, on the approach of this dignified 
personage, instantly disperse, and make way for their master, 
waiting his departure in sullen silence, and at a respectful 
distance, on the adjacent trees. 

In one of those partial migrations of tree-equirrels that some- 
times take place in our western forests, many thousands of them , 
were drowned in attempting to cross the Ohio; and a certain 
place, not far from Wheeling, a prodigious number of their dead 
bodies were floated to the shore by an eddy. Here the Vultures ' 
assembled in great force, and had regaled themselves foe some 
tame, wbmk a Bald Ea|^ made his appearance and took sole 
posses si o n of the premises, keeping the whole Vultuns at their 
proper distance for several days. He has also been seen navigrting 
the same river on a floating canion, thooi^ eoaroely raised above 
the safaoe of the water, and tagging at the canaas, ngardleaa of 
, aawyen^ piantew, or ahallowa. He anmetamea cairiea hta 
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Th# aMt of t^&i ep^d^f u fvnc-rftUf fiie<d itt 
Ipf^ tn*^ often in t tvmmp or morwi mnA dilSc 

BaU Eic1« liuOd*, j«tf mli«r jr««r» f or » l<^ 
Wban botk inal« uul l«ifkila hftr^ boon iboi frov 
fair Im lOon Afur uk^n prwi«Miloii. Th^ im 
I aiiii In toil r^pftirotl otcit towon, nntil it 
■HHImbI Mtii oWerTAbte mt m conM^rahU 
H^ii •! hffHV aticlu, aodJ, MTthjr rubbimh, bi^x 
£?« ttaied to me tiiAt tbe femde Uyt firvt a ni 
«fl«r liATiDg Ml on It for «oine time^ fthe kyi a 
itsi it h>teh«jd« iho wArmih of that^ it ii prat^ 
other. Whether this be correct or not, I caim 
a Tcrj respectable gentlcnian of Virginia assure 
a large tree cut down containing the nest of 
which were two young, one of which appeared i 
as large as the other. As a proof of their at 
joung, a person near Norfolk informed me that, 
of wood on his place, they met with a large < 
which was a Bald Eagle's nest and young. The 
more than half way up, and the flames rapid 
parent eagle darted around and among the 
plumage was so much injured that it was with di 
make her escape, and even then she several tii 
return to relieye her offspring. 

No bird provides more abundantly for its you 
Eagle. Fish are daily carried thither in numl 
•ometimes lie scattered round the tree, and the f 
nest may be distinguished at the distance of sever 
The young are at first covered with a thick v 
colored cottony down ; they gndoally become o 
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their plomage deyelopt itself, oontinoe of the brown gray until 
the third year, when the white begins to make its appeannoe on 
the head, neck, tail coTerts, and tail ; these by the end of the 
fourth year are completely white, or Tery slightly tinged with 
cream f the eye also is at 'first hajsel, but gradually brightens into 
a brilliant straw color, with the white plumage of the head. Such 
at least was the gradual progress of this change, witnessed by 
myself, on a very fine specimen brought up by a gentleman, a 
friend of mine, who for a considerable time believed it to be what 
is usually called the Grey Eagle, and was much surprised at the 
gradual metamorphosis. This will account for the circumstance, 
so frequently observed, of the Grey and White-headed Eagle being 
■een together, both being, in fact, the same species in different 
stages of color according to their difference of age. 

The flight of the Bald Eagle, when taken into consideration with 
the ardor and energy of his character, is noble and interesting. 
Sometimes the human eye can just discern him, like a minute 
speck, moving in slow curvatures along the face of the heavens, 
as if reconnoitring the earth at that immense distance. Sometimes 
he glides along in a direct horizontal line at a vast height with 
expanded and unmoving wings, till he gradually disappears in the 
distant blue ether. Seen gliding in easy circles over the high 
shores and mountainous difls that tower above the Hudson and 
SusquehanuA, he attracts the eye of the intelligent voyager, and 
adds great interest to the scenery. At the great Cataract of 
Niagara, already mentioned, there rises from the gulf into which 
the Fall of the Horse-Shoe descends a stupendous column of 
■moke or spray reaching to the heavens, and moving off in laige 
black doudsy according to the direction of the wind, forming a veiy 
striking and majestic appearance. The Eagles are here seen sailing 
•boot, sometimes losing themselves in this thiok oolunm and again 
rsappearing in another i^aoe, with such ease and •'fffmt of 
noiioB as renden the whole truly snblime, 

SIgk e W Iks wwUtrj sprotr, tOtat iti% 
IstoiaaMltilriVMi^ 
■Mi* Iks piBvV ipt^ MbllMlf toil^ 
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V^om (fav iofD Tlctimt of th« t«cli^ Bmd. 




The White-beaded Eagle is three feet long and ieTon feel m 
extent ; the bill is of & rich yellow ; cere the B&moj iLighUj tinged 
with green ; mouth flesh^colored ; tip ol the tongtie blnimlL blsick ; 
the head I chief part of the nock, Tent, tail co?ert»j and t»jl, . 
white in the perfect or old birds of both aoios^ — in tho»o undor 
three yean of age these pivrta lu:^ of ft grey brown ; the rest of tha 
pi 11 mage Ia deep dark brown, ea<rh fofithor tipt with p>&lo bn>wii — 
lightest on the ahoulder of the wing^ and darkest tow&rdi its 
eitremttiea. The conformation of the win^ it admirablj adapted 
for the flU[3port uf ao l&rge a bird. It meaaurott two feet in breadth 
on the greater quille, and aiitoen inchefl on the Imsef ; the longest 
primancn ore twentj inches in length, and np words of one in oh in 
drcuinf erenee where they enter the skin ; the broadest leoondiinM 
ore three inches in breadth across the vane ; the acapalara mn 
Tery large and brood, spreading from the back to the wing, to 
preTent the air from passing through ; another range of broad flat 
feathers, from three to ten inches in length, also extend from the 
lower part of the breast to the wing below for the same purpose ; 
between these lies a deep triangular cavity ; the thighs are remark- 
ably thick, strong, and muscular, oorered with long feathers 
pointing backwards, usually called the femoral feathers ; the l^ga, 
which are ooTered half way below the knee before with dark brown 
downy feathers, are of a rich yellow, the color of ripe Indian oom ; 
feet the same ; daws blue black, Teiy laige and strong, particulariy 
the inner one, which is considerably the largest ; soles Tery rough 
and warty ; the eye is sunk under a bony or cartilaginous projep- 
tion of a pale yellow oolor, and is turned considerably forwaida, 
not standing parallel with the cheeks ; the izis is of a bright steaw 
oolor, pupil black. 

The male u generally two or three inches shorter than the 
female ; the white on the head| neck, and tall being moie tinged 
with yellowiah, and its whole appearance less lotmidahle ; th« 
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brown plomage ii alio lighter, and the bird itaelf Iom daring than 
the female,— a drenmstance common to ahnoat all birds of prej. 

The bird from which the foregoing drawing and deecription were 
taken, waa shot near Great Egg Harbour, in the month of January, 
pt] waa in excellent order, and weighed about elcTcn pounds. Dt. 
Samuel B. Smith of the dty obliged me with a minute and careful 
dissection of it, from whose copious and very interesting notes on 
the subject I shall extract such remarks as are suited to the 
general reader. 

"The Eagle you sent me for dissection was a beautiful female. 
It had two expansions of the gullet. The first principally composed 
of longitudinal bundles of fibre, in which (as the bird is raTenous 
and without teeth) laige portions of unmasticated meats are 
suffered to dissolre before they pass to the lower or proper 
stomach, which' is membranous. I did not reoeiTe the bird in time 
enough to ascertain whether any chylification was effected by the 
juices from the vessels of this enlargement of the oosophagus. I 
think it probable that it also has a regurgitating or romiting power, 
as the bird constantly swallows large quantities of indigestible 
substances, such as quills, hairs, Ac In this sac of the Eagle, I 
found the quill feathers of the small white gull ; and in the true 
stomach, the tail and some of the breast feathers of the same bird 
and the dorsal Tertebne of a large fish. This excited some sur- 
prise, until yon made me acquainted with the fact of its watching 
the Fish-Hawks, and robbing them of their pr^. Thus we see, 
throughout the whole empire of animal life, power is almost alwsys 
in a state of hostility to justice ; and of the Deity only oaa it 
truly he said, that justice is commensurate with power 1 

** Hie Eagle has the sereral auxiliaries to digestion and assimi- 
lation in common with man. The lirer was unusually large in 
your specimen. It secretes bOe, which stimulates the intesttnea, 
pnparea the chyle for Mood, and by this rery secretion of bile (as 
it is a deeply respiring animal) separates or removes some obnoxious 
principles firom the blood. (See Dr. Bush's admirable lectors on 
this important riaeos in the human sabjeot) The intestines were 
also Isfge, long, convolute, and sappUed with nna aero n s lacteal 
p whioh dilMT little from those of Mn» ompl in ookr, wkiflh 



DSiCEiPTnrm isuti* 

ITM b-juiip»rent The kidney wore lArge, uid seated on each iido 
the Tdriebne nei&r the anus* Tlie^ are alae destined to secrete Aome 
o^enitre prindple« from the blood 

'* The eggft were amaU and nutnei^ut ; and, after » carefiit 
examination f I tonoluded that no sensible increase takes plmt» m 
them till the particular seaiom Thit ida^ account for the unusual 
excitement which prevaili in thc»e birds in the seiual interoomiML 
Why there are so many eggs, is a mjBtetj. It ii, p^rhape, ooa- 
siitent with nMural law that eterything should be abundant ; but 
from this bird it is said no more than two young are hatched in m 
aeaeon, consc^uentlj, no more eggs are wanted than a suffieiencjr 
to produce that e0eot. Are the eggs oumberod originallj, and m 
there no increase of number, but a grfiduol loes, till all are depo- 
tited t If «Op the number may corretpond to the long life and 
vigorous health of this noble bird. Why there is but two jotins 
m a season is easUy eipkined. Nature has been ■tudlonaly 
parsimonious of her physi<^ strength^ from whence the tribes of 
animals incapable to reaiat, doriTO seovirity and oonfidence.** 

The Eagle ia nid to lire to a great age — lixtjr, eighty, and, •• 
■ome assert, one hundred yean. Thii eireomstanoe is remarkable^ 
when we consider the seeming intemperate habits of the bird ; 
■ometimes fasting, thro necessity, for sereral days, and at otbar 
times gorging itself with animU food till its craw swellt out th« 
plumage of that part, forming a large protuberance on the breast 
This, howoTcr, is its natural food, and for these habits its whole 
organisation ia particularly adapted. It haa not, liko man, in- 
Tented rich wines, ardent spirits, and a thouiand artificial poiaona, 
in the form of soup, sauces, and sweetmeats. Its food ia aim^A^ 
it indulges freely, uses great exercise, breathes the pnreet air, ia 
healthy, Tigoroua, and long-lired. The lords of the cre ati o n thma- 
mItcs inigbt dariTC aome usefnl hints from these fsets, wars thsj 
not already, in general, too wise, or too proud, to learn horn thair 
inferiors, the fowls of the air and bsasU of the flaUL-{reL IV.^ 
pp. 89-100.] 
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ESSAY XL 

OF THB BLUB JAT. 

This elegBni bird, which, aa far as I can learn, ia peonliar to 
North America, ia distinguished aa a kind of beau among the 
feathered tenants of our woods bj the brilliancy of his dress ; and 
like most other coxcombs, makes himself still more conspicuous bjr 
his loquacitj and the oddness of his tones and gestures. The Jajr 
measures eloTen inches in length ; the head ia ornamented with a 
crest of light blue or purple feathers, which he can elerate or 
depress ai pleasure ; a narrow lineof black runs along the frontlet, 
rising on each side higher than the eye, but not passing orer it, aa 
Oatesby has represented, and as Pennant and many others hare 
described it ; back and upper part of the neck a fine light purple, 
in which the blue predominates ; a collar of black, proceeding 
from the hind head, passes with a graceful cunre down each side 
of the neck, to the upper part of the breast, where it forms a 
crescent ; chin, cheeks, throat, and belly white, the three former 
■lightly tanged with blue ; greater wing-corerta, a rich blue ; 
exterior aides of the primaries, light blue, those of the secondaries, 
a deep purple, except the three feathers next to the body, which 
•re of a splendid light blue ; all these, except the primaries, are 
beautifully baned with crescents of black, and tipt with white ; 
the interior sides of the wing-feathers are dusky black ; tail long 
and cuneiform, oompoeed of twelre feathers of a glossy light blue, 
BMrfced ai half inches with transrerse cunres of black, each feather 
being tipt with white except the two middle ones, which deepen 
into a dark pufple ai the extremities. Breast and sides under the 
wings a dirty white, faintly stained with purple ; inside of the 
mouth, the tongue, bill, legs, and ckws Uaok ; iris ^ the 9if 



The Bine Jay ia aa almost unifoisal inhabitant of the woods, 
frequenting the thiekeet eettlementi aa well aa the deep rsosssse 
of the f owe t , iihm% hia squalling Toioe often alarma the deer to 
the disappohit— ntandaaortifieationol the hunter,— one of whon 
BM that he BMde H a pointi in Bunmer, to kill tW7 
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Jft^ he could moot wtih. In the c^hftrming ieftftOn of BpHng, when 
tTory thick ot poura forth harmony, the jmH porfornned by the Jay 
AJwayi ctttchos tlio oar Ho tppoAtt to bo omong hii fellow 
mnucuim what tho trumpot^r u in » h*iid« tome of hie Qoto* 
hiring no dUtaiii reeenfiblaoce io the tones of th^t iiwtnimeutt. 
Thcao he haa tlio faculty of chftngmg through a great variety of 
modulations, according to the particular humor he happens to be 
in. When disposed for ridieulo^ there is aoarce ft bird whoeo 
pcouliadtica of song ho cannot tnne his notes to. When en^ngefl 
in the blandithments of IotOi thoy resemble the soft chAtterings of 
a ducV^ uid^ wliilo he nestles among the thick br&nohes of thu 
cedar, ftro scjutco heard a few paces distance ; but no sooner does 
be diaoOTor your approach, than he tots tip a stidden und rebatneni 
omtciy, dying olTp and ecreaming with all His tnight, as if he eall«d 
the whole feathered tribes of the neighbourhood to witneaa aomo 
outrageous uaage ho had rceei?ed* When he hops undisturbed 
among the high brAnches of the oak and hickory, they beeomo soft 
and musical ; and his callii of the ft^malo a stranger would readily 
mitiake for the repeated ereakings of aa ungreaaed wheel-bamfw. 
All these he aooompanies with Tarions nodS| jerka, and oilier 
geatiealatioiii, for which the whole tribe of jaya are ao remarkable, 
thai, with some other peenliarities, they might have Tery well 
justified the great Swedish natoraliit in forming them into a 
separate genus by themselyes. 

The Blue Jay builds a large nest, frequently in the oedar, some. 
times on an apple-tree, lines it with dry fibfous roots, and lays 
five eggs of a dull olire, spotted with brown. The male ia parti. 
oilarly careful of not being heard near the place, making hia Tiaita 
as silently and secretly as possible. His f arourite food is cheat- 
nuts, acorns, and Indian com. He occasionally feeds on bugs aad 
caterpillars, and sometimes pays a plundering nsii lo the crdiard, 
cherry-rows, and potato patch ; and has been known, in times of 
scarcity, to renture into tiie bam, through openings between tli* 
weather-boards. In these cases he is extremely actire and ailent^ 
and, if surprised in the fact, makes his escape with preoipitalioo^ 
but without noise, as if conscious of has eriminality. 
Of aU birds he lathe moat bitter enamy to the owL Koi 
u2 
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hM he diiooTered the retreat of one of theses than he rammona 
the whole feathered fraternity to hia aaaiatance, who aorronnd the 
glimmering foIUatre, and attack him from all aidea, raiaing anoh a 
ahout aa may be heard, in a atill daj, more than half a mile off. 
When, in mj hunting ezcoraiona, I hare paaacd near tlua aoene of 
iomulty I hare imagined to myielf that I heard the intuiting 
party renting their reapectire chargea with all the rirulenoy of a 
Billingsgate mob ; the owl, meanwhile, returning erery compliment 
with a broad goggling atare. The war becomes louder and louder, 
and the owl, at length forced to betake himself to flight, is 
followed by his whole train of persecutora until driren beyond 
the boundaries of their jurisdiction. 

But the Blue Jay himaelf ia not guiltleaa of aimilar depredationa 
with tiie owl, and becomes in his turn the rery tyrant he deteated, 
when he aneaka through the wooda, aa he frequently doea, and 
among the thicketa and hedge-rowa, plundering erery nest he can 
find of ita eggs, tearing up the callow young by piecemeal, and 
•preading alarm and aorrow around him. The criea of the dia- 

^ tressed parenti aoon bring together a number of interested 
apectatora (for birda in auoh drcumstancea aeem truly to aym- 
pathiae with each other), and he is sometimes attacked with such 

' spirit as to be under the necessity of making a speedy retreat. 

He will sometimes assault email birda, with the intention of 
killing and derouring them ; an instanoe of which I myaelf once 
witnessed oyer a piece of woods near the BchuylkiU, where I aaw 
him engaged for more than fire minutea pursuing what I took to 
be a apeciea of Motadlla,^ wheeling, darting, and doubling in the 
air, and at last, to my great aatiafaction, got diaH>pointed in the 
eacape of his intended prey. In times of great extremity, when 
his hoard or magazine ia f roaen up, buried in anow, or perhape 
•zhanated, he beoomea very Toradoua, and will make a meal of 
whaterer carrion or other animal substance comea in the way; and 
haa been found regaling himaelf on the bowela of a Robin, in leaa 
than five minutea after it was shot. 

Theee are, howerer, indiridual exeeptioiia to this general 
chameter lor plunder and outrage, m pronaaesa for which ia pro- 
hMj eflen occaaiened bj the wwita and initatkiM of Bioaaaity. 
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A Blue Jwjp wliioh I hare kepi for eome time, and wiU& whom I 
em on terms of femilieritjry ie in reality a ybtj notable example ol 
mildneia of disposition and sociability of manners. An acddent 
in the woods first put me in possession of this bird, while in foil 
plumage, and in high health and spirits ; I carried h«m home with 
me, and put him into a cage already occupied bja Golden-winged 
.Woodpecker, where he was saluted with such rudeness, and »• 
oeiyed such a drubbing from the lord of the manor, for entering 
his premises, that, to save his life, I was obliged to take him out 
again. I then put him into another cage, where the onljr tenant 
was a female Orchard Oriole. She ahw put on airs of alarm, ae if 
ahe considered herself endangered and insulted bj the intrusioii ; 
the Jaj, meanwhile, sat mute and motionless on the bottom of tl&e 
cage, either dubious of his own situation, or willing to allow tim« 
for the fears of his neighbour to subside. Accordingljr, in a few 
minutes, after displaying rarioua threatening gestures (like eome 
of those Indians we read of in their first interriews with tli* 
whites,) she began to make her approaches, but with great drcum- 
spection, and readiness for retreat. - Seeing, however, the Jay 
begin to pick up some crumbs of broken chestnuts in a humble 
and peaceable way, she also descended, and began to do the same ; 
but, at the slightest motion of her new guest, wheeled round, and 
put herself on the defensive. All this ceremonious jealousy 
yanished before evening ; and they now roost togeilier, feed, and 
play together, in perfect harmony and good humor. When the 
Jay goes to drink, his messmate very impudently jumps into the 
saucer to wash herself, throwing the water in showers over her 
companion, who bears it all patiently ; venturing now and then to 
toko a sip between every splash, without betraying the smallest 
token of irritation. On the contrary, he seems to take pleasure 
in his little fellow-prisoner, allowing her to pick (which she does 
very gently) about his whiskers, and to dean his claws from the 
minute fragments of chestnuts which happen to adhere to them. 
This attachment on the one part, and mild condescension on the 
other, may perhaps be partly the effect of mutual misfortunes, 
which are found not only to knit mankind, but many species of 
inferior animals, more dosely together ; and shews that the di*-^ 
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potiiioii of the Bloe Jay may be hnmaniied tnd rendered aiiaoep- 
tible of affectionate impressions, even for thoee birds which, in a 
state of nature, he would have no hesitation in making a meal of. 

He is not only bold and Toeiferoas, bnt possesses a considerable 
talent for mimicry, and seems to enjoy great satisfaction in 
mocking and teasing other birds, particularly the little hawk, 
(/. Sparwriw,) imitating his cry wheroTcr he sees him, and 
squealing out as if caught : this soon brings a number of his own 
tribe around him, who all join in the frolic, darting about the 
hawk, and feigning the cries of a bird sorely wounded, and already 
under the dutches of its deyourer ; while others lie concealed in 
bushes, ready to second their associates in the attack. But this 
ludicrous farce often terminates tragically. The hawk, singling 
one of the most insolent and proroking, sweeps upon him in aa 
unguarded moment, and offers him up a sacrifice to his hunger 
and resentment. In an instant, the tune is changed ; all their 
buffoonery Tanishes, and loud and incessant screams proclaim their 
disaster. 

Whenever the Jay has had the adyantage of education firom 
man, he has not only shown himself an apt scholar, but his suarity 
of manners seems equalled only by his art and contriTances ; tho 
it must be confessed, that his itch for thieying keeps pace with all 
his other acquirements. Dr. Mease, on the authority of Colonel 
Poetell, of South Carolina, informs me that a Blue Jay, which was 
brought up in the funily of the latter gentleman, had all the tricka 
and loquacity of a parrot ; pilfered eyerything he could conreni- 
ently carry off, and hid them in holes and creyices ; answered to 
his name with great sociability, when called on ; could articulate 
a number of words pretty distinctly ; and when he heard any 
unoommon noise or loud talking, seemed impatient to contribute 
his ahare to the general festiyity (as he probably thou^t it) bj a 
display of all the oratorical powers he was possessed oi 

Mr. Bertram relaftee an instance of the Jay's sagadty, worthy of 
femark. '* Haying caught a Jay in the winter season,** «iys he, 
"I tomed him looee in the green-house, and fed him with com, 
(ms naiie,) the heart of which they are yefy fond ol. Thk grain 
beii« i^ and hard, the bM al tot foond a diflcolty in bmkiBt 



It il would ifttli from hu bill when he itruck it Afi#r Wking 
Itl^ aady M if oonaiclering for a moment, bo picked ttp )]is gruii, 
I and plaoed it close up in « comet on the iheli, between tho 
wall and a plant boai, wher«j being oonfinod on three «de», he aooa 
I hia piifpoae, Ktid ootilinaefl iirt«rw«rd« to make na^ of this 
pfielioal ai^edi^QL" '^ The Jaj,*' oontiniioi thi« judUciotu 
fy " la ona of the most useful Ageoti in the eoonomjr of 
Kaiuray for diaaaminaiing forest trees, ftnd other rticiferoua and 
haid-aaadad TOgalabtoi on which the^r foed. Their chief emptoy- 
maniy during tha auktumnal eeaAon, la fom^ng fo aupplj their 
winiar alona. In performing thia necessiuy duty^ they drop 
abnndanoa of aaad in their flight oTcr fielda, hedges, and hy fetLoea^ 
wliara thay alight io deposit them in the poet ho!oi, &e. It is ra- 
mafkabla wliat mmiberA of joung trees rise np in fields said 
pa atni a a afiar a wet winter and spring. These birdt alone ara 
aapalilai in a faw janri* timo^ to rtspLint aU the cleared lands^** * 

Tlia Blna Jaja aaldom Associate in Any considerable numbori^ 
axoept in tha montlu of tieptember and October, wiien tiiey hoTar 
about, in aoattered parties of from forty to fifty, yisiting the oaka, 
in search of their f arourite aooms. At this season they are leaa 
ahy than nsual, and keep chattering to each other in a variety of 
atrange and querulous notes. I have counted fifty-three, Imt 
never more, at one time ; and these generaUy following each other 
in straggling irregularly from one range of woods to another. Yet 
we are told by the learned Dr. Latham,— and his statement haa 
been copied into many respectable European publications, — that 
the Blue Jays of North America "often unite into flocks of twenty 
thousand at least ! which, alighting on a field of ten or twelve 
acres, soon lay waste the whole." t If this were really so, these 
birds would justly deserve the character he givea them of being 
the most destructive species in America. But I will venture the 
aaaertion that the tribe Oriolui PhenUeeui, or red-winged Uaek- 
birdi, in the environs of the river Delaware alona, devour and 
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destroy more Indian com than the whole Bine Jaya of America. 
Aa io their assembling in such immense multitudes, it may bo 
■offident to observe that a flock of Blue Jays of twenty thousand 
would be as extraordinary an appearance in America, as the same 
number of maj^pies or cuckoos would be in Britain. 

It has been frequently said that numbers of birds are common 
to the United States and Europe ; at present, howerer, I am not 
certain of many. Comparing the best descriptions and delineations 
of the European ones with those of our native birds said to be of 
the same species, either the former are very erroneous, or the 
difference of plumage and habits in the latter justifies us in con- 
sidering a great proportion of them to be really different species. 
Be this however as it may, the Blue Jay appears to belong ex- 
clusively to North America. I cannot find it mentioned by any 
writer or traveller among the birds of Ouiana, Brasil, or any other 
IMurt of South America. It is equally unknown in Africa. In 
Europe, and even in the eastern parts of Asia, it is never seen in 
Its wild state. To ascertain the exact limits of its native regions, 
would be difficult. These, it is highly probable, will be found to 
be* bounded by the extremities of the temperate cone. Dr. 
I^atham has indeed asserted that the Blue Jay of America is 
not found farther north than the town of Albany.* This, 
however, is a mistake. They are common in the eastern 
States, and are mentioned by Dr. Belknap in hia enumeration of 
the birds of New Hampshire, t They are also natives of New- 
foundland. I myself have seen them in Upper Canada. 'Knc 
Jays-and Yellow Birds were found by Mr. H'Keniie, when on his 
joum^ across the Continent, at the head waters of the Unjigah, 
or Peace River, in N. hO. 64^ W. km. 121% on the west side of 
the great range of Stony mountains. Steller, who, in 1741, ao- 
companied Captain Behring in his expedition, for the disooreiy of 
the northwest coast of Amerioay and who wrote the Jovnial of the 
vcyage, t rdaftesy that he himself want on shoie near Cape Si. XUesy 
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in Ui. fiS^ 28' W. Ion. 14V 46', AOCK^rding ic» his eriimfttion, wbero 
lie obaerred »eToral Bpecict of bird« nol known in Sibem : &nd 
ono, in pariiciilAT, deBcrilM^d hj Q&^ibjf under the name of the 
Blue Jay, * Mr* Willi aih Bertram informe me, thAt tKey ar© 
numerous m tbe penioAula of Flonda, and Ihskt he alao found ihem 
m% Natchot, on the MiMistippL, Captain Lcwia and Clark, and 
their intrepid conipaniona^ in their memorable expedition acroes 
the Continent of North America to the Pacific Ooeon^ continued to 
■ee Blue Jayi for alt hundred milea up the Miaaourt f WroiBk 
ihee^ accounts it foUowi, that thia ipeoiet oeoupiea, genendly^ &t 
partially, an extent of country atrotching upwards of ieventy da- 
greea from eaat to wG«t, and more than thirty degreoa from north 
to iouth ; tho, from local oircumHtanoaa, there may be intermedials 
tTMta, in thta iauuenae range, which they oeldom fUil. [Vol, J., 



ESSAY xn. 



OF THB GABOinrA PABXOT. 



At BO little has hitherto been known of the dispoaiiioii and 
mannen of thia Bpecies, the reader will not, I hope, be diipleaaed 
at my detailing some of these, in the history of a particalar fa- 
Torite, my sole companion in many a lonesome day's marohy and of 
which the figure in the plate is a faithful resemblance. 

Anxious to try the efiects of education on one of those which 
I procured at Big Bone Lick, and which was but slightly wounded 
in the wing, I fixed up a place for it in the stern of my boat, and 
presented it with some cockle burrs, which it freely fed on in less 
than an hour after being on board. The intermediate time between 
eating and sleeping, was occupied in gnawing the sticks thai 
formed its place of confinement, in order to make a ptmeticable 
breach ; which it repeatedly effected. When I abandomodtheriTsr 
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•nd tray;»Il«d hj land, I wrapped it up doaely in a silk hmndker- 
^"^> ^ng it tightly around, and carried it in mj pocket When 
I stopped for refroshmont, I unbound my prisoner, and gare it its 
allowance, which it generally dispatched with great dexterity, un- 
husking the seeds from the burr in a twinkling ; in doing which, 
it always employed its left foot to hold the burr, as did seyeral 
others that I kept for some time. I began to think that this might 
be peculiar to the whole tribe, and that they all were, if I may 
use the expression, left-footed ; but by shooting a number after- 
wards while engaged in eating mulberries, I found sometimes the 
left, sometimes the right foot stained with the fruit ; the other 
always dean ; from which, and the constant practice of those I 
kept, it appears, that like the human spedes in the use of their 
hands, they do not prefer one or the other indiscriminately, but 
•re either left or right-footed. But to return to my prisoner. In 
recommitting it to ''durance rile," we generally had a quarrel ; 
during which it frequently paid me in kind for the wound I had 
inflicted, and for depriring it of liberty, by cutting and almost disa- 
bling sereral of my fingers with its shaip and powerful bilL The 
path through the wilderness between Nashrille and Ketches, is, in 
•ome places, bad beyond description. There are dangerous creeks 
to swim, miles of morass to struggle through, rendered almost as 
^oomy as night, by a prodigious growth of timber, and an under- 
wood of canes and other CTergreons ; while the descent into the se 
sluggish streams is often ten or fifteen feet perpendicular into a 
bed of deep clay. In some of the worst of these places, where I 
had, as it were, to fight my way through, the Psrakeet frequently 
eecaped from my pocket, obliging me to dismount and pursue it 
through the worst of the morass before I could regain it. On 
these occasions I was seyeral times tempted to abandon it ; but I 
persisted in bringing it along. When at night I encamped in the 
woodsy I plaoed it on the baggage beside me, where it usually sal^ 
with great composure, dosing and gaiing at the fire till morning. 
In this manner I carriad it upwards of a thousand miles in my 
pocket, nh&n it was exposed all day to the jolting of the hone, 
b«t regularly liberated at meal times aad in the erening; al which 
H alwaya iipwsiid grsal eatirfafltioii. In pasiing throo^ the 



ltd Choctaw nuttonfl, the Indiimi, whor&ver I ttopped 
?t«d urotind mo, men, women, and duldren, lAughitig 
; wondorfully amuAcd with tho navolty of my 
The Chioknfiawi ciJIcd it in tUc^ir langUAge 
\^ hut wlicn they hetird me c«ll it Foil, they soon Tie- 
name ; and whenever I chnticed to atop amon^ these 
vfd loon bo<mme fftmUiAr with eneh other through th« 
of Poll. On wrriTing at Mr. DunbAr*>, below Natchei^ 1 
A a cftge, tmd pliic^sd it imd^r tho piazza, whens by iti cM 
Attracted the pii«amg flock a^ kuch ta tho att^htnc^nt they 
ur each other. Nnnveroua partiei frequently alighted on the 
immedmtely obove, keeping up a oontiant convoraation with 
HmoT> One of^tho^e I wounded alightly in the wing, and 
're Poll exprcAsed on tneotbg with thii new companion 
ammiiDg. She crept close up to it aa it hung on the side 
.^i3, chattered to it in a low tone of Yoioo^ aa if ajmpathis- 
ing in iti minfortunf?, acmtchod about ita head and nock with h«r 
bill ; and both at night nestled aa dose as poeaible to each other, 
aometimea Poll's head being thrust among the plumage of th« 
other. On the death of this companion, she appesved restless and 
inoonaolable for several days. On reaching New Orleans, I placed 
a looking glass beside the place where she usually aat, and the in- 
atani ahe perceived her image, all her former fondness seemed to 
return, ao that she could scarcely absent herself from it a moment. 
It was evident that she was completely deceived. Always when 
evening drew on, and often during the day, she laid her hetA doaa 
to that of the image in the gloss, and began to doze with great 
oompoaure and satisfaction. In this short space she had learnt to 
know her name ; to answer and come when called on ; to dimb 
up my dothea, sit on my shoulder and eat from my mouth. I 
took her with me to sea, determined to persevere In her eduoatioii; 
but, destined to another fate, poor Poll, having one morning about 
daybreak wrought her way through the cage, while I waa asleep, 
inataatly flew overboard, and perished in the gulf of Mexioo. 
[VoL III., pp. 95-7.] 
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ESSAY xm. 

OF THB GOLD-WnrOXD WOODPICKVK. 

. • . Ic nmbling Uiro the woods one daj, I happened to ihoot 
one of these birds, and wounded him slightly on the wing. Finding 
him in foil feather, and seemingly bat little hurt, I took him home, 
and put him into a large cage, made of willows, intending to keep 
him in my own room, that we might become better acquainted. 
As soon as he found himself enclosed on all sides, he lost no time 
in idle fluttering, but throwing himself against the bars of the 
eage, began instantly to demolish the willows, battering them with 
great rehemence, and uttering a loud piteous kind of cackling, 
similar to that of a hen when she is alarmed, and takes to wing. 
Poor Baron Trenck never laboured with moro eager diligence 
at the walls of his prison, than this son of the forest in his 
exertions for liberty ; and he exercised his powerful bill with 
such force, digging into the sticks, seising and shaking them so 
^m side to side, that he soon opened for himself a passage ; 
and tho' I repeatedly repaired the breach, and barricadoed erery 
opening, in the best manner I oould, yet on my return into the 
loom I always found him at large, climbing up the chairs or 
running about the floor, where, from the dexterity of his motions, 
moring backward, forward, and sideways, with the same facility, 
it became difficult to get hold of him again. Haring placed him 
in a strmg wire cage, he seemed to giro up all hopes of making 
his esci^, tad soon became TSfy tame ; fed on young ears of 
Indian com ; refused apples, but ate the berries of the sour gum 
greedily, small winter grapes, and seToral other kinds of berries ; f 
•xercised himself frequently in climbing, or rather hopping 
peipendieulariy along the sides of the cage ; and, as erening drew 
on, fixed himsdf in a high hanging or perpendicular poettion, and 
dqpt with his head in his wing. As soon as dawn appeared, eren 
before it was light enou^ to pereeive him distinct^ aeross the 
looB. ha deecended to the bottom of the cage, and began Us attack 
ottthe eanol Indian oon, rapping so load aa to be heard from 
ffwjfoomoftkehioaaa. Altar thk» ha woild 




DBiO&IFTIYl ISSA^TB* 201 



ker p<)sitioiij and tako ftiiothor n^p. H« traa bogtnnitig to 
very junuaing, and even Bootable, wben, <^t«f a Iapa« of 
iroeki, he became drooping, and died, tA I ooneeiTed^ foonn 

i^u^cta of hie wdnnd. . . . 

he abject and degraded character which the Count de Bnfibo, 

I equal eloquence and abaurditj^ htm drawn of tlie whole 

■'•^ of WoodpcckcrB} belongi net to tlie elegant and uprightly 

now before iib. How far it b applicafalQ to anj of tUcin will 

xamincd hereafter. Ho im not * con a trained to drag out an 
.jflLpjd exijstence in boring the bark and hard fibrea of trcei to «x* 
tract hit prey/ for he frequently &nda in the loote monldcring 
mini of an old fttump (the capital of a nation of piamirea) more 
than ia aufficient for the wanta of a whole week. He cannot be 
said to ' lead a mean and gloomj life, without an tntcrmioaion of 
labour/ who usually feaata by the first poep of dawn^ and apenda 
the early and jiweeteiit hours of momtng on the highest peaka of 
the tallesi irees, calling on hia mate or oompanions ; or punning 
and gamboling with them round the larger limba and body of the 
tree for houra together ; for such are really his habita. Can it be 
■aid that ' necessity never grants an intenral of sound repose ' to 
that bird, who, while other tribes are exx>osed to all the peltings of 
the midnight storm, lodges dry and secure in a snug chamber of his 
own constructing f or that * the narrow circumference of a tree 
circumscribes his dull round of life,' who, as seasons and inclina- 
tion inspire, roams from the frigid to the torrid aone, feasting on 
the abundance of yarious regions ? Or is it a proof that ' hia 
appetite is never softened by delicacy of taste,' because he so often 
Taries his bill of fare, occasionally preferring to animal food the rich 
milkiness of young Indian com, and the wholesome and nourishing 
berries of the wild cherry, sour gum, and red cedar t Let the 
reader turn to the faithful representation of him given in the plate, 
and say whether his looks be 'sad and melancholy.' It is truly 
ridiculous and astonishing that such absurdities should escape 
the lips or pen of- one so able to do justice to the respective 
merits of every species ; but Bnffon had too <^ten a favourite 
theory to prop up, that led him insensibly astray ; and so f oiwoiliy 
the whole family of Woodpeeken must look Md, eooTy and b# 
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miserable, lo niiafy the eaprioe of m whimnoal philoeopber, who 
tokee H into his head thai they are and onght to be ao ! But the 
Count ia not the only European who baa miarepreaented and tr»- 
doced thia beantifnl bird. One haa giren him biown legs ;.* another 
a yellow neck ; t a third has declared him a cuckoo ;{ and, in an 
Engliah tranalation of Linnama'a "System of Nature," lately 
published, he is oharaeteriaed aa follows : " Body, striated with 
black and gray ; cheeka, red ; chin, black ; nerer climba on 
trcea ;"{ which la just aa correct aa if, in dcacribing the human 
qweiea, we ahould aay— skin striped with black and green ; cheeka, 
blue ; chin, orange ; nerer walks on foot, Ao. The pagea of 
Katnral Hiatoiy ahould resemble a faithful mirror in which mankind 
may recognise the true imagea of the living originala ; inatead of 
whkh, we find this department of them too often like the haqrand 
100^ medium of wretched window-glaaa, thro' whose crooked 
p ro iub erancea ereiything ^'P^^^rs ao atrangely diatorted that ona 
aoaroely knows their most intimate neighbours and aoquaintanoet. 
[r«L L, pp. 47-4 60.1.] 



ESSAY XIV. 



or THB ITOBT-nLLBD WOODnCKBm AlTD THB BBD-QOAKADBD 
WOODraCEBB. 

• • In looking oTer the accounts giren of tlie Irory-billpd Wood- 
peck^ by the naturalists of Europe, I find it asserted, that it in- 
habtti from New Jersey to Mexico. I beUere, howeror, that few 
of them aie erer seen to the north of Viii^inia, and TSfy few of them 
Ofen la that State. The first plaoe I obserred this bird at, when 
on my way to theaouth, waa about twelve milea north of Wilming- 
I01I9 in Kerth Carolina. There I found the bird frtMB which the 
diawiBf of the figure in the plale was takan. This bird was only 
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irtmnAed iliglittj in the wtn^, und on \mng Cftnglti, utt^^rod * 
loiKlly T^tiemtcMl, and ino«t pit&oua note, exnctly resembling tlia 
vioknt crying of A yming child ; which teirilied my horso mo^ tm 
nearly io Uikvh cost me my life. It wm dJatrGK^ing to Itc^ur it. I 
carried it with m« in the chfttr, under coTcr, to Wilntin^n, 
In pAMing tkfough the itroeU ita nffoctin^ erios onrpriMd 
every one within honring, pnrticuWly the femnlcii, who hurried 
to tho doors ftnd windows with looks of alarm 4ind ftn%iGtjr« 
I drovo <m, and on Arriving &t the piazza of the hotel, where I 
Intended to pnt up^ the lajidlord ouno forward^ and a nttmher 
of other persons who happened to l>c there ^ all equnlljr 
alarmed at what they heard ; this was greatly inereaaod hy ntjT 
naking whether he could fuTTtijih mo with accommodationa for 
myself and my bahy. The man looked bknk, and fooliah^ 
whilo the others fttared with still greater ajitoni«hmeiit. 
Aftar diverting myself for ft mtniite or two at their eiiponeo, I 
drew my Woodpecker from irtidor the cover, and a gf^neral Imigh 
took place. I took him ap atain and locked him up in mj room^ 
while I went to tee mj hone taken care of. In lees than an hour 
I retomed, and on opening the door he let np the same distroaaing 
shout, which now appeared to proceed from grief that he had been 
discovered in his attempts at escape. He had mounted along the 
side of the window, nearly as high as the ceiling, a little bolow 
which he had begun to bn^k through. The bed was covered with 
laige pieces of plaster ; the lath was exposed for at least fifteen 
inches square, and a hole, largo enough to admit the fist, opened 
to the weather-boards ; so that in loss than another hour he would 
oertainlj have succeeded in making his waj through. I now tied 
a string round his leg, and fastening it to the table, again left him. 
I wished to preserve his life, and had gone off in search of suitable 
food for him. As I reascended the stairs, I heard him again hard 
at work, and on entering had the mortification to perceive that he 
had almost entirely ruined the mahogany table to which ho wae 
fastened, and on which he had wreaked his whole vengeanoe. 
While engaged in taking the drawing, he cut me severely in several 
places, and on the whole, displayed such a noble and Qnoonquer> 
aUe spirii thai I was lieqiiently tempted to restote him lo hk 
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iiatiTe woodi. He lived with me nearij three daje, bat refuted all 
■Qiteiuuioey and I witaeaaed hia death with regret. 

Here, then, ia a whole apeciea, I may aay, genua, of birda, 
which PtoTidenoe aeema to have formed for the protection of our 
fruit and foreat trnea, from the raTagea of vermin ; which every 
day deatroy milliona of thoae noxiona inaeota that would otherwiae 
bhiat the hopea of the hoabandman ; and which even promote the 
fertility of the tree ; and, in return, are proacribed by thoae who 
ought to have been their protector, and indtementa and rewarda 
Md oat for their deatmction I Let na examine better into, the 
operataoa of Naiare, and many of oar miataken opiniona and 
groandleaa piejadioea will be alMndoned for more joil, enlaiiced, 
Mid hwnaiie modea of thinking. [Vol I., p. 1S7.] 



ES8A7 XT. 

or THB MORLBO OWL. 



On contemplating the grave and antiqnatod figure of thia night- 
wanderer, ao doatitnte of every thing like gracefolneaa of ahape, I 
can acarcely refrain from amiUng at the conceit^ of the Indiorona 
^ipearance thia bird moat have made, had Natore beatowed on 
it the poweraof aong, and given it the faonlty of warbling oat 
aprightly aire while robed in auch a aolemn exterior. Bat the great 
God of Natare hath, in Hia wiadom, aaaigned to thia daaa of birda 
n mora anaodal, and leaa noble, tho, perhapa, not leaa aaef al dia- 
poaitiim, by aaaimilating them, not only in form of countenance, 
bat in voice, mannora, and ^petite, to aome particular beaata of 
pr^; aeduding them from the enjoyment of the gay aunahine of 
day, and giving them little more than the few aolitary houra of 
mcming and evening twilight to procure their food and paraue 
their amoura ; while all the tunefol tribea, a few excepted, are 
wnpi In ailenoe and repoee. That their true character, however, 
ahonld net be concealed fiwmi thoee weaker animala on whom Jh&y 
ited (lor heaven abhon deeeUand IqrpoeriifyX He hi 
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leir eotmientmoe with rtrong traiU of theif li^nr^Drer, the Cat ; 

^d bmU in thifl resp^acl ftre^ ^rhapi^ bolter pH^siogoombU Uuui 

en. 

T(io Oirl now before «i ii ehiefly *natw of ibe notthem ivgioiu, 
irriTing h<>re^ with AOTeral otbera> about the commoncemeni ol 
^Id woallier ; frcqti«ntliig the uplands and mountaiDOtiA dutricta, 
a preference to tho lower porta of %h^ eonntrj ; and feeding cm 
lAice^ small birda^ b&Qtlcs, and oriokets^ It ia rather a scarce 
apeeies in Fennflylvania ; fliea usually in the early part of niglit 
Mid tn<yrning ; and is sometimes observed sitting on the fences 
dnring day, when it is easily caught ; its Tision at that Ume b«ing 
very imperfect. 

The bird represented in the plate wai taken in tbia aitaatioo, 
and presented to mo by a friend. I kept it in tbe room beaide me 
for some time ; during which its usual position was aach aa I haT« 
eiren it, Ita eyelids were cither half sliut, or slowly and altemafe- 
Ij opening and sliutlinfr^ as if fluJToring from the glare of the day ; 
but no ■Doner was the stin iei| than its whole appearmnoe became 
liTely and animated ; its fall and globular eyes shone like those 
of a cat ; and it often lowered its head, in the manner of a cock 
when preparing to fight, moTing it from side to side, and also 
▼ertically, as if reconnoitering you with great sharpness. In flying 
through the room it shifted from place to place with the silence of 
a spirit (if I may be allowed tho expression), the plumage of ita 
wings being so extremely fine and soft as to occasion little or no 
friction with the air : a wise proyision of Nature, bestowed on the 
whole genus, to enable them, without giving alarm, to seize their 
prey in the night. For an hour or two in the evening, and about 
break of day, it flew about with great activity. When angiy, it 
■napped its bill repeatedly with violence, and so loud as to be 
heard in the adjoining room, swelling out its eyes to their full 
dimensions, and lowering its head as before described. It swallowed 
* its food hastily, in large mouthfuls ; and never was observed to 
drink. Of the eggs and nest of this spedes I am unable to speak. 
The Mottled Owl is ten inchee long and twenty-two in extent ; 
the upper part of the head, the back, ean and lesser wing-coverts, 
•M dark brown, atreaked and variegated with Uaok, pak brown. 
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and Mb ; wings lighter, iho grottter ooverU and primarios ipotted 
with white ; tail short, oTon, and mottled with black, pale brown, 
and whitish, on a dark brown ground ; its lower side grey ; horns 
(as thej are osaally called) very prominent, each composed of ten 
feathers, increasing in length from the front backwards, and light- 
est on the inside; face whitish, marked with small touches of 
dusky, and bounded on each side with a circlet of black ; breasi 
and belly white, beautifully variegated with ragged streaks of black, 
and small transrerse touches of brown ; legs feathered nearly to the 
daws, with a kind of hairy brown, of a pale brown color ; Tent and 
under tail ooverts white, the latter slightly marked with brown ; 
iris of the eye a brilliant golden yellow ; bill and claws bluish horn 
oolor. 

This was a female. Hie male is considerably leas in sise ; the 
general colors darker ; and the white on the wing ooverts not so 
obsenrable.' 

Hollow trees, either in the woods or oichard, or dose treigreens 
in retired situations, are the usual roosting places of this and most 
of our other spedes. These retreats, howerer, are frequently 
disoorered by the Nuthatch, Titmouse, or Blue Jay, who instantly 
raise the alarm ; a promiscuous group of feathered neighbors soon 
coUeet round the spot, like crowds in the streets of a large dty 
when a thief or murderer is detected ; and by their insults and to- 
dfermtion oblige the reduse to seek for another lodging elsewhere. 
This may account for the circumstance of sometimes finding them 
abroad during the day, on fences and other exposed eitnatioiia. 
[Fol UI., pp. 17-19.] 



E8SAT XVL 

or THB BOBIV. 



/ 



. • . Hm Robin bone of our earliest Boiigsien;«TeB in Maroh, 
while snow yet dapples the fields, and flocks of them are diqwrsed 
•bonl^ soaM few will moonl m post or slake d the Uma^, uid i 




r Mil at ^ v«t«, tlM prdadtt to tb« ftw4 1 

IM, ^am l» mmf e^tisn p oit^ed of far Mfvii 
mmtk ^mtm wialj'. Eysei liia nea k baU not 
m^taathafm Utfa tliftt of ioni« othen ; ttad wyk tl 
|kl«ii<l«niif ■. JAf '■ or ft €*t Bird'*, ft gv&ftrtl Mali 
pwiftli «p ite 4iaoovttt7 of a Itobin'a. WM 
■OiMI litUft of thi* 'rTifT^tif^n t^» »h** ™"*1i Vn'iwn ^ 
liihed ehftrftct«r of his namesake in Britain, by a ! 
of idftftft, I will not pretend to determine. He p< 
deal of hia inaTitj of manners ; and almost always i 
hii joong IB Sommer, and sabsisience for himself 
of Winter, near the habitations of man. [VoL J., 



ESSAY XVIL 

or TBI BLUl BIRD. 



... As the Blue Bird is so regularly seen in n 
continuance of a few days of mild and open weath 
rise to rarious conjectures as to the place of his rein 
posing it to be in close sheltered thickets, lying to ti 
the neighbourhood of the sea, where the air is supp< 
tftmperfttft, and where the matters thrown up by thi 
him with a ooBftaat tod plentiful lupplj of food« 
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him to the dark reoeiiei of hollow treei, and rahiernuieoat 
OATerni, where they tappoee he dozes away the winter, making, 
like Bobinaon Cniioe, occasional reoonnoitering ezcnrsions from his 
castle, whenever the weather happens to be faTourable. Bnt, 
amidst the snows and severities of winter, I have sought for him 
in rain in the most favoorable sheltered situations of the Middle 
States, and not onlj in the neighbourhood of the sea, but on both 
sides of the mountains.* I have never, indeed, explored the 
depths of caverns in search of him, because I would as soon expect 
to meet with tulips and bntterfiies there, as Blue Birds ; but, 
among hundreds of woodmen, who have cut down trees of all sorts, 
and at all seasons, I have never heard one instance of these birds 
being found so immured in winter ; while, in the whole of the 
Middle and Eastern States, the same general observation seems to 
prevail that the Blue Bird always makes his appearance in winter 
after a few days of mild and open weather. On the other hand, I 
have myself found them numerous in the woods of North and South 
Carolina, in the depth of winter, and I have also been assured by 
different gentlemen of respectability, who have resided In the 
klands of Jamaica, Cuba, and the Bahamas and Bermudas, that 
this very bird Is common there in winter. We also find from the 
worin of Hemandei Piso, and others, that it is well known in 
Mexico, Ouiana, and Brazil; and, if so, the place of its winter 
retreat is easQy ascertained, without having reconiee to all the 
trampeiy of holes and caverns, torpidity, hybemation, and mieh 
fidkalooi impcobabilitiei. [Vol I., pp. 6M^.] 



ESSAY XYIU. 

OF THB nVVT-OlO W Jl MD WUir, 

• • • This Uttle bird visits us early in the Spring, firom the aoiith, 
and is generally fint found among the maple blossoms, about the 
Iw^ginnlng of i^riL Iheee failing, it has recourse to thoee of the 

•ISpnksCOMi 





uijd p«ft} J for 
la Ow oLkldb of ( 

ekto witib iJli ^■wMit vpcctM of titACMM 
0« pvtkalulj amncrovft I 
«l KotimIw^ tn eircii 
^Mf^ JvM it te ipffa toei, Ibfll, •! tbftt M« 
viih fPMi »mtei of MuO bUek'wing^ tewi 

ti^mmh wmtm «C Idmif awa^ Urn liwol . 

ll tta iV«^M { te Ifaaj fcppc^r to bfiiy, io aetil^ 
Im^ m to «»y nB» MttchiDg iboul tho Mime twig^ 
e««if«iiicM liAV» baea that down bvnd^ Uienu 
TtmMAMj M in aaimnn, which m*7 be owing to 
ber of joang and inexperienced birdi which are ill 
and frequently, at thia season, I haTe stood nnder 
iem, to obeerre thero, while thej gleaned among 1 
■ometimet within a foot or two of my head. Thi 
adroit in catching their prey ; have only at timet 
Tiait the tope of the tallest trees, as well as thi 
and continue generally for a considerable time am 
of the same tree, darting about from place to place ; 
on the top of a high maple, no bigger than humbl 
The Ruby-crowned Wren is four inches long, ai 
the upper parts of the head, neck, and back, are c 
olire, with a considerable tinge of yellow ; wing 
poxplish brown, exteriorly edged with yellow olii 
and first row of wing-coTerts, edged and tipt wit! 
■pot of deep purplish brown across the second 
their ooverts ; the hind head is ornamented with i 
■pot of Tennillion, usually almost hid by the 
round the eye, a ring of yellowiah white ; whole 
tha aame tint ; lagi, dirk brown ; feet and ckn 
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■lender^ ttnighty not notched, fnmiilied with m few Uaek haln a 
the bete ; innde of the moath, onnge. The female diffcn rw] 
little m ite plumage from the male, the oolooxt being lets liTelj 
and the bird ■omewhat leit. Notwithstanding my ntmoet endea 
▼onn, I hare neTer been able to diaooTer the neet ; thoagh, fron 
the circnmatanoe of having found them eometimee here in Sommer 
I am penoaded thai they ocoaaionallj breed in Penniylvania ; bni 
I know MTeral birda, no laiger than thia, that nraally boild oi 
the extremitiet of the tallest treee in the wooda ; which I hari 
diecorered from their beginning before the learet are out ; manj 
otheriy no doubt, chooee similar situations; and, should thej 
delay building until the woods are thickened with leaTSS, it is nc 
ea^ matter to disoorer them. In Fall, they are so extremely fat, 
as almost to dissdlTe between the fingers as you open them, owin| 
to the great abundance of their farourtte insects at that time. [Vol 
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OP THB nmioo sun. 



• • • Notwithstanding the beauty of his plumage, the Tiradty 
with which he sings, and the ease with which he can be reared and 
kept, the Indigo Bird is seldom seen domesticated. The few I 
hare met with were taken in trap csges ; and such of any species 
rarely sing equal to those which have been reared by hand from 
the nest. There is one singularity which, as it cannot be well re« 
p re se nted in the figure, may be mentioned here, Tis., that in some 
certain lights, his plumage appears of a rich sky blue, and in others 
of a yvhd Tsidegris green ; so that the same bird, in passing from 
one place to another before your ^yes, seems to undago a total 
change of odor. When the angle of incidence of the rays of lights 
reflected from his plumage, is acute, the color is grssn, when 
obtuse, blue. Such, I think, I have obserred to be unif orn^y the 
ease, without being optician enough to explain why it is so. 
Tirom this, howerer, must be exeepted the ootor of the head, 
wUeh,bei^ofa?«iydeepbliM^isBot iJMdl bj » dmafe d 





M «li mrmwA fmn^ af Ur tkijr had liwu iiJ I 

HilitiM to fsmMMciil lujR, f*w p«of 4* in tfa 
Oil 1Nf4^ On tfctf fvif^inurj, H ^ gm«nJly (1 
An«l th« bojri of ih« United RUtei enierUin 
and Of mUm pi im this bird, iU nest and jonn{ 
do ff>rUi« Yellow-hAmmor, and iU nett, eggi 
at a U>m toaccfmnt for this cruel prejudice. 
U ii •nUrtAine<ly can acarcol/ tell yoa why ; 
hirdi '," aa aome pcmons tell jou thoj hate F 
Dutchmen, Ac^c.; oxproMiona that heipoak the 
underitandiii^, and want of lilxiralit/. Yet, i 
in my own mind all the probable causei, I th 
on aoino of thorn ; the principal of which sooi 
tain aimilarity of taato, and claahing of intei 
Dird and the farmer. The Cat Bird ia fond 
BtrawberrioN ; ao ia the farmer, for the good 
markot. The Oat Bird loToa the beat and ri 
■o doei the farmer, for they are aometimoa tl 
hia early fruit The Oat Bird haa a partiod 
flnoai ripe mellow poan ; and theae are also 
with the farmer. But the Oat Bird haa freq^ 
of the fanntrp by maiohiDg off th« fint-fni 
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produetioBS ; and the fanner Uket reTenge, l^thooiing him down 
with hii gnn, m ha finda old haU, windmilla, and acarecrowai aro 
no impediment in hii waj to these forbidden fniita ; and nothing 
hot thii r e ao a rce- t he nfftmohnn of fannera as well aa kings --can 
reatrain hia Tiaita. The boja are now aet to watch the cherry treea 
• with the gnn ; and thna oommencea a train of prejudioea and auti- 
pathiea, that commonly oontinne thro* life. Perhmpe too, the com- 
mon note of the Oat Bird, ao like the mewing of the animal whoae 
name it beara, and who itaelf anataina no small ahare of prejndioey 
the homelineaa of hia plumage, and eren hia familiarity, so prorer- 
bially known to beget contempt, may also contrilmte to this meant 
illiberal, and. persecnting prejudice ; bat, with the generona iand 
the good, the loTers of Natora and of mral channa, the emifidence 
whiflli thia familiar bird plaoea in man by boilding in his garden, 
under hia eye, the mnsio of his song, andtiieinteraatingplayfalneaa 
of hia manneiB, will always be more than a recompenae for all the 
mtlaalolanniofaelaheanatchea. [Vol II., pp. 93^] 
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or THB B4Bir SWALLOW. 



There are bnt few persons in the United Statea nnaoquainted 
with thia gay, innocent, and actire little bird. Indeed the whole 
tribe are ao distingnidied from the rest of small birds by their 
aweeping rapidity of flight, their pecnliar aerial erolntiona of 
wing over our fields and riTera, and throagh our very atraeta, from 
morning to night, that the l^t of heaTen itaelf, the sky, the 
trees, or any other common objecta of Nature, are not better 
Imown than the Swallowa. We welcome their firat appearanoe 
with delight, as the faithfol harbingera and oompaniona of flowery 
Spring and mddy Summer ; and when, after a long, froet-bonnd, 
and bcisterona Winter, we hear it aanouioed thai ^'TheswaUowa 
are coaM," what a train d charming ideaa are aaaoeiatad with tha 
ibiple tidii«i I ^ 
. Ika wendttfol aolifiliy displayed bar thaaa bMa lofwi s alrikiai 
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«■» l^ftM of liflW| PHI Of« 

lis SirftUov, IM ft pencMi tft] 

Mm I lit hi« oyo on a parUcnk 

■ ilrialtona ItbTriBlJi*— Its i 

mHumted ilf f «imirtkot, 

ll^ kofili «l tli« t«riotii Uii«i 

%ta^« ^^ ibteidi^n ih* tuk in dMpair. Y* 

i*9i lA Kii uiuftl V2J &I tht »« 
viMiili, fW»m the muif oxpetimaiils I 
%» W vilto like truth ; ui^ ^i^^i be k to m 
^ I fttitl furlhot-, UiAt thift metiTt Ufi 
I (MH^ of WIT Mnftlt birdi boing known 
IR 1 ckila of domoilkation), ih« Mciotml 
^ llww litiitdtvil ftntl ■txtj-firo da^ to « jru 
hundrdd ftiid ntnetf Uicmiuul 
liiBM lh« cif^umfemnoQ of the gl 
if I DiAf ao «poalc, «h{> iti A f« 
f«i fam iMn ib« bcrden of tbe Ardio regioii 
k Il»li4t ^htm W&nUr approachiae, to deao«n 
yM% t^VViai Mid mill ponib, to bury ]t*e]f k 
ilMi miffing lurtlM t or to trocp iDglonoiul7 
lli^ «t « Ki%l1ow tr»», ih«ro to doxe with maJt 
H|it4ll», until th« i^tiim of 8pniif i Ii no 
MMMi f4 ViMvifitt »nd AiDorioft, who hAre pobliifa 
HMi^Ki^ «in tbim iiibj««l f The Qeem^ ihm J 
lyiyl vfMl lb« Wivn wbbh ortope about crar ot 
HHi 1 «MMM«| Art til ftikoowledj^ to be tnign 
Nfloni al tht approiiob of Winter : 
Uearen hm oonferrvd iuperiof |Kn 
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■ink in torpidity At the bottom of oiir riTeriy or dose all Winter in 
the caTems of the earth. I am myself something of a traTeller, 
and foreign oonntries afford many novel sights : should I assert 
that in some of my peregrinations I had met with a nation of 
Indians, all of whom, old and young, at the commenoement of 
cold weather descend to the bottom of their lakes and rivers, and 
there remain until the breaking-up of frost ; nay, should I affirm 
that thousands of people in the neighbourhood of this city 
regularly undergo the same semi-annual submersion, — that I 
myself had fished up a whole family of these from the bottom of 
Bdinylkill, where they had lain torpid all Winter, carried them 
home, and brought them all comfortably to themselres again, — 
should I eren publish this in the learned pages of the Transactions 
ol our Philosophical Society, who would belicTe me t Is then, 
the organisation of a Swallow less delicate than that of m man t 
Oan a bird, whose rital functions are destroyed by a short priyation 
of pure air and its usual food, sustain, for six months, a situation 
where the most robust man would perish in a few hours, or 
minutes t Away with such absurdities I They are unworthy of a 
■erious refutation. I should be plessed to meet with a man who 
has been personally more conversant with birds than myself, who 
has followed them in their wide and devious routes— studied their 
various manners — ^mingled with and marked their peculiarities 
more than I have done ; yet the mirade of a resuscitated swallow, 
in the depth of Winter, from the bottom of a mill-pond, is, I con* 
fees, » phenomenon in ornithology that I have never met with. 

What better evidence have we that these fleet-winged tribes, 
instead of following the natural and acknowledged migrations of 
many other birds, lie torpid all Winter in hollow trees, caves, and 
other subterraneous recesses f That the Chimney Swallow, In the 
early part of Summer, may have been found in a hollow tree, and 
in great numbers too, is not denied ; such being, in some places d 
the country (as has been shewn in the history of that spedes), 
their actual plsess of rendesvous, oo their first arrival, and their 
coMBon rooeting-place long after ; or thai the Bank SwaUowsi 
also, eooB after their arrival, In the early part of Spring, maj be 
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I that ftPJiion, wid bo f<»und ia tbii fttftte tn their faolea, I would m 
little dia|)itio ; but ihitt ettber tbe one or the otber hm ever beea 
found, in the mtclit of Winter tn a tt^te of torpidity, I do itot, 
Cftnnot beUeve. MiiUonA of troca, of all dinioniionv^ aro ctit down 
eTory Fall ivnd Wintef in this country , where, in thdr proper 
BetUKiHf iw&llowi twArni orunnd us, Ii it therefore in tho leul 
probable that we ihould, only once or twice in an ng;^, ha^ve no 
otber oridcnco thftnone or two aolitary and very auspicioua report! 
of a Mr* Somebody li&ying mode a diBooTery of this kind I If 
eavei were their pl&cei of Winter retreat, porhapt no country 00 
earth could supply them witb a greater choice. I hare my self 
estplored many of these, in various parti of the United 5tate«, 
both in Winter and in Springs particularly in that sinfrular tract of 
country in Eontucky, called the Barrena^ where some of tbei« 
aublerraneous caverns are ae feral miles in length, lofty and capaoi- 
out, and paaa nnder a lai^o and deep river — have eonvoraed with 
the aaltpeire workot-a by wh^m they are tenanted ; but never beard 
or met with one instance of a swallow having been fonnd there in 
winter. These people treated such reports with ridicule. 

It ia to be regretted that a greater number of ezperimenta have 
not been made, by keeping live awallows through the Winter, to 
convince these believers in the torpidity of birds, of their mistake. 
That class of cold-blooded animali which are known to become 
torpid during Winter, and of which hundreda and thouaanda are 
found every season, are subject to the same when kept in a 
suitable room for experiment. How ia it with the SwaUowa in 
thia reipect? Much powerful teatimony might be produced on 
this point. The following experiments recently made 1^ Mr. 
James Pearson of liiondon, and communicated by Sir John 
Trevelyan, Bart., to Mr. Bewick, the celebrated engrarer in wood, 
will be sufficient for our present purpose^ and throw great light 
on thia part of the subject : — * 

" Five or six of theee birda were taken about the latter end of 
Auguat, -1784, in a bat fowling-net at night They were put 
separately into imall cages, and fed with nightingale's food. In 
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abooi a week or ten d*yi» they took food of themieWet. They 
were then put ell together into a deep cage, fonr feet long, with 
gravel at the bottom ; a broad shallow pan with water was placed 
in it, in which they ■ometimet washed themaeWea, and seemed 
much strengthened by it. One day, Mr. Pearson obserred that 
they went into the water with nnnsnal eagerness, horrying in and 
oat again repeatedly with such swiftneas as if they had been 
suddenly seised with a frensy. Being anxious to see the result, 
he left them to themselTes about half-an-hour, and, going to the 
cage again, found them all huddled together in a comer apparently 
dead. Hie cage was then placed at a proper distance from the 
fire, when only two of them recorered, and were as healthy as 
before, — ^the rest died. The two remaining ones were allowed to 
wash themselTes occasionally for a short time only ; but their feet 
soon after became swelled and inflamed, which Mr. Pearson attri- 
buted to their perching, and they died about Christmas. Thus, the 
first year'a experiment waa in some measure lost Not discouraged 
1^ the fidlure of this, Mr. Pearson determined to make a second 
trial the succeeding year, from a strong desire of being oouTinced 
of the truth of their going into a state of torpidity. Accordingly, 
the next season, baring tsken some more birds, he put them into 
the cage, and in every respect pursued the same methods as with . 
the last ; but, to guard their feet from the bad effects of the damp 
and cold, he covered the perches with flannel, and had the pleasure 
to observe that the birds throve extremely well ; they sung their 
song during the ^/Hnter, and, soon after Christmas, began to moult, 
which they got through without any difficulty, and lived three or 
four years, regularly moulting every year at the usual time. On f 
the renewal of their feathers, it iippmrtd that their tails were 
f oriied exactly the same as in those birds which return hither in 
the Spring, and in every respect their appearaaoe was the same, 
llieee birds, says Mr. Peanoa, were exhibited to the Society for 
prooiotiiig Natursl History, oo the 14th dqr of February, 1786, 
at the time th^ were in a deep moult, during a severs iroet, when 
the snow was en the grouiid. Minutes of this cirouaistiBoes were 
enlend in the books of the society. Theee birds died at last from 
, d«rii« a k»f iUaesi whieli Mr. PtaTMNi hdl ; tiMy died 
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n* Bvn Hvftilmr uTiT^ in thii part of P«i 
aoutii on Uie ImI fr«ek in MAreh^ or th© fint 
pdUMCs on to tho north as far, at least, ai the r 
On the ea«t side of the g^cat range of the AUeg 
dispersed very generally over the country, i 
habitations, even to the summit of high m< 
account of the greater coldness of luch sitnati* 
week or two later in making their appearance ti 
of May, being on a shooting expedition on ' 
mountain, Northampton, when the ice on that 
ccfwive mornings was more than a quarter c 
observed, with surprise, a pair of these Swalloi 
up their abode on a miserable cabin there, 
sunrise, the ground white with hoar frost, and 
tering on the roof by the side of his mate with 
The man of tho house told me that a single pai 
season, and built their nest on a projecting bea 
about six or seven feet from the ground. At \ 
mountain, in a large bam belonging to the taT< 
upwards of twenty nests, all seemingly occupic 
they ar« nerer met with ; but, as yoa approMl 
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ctldi the 9j9f eniting their gftmbole in the air. Sceroely e bern, 
to which theie birds can find Bcoeea, ii without them ; and, aa 
pablic feeling ia nniversally in their favoar, they are aoldom or 
nerer diatorbed. The proprietor of the bam laat mentionedi a 
German, assured me, that if a man permitted the Swallows to be 
shot, his cows would give bloody milk, and also that no bam where 
Bwallowa frequented would ever bo struck with lightning ; and I 
nodded assent When the tenets of superstition " loan to the side 
of humanity," one can readily respect them. On the west side of 
the Alleghany these birds become more rare. In trarelling 
through the States of Kentucky and Tennesee, from Lexington to 
the Tennesee river, in the months of April and May, I did not see 
a single indiridual of this species ; though the Purple Martin, and, 
in some places, the Bank Swallow, were numerous. 

Early in May they begin to build. From the siae and stracture 
of the nest, it is nearly a week before it is completely finished. One 
of these nests, taken on the 21st of June from the rafter to which it 
waa closely attached, is now lying before me. It is in the form of an 
inTerted oone, with a perpendicular section cut off on that side 
1^ which it adhered into the wood. At the top it has an exten* 
■ion of the edge, or offset, for the male or female to sit on occa- 
sionally, as appeared by the dung ; the upper diameter waa about 
six indies by fire, the height externally seven inches. This shell 
k formed of inud, mixed with fine hay, as plaisterers do their 
mortar with hair, to make it adhere the better ; the mud seems 
to have been placed in regular strata, or layers, from side to side; 
the hollow of this cone (the shell of whidi is about an inch in 
thickness) is filled with fine hay, well stuffed in ; above that is 
laid a handful of very large downy geese feathers ; the eggs are 
five, white, specked, and spotted all over with reddish brown. 
Owing to the semi-transparency of the shell, the eggs have a slight 
tinge of flesh color. The whole weighs abont two ponnds. 

They have generally two brood in the i eaeo n . The first make 
their appearanoe abont the seoond week of Jane ; and the last 
hiood leave the neetabont the 10th of Angnst Though it is not 
■ n e o a m o it for twenty, and even thirty, pair to boild ia the same 
ban, yet evwy thing eeema to be eoadttoted with gieal ctder aad 
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each wem itiftt of rU. SeYeml neits are often witliJn a f<sw itiohea 
of eAoli othtJT ; yet no appo&r^moe of db^xird or 4|UUTelUng take* 

I pin CO in thii pooocful ftud &SecLion&t« comLnunttf. 
N^lien tho joung a.r« fit to teaTe the ne«i» the old ones entice thom 
out bj fiuttoring b&ckwardi and forwards, twittering and ciklling to 
them mery time they piun ; and the youn^ eiorcifto t)iemeelre% 
for ievcml dvij^f io khort eaaajs of tKk kind, within doorsj bofora 
ihcjr fint venture abroad. As ioon «m th«y leava t)i« bam, ib«j 
arc conducted by their porenta to the trees, or bu^heSj by the potid, 
creckf or rivor ihore, or other suitable aittiation, where their 
proper food ia moat abundant^ and where they c^n be fod with tbe 
greateat oonrenienoe to both portiea. Now and then they take m 
* abort excursion themaelTes^ and are aIso frequently fed while on 
winif by on almoat inBtanlaneoiii motion of both parties, rlaing 
porpondieularly in air, and meisting each other. About the nuddle 
of Aug«it tboy ioem to begin to prepare for their dopartupo, 
lliey assemble on the roof in great nnmbersy dressing and uimng- 
ing their plumage, and making ocoasional essays, twittering witli 
great cheerfulness. Their song is a kind of sprightly warble, 
sometimes continued for a considerable time. From this period 
to the 8th of September, they are seen near the Schuylkill and 
Delaware, every afternoon for two or three hours before sunset^ 
passing along to the south in great numbers, feeding as, they skim 
along. I have counted several hundreds pass within sight in leas 
than a quarter of an hour, all directing their course towards the 
south. The reeds are now their regular roosting-plaoes ; and, 
about the middle of September, there is scarcely an individual of 
them to be seen. How far south they continue their route ia un- 
certain ; none of them remain in the United Statoa. Mr. Bartran 
informs me that, during his residence in Florida, he often saw 
vast flocks of this and our other Swallows, passing from the penin* 
sula towards the south in September and October ; and also on 
their return to the north about the middle of March. It ia higfalj 
probable that, were the countries to the south of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and as far south as the great river Maranon, visited and 
explored by a competent Natoxalisty these legioni would be fonad 
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to be the winter rendesroni of the Tery bircU now before us, end 
moet of our other migratory tribee. 

In a email Tolume which I have lately met with, entitled, '' An 
Aooonnt of the British Settlement of Hondoras,'* by Captain 
Qeoxge Henderson, of the 5th West India regiment, published in 
London in 1800, the writer, in treating of that part of its natural 
history which relates to birds, gives the following particulars : — 
''Myriads of swallows,*' says he, ''are also the occasional inhabi- 
tants of Honduras. The time of their residence is generally con- 
fined to the period of the rains, [that is from October to Febru- 
ary] after which, they totally disappear. There is something 
remarkably curious and deserring of notice in the ascent of these 
birds. As soon as the dawn appears they quit their place of rest, 
which ia usually chosen amid the rushes of some watery saranna ; 
and inrariably rise to a certain height, in a oompaot spiral form, 
and which at a distance often occasions them to be taken for an 
immense column of smoke. This attained, they are then seen 
aeparately to disperse in search of food, the occupation of their 
day. To those who may hare had the opportunity of obeeiring 
the phenomenon of a water-spout, the similarity of evolution, in the 
ascent of these birds, will be thought surprisingly striking. The 
deecent, which regulariy takes place at sunset, is conducted much in 
the same way, but with inoonceiTable rapidity. And the noise which 
accompanies this can only be compared to the falling of an immjm^ 
torrent, or the rushing of a Tiolent gust of wind. Indeed, to an 
obeerver, it seems wonderful that thousands of these birdi are not 
de stro y e d, in being thus propelled to the earth with such ixreeia- 
tible fofoe."* 

How deroutly it is to be wished thai the natural history of these 
rsgioos were more precisely known. So absolutely neceeeary as it 
is to the perfect understanding of this department of our own 1 

The Bam Swallow is seren inches long, and thirteen inohes in 
extent ; bill, blade ; upper part of the head, neck, rump, and tail- 
eoverta, steel-Uiie, which descends rounding on the breast { front 
and ehh^ deep ehsetmit ; belly , Tent, and linti« of the wii«, lig)it 
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Sittf --Among all the variety of iiitereititig piooei with wbidi ftm 
WQckly entertain your r^A^erfl, none ple&»a me more than tKoae an* 
«cdotc^ thai rolMe to orij^lnatitj of thftrncter in particular in- 
diTidualft ; «nd I am aomewbat miipriaed th&t jour philoaoplucil 
coTTOapondenta hnvti not favoured ub with more frequent aceonnts 
of these nnoommon penonai^et than they have done. Ton haT« 
joanelf acknowledged that one great design of yonr work k to 
bring to light men of genius, or, in other words, persona who 
might otherwise hare languished in obscurity, whose superior 
talents and studious researches enable them to be important mem- 
bers of society, and highly beneficial to their fellow ore«torea. 
But in what manner shall those proceed, who, though possessing 
much real genius and valuable knowledge, are either unwilling, or, 
being destitute of literary abilities, are unable to present themselTea 
or their disooYeries to the world through your paper. They mnst 
still remain in obscurity if no assisting hand interferes ; and except 
for the remembrance of a few friends, the world may never know 
that such persons ever existed. Give me leave, therefon, for 
once, to act the part of introducer, and present yon with a ahori 
account of an original still in life. 

On the side of a large mountain, abont ten miles west from this 
place, in a little hut of his own rearing, which has known no other, 
possessor these fifty years, lives this strange and very ■8«|pii^ 
person. Though his general usefulness and oommnnioative dia- 
poattion rtqnires him often to assoeiate with the •aiTOandli^ 
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mttioi, jtif htmng neyer had an inoUnation to iraTel farther than 
to the neighbouring Tillage, and being totally nnaoqoainted with 
the world, hia mannen, converaation, and dren, are strikingly 
Botaoeable. A little plot of ground that extendi round hit cot- 
tage ia the narrow aphere to whioh he confines himaelf ; and in thia 
wild retreat he appears to a stranger as one of the eariy inhabitants 
of the earth, ere polished by frequent intercourse, or united in 
society. In his youth, being depri? ed of the means of education, 
and till this hour a stranger to reading, the most valuable treasures 
of time are utteriy unknown to him, so that what knowledge he 
has acquired seems to be from the joint exertions of Tigoroos 
powers and an unwearied course of experiments. 

It is impossible, in the limited bounds'of this paper, to gire the 
particulars of all the variety of professions in which he engages, 
and in which he is allowed by the whole inhabitants around him 
toexceL His genius seems universal; and he is at once by nature, 
botanist, philosopher, naturalist and physician. 

Tlie place where he resides seems indeed peculiariy calculated 
for astisting him in these fsTonrite pursuits. WiUiin a stone's 
throw of his hut, a deep enormous chasm extends itself up the 
mountain ior more than four miles, through the bottom of which 
a large body of water rages in loud and successive falls through 
the fractured channel, while its stupendous Sides, studded with 
rocks, are overiiung with bushes and tr eea, thai meeting from 
opposite sides, and mixing their branches, entirely conceal, at 
times, the river from view ; so thai when a spectator stands above 
he sees nothing but a luxuriance of green branches and tops of 
trees, and hears at a dreadful distance below the brawling of the 
river. In this vale, or glen, innumerable rare and valuable herbs 
are discovered ; and in the harvest montha this is his continual 
leeori. He explores it with most unwearied aiieniioB, climbs 
•veiy diff, even the most threatening, and from the perf^exing 
profusion of plants, coUeota those herfaaof whose qualities and 
.value he ia well acquainted. For this purpose he has a large baskei 
with a variety ol divisioiia, in which he deposiis •very psrtionlar 
speeisabyitBeli With this he is often seso hOMwriDic hone io bk 
]|«i| wh&n il^y ara iwspsoded in large aad wtmmooM paimb fr«iA 
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tba roof, vhiltt Hit lage himMlf uts amillxig atnidsi liu umplt 

In cultivatiirg hii Uttfe plot tA ground^ he prooeedi likowiie by 
tuetbodii oniijrel^r new to his aeighboun. 0« bu exumin^, by 
numborloig Aimngo QxpflrimenU, the nature of the Boil^ w»tchea 
every pragreaeiTe advance of the gTAin^ and «o well k be prorided 
for its defence agAinst vermin^ th&t tliey vte no Bi^oner aeen tium 
destroyed* By theae meaiui ho hu greatly enrichod the eoi], 
iffbich WAS by natare Wrren and tingenerQU«, while hit ero^ 
nearly donhlci that of hia nefghhoun^ iha more Buperatitioas of 
whom, from hU lonely 11 fe, and aucceu in thoso affaire, eeniple 
not to believe him in league with the devil. 

As a mechanic^ be ia confined to no particular branch. He 
lirea by hiinnelff and «eeme inclined to be dependent on nane> 
He ia hifl own shoemaker, cutler, and tailor; builds his own bamaf 
and raiaes hia own f encea ; threshes hji own oom, and, with ^erj 
little asaistancej cuts it down* From hia infancy ha haa enjoyed 
an uninterrupted flow of health, but there U acarce a netghhonring 
peasant around na who haa not, when wounded hy aoddeiiii or 
confined by aickneas, experienced the aalutary efiecta of hia skilL 
. In these cases his presence of mind is surprisinff , his appUcationt 
simple, his medicines within the reach of any cottager, and in 
effecting a cure, he is seldom unsucoessfuL Nor is his aaaiatance 
in physic and surgery confined to the human species alone. 
Domestic and useful animals of every kind profit by his researchea. 
He has been known frequently to cure horses, cows, sheep^ Ac, 
hy infusing certain herbs among warm water, and giving them to 
drink. In short, so fully persuaded are the rustics of hia know- 
ledge, in the cauaes and cure of disorders, to which their cattle 
are aubject, that in every critical or alarming caae he is immedi- 
ately consulted and hia prescriptions observed with the moat pre- 
cise exactness. I should arrogate too much to my own praiae 
to aay that I waa the first who took any particular notice of thin 
•olUairt. He is known to many ingenioua gentlemen in that 
place of the country, and has been often the subject of their oon- 
versation and wonder. Nor has the honourable gentleman wkoee 
tenant he ia, fuffored this ruatio original to pass nnnotieed or 
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nnbefrittndad ; Imt with hii agmd generont j, and a Ioto to man- 
Idndy that dignifies all hia actions, haa from time to time 
tianamittod to him parcels of new and useful plants, roots, seeds, 
ACf while the other shows himself worthy of such boanty, by a 
yearly specimen of their prodacts, and a relation of the manner in 
which he treated them. 

About six months ago I went to pay him a yisit, along with an 
intimate friend, no loss romarkablo for a natural curiosity. — On 
arriring at his little hut, we found, to our no small disappoint- 
ment^ that he was from home. As my friend, however, had never 
been in that part of the country before, I conducted him to the 
glen, to take a view of some of the beautifully romantic scenes 
and wild prospects that this place affords. We had not proceeded 
far along the bottom of the vale, when, hearing a rustling among 
the branches above our heads, I discovered our hoary botanirt, 
with his basket, passing along the brow of a rock, that hung al- 
most over the centre of the stream. Having pointed him out to 
my companion, we were at a loss for some time how to bring about 
a conversation with him ; having however, a flute in my pocket, of 
which music he is exceedingly fond, I began a few airs, which by 
the sweetness of the echoes, was heightened into the most enchant- 
ing melody. In a few minutes this had its desired effect ; and our 
little old man atood beside us, with his basket in his hand. On 
■topping at his approach, he desired us to proceed, complimented 
ns on the sweetness of our music, expressed the surprise he was in 
on hearing it; and leaning hia basket on aa old trank, listened 
with all the enthusiasm of rapture. He then, at our request, 
presented us with a sight of the herbs he had been collecting, en- 
tertained OS with a narrative of the discoveries he had made in 
hia frequent seaiehes through the vale, " which,** said he, *'eon- 
taina treasures that few know the value of.** 

Seeing us pleased with this disoourse, he launched forth into a 
more particular account of the vegetables, reptiles, wild beasts, and 
taseota that frequented the place, and with much judgment ex- 
plained their vanons properties. " Were it not ** aayi he, '' for 
the iamuMffable miiUons of insects, that in the summer months 
is the MTi I believe dead earoasses and other pntrid tub- 
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QBNTLESOifp — The itibjeei to which I meim to call your AtUntaoo 
on thia diitinguish^ cKScaabn, U the rowi& aki» valui or 
VATioiitAL LiBRRTY J i. iubjcct of all oUioT oajliilj concern ■ tho mort 
intareetiDg to men ; bat particiilarly lo to freemen. It is indeed 
with the deepoet oomdoameee of my utter inebility to do jnikiee 
to to noble a theme, that I Tentore to addren yon on thia aoqii* 
douB day; but trusting with all my defidenoea, to the indnlgenoe 
of thia numerous and reapeotaVle assembly, many of whom I know 
have hazarded their lives in defence of liberty, and all of whom I 
trust glory in this inestimable inheritance, I aolioit for myaelf year 
kind and patient attention. 

There im not, perhaps, in the whole English language, « mocw 
expressive tevm than the word liber^. The very sound eornns to 
inspire with ardour, and to rouse the heart to energy. Among 
the ancient Romans it was a sacred and soul-inspiring name, that 
animated their legions to battle, and resounded in times of paaotp 
through that immense Republic, in songs of triumph. During 
your late arduous, but triumphant struggle for independenooy in 
this western world, with a powerful and inveterate antagonist; « 
kingdom of soldiers and seamen, provided with every nentaiiy, 
and every implement of destruction in abundance, against an in- 
fant colony of hrmtn and woodsmen, without fleeta, witlMmt 
armiesy nnpraotiaed in the bloody arts of war and dispenad orw 
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an immeDM oonntxy ; it wm thif inspiring name, liberty, that col- 
lected from eToy direction your galliuit youthi, that created arms, 
heroea, and armieiy that bore yon on through ereiy danger and 
efeiy difficolty, to Tictory and glory, and drore yonr enemies be- 
fore yon back to the ocean, as the gloomy douds of the east roll 
back before the irresistible fury of the roaring north-west. It was 
this iUustrioos name, and your glorious example, that ronsed, as 
if by electricity, a great, but deeply oppressed nation, of twenty- 
fiTC miUions of people, to burst the chains and riTctted shackles 
of despotism as in a moment, and to hurl back the accumulated 
▼engeance of ages of sufferings on the heads of their oTerwhelmed 
oppressors. It was this that dem<^idied the gloomy dungeons of 
the Bastile— that dethroned and devoted to punbhment, a once 
powerful monarch, and has rendered the French nation not only 
mTindble, but Tictorious oyer the whole combined arms of 
Burope. 

How astonishing that one word should produce such extra- 
ordinary effects; and more astonishing still, if, as some persons 
assert, this thing liberty be nothing more than a name— an ideal 
Bottoo, that exists but in imagination. Amaiing, indeed, that 
a mere name— an ideal notion— should inspire millions of men to 
■oom ereiy danger, to face death in its most terrible forms, and 
« gkxiy, with their expiring breath, in their cause I No, gentlmen, 
the heroes of America, thank Heaven ! hare demonstrated to the 
worid that liberty is something more than a name--eomething 
more than a notion;— that it is a blessed and substantial reality, 
the great strength and hn^piness of nations, and the nnif ersal and 
best friend ol man. . 

In order to give y«Mi a concise and comprehensiTe definition 
of true liberty, it will be necessary for me, in the first pboe, to 
observe, that there have been people in the worid weak or widced 
enoogh to believe that liberty was the right and privilege of doin^ 
just whatever they pleased. This, so far from being liberty, is 
the most complete tyranqyt and would if adopted, introduce 
nni vewal anarohy, and the total subvenioB ol all society. Hie 
■InMf wovld o fecpowet the weak; they, in their ton, would 
pny ^OA'Mid devow one aaothar; all iight| jostiee, md civil- 
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exercise of opinion and religious worship, 
liberty— these are the fountains from when 
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thftt ronden hmnan life desirable. Nor are thej the gifta of man 
Imt the birth-right of ereiy human being, bestowed on him by 
his great Creator. Possessed of these, arts, science, agricoltnre, 
commeroe, Tirtue, religion, and the whole resonroes of a nation 
flonrish. Deprived of them the most gloomy '/>oranoe, Tioe, 
barbarity, oppression, and bigotry, descend, in dismal darkness, 
and spread rain and desolation over a wretched country. 

To confirm and iUostrate these tmths, and to show liberty in all 
Its natiTe loveliness, we need only contrast it with the hideous 
picture of slsTeiy, which the history of almost erery region of this 
lestloss globe has exhibited to our melancholy contemplation. 

The first and most ancient account we have of national slaveiy 
is recorded in the book of Exodus, where we are told that the 
children of Israel were made to senre, with rigour, as sUves to the 
Egyptians— that they were loaded beyond their strength — ^that 
their lives were made bitter with hard bondage, in mortar and in 
brick, and that in order to prevent them from multiplying, and 
thereby becoming formidable to their oppressors, their male 
infants were most inhumanly ordered to be murdered as soon as 
bom. It is added, that they cried because of their aflUction, and 
their cries came up before God, (as the cries of the oppressed 
always will), who rescued them from slaveiy and overthrew their 
oppre ss ors. In this account, there are two things particularly 
worthy ol notice : how weak and contemptible were these Israelitea 
while under the lash of tyranny I but no sooner were they encircled 
with freedom than th^ assumed a most formitlsble appearance, 
and not only became invulnerable to their enemies, but conquered 
almost wherever they went Again, by attentively considering 
the history of this wonderful people, it would appear that the 
Supreme Being ffimself considered national slaveiy as the deepest 
state of human wretchedness, by making it His usual and most 
awful punishment for their great national offences. Aooordingly, 
we read that their whole country was ravaged by the Babylonians 
—their king carried in chains to Babylon, and themselves sold for 
boBdoMD and bondwonen, and whoever will take the trouble of 
nadingtheftthchapterol the Lamentatioos of Jeremiah, or the 
18lliofI>entsraK«y,firoai theilHh vemtothe end, will then 
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finOi «uch ft deUU of the mworie* ol lUti^ry, la eatinot ImiI of 
ftlTuctifig every goneroui he&ri with hoiror ftufl in«li^aiioa. 

SititiQ th&t |*cjriod what iitnumciir&ble wxnet of mtite iggrm^ktoi) 
erueliy Havo ■acooeded \ WhM long nod bloody tragediei oi tml 
W(i43 hJire been aciod upon the Tftat tliGAtre ol thii world J Wlwt 
immenta portiotu of ibia LftbitAbte globe b&^e b^en laid waete, 
det>opuUicd, ftud oorcrod with mini I What mtiltitudof ^ the 
humjm Fikco hare been mnrderodi with eTerj cireumiianoe of 
oroelt^, to ■atiato tbo ambiUou^ revenge, or mndnew of tyrmnnj ! 
St«Si at thin moment haw man^ of otir fdlow-croftture* in differ- 
ent quarters of the worlds aa Tirtuoot^ aa brave, as deBorrttig a* 
we are, lid groaning in hopelcaa wretch odneaa, under the tnunpling 
loot of thia monitor, denied even the poor eomfort of eompUininff. 
Tea, QftiEenSt milliona of your fellow beingi are at thii moment in 
sctiml want of breftd — aurrounUed hf aU the horron of funine, 
not the effect of unprodnotive teasona or Imd cropa, but iho eon- 
•equenco of a long, bloody, and unjnat wtir, begiin imd pertbtad 
in contrAiy to tho wiU, and m ipite of tbo wiahea^ tean, uid 
prayers of the people. 

Need I enlaigo further on this gloomy side of th« subject to 
raise in yotir souls an abhorrenoe of tyranny t Need I add to this 
black catalogue the bloody persecutions, burnings, banishments, 
and imprisonments for religion, that have disgraced eveiy oonntry 
in Europe, where men were compelled to act contraiy to their 
oonsdenoe or suffer death t Where the flames were kindled ; the 
images of saints presented, and the poor sufferer left to his ohoioe, 
to worship the one, or be thrown into the other. Where gloomy 
inquisitions were erected, and wheels, raeks, and other instm* 
ments of torture, set to work in their dismal dungeons, the bare 
recital of whose scenes would be sufficient to freeae the blood with 
horror. 

Let no man say that the dangers of a repetition of theee things 
are past. The spirit and principles that led to theee atrodtita . 
remain to this dsy, interwoven with, and incorporated into almost 
all the old governments of Europe, and will, if not thofooghlj 
reformed, burst out into such, and perhaps much more ontn^gsoiia 
peneontions, nnleas the righteous Judge tmd Gteat Boler of 1^ 



QniTerM hai already sealed their iim?enal downfall and total 
deetmction. 

FVom these dreaiy and diatressing scenes, let ns now turn to 
that glorioDS delirerer, that Ulastrioas benefactress of mankind, 
before whose angust presence tyrants expire, and all those horrors 
Tanish like the shades of night before the splendour of the rising 
■on. In this western woody world, far from the contaminating 
inflaence of the European politics, has the great temple of Liberty 
been erected. Under no government on earth is so large, so 
equal a proportion of dyil and religious freedom enjoyed by every 
individual dtixen. What are the goTemmeuts of the old world 
but huge devouring monsters, gorging their ferocious maws with 
the hard-earned morsels of the oppressed multitude, drinking up 
their tears, and sporting with their bloody sufferings ? Read their 
histories— visit their countries— converse with their most intelli- 
gent inhabitants— and the more you see, and hear, and experience, 
Uie more yon will love and venerate this great, this stupendous, 
and, as I trust, everiasting monument of the powe? and value of 
liberty, which you and your fathers have erected for the refuge, 
th« happiness, and inheritance of unborn millioni. Indeed, 
gentlemen, I cannot more strikingly illustrate the power, and 
demonstrata the value of liberty, than by giving you the outlines 
of this immense structure, and contrasting it with the fairest and 
most boasted system of governments that kings and their syco- 
phants can produce. 

Here the great body of the people, of which this respectable 
aadienoe form a part, are the fountain of all power, and their will 
the foundation on which the whole super str uc tu re of government 
is erected. By your voice it was called into existence, for your 
benefit it is alterad and improved, by your energy and talents it is 
supported and directed. Ton make, or yon unmake laws— you 
dedaie war, or yon proclaim peace. Not, indeed, in your own 
individual persons, but in the persons of your real representatives. 
Wnm the wisest and most faithful ol your feUow-cHiaatta, yon 
islsol Msn to perform the great duties of government. Their 
\ of doty over, if th^ have shown themselves worthy of yoor 
» thsjaieio-appointed; if iiot| they daeoend again into 
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and detigni vuj 1m 
Howdiffnrent this Irom thoM wretolit 
Ot ToiM of the iMopIe is toUUj dte 
vtBKMi eontempt ! Wliare two or Ih 
a Bomiiud reproaontaiiTo for ihoom 
thooiMidi have no repreMntatm al i 
thair Uttles, ouliiTaie their fieldi, i 
•▼017 loxmy, are looked down on m 
and branded with the opprobrioiM a 
tnda; where their haughty mlera i 
leRialatorSy though nature, perhapa^ 
where theie important and awful oi 
ment of which the lives and welfva < 
deeoend aa an inheritance, from fal 
wicked, or unprincipled. 

UniTonal liberty of oonaoienca, in 
eatabliflhed on the moat liberal gron 
lioTea in one Supreme Being, ia ali| 
aome alight oonaiderationa of age ai 
places of trust and honour, and maQ 
most agreeable to his conadenca. do 
of Europe, aa eatablished bj la v— will 
ohuroh in Spain, Italy, and Portugal, 
of f;oTemmeni must conform, or affi 
people are compelled to support^ at 1 
titudo of priests, monks, friars, &o,. 
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itself. The arbitniy aei of leligioas peneooftion, not long ago 
exhibited in one of theee coantriee, cannot jet be foigotteni 
where a poor man waa committed to priwn for life for refusing to 
■wear in a court of justice, though he offered to aflbrm, but waa 
afterwaida under the necessity, in order to sare a small family 
inm starring, to complj with the law, and to awear contrary to 
his conscience.* 

Another excellence of Liberty is the freedom of the press. 
Here OTeiy person entrusted wiUi power may be brought before 
the great tribunal of the people; his whole conduct, measures, 
and sentiments tried by the principles of the constitution; his 
imbecility, Tillany, or corruption, arraignod and exposed to the 
world, prorided nothing is asserted but what can be substantiated 
by facts. This, gentlemen, is a most Taluable privilege; it may 
be called the Toy ri^t arm, the grand watch-tower, the most 
formidable bastion of liberty, from whence, and by which, the 
true patriot can guard against eveiy open or insidious approach, 
and repel, with aucceas, eveiy daring attack on the libertiea of this 
country. 

These are some of the innumerable blessings of liberty, for the 
attainment and preserration of which so much blood has been 
ahed— eo maiqr dangera defied— and such prodigies of valour per- 
formed as hare astonished the world. This is the glorious object 
thai filled and animat4id the hearta of that illustrious train of 
heroes who fell on your ravished fidds and bloody fortresses, 
fighting for the liberties of their country. Heroes whom no cor- 
mpticQ could seduce, nor toil discourage, nor dangers, nor death 
itself territyl Faithful to the standard of Liberty, she has now 
snrrounded their brows with immortal honoura. Their namea will 
lif« in the hearts, and breathe with ardour from the lips of Ameri» 
eaas^ while sun and moon endureth; and future ages shall shed 
lean of trinn^;ihani joy and honest pride over the history of their 
■hievemsoAa. Thia is the charm thai haa eontinued to 
r aoflh muhitodsa fkom almost every natioii in Burope to thia 
iofli b s ity to mow abundant shflteamid a happlsr home. 

•tMlteXMilsfl 
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t poor nmi'i mUiL 
I to Hm to i 

cfaarliir, t^ 

»tbot« aaoiiur^-faifisvM k ite j 
Wng to am Ici 
Jm lb* td^vnUgd of «4 
«pMi «]3 d C9tAb1i»h«« tomioAHov of l^mmk 
tte libeHj ol the proa — ^nd holds out 
tDQflU to Tirtue ft&d kantmg, bj wktiig 
plAce« of the highest tniBt than tftlenta 
n&tional peace a diBtinguiahed bleaaing 1 
of conquest or aggrandizement, those a 
wan and national misery, but with t] 
impartial policy of an honest indiyidoal 
equally with iJL In a word, liberty u 
whole powers, moral and physical, of io< 
will and the public good the great ml 
object of all her proceedings. 

Such, gentlemen, is the nature and 
benovolent principles animate every 
wherever situated, be for ever victorioui 
country be effectually converted, or oov 
and confusion ; and soon may that gn 
the mighty genius of liberty, standing 
this vast globe, the abode of such i 
breathe out the solemn and determine 
race, that tyranny shaU be no longer I 

To promote thia great event, which, I 
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ol nanad pmfhecj, ft&d, indeed, firom preeent i^ipeamioeiy Mams 
lilt ^^proeohing, you, gontlemen, and your fellow-cituene, m finoe- 
meny and as Amwrioana, are to be made no nnoonoerned qwotaiofa. 
Hitherto you have acted a moat diatingoiahed part in thia grand 
effort ol mankind to reacne themselTea from tyranny. Firat in the 
l^oriooa career o£ nations you hare shown what liberty can do. 
Tour example and yoor onparalleled prosperity has aroused and 
animated distant nations. On yon, and on this yoor great Csbrio 
of liberty, are the eyes of ereiy people on eartii directed. On 
yoor aocoess in this grand experiment of representatiTe gorem- 
ment, on yonr established greatness and riaing fi^oxy, the deetiniea 
of mankind, the liberties of the worid, are suq;iended. Ton have 
aoqnired, it ia now yoor great business to preserre and perpetuate 
to posterity thia iuTaluable treasure. 

What would you think of that farmer who ahould bestow the 
greatest labour in oultiTating hia fields, and yet pay no regard to 
hia fences —take no pains to prerent the inroads and destructioii 
made among hia hanrests t what would you think of the inhabi- 
tanta of thai city, who, though in continual danger of being at- 
tacked by a cruel eneniy» ahould yet let their gatea stand open, 
and their walls goto mint Liberty, ia thia strong fence, that pro- 
lecta and secures to you the fruita of your labour. liberty is thai 
wan, those gatea and ramparta, thai surround and defend you 
from the merciless fuy of l^ranny, who for oyer ravea around 
them, bellowing for entrance, and thirsting for blood. It is, 
therefore, your deepest interest, as well as duty, to be rigilant and 
watchful of the motiona and designs of this prowling enemy of 
your peace, your prosperity, religion, and happineaSb Acquaint 
youi se l fea minutdy with the true prindplea of liberty, on which 
the different State goremments, and your great federal compact 
is founded. Bead booka of anthentac history and trarela. Th^ 
win inform you of the &tal conaefiaencea of the loss of Ubsrtyto 
the diifcNnt natidia of the world. Oontraat the want and wrei- 
e b ed n eas experienced by your isM o w ei e atuf is in other ooantries, 
with the peace, plenty and fdidty you e^joy in thia. Benember, 
«lMiforantheae,uiid«PtofideBoe, yon are indebted to liberty, 
these IdeM into yovehildrio. OuhinKla their 
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Ihii •▼w-memorable day, has Moendi 
■hdl roll Uck all their meditated mi 
and TOUT ooontry riae in ttrength, gn 
Milof laaniing and o£ arte— 4he abod 
tha aqrlom of the perMoated^ and i 
world. It thii hope great and aloft 
lalal/ beheld the rarroonding gloomi i 
diemal darkneaiy and threatening to b 
oor Tiew thie glorious proepeoi— whal 
with a throbbing and indignant hearty \ 
breaking into thii oor weetem paradi* 
of woe, but feela now a flood of joj i 
on thif triumphant daj, at the defeat 
fiend, and the oniTenal orerthrow of 
majeety of the people aroee, and their 
rogiona of despair and ignoniny. Hh 
the proepeot brightone with more ipli 
paftrioiio heart weloomoi thia happy «i 
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